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CI  I  APT  PR    I 


THE    lALLlNG    STAR 

I  WAS  genuinely  tired  when  I  got  back  to  the  office, 
that  Wednesday  afternoon,  for  it  }iad  been  a  try- 
ing day  —  the  hist  of  the  series  of  trying  days 
which  had  marked  the  progress  of  the  Minturn 
case;  and  my  leeling  of  depression  was  increased 
by  tlie  tact  that  our  victf)ry  had  not  been  nearly  so 
complete  as  I  hail  hoped  it  would  be.  Besides, 
there  was  the  heat;  always,  tluriiig  the  past  te-i 
days,  there  had  been  the  heat,  unprecedented  for 
June,  with  the  thermometer  climbing  higher  and 
iiighcr  and  breaking  a  new  record  every  day. 

As  I  threw  off  coat  and  hat  and  dropped  into  the 
chair  before  my  desk,  I  couKl  see  the  heat-wa\es 
quivering  up  past  the  open  v.i-.dow;  from  the 
iicry  street  below.  I  turned  a\\.;v  ami  closed  i7iy 
eyes,  and  tried  to  evoke  a  vision  of  white  surf  f.ill- 
ing  upon  the  beach,  of  tall  trees  swaving  in  the 
brte/e,  of  a  brook  tlropp-ng  gently  between  green 
Ininks. 


"  Fminrains    thru    tri-k    and    sprinki 
1  tic   iniiv.^   tlifv  overspill ; 
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2  Tin    uloMlD  hand 

and  then  T  stoppctl,  for  the  duni  li;ul  (ipcr.ed.  I 
uiKld^C'.i  iny  c\ci  to  sec  tlie  ;jt]ice-h(jy  ga/iiii^  at 
nie  in  ast'iiushinent.  lie  vas  a  well-trained  hoy, 
and  recfu-cred  himself    in  an  instant. 

"  Your  mail,  sir,"  he  said,  laid  it  at  my  elbow, 
and  went  ciit. 

I  turnetl  to  the  letters  with  an  interest  the  rc- 
\ersc  ot  li\ely.  'i"he  words  of  I  lenley's  ballade 
were  still  running'  throui^h  inv  head — - 

"  \'al('-li!y    ami    prriw  inkle  : 
Wet  ^ti/nc-crop  (jn  the  -ill  : 
'1  lie    look    (if    lca\'e^    ;i  twinkle 
With  windlet>,"      .      .      . 


A^ain  I  stoj'ped.  for  again  the  iloor  opened, 
and  ai^ain  the  otHee-boy  appearetl. 

"  Mr.  Cjodtrey,  sir,"  he  said,  atul  close  upon 
the  words,  Jim  Ciotilrey  entered,  lookin;;  as  fresh 
and  eool  and  nniiforating  as  the  lountains  and 
bnioks  and  pools  I  had  been  thinkinu;  of. 

"  1  low  do  )()u  do  it,  Godfrey?  "  1  asked,  as  he 
sat  tiiiwn. 

"  Do  what?  " 
Keep    so    fit." 
Hv    getting   a    good   sleep    every    nigiit.      Do 


voii  r 


-J  .. 


I   groaiU'i  as  I  thought  of  the  inferno   1   cadled 
mv  bedroom. 
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"  I  ha\cn't  really  <!cnt  for  a  week,"   I  said. 

"  Well,  you're  -^'nii'^  to  sleep  to-ni,i;!u.  'i'hat's 
the  reason  I'm  here.  I  saw  nou  in  eourt  tliis  at'- 
ternooii  —  o!ie  glance  was  enough." 

'  ^  es,  '     I     assented;    "one    glance    would    he. 
But  what's  the  propositL^n  ?  " 

"  I'm  staying  at  a  little  }dace  I've  leased  for  the 
summer  up  on  the  far  edge  of  the  Bronx.  I'm 
going  to  take  you  up  with  me  to-night  and  I'm  go- 
ing to  keep  you  there  till  Monday.  That  will  gi\c 
you  ;i\e  nights'  sleep  and  four  days'  rest.  Don't 
you  think  \ou  deser\-e  't  ?  " 

"  Yes,"  I  agreed  with  con\iction,  "  I  do;  "  and 
I  cast  my  mimi  rapidly  o\er  the  aliairs  of  the  of- 
fice. With  the  Minturn  case  cndc^],  there  was 
really  no  reason  why  I  should  not  take  a  few  ilays 
off. 

"You'll  come,  then?"  said  (Godfrey,  who  had 
been  following  my  thoughts.  "  Don't  he  afraid," 
he  added,  seeing  that  I  still  hesitated.  "  '^'ou 
won't  find  It  dull." 

I  iookeil  at  him,  for  he  was  smiling  slightly  and 
his  eves  were  very  bright. 

"  Won't  I  ?  " 

"  No,"  he  said,  "  for  I've  discovered  certain 
phenomena  in  the  neighbourhood  which  I  think 
will  interest  you." 

When   Godfrey  spoke   in   that   tone,    he   could 
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mean  only  one  tiling;,  and  iny  last  \cstigc  of  hesi- 
tation \anislied. 

"  All  ri^ln,"  I  said;  "  FII  come." 

"(i";nj.  I'll  call  for  you  at  the  Marathon 
about  ten-thirty.  That's  the  earliest  I  can  get 
away,"  and  in  anotiur  moment  he  was  gone. 

So  was  my  fatigue,  and  I  turned  with  a  zest  to 
niy  letters  ami  to  the  arrangements  necessary  for 
a  three  u'a\>'  ahseiue.  Then  I  went  up  to  my 
rooms.  jHit  a  few  tilings  into  a  suit-case,  got  into 
tresh  clothes,  mounted  to  the  Astor  roof-garden 
lor  dinner,  and  a  little  after  ten  was  back  again 
at  tile  Marathon.  i  had  Iliggins  bring  my  lug- 
gage liown,  antl  sat  down  In  the  entrance-porch 
to  wait  for  (jodfrey. 

Just  across  the  street  gleamed  the  lights  of  the 
police-station  where  he  and  I  had  had  more  than 
one  ad\enture.  For  (iodfrey  was  the  principal 
police  rcfiorter  of  the  Record;  it  was  to  him  that 
journal  owed  those  brilliant  and  glowing  columns 
HI  which  the  latest  mystery  was  described  and  dis- 
sected in  a  wav  .vhich  was  a  joy  alike  to  the  intel- 
lect and  to  tile  artistic  instinct.  Vor:  the  editorial 
I'ohev  (-f  the  Ri\n,./,  f,,r  its  attitude  toward  poli- 
tic>.  Wall  Street,  the  trusts,  "society,"  I  had  only 
;iNersion  and  disg„st ;  but  whene\er  the  town  was 
shaken  with  a  great  criminal  m\stery,  I  never 
missed  an  issue. 
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Cjodt'rcy  and  I  had  been  thrown  tDgcihcr  first 
in  the  Ilolladay  case,  and  that  was  the  beginning 
of  a  friendship  which  had  strengthened  with  the 
years.  Then  eanie  his  briUiant  work  in  solving  tiic 
Marathon  mystery,  in  which  1  hv.A  also  become 
inv(jKed.  1  had  appealed  to  him  for  help  in  con- 
nection with  that  attair  at  Kli/abeth;  and  he  had 
cleared  up  the  remarkable  circumstances  surround- 
1  ing  the  death  of  my  friend,  i'hilip  \'antine,  in  the 

atlair  of  the  Boule  cabinet.  So  I  had  co:ne  to  turn 
to  him  instincti\ely  wb.ene\er  I  tound  myselt  con- 
fronting one  of  those  intricate  problems  which 
c\ery  lawyer  has  sometimes  to  untangle. 

Rcciprocall  ■  'lodfrey  sometimes  sought  my  as- 
sistance; but,  course,  it  was  only  %\itl:  a  \ery 
few  of  his  cases  that  I  had  any  personal  connec- 
tion. The  others  I  b.ad  to  be  content  to  lollow, 
as  the  general  public  did.  i'  the  columns  ot  the 
Rfiord,  certain  that  it  would  be  the  tirst  tcj  reach 
the  goal.  Godfrey  had  a  peculiar  advantage 
over  the  other  police  reporters  in  that  he  had 
Iiimself,  years  before,  been  a  member  of  the  tle- 
tective  force,  and  had  \ery  carefully  fostered  and 
extended  the  friendships  made  at  that  time.  He 
was  looked  on  rather  as  an  insider,  and  he  was 
.dways  scrupulously  caretul  to  gi\e  tb.e  members 
oi  the  force  c\ery  bit  of  credit  they  deserved  — 
sometimes  considerablv  more  than  thev  deser\ed. 


(>  JHi:   (.L()\j;i)   II. wi) 

In  consniucncc.   he  h,ul  the  entree  at  times  w].en 
other   reporters  \\\rc  rigorously  barred. 

It  was  iiearl>   ele\eii  o'eloek  before  ( -odtVey  ar- 
rived that  cveiiini^r.  lua  J  was  neit.'ier  surprised  nor 
iiiipatient.      I     knew    how    many    and    unexpected 
n-cre    the   demands   upon    his   time;   and    I    always 
lound    a    lively    interest    in    watchin^r   the    comin^^s 
and  ^roing,  at  the  station  across  the  way— where, 
alas,    the   entrances    far  cxceedeil   the    exits!      But 
finally,  a  ear  swun^  in  from  the  Avenue  at  a  speed 
tiiat  dre.v  my  eyes,  and  I  saw  that  Godfrey  was 
dri\  in!4  it. 

"Jump  in,"  he  said,  pushing  out  his  clutch  and 
Pausin.^  at  the  curb;  and  as  I  grabbed  mv  suit- 
case and  sprang  to  the  seat  beside  him.  he  let 
the  clutch  in  again  and  we  were  oft.  "  Xo  time 
t>J  I"se."  he  added,  as  he  changed  into  high,  and 
turned  up  Seventh  .\\enuc. 

At  the  park,  he  iiivncA  westward  to  the  Circle, 
and  then  nortiiwaid  again  (uk  Amsterdam  .\\e- 
lU'c.  'J'here  was  little  traflic.  and  we  were  soon 
H^imming  along  at  a  speed  which  made  me  watch 
tbc  cross-stre.ts  fearfully.  In  a  few  minutes  we 
were  across  the  Harlem  and  running  nortiiward 
along  the  uniiuere.tmg  streets  beyond.  .\t  this  mo- 
ment, it  occurred  to  me  that  (.-ovlfrev  was  behav- 
ing singularly  as  though  he  were  hastening  to 
keep  an  appr,intment :  bur  \  judged  it  best  not  t.^dis- 
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tr.ut  his  actcntKin  1  ru:n  the  street  betorc  us,  ;uul 
restrained  the   questinn   which    rose   to  mv   lips. 

At  last,  the  luiilt-up  jiortuui  ot  t!ie  tov.r,  was 
leit  hehiiui;  we  passed  little  houses  in  little  \ard  , 
then  meadows  and  gardens  and  strips  ot  U'^.'d- 
land,  with  a  hoi.Mj  onl\  here  and  there.  \\  l  were 
no  longer  on  a  {ku  ed  street,  hut  on  a  niaeadaiii 
road  —  a  road  apparently  little  used,  for  our 
lainj's,  sending  long  strcainei's  ot  ligiit  ahe;id  ot 
us,  (.lisclosed  tar  cnip^ty  stretches,  without  \ehicle 
of  any  kind.  i  here  was  no  nioim,  ami  tlic  stars 
were  hall-obscured  by  a  ha/e  of  cloud,  while 
along  tile  hori/t^n  to  tlie  west,  I  caugiii  the  oc- 
casional  glow   ot    distant   lightning. 

And  tlien  the  sky  was  sudilenlv  blotted  out, 
and  1  saw  tliat  we  were  running  along  an  a\enue 
ot  lotty  trees.  J  he  road  at  tile  left  was  bor- 
dered by  a  high  stone  wall.  c\  idently  the  boundary 
ol  an  important  estate.  \\"c  were  soon  past  tliis, 
and  1  felt  the  speed  (if  tlie  c;ir  slacken. 

'■  1  {old  tight!"  said  (n.dfre\-,  turned  sharply 
through  an  open  gateway,  and  broLight  tb."  car  to 
a  stop.  Then,  sn.iuhiiig  out  his  watch,  be  leaned 
forward  and  heid  it  in  the  glare  ui  the  side-lamp. 
'li\e  minutes  u^  iwebee,"  he  said.  "We  can 
Hisr  make  ir.      C  orr.e  n\\,   Lester.'" 

lie  s|M-ang  from  the  car,  and  I  followed,  realis- 
ing that  this   was  no  time    for  questions. 
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"This  way,"  he  .aid,  and  held  .„it  a  hand  to 
'ne,    or   1    should   have   lost  hin,   in    d.e   darkness 

\    c  were  a,  a  ,urovc  oflouy  trees,  and  ar  the  loot 
-'     '^ne    ol     these,    (.odfrey    paused.      "  L.    ulth 

>-',  'he  added;  "and  don't  h>se  any  time,-,  nd 
''c  Pla.ed  n,y  hand  up<;n  the  run^r  of  a  ladder 

;;•"  ■""^^/^•^l  to  open  my  hps.   I  ohevvd.      The 

,     '^'7,":";^'""^""-^>"^'--f   uentupandup, 
'    '-'-''^J   '-!   ("HilVcy  mounting  alter  n,e.      I    am 

-y-P-tatelimhin,  ladders.   ..en  hv  da Ji«ht. 
•"'^''">.('-^-.-^as^uM•ap;denot.,h'tosuitmv 

'•'^^  "r'\  ^^    '^'•^■^'^f'    "*■    '-^'-^    I    .•■clt    that    1    had 
reaJieti   the    top. 

"  What  non  .'  "   1   asked. 

'•  I>"  you  see  rhat  h,g  straight  hn.h  runnin-r  out 
f"  your  ri^ht?  "  ^ 

"^^■S"    I    said.    r..r  my   eyes   were  grouinir  ae- 
•ustomed  to   the  darkness. 

/""IV'"''"  ""  "•  •"'^'  '>^^'J'">  ^<'  the  ladder" 
,.\,  '"  M^meuhat  gingerly,  and  in  a  nunutc 
^•odlrev    was    beside    me. 

.',  ^''''"    ^''    "''^'-    '"    '^    voK-e    lou-    and    tense 

;"'^'^"^^"";-''""^-t.^tra„lu  ahead.      And 
r^nemher  to  hold  on  to  the  la.ider.- 

'  ^-uld  see  the  ha.y  nust  ..,  ,he  open  skv.  and 

'o-    t'.c    miul    li.ht    ah,n,   the    hori..,    I  "  k„  J 

that  we  weuin,.km,r(ou  ard  then.  s,.       jj. 
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was  a  mass  «)t  c(ui!uscJ  shadows,  \\iiicli  I  took  for 
clumps  oi   shrubbery. 

1  iicii  I  Icit  (jotilrcy's  {land  close  upon  my  arm. 

"  Look.  I  "  he  said. 

I'or  an  instant,  I  saw  nothin?];:  then  niy  eyes 
caught  uliit  seemed  to  be  a  new  sMr  in  t!ic 
hea\ens;   a    st;ir   bright,    siiarp,    steel    blue 

"Why.  it's  (Tiovin^I    '   I  cr.cu'. 

I  le  .iM.^wcred  With  a  pressure  of  the  finders. 

I  he  star  was  indeed  mo\ing:  not  risinj^,  not 
drifting;  with  the  brcc/.c,  but  descendirif,',  descend- 
in^'  slowly,  slowly  ...  I  watched  it  with 
parted  lips,  ieaninjr  forward,  my  ^ves  straining  at 
that   fal'ini^  light. 

1  all;i!g  "  is  not  the  word;  r.ov  is  "drifting." 
It  liid  li.'.r  fall  .\])d  it  tiid  not  dr. it.  It  deliberately 
descended,  in  a  straiglit  line,  a:  a  regular  speed, 
laliily  and  evenly,  as  though  animated  by  some 
(K;,nite  purpose.  Lower  and  lower  it  sank;  then 
It  seemed  to  pause,  to  hover  in  the  air,  atul  the  next 
Instant  It  burst  into  a  shower  .i  sparks  and  \  mv 
ishcil. 

And  those  sparks  kll  upon  ihe  shoulders  of  two 
white-robed  ligures,  standing  apparently  in  space, 
their  arms  rigivlly  (.xtenil.-d,  the-r  faces  raised 
toward  the  hea\  ..ns. 


cii\ptj:k  II 

MicMiAMc.M.i.^  1  tnjlou-ed  (..ulfrev  donn  the 
i^uidcr.  :wX  guided  by  tl.c  tiarin^  Vr^ht,,  made 
my  u-ay  hack  t..  the  car.  I  j;,n!H;d  ..Jcntlv  .nto 
n«y  scat,  v  hile  (..uitivy  start.;  ■  the  nintur.  [hen 
wc  n)lled  shuvly  up  the  J.  ewav,  and  stopp,  d 
f|clnre  the  dour  ol  ,  house  standing  .kcp  ;un..,v^ 
tile  trees.  "^ 

"W'v.t   t'or  me   iiere   a   nuiKitc."   findfrev  said 
^""'-   ^^''^•"   '   l'.-^<U-:   ..ut.  handed  n,e  ,nv  suitcase 

^""'  t).cn  drove  the  .ar  on  past  the  huuse,  no  douln 
to   Its   L^araije. 

."'■     ^'^'^    '"'"^    ''''^-l^'     "Pcned    rhe     house-door. 
MvitJied  on  tlie  li^dits,  and  uav.d  me  in. 

••Hereueare."hesa,d.      -  Th'  show  you  your 
.'•'"""'"   ^"Hl   !>.   led   the   uav   up   the   stairs,   open- 
'n>;  a  door  in  the  hal!  at  the  top.      -   I  his  is  it  "  he 
''''^:\'''^'     •■"•^'    switched    on    tr.e    lights     here     also 
I  lie   hatli-r.,o,„   i,   ,,-ht   at    the   end   ot"   the   h.dl 
U  ash  up.  ii  y'Hineed!o,;,nd  then  come  down,  and 
wo  wdl  have  a  .u"'<'d-ni^ht  sm..ke." 

't    ^^a.   a   pleasant   room,   with   the  simplest   of 
i^"'n,ure.      The  m.d.t-hree.e  rutHed  the  curtains  at 
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tlic  wiruiiiws,  mill  hWvd  t!ic  room  witli  t!ic  cool 
odour  ot  the  wo'Jils  -  -  how  ciiftcrciit  it  was  from 
the  (iJoi.T  of  i'  -ty  asplialtl  But  I  was  in  no  rnooj 
to  linger  there  -  -  1  wanted  an  LXiiIanation  of  that 
stratin;e  li^ht  and  of  tliose  two  white-ro'ocvl  h;^ures. 
So  I  paused  only  to  open  my  j^rip,  chani^e  into  a 
louii'jinj^-coar,  :\'.k\  brusli  ott  the  dust  ot  the  jour- 
iity.       1  hen  I  !-.asteneLl  downstairs. 

(iodtrey  rn.et  me  at  t!ie  stair-foot,  and  led  the 
way  into  \\hat  was  evidently  a  louiu-in^-rooin. 
A  tray  eo:ita;ninnr  some  cold  meat,  bread  and  but- 
ter, cheese,  and  a  few  other  thin.as,  stood  on  a 
side-table,  and  ro  this  dodfrey  added  two  luntles 
ot   H.iss. 

'■  \t)  dMul^t  vouVe  hungry  after  the  ridv,"  he 
saui.  "  1  know  I  am,"  and  he  opened  the  bottles. 
"  1  le!p  yourself,"  and  he  [iroeeedet!  to  make  him- 
sel.  a  sandwich.  "  Vou  see.  I  live  the  simple  bfc 
out  here.  \\c  ^ot  an  old  couple  to  look  after 
the  place—  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Harris.  .Mrs.  Harris 
IS  an  excclKnt  cook  —  but  to  a^k  lier  to  stav  :iuake 
fill  midnight  " ould  be  fiendish  cruelty.  So  she 
leaves  Die  a  luruh  in  the  ice-i)ox.  atid  goes  tjuietly 
on  to  bed.  I  II  LM\e  \oi;  some  berries  for  break- 
fast such  as  vou  don't  often  ^et  in  \eu  \<ivk  - 
and  the  cream  —  wait  till  \ou  tr\  itl  llave  a 
cij^ar?  " 

"  N<'."   I   said,  sitting'  down  very  content   with 
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'1>C  wori.l,  ■•  I'.,  ,„e  ,„,  ,,i,,,,„  ^,„j  , 
to  nil  u[). 

(-llrcy  took  dou-„  hJs  oun  pipe  i>o,n  the 
"'antcIshcI^andsatJounnpp.sircme.  A  moment 
iatci,  tun  putfs  of  smckc  crcio]  touanl  the  cuh'nK 

^"u.     Isa.d,  Iookin:,arhmK-^^,ahcadana 
tell    nie   almut   it." 

^-^'"-^v     uatelud     a     sMH-ke-rln^     uh?rl     a„,l 
Dreak   rctore   he   an.ucrni. 

;' About  ten  .husa^,..-  he  he^an,"  just  at  mid- 
"'«J>^  I  i.appoied  to  .hnue  nut  of  my  hed-room 
^^■"^'-'^^■'  ^'^  '  ^v  rnin^  in,  and  cauuht  a  ^hnipse 

'"  '^  'U'^'er  !,:,h  apparently  sinkin^r  int..  the  tree- 
t"PS.  I  thou;4!.t  nr.thing  of  it;  hut  tU'o  ni^hts 
'■'ter,  at  exactly  the  sa.ne  time,  I  saw  it  a.^in  I 
'''':''"^.  *'""  '^  ^'^^  "^^t  nl^ht,   and  acair^aw  it 

-7  J"st  (or  an  mstant.  vou  understand,  as  it  formed 
'■;-'^"'''^^'''-^^'^'J^<aneddounuard.  The  next 
'"*''''  '  ^^'^  "I^  '  ^'-^^  '^"'i  ^:'^v  ,nore  of  It;  hut  it 
was  not  until  ni.ht  hehre  last  that  I  found  the 
Pl^ne  fron,  which  the  whole  spectacle  could  he 
seen  ^'''^tre.s  are  pretty  thick  all  around  here, 
nml  .  |l.u.ht  It  there  Is  any  other  place  from 
'\i'>^h    fMosc   two   fi^rurcs  would   he   visihle  " 

"  n.en  there  rcvrr  two  %ures !  "  I  said,   fnr  I 
had  he^un  to  thi.k  that  my  eyes  had  deceived  me. 
1  iicrc  certainly  were." 
Standing  in  space?  " 
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"  ()h,  no;  stmulinsi;  on  a  \cry  Mihstantial  roof." 

"  liii'  wliat  IS  ir  all  about  r  ''  I  oucstioncJ. 
'■  Why  should  that  li^ht  tlcsccnJ  c\'cry  [nidni;^'ht? 
What  is  the  ll;^lu.  an\w;iy  ?  " 

"  riiat's  what  I've  hrouy;ht  you  out  hero  to 
iiiui  out.  Vou"\c  Ljot  tour  clear  da\s  ahead  ot 
you  and  lit  he  at  \'iur  di^j'i'sal  troni  niidnij^ht 
on.  1 1    you  ha|'[ieii  to  uil\\  rr.e." 

"Hut  \ou  must  ha\  e  some  surt  (»t  idea  al^out 
it,"  I  perssted.  "At  lea  i  yu  know  whose  rooi 
those    ti;j;ures   were   st.indiMj^   on." 

Yes,  I  know  tiiat.  I  hi  root  hclon^jis  to  a  man 
named  \\  "rthIn<j;toii  X'aughan.  l'.\cr  hear  ot 
liim?" 

1  shook  my  hcp.'.!. 

"Neither  haii  I,"  said  (iodfrcy,  "up  to  the 
tune  !  took  tit:^  pi. ice.  J'.\en  \et,  I  don't  know 
vei\  much.  lie's  the  last  o!  an  old  lamilv  who 
made  tlieir  monev  \n  re.il  estate,  and  arc  sup- 
piiscd  to  li,i\e  kept  most  ot  it.  I  le's  a  wul  '\\(.r 
\sith  one  dai'.^htcr.  ll:s  wife  died  .ihout  ten 
\ears  ago,  ami  since  then  he  has  been  a  sort  ol 
:  cchisv.  and  has  the  repaitation  ot  bein;f  ijueer. 
lie  lia?.  been  abroad  a  ;^i)(k1  deal,  and  it  is  only 
durinj^  the  last  year  that  he  has  lived  continu- 
ously at  this  place  next  door,  which  is  called  I'lm- 
hurst.  That's  about  all  i'\e  been  able  to  find  out. 
lie  certainly  a  retired  life,  for  his  place  liis 
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a  tuclvc-loot  wall  around  it,  and  no  \  Isiiors  need 
nppiy." 

"  1  lou-  do  you  know?  " 

"  I  triL-d  to  nuikc  a  nciizhbourK  call  yesttrday, 
an.,  uasn't  admitted.  Mr.  N'auj^han  uas  en- 
^^lUcd.  C,  .ttin-  ready  for  hi.  regular  midnight 
hocus-pocus,  perliaps!  " 

I   took  a   meditative  puff  or  two. 
^^    '• /.  it  hocus-pocus,  Codfrcy?  "'  I  a^kcd.  nt  last. 
"  [^   ""  '^-  '_f'^  ^  mightv   artistic  piLce  of  work." 

"  An  !  It  It  isn't  hocus-poais.  what  is  it?  "  God- 
frey retorted.      "A   spiritual   manifestation?" 

1  confess  j  had  no  answer  readv.  Ideas  wliich 
seem  reasonable  enough  when  put  dimlv  to  one- 
self, hccme  absurd  sometimes  wiien  'definitely 
clotlied   Willi   words. 

"  I  liere  are  just  two  in)ss;bilities."  (iodfrey  went: 
(>n.  "  I  ither  it's  hocus-pocus,  or  it  i>n't.  If  it 
is.  It  is  done  for  some  purp.  >e.  'Iwo  men  do.n't 
K"  out  on  a  roof  cNcry  iiioht  at  midniglit  and 
'"•e  oil  a  Roman  candle  and  wave  their  arms 
around,  just   for  the   fun  of  t!ie   thing." 

"  It   wasn't  a    Roman   candle,"    J   pointed   out. 

"   \   Roman  candle  is  visible  when  it's  going  up, 

and  bursts  and  vanishes  at   the  top  of  its  iHght.' 

Iliat    light    didn't    behave    that    way   at    all.      It 

formed  high  in  the  air.  remained  there  stationary 
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for  a  im.nicnr.  ara.k.allv  j:;rcv    brl-htcr,  and  then 
started  to  dcscciul.      h  didn't   lall,  it  ca.nc  down 
sl-.wlv,    and    at    an    even    rate    of    speed.      And    it 
didn't   dnlt  awav  bel.-re   the   hrLe/c,   as  it   wouUl 
have   d,',M.,    it    ,t   iuui   been   merely    lloatin-   in   the 
air.      It    de>eended    in    a    strai^b.t    line.      It  ^j^ave 
me  t!ie  impression  of  moving  as  thoiiL^h  a  will  ui- 
tuated   It       as  tb,ouL;h   it   liad   a   diistiiiet  purpose. 
There   was  sonietiiin.:;  uneanny   about    it'.' 
(.odfrev   nodded   thouKlitful    a-rccinent. 
••  i   h.;ve  feh  tb.at,"  lie  said,  "  and  1   admit  that 
the  behaviour  ^^i  the  li^iit  is  extraordmarv.  ^    But 
that    doesn't    pro\  e    it   supernatural.      1    d..n"t   be- 
lieve  m   tile  >u[KTnatural.      iispecially   1    don't   be- 
lieve that  anv  lu*'  nu-rtals  cou'd  arran-e  with  the 
hcavenlv    p.owers    to    make    a    demonstration    like 
that    e\ery    ni-ht    at    midniiiht    for    their    bcneht. 
That's  ivo  absurd! 

"  It  is  absurd."  I  assented,  "  and  yet  it  isn't 
much  more  absurd  than  to  suppose  that  tuo  men 
would  <,'()  out  on  the  roof  every  ni^iit  to  watch  a 
Koman  candle,  as  you  call  it.  come  down.  L  n- 
Icss,  of  course,  they're   lunatics." 

■No,"  said  Godfrey.  "  1  d-n't  believe  they're 
lunatics — at  least,  not  both  of  them.  1  have  a 
sort  of  theory  about  it;  but  It's  a  pretty  thin  one. 
.-nd  I  want  you  to  uo  a  little  investigating  on  vour 
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own  account  hclorc  I  rdl  you  what  it  is.  It's  time 
wc  went  to  l,c,.!.  Don't  isct  up  in  the  mornin^^  till 
"'Y'  ''^'^y  '"■  i'>-"^aMy  I'll  not  sec  vou  till 
ni.ul.t;  I  have  some  uork  to  do  that  will  take  me 
"<t  carlv.  Hut  Mrs.  llargis  will  ,nake  you  com- 
'"'■'f ''^■'  •"•"^1  I'H  he  hack  in  tin,c  to  join  you  in 
•'"   Mcr  lf)ok  at  the  Roman  cantile!  " 

1  i'~l  uttered  the  last  words  jes.in.uly,  but  I  could 
see  that  the  jest  was  a  surface  one,  and  that,  ar 
f'^art,  he  was  deeply  serious,  tvidentlv.  the 
str-ani,e  star  had  impressed  him  even  more  than 

't   had  me -though  perhaps   in  a   ditterent  man- 
ncr. 

'  [^H.nd  that  it  had  impressed  me  d-eplv 
enough,  U  I  drean.ed  about  it  that  night - 
^l'v.'.:ned,  and  woke,  only  to  fall  asleep  and  drearr 
=""1  ^vake  agam.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  saw 
any  r.::re  u.  the  dr.am  than   I   had  seen  with  my 

wakm.T  eyes,  but  each  time  I  a^,oke  trembling  with 
•MT'-c.iension  and  bathed  in  perspiration.      \s  1  lay 
tl'c'-e  the  second   tnne,   staring   up   into  the  dark- 
ness and  telling  myself   I  was  a   foo!,   .here  came 
a  sudden   rush  of  wind  amon,,  the  trees  ot:tsIde- 
then  a  vn.^l  Hash  of  ligl.tning  and  an  instant  rend^ 
■ng  crash  of  thunder.  ,nd  then  a  steady  downpour 
of  ram.     I  could  g.ess  how  the  gasping  citv  wel- 
come,  .t,  and  .  lay  for  a  long  time  listening  to  it 
n^  .rdnnped  from  the  h.v,..,. p.. :^^  against  rhe 
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house.  A  a.'lif^htt'ul  o)nliK.s  tilled  the  room,  an 
oa.iur  t'rcsh  an..i  cle;ui ;  aiui  wlieii,  at  last,  with 
nerves  i]uieteil.  1  I'c'.l  aslcrp  af^Min,  it  was  not  to 
awaken  until  the  sun  wa:>  bright  against  my  cur- 
tainss. 
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I  Gf.ANCi  V  at  my  watch,  as  souii  as  I  wa^  out 
ol  bed,  atui  saw  that  it  was  at'tc-  ten  o'clnck..  Ail 
the  slcL-p  I  had  lost  (.luriiij;  the  h.^t  ni.^hts  of  the 
pre\i'.)us  week  had  been  ci-duJlvI  into  the  last 
.nine  lunirs;  I  felt  like  a  new  man,  a.rui  when,  half 
an  hour  later,  I  ran  (.iounstairs.  it  v.as  with  such 
an  appetite  lor  breakfast  as  !  had  n<<t  known  tor 
a   lonn;  time. 

'I  liere  was  no  one  in  the  hall,  and  I  stepped 
out  through  the  oj^en  door  to  tiie  porch  iic\()nd, 
aiul  stootl  looking  about  !ne.  The  ho.u;-,e  ^vas  built 
in  the  mitist  ot  a  gro\-e  of  be;uit;t\;l  old  tree'^, 
some  distance  back  from  the  nM.d,  of  which  I 
c(nild  catcii  only  a  i;l!m;ise.  It  was  a  small  house, 
a  story  :\m\  a  half  in  heit^ht,  evidently  designed 
only  as  a  sujiimer  rLsidcncc. 

*'  Good  mornii.j.:,  sir,"  said  a  voice  behind  nie. 
and  I  tin'ned  tn  tmd  a  [deasant-faced,  grcy-hairc>: 
woman  standing  in  the  d'iorw:i\. 

"  Good   morning,"    I    respondeil.      "  ! 
you  arc  Mrs.   1  iar^is?   ' 

"  '\  es,   sir;  ami  }our  breakfast's  ready." 
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"  Has   Mr.   (.mihcy   gnnc  r  " 
••  ^'c.  Sir:  lie  k-tt  about  an  \vv.v  a^o.      !  !c  was 
afraid  his  niachiiK'  wouKi  \vakci\  y«ni.  ' 

Ivack     alon-     inc    hall.      '•  Nothln-     short    of     .m 
earthquake    would    have    wakened    me      Ah,    this 


is  tine 


I  ■' 


She  li::d  shown  me  Into  a  pleasant  room,  wiiere 

a   little   lal^le   was   set   near   an   oj^mi   window.      It 

„ade    (juite    a    picture,    with    its    white    doth    an.i 


shini    -    dishes    and    plate    of    yellow    butter,    a: 


ul 


bowl     of     crimson     berries,     and  -  -  Ivut     I 
1 


iliun  r 
.inger  to  avlmire   it.      I   don't  know  when   1    have 
cnjoved   breakfast   so   much.      -Mrs.   I  lar-is.    after 
brin-inii  in  the  e--s  and  lucn  and  settinij  a  little 
pot  of  steair.ini;  cotlee  at  my  elbow,  sensiblv  !ett 
,ne  alone  to  the  enjoyment  of  it.      V.sxt  since  that 
niornln^:.    I    have    realised    that,    to    start    tiie    day 
exactly  rii^ht,  a  man  should  breakfast  by  himself, 
amid   just    .sueh    surroundin-^.    KisureK    ;md    with- 
out distraction.      A  copy  of  tiie  mornin-'s  Romd 
was   b.i.'.'j  on   the  talkie,  bur  !   did  not   even  open 
ir.      I  did  not  care  what  had  happened  in  the  world 
the  dav  bet  ore  I 

At  last,  ineftably  content,  T  stepped  out  upon 
tlie  drivewav  at  the  side  of  the  house,  and  strolled 
away  amon^r  the  tree-.  At  the  end  of  a  tew 
minutes,    I.   came    to    ihe    high    stone    wall    which 
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biHiiiJcil  the  estate  of  the  m_\steriniH  W'crthurLit-.n 
\  .lu.iiliaii.  aiul  siulileiil_\  the  u  ish  ea;i!e  Im  me  to  see 
svhat  iay  behiiui  it.  Without  mucli  difficulty,  I 
InimJ  the  tree  \\ith  the  huiJer  aj^ainst  it.  whieh 
we  haJ  mounted  the  ni.yr.i  helore.  Ir  was  a  lon^ 
hidder,  even  In  the  da\rime.  hut  at  List  I  reached 
the  top.  and  settled  nivselT  on  th-e  hm!i  a^Minst 
which  it  re. ted.  .\ssurinj,r  nnself  tiiat  the  leaves 
iiid  me  from  any  chance  o!>server.  I  h,oked  do'An 
into  the  ^roumis  he>ond  tlie  waH. 

I  twrc  was  not  i7iucli  to  see.  'Jiie  grounds  were 
f\ten.i\e  and  !iad  exidently  been  laid  out  with 
(;ire,  hut  there  was  an  air  of  ne<,dect  about  them, 
as  t!iou-;h  the  attention  they  received  was  careless 
and  inade(juate.  'i'he  shrulUiery  was  too  dctise, 
^rass  was  in\adin^r  the  walks,  here  and  there  a 
tree  showed  a  dead  limb  or  a  broken  one.  Near 
tht.  ;io.  .  was  a  wide  l.iw.i.  desl-ned.  perhaps,  :;s 
a  tenms-court  or  crocjuet-L'round,  with  rustic  scats 
under  the  tre^s  at  the  edi,u\ 

Aliout  the  house  it^e'f  was  a  screen  of  ma"niti- 
cent  e,;;;s.  whiJi  doubtless  .^a\-e  the  pL.ce  its  name, 
■^nd  which  shut  tlie  house  in  completely.  All  I 
could  sec  of  it  was  one  corner  of  the  roof.  Ihis, 
however,  stood  out  clear  against  the  skv.  and  it 
was  here,  evidently,  t!:at  the  mysterious  midni;^ht 
figures  had  been  stationed.  As  I  looked  at  it"  1 
realised  the  t-uth  of  (Godfrey's  remark  that  prob- 
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ably  i'ro'ii  -'^  "^'■'•■^  '"''"^  " 
would  they  be  visible. 

I.  aia  nnt  take  IMC  many  KMiUites  tu  exhaust  the 

interest    of    this    e.nptv    iM'.-spcct,    :nore    especially 
Mnee  mv  pcRh  was  anything  but  cnmtortablc,  and 

i  was  just  abnut  to  d.eseend.  wiun  tuo  uh.te-robed 
il...ire^  appeared  at  the  ed-e  of  the  open  spa  e 
near  the' house  and  walked  sb-wly  across  it.  I 
.cttkd  baek  Inm  nn  phi.e  with  a  tiL;hte'-  m  nt  ni- 
u-rest   wlil.h  made   me    forget  Its   dls...  tor 

that    the-e    were    the    two    ^tar-worshi^re^s    1 

not  doubt. 

The  distance  was  so  i^reat  that  their  f:ices  were 
the  merest  blurs;  but   1   could  see  that  one  leaned 
heavilv  upon   the   ar-n   of  the   other,   as  nuuh.   or 
so  it  seemed  to  me.  for  moral  as  for  phvMcal  sup- 
port.     I  could  see,  too.  that  the  hair  ol  the  leebler 
■■  :"  wr.s  white,  while  that  of  his  eo-npani-n  was 
■,t  black.     The  voun-cr  imm's   face  appeared  so 
dark   that    1   suspected   he   wore   a   beard.,   and   his 
ti-ure  was  erect  and  vii^orous.  in  the  i>rune  ot  lilc. 
\irile  and   full  of  power. 

Ik  certainly  do:ninated  the  older  man.  I 
.atched  them  attentix  elv,  as  the\  paced  ba.k  and 
forth,  -nd  the  d.ependence  of  the  one  upon  the 
,„her  was  verv  mamfest.  B-uh  heads  were  bent 
a.  thouj^h  in  earnest  talk,  ar.d  for  perhaps  halt 
an  hour  thev  walked  -dowK   up  and  down.       I  hen, 
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;u  :i  sii^rn  (,}■  lati^uc  Jnun  the  oKici-  ii^'urc,  the 
"riiLC  Jed  h'.m  u>  a  ^^arlcn-hcnch.  wlicrc  both  siit 
vJuu  n. 

'I'hc   elder   ni.iti.    I    tuld   myself,    was   i.o   i|.,ul)t 
W(u-th;n-io,i     \au-han.      Sinall    wonder    he    was 
considered  (jucer  i!  he  dressed  h.ibiuialjy  In  a  wliite 
n>!.e     and     w..rslu[iped     tlie     stars     at     niidni-ht  ! 
J  here    was   something  rnunkish    :ihout   tlie   habits 
which  he  and  his  companion  wore,  and  tlie  thought 
flaslied  into  mv  mind  that  perhaps  the\   were  wjem- 
bers   ot    some    religious   order,   or  some   Oriental 
cult  or  priesthood.      And   lioth  of  them,    I   added 
to  myseh",  must  he  a  httle  mad! 

As    I    watehed.    tlie   discussion   gradually   grew 
'""re   animated,  a.-d  the  younger  man.   springing 
t-'  liis  feet,  paced  excitedly  up  and  down,  touehing 
his  forehead   with  his  fingers  from   time  to  time, 
and   raising  his  hands   to  hea\en.   as  though  call- 
ing it  as  a  witness  to  his  word.      At  last  tire  othcr 
made  a    sign   of  assent,   got   to  iiis   leet.   bent   his 
head    reverently    as    •.,    a    spiritual    superior    and 
walked     slowlv     awav     touatvl     the     house.      The 
younger    man    stood    ga/mg    alter    him    until    he 
passed   from  sight,  then  resumed  Irs  rapid  pacm^r 
lip    \ni\  down,   evidently  deeply  mo\  ed. 

At  last  from  the  directi.-n  ..t  the  h,,usc  came 
fl'c  flutter  of  a  white  ,,.!n.  I  ,„  a  mon.ent,  I 
tl^-ught  it  was  the  old  man  returning;  then  as  it 
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emerged  lullv  I'ri-in  aiiiDiitj;  the  trees,  1  saw  that 
it  was  a  woman  —  a  yount;  worn  an.  1  guessed,  Irom 
her  slimncss,  and  t'roin  the  mass  of  tlark.  hair  which 
framed  her  face.  And  llien  1  remcmh':red  that 
Codfre)  li:td  tnld  mc  that  Worihington  \'aughan 
had  a  ilau-^Iiter. 

Tile  mail  uas  ar  her  si.le  in  an  instant,  lieKi  (Uit 
hi-^  hand,  and  said  something,  which  eaiised  her 
to  shrink  away,  bhe  half-turned,  as  though  to 
flee,  but  t!ie  other  hiid  hi-  haiui  unon  lier  arm. 
speakirij^f  earnestly,  and,  alter  a  n-.oment,  she  per- 
mitted hini  to  lead  her  to  a  scat.  lie  rcrjiained 
standing  before  her,  sometimes  raising  his  hands 
to  heH\  en,  sometimes  pointinj^  toward  the  hciuse, 
sometimes  bendinj;  close  above  her,  and  troni  time 
to  time  making  that  peculiar  j^esture  ot  touehini!; 
his  lingers  to  his  toreheati,  wliose  iiie.ining  1  could 
not  guess.  liut  I  could  guess  at  the  torrent  of 
passionate  words  which  poured  trom  his  lips,  ami 
at  the  eager  light  which  was  in  his  eyes! 

1  he  wotTian  sat  (jiiite  still,  with  bowed  head, 
listening,  but  making  no  sign  either  ot  consent  or 
refusal,  (iradually,  the  man  greu  more  confident, 
and  at  last  stooped  to  take  her  hand,  but  she 
drew  it  t|i.ieklv  aua\.  and,  raising  her  head,  said 
somidiing  slowly  and  with  emphasis.  I  \c  shook 
his  head  savagelv.  tlien,  after  a  rapid  turn  u}) 
and     down,     seemed    to     agree,     bowed    low     to 
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her,  ami  uliu  raiiully  away  toward  tic  house. 
The  uoniaii  vit  tor  smr.c  tinic  where  lie  h:ul  Ictt 
her.  her  face  in  lier  hands;  then.  \\it!i  a  gesture 
fit'  weariness  and  lii^couraLj^einent,  crosbed  Uic 
lawn  and  disappeared  anion.u  the  trees. 

lor  a  h»n.u  time  I  sat  there  nu.'tionless,  my  eyes 
Oil  the  s;M.r  where  she  "had  disappeared,  trying  to 
understand.      What  was  the  nieanin;^  ot  the  scene? 
What  was  it  the  \iain^er  man  had  ur.i^ed  so  pas- 
sionately upon  her,  hut  at  which  she  had  rehelled .'' 
What  was  it  for  which  he  iiad  pled  so  earnestly? 
The  oh\ious  answer  was  that  he  pled  lor  her  Io\e, 
thai   he   liad   urj^ed   her   to   become   his   wile;   hut 
the  answer  did  not  satisfy  me.      His  attitude  had 
been  passionate  enough,  but  it  hail  scarcely  been 
lover-like.      It  hu!  more  ot'  admonition,  ol   warn- 
ing, even  of  threat,  than  of  entreaty  in  it.      It  was 
not  the  attitude  of  a  lover  to  his  mistress,  but  ()f 
a  master  to  his  pupil. 

\nd  what  had  been  ihe  ..  ^ser,  wruni;  froiti 
h.  r  tinally  by  his  insistence  —  the  answer  to  which 
he  had  at  lirst  violently  dissented,  and  then  re- 
luctantly a^'reed? 

No  tloubt,  if  these  i>eople  had  been  garbed  m 
tile  clothes  <»f  every  day,  I  should  ha\  e  felt  at  the 
outset  that  all  this  was  none  of  my  business,  ami 
h;i\e  crept  down  die  ladder  and  j^onc  away.  But 
their  strange  dress  gave   to   liie   scene  an   air  at 
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once  unreal  and  tlieatrical.  ami  not  tor  an  instant 
liad  I  felt  inyselt'  an  mtrudei-.  It  was  as  tli:'u^li 
I  were  ItKikinij  at  the  reliearsal  ot  a  drama  de- 
signed for  the  publie  !;a/e  and  maeted  ujH-n  a 
stage;  iir,  more  projieriy.  a  pantonume,  dim  and 
figurative,  but  most  impressive.  Miglu  't  not, 
indeed,  he  a  rehear, .d  oi  some  sort  -  pri\  ate 
theatruals  —  niake-helicve?  But  that  scene  at 
jiiidnight  —  that  could  r.ot  he  mak.e-helie\  e  I  No, 
nor  was  this  scene  in  the  garden.  it  was  in  ear- 
nest in  .ie.uillest  earnest;  ;!'-ere  was  about  it 
something  sinister  ant!  threatening;  ;ind  it  was  the 


reaI;^a^M^    nt     this 


tne     realisation     that     there 


was  something  here  .  right,  something  demand- 
ing scrutiny- — winch  ke-pt  me  chainedi  to  my  un- 
comlortahle  perch,  minute  alter  minute. 

Hut  notlu.ig  iurthei  happened,  and  I  realised, 
at  la^t.  that  if  i  was  to  rscipe  an  agoiiising  cramp 
in  the  leg.  i  must  git  down.  1  [Hit  my  teet  on 
the  ladder,  and  then  [nuised  for  a  last  look  about 
the  groiiiids.  .M  \  e\e  was  caught  !iy  a  llutter  of 
white  among  tJie  trees.  .Someone  was  w.. Iking 
along  one  of  the  paths;  in  .t  moimrit,  strairiing 
forward,  I  ^a\v  it  w.is  the  woman,  .md  th.it  she 
w;is  approaching  the  wall. 

.\nd  then,  as  she  c.ime  tiearer.  I  saw  th.it  she 
was  not  ;i  woman  a.t  all.  tnii  .\  \i.r\  —  a  girl  of 
eighteen    or    twentv,    to   whom    the    flowing    rolies 


M 


26 


-rin-:    ("ii.' Al-  i)     JAN!) 


.uu^ht 


gave,  at  -  aistancc,  the  cUcU  ...  .^.. 
onlv  a  glunpsc  of  her  face  before  it  was  huK  en  by 
a  dump  of  shrubbery,  but  that  glimpse  luUl  .r.c 
thit  U  was  a  face  to  set  the  pulses  leaping.  1 
strained  still  farther  forward,  uaitin-^  until  she 
should  come  int(.  si^ht  a^ain.      .      •      • 

\lnn.ir  the  path  she  came,  with  the  sunh^ht 
about  her,  kissing  her  hair,  her  Ups.  h.r  cheeks - 
and  the  next  instant  her  eyes  were  stanng  upwards 

into  mine. 

I  could  not  move.  1  coukl  on!v  stare  down 
It  her.  !  saw  the  hot  colour  sweep  across  her  tace; 
I  saw  licr  hand  go  to  her  bos.nn:  1  saw  her  turn 
to  ii-e  Then,  to  mv  aina/ement,  she  stopped,  as 
th.u^h  arrested  1  v  a  sudden  thought,  turned 
tow.ml  mc  again,  and  raised  her  eves  deliberately 

to  mine. 

Vov  fuUv  a  miiuuc  she  stood  there,  her  i^a/e 
searching  and  intent,  as  thnuph  she  would  re.id 
my  soul;  then  her  face  hardened  with  sudden  reso- 
U,tH,n.  Auain  she  put  her  han.l  to  her  bosom. 
turned   h.a>tily  t.-w;,rd   the   wall,   and   disappeared 

behind   it. 

The  next  instant,  something  wlute  came  living 
over  it.  and  fell  on  the  grass  beneath  my  tree. 
Staring  down  at  it,  1  saw  it  was  a  letter. 


cnxi'iii^   iv 
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I  ri;i.F.,  rather  than  climbed,  down  liie  ladder, 
snatched  the  white  missile  irom  the  ^rass,  anti  saw 
that  it  was.  indeed,  a  sealed  and  aiidressed  envel- 
ope. I  had  somehow  expected  that  address  t<> 
ifulude  either  (jodfrey's  name  or  mine;  l)ut  it  did 
neither.     The   eriveiope   bore   these   v,  ords: 


it    not   at   this  .i(liiro>«, 
(ilcasc  trv  the  Calumet  CKili. 


Mt<.    I'Rl.ni  RIC   Sw.MN. 
R)io  Fit  til   Avenue, 
New   ^Urk   City. 


1  '•at  down  oti  the  lowest  nini;  of  the  ladder, 
whistling;  soltlv  to  myself.  I  or  Iredtiie  Swain's 
.iiKiress  was  no  lon^rtr  loio  Ilfth  .\\emie,  nf)r 
V.  ;is  Ik-  to  be  tcund  in  the  luxuriniis  rootjis  of  the 
C  ilumet  Club.  In  fact,  it  was  enarlv  a  vear  since 
he  hail  entereil  either  I'laee.  I- or  some  ei>;l;t 
h"urs  of  every  wcek-ilav.  he  laboured  in  the  law 
"tlices  (,f  Rovce  &  Lester:  he  slept  in  a  little  room 
on  the  tof)  door  of  the  Marathon:  three  hours  of 
tverv   .veM-n  .    s,f„,j,^,     Sundavs   a::  I    holidavs 
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cxccptcci,  were  spent  at  the  law  school  of  the  Uni- 
vcrsivy  of  Nlw  V^rk;  ami  t'nc  rcmainint,^  hours  of 
the  twenty-four  In  haunts  much  less  conspicuous  and 
expensixe  than  i!ie  Calumet  Club. 

1-or  I'rc.hlie  Suain  hail  taken  one  of  these  toboR- 
^an    Tules  il-wn  thf  hill  of  fortune  which  some- 
times hajipc:!  to  the  most  ileserving.      His  father, 
old  (jeneral  OrlaruiM  Swain,  had,  all  his  life,  piit 
up    a    pompous    front    and   was   supposed   to   have 
iiiheriteil   a    fortune   from   somewhere;  but,   when 
he   ilied.   this   edifice   was    found   to   be   all    fa(;ade 
and  no  foundation,  and  FretKlie  inherited  nothing 
but  debts.      He  had  been  e\p<-nsively  educated  for 
a  career  as  an  Ornament  of  Society,  but  he  found 
that  ca.-eer  cut  short,  for  Society  sutldenly  ceased 
to  tind  him  ornamental.      I  suppose  there  were  too 
manv  marriageable  daughters  about! 

1  am  bound  to  say  that  he  took  the  blow  well. 
Instead  of  attempting  to  cling  to  the  skirts  of 
Soeietv  as  a  \endor  of  champagne  or  an  organiser 
(.f  fJtes  champetres.  he  -- to  use  his  owt!  words 
—  decided  to  cut  the  whole  show-. 

Our  tirm  had  been  nameil  as  the  administrators 
of  the  Swain  estate,  and  .vhen  the  storm  was  over 
arul  we  were  sitting  among  the  ruins,  Ireddie  ex- 
pressed the  intention  of  going  to  work. 

"What  will  vou  do?"  Mr.  Kovce  inquired. 
"  l-"ver  had  any  training  in  making  money?" 
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"No,  only  in  spcndui-  It,""  retorted  I-rcdd.e, 
easily.  "  But  1  can  learn.  I  was  thinking'  ot 
siudyin.j^  law.      That",  a  good  trade,  isn't  it  .^  " 

"Splendid!"  assented  .Mr.  Roycc.  warmly. 
"  And  tbere  are  always  so  many  openings.  'I  ou 
see,  nobody  studies  law  —  lawyers  are  as  scarce 
us  hen's  teeth."" 

"Just  the  same.  I  think  I'll  have  a  try  at  it," 
said  Ireddie,  sturdily.  "  There's  always  room  at 
the  top.  \'iu  know,'"  he  added,  with  a  grin.  "  I 
can  gn  tn  the  night-school  at  the  Lniversity,  and 
I  ought  to  be  able  to  earn  enough  to  live  on,  as 
a  clerk  or  something.  I  know  how  to  read  and 
write.  " 

"  That  will  help,  of  course,"  agreetl  Mr.  Royce. 
"But  Tm  afraid  that,  right  at  lii-^t,  anv>vay,  you 
can  scarielv  hope  to  live  in  the  style  to  which  you 
have   been   accustomed." 

I-'reddie  turnetl  on  him  with  fire  in  his  eyes. 
"  Look  here,"'  he  said,  "suppose  you  give  me 
a  ]i\,.      r'l   do  rTiy  work  and  earn  my  wages  — 
try  me  ami  sec." 

'Ihere  was  something  in  his  face  that  touched 
le,  and  I  glanced  at  Mr.  Royce.      I  saw  that  his 


mi 


grutlness  was  merely  a  mantle  to  cloak  his  real 
feelings;  ami  the  result  was  that  Freddie  Swain 
was  set  to  wt)rk  as  a  copying-clerk  at  a  salary  of 
fifteen    dollars   a    week.      He    applied   himself    to 
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his  work  \\it!i  an  energy  tliat  surpriscii  inc.  aiiJ  I 
karncii  that  lie  was  takmg  the  night-course  at  the 
L'ni\  crsity,  as  he  I  ail  phmnccl.  Final!),  one 
night,  1  iiicr  hini  as  I  was  turning  in  to  my  rooms 
at  l!ie  Marat.hon,  anil  found  that  he  iiad  rented 
a  cuhhy-hole  on  the  top  tloor  of  the  building. 
After  that.  I  saw  him  occasionally,  and  when  six 
months  had  passed,  was  forcul  to  acknowledge 
that  he  was  thoroughly  in  earnest.  I  happened 
to  remark  to  Mr.  Ko\ce  one  day  that  owain 
seemed  to  b-e  making  good. 

"  "i  es,"  my  partner  agreed;  "  1  didn't  thmk  he 
had  it  m  him.  I  le  had  a  rude  av.akenmg  from  his 
liream  of  allluence,  and  it  seems  to  ha\e  done  him 
go(jd." 

But,  somehow.  I  iiad  fancied  that  it  was  from 
rnore  than  a  dream  (.f  atiiuence  he  had  been 
awakened;  and  now.  as  I  sat  staring  at  this  letter, 
I  began  to  understand  dimly  Vshat  tlic  other  dream 
had  been. 

I  he  first  thing  was  to  get  the  letter  Into  ms 
hands,  for  I  was  certain  that  it  was  a  cry  tor  help. 
I  gl.inced  at  mv  watch  and  saw  that  it  was  nearly 
halt  past  iweKc.  Swain,  I  knew,  would  be  at 
lunch,  and  was  nor  due  at  the  office  until  one 
o'clock.  Slipping  the  letter  into  mv  pocket.  I 
turned  back  o  the  house,  and  found  Mrs.  I  i.irgis 
standing  on  the  front  pm-ch. 
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"  I  (ict'.urc,  I  tiioii^ht  veil  was  l<»sr,  Mr. 
I.i'ster""  she  ^;iiJ.  "  1  \\as  just  Ki»iii^  to  sciul 
William  to  look  lor  you.  \iti"t  \ou  "most 
>tai"\  t-'ti : 

"  Sv-arcclv  starxcd.  Mrs.  1  !ar;^is,'"  I  said,  "hut 
with  a  vcr\  c  rcditahk'  ap|Ktit.-,  wlicn  \oii  coiisiiicr 
that    I   ati'   hrcaktast  only   two  iioiirs  a.izo. 

"Well,  tome  riuht  ill."  s!ic  said.  "  \  i)ur 
lunch   is   ready." 

"  1  svij^pose  tiiere'>  a  teleplione  somewhere 
ahout?"  1  asked,  a>  1  followed  her  through  the 
hall. 

"  '^'es.  sir.  in  here,"  ,ind  slie  openeti  the  dofir 
into  a  little  room  i)t:ed  up  as  a  study.  "  It's  here 
.Mr.    (lodtrey    works   sometimes." 

"  Thank  \(ui,"  1  s.iiii,  "  I've  yot  to  call  up  the 
oHicc.       I    won't   he  hut  a  tmruilc."" 

I  found  (iod,tre\"s  nuniher  stam'ped  on  the  co\er 
of  the  telephone  hook,  atui  then  called  the  ollice. 
As  1  ii.id  guessed,  .Swain  was  not  yet  hack  trojn 
KukIi.  and  I  left  word  for  hint  to  call  nie  as  soon 
;is  he  canu'  In.  !  hen  I  made  my  way  to  the 
d.n!ni.^-room.  where  .M  i"s.  I  lar;iis  was  await^n^ 
n)e. 

I  low  vloes  one  ^et  out  here  from  New  ^  ork, 
\iiN.   llar^is?"   I  asked,  as  !  sat  down.      "That 
is.  it  one  doesn't  happen  to  own  a  tiiotor  car?" 
Whv.  \erv  casilv.  sir.      Take  the    I  !  iiil  .Ave- 
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Muc  clfvatcd  io  the  crui  of  the  line,  and  then  the 
trolley.  It  runs  alonjr  Dryden  Road,  just  two 
blocks  over." 

"'  W'fiere   tlocs   one   jLjet  oH?" 

"  .At    I'n.spect   Street,   sir." 

"  And  what  is  this  place  called?" 
i  his  is  the  old   Bennett  i)Iace,  sir." 

"  'I  hank  ycui.  And  let  nie  tell  you.  .Mrs.  Har- 
gis,"  I  abided,  "  that  I  have  never  tasted  a  better 
salad." 

IIcT  kindly  old   face  flushed  with  pleasure. 

"  it's  nice  of  vou  to  say  that,  sir."  slie  said. 
"  We  have  our  own  garden,  and  Wilhatn  takes 
a   ^reat  pride  in   it." 

"  I  niust  '^o  and  see  It,"  I  said.  "  I've  always 
fancied  I'd  like  to  potter  around  in  a  .tr.irden.  I 
must  sec  if  Mr.  (.odfrey  won't  let  mc  in  on  this." 

"He  spends  an  hour  in  it  e\  crv  morning. 
Sometimes  he  can  hardly  tear  hisvl.'  away.  I 
certainly  do  like  Mr.  Ciodfrey." 

"So  do  I,"  I  agreed  heartily.  "  He's  a  splen- 
did  fellow-— one  of  the  nicest,  squarcst  men  I 
c\cr  met  —  and  a  friend  worth  havin^." 

"  iK-'s  all  of  that,  sir,"  she  agreed,  and  stood 
for  a  moment.  clas[)in,i^r  and  unclaspinir  her  hands 
nervously,  as  though  there  was  something  else 
3he  wished  to  sav.  Rut  she  evidentlv  thought  bet- 
ter   of   it.      "There's   the   hell,    sir,"   she    added. 
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"  Please  ring  if  there's  anything  else  you  want," 
and  she  lett  me  to  mysell. 

I  h:ui  pushed  hack,  my  chair  .d  was  tilhnt^  mv 
pipe  wlicii  the  teleplione  rang.      It  was  Swain. 

"Swain,"  1  said,  "this  is  .Mr.  Lester.  I'm  at 
a  [ihKc  up  here  in  the  Bronx,  and  I  want  vou  to 
ciifiie  up   riu'ht  away." 

"  \  cry  gcjod,  sir,"  said  Swain.  "  I  low  ijo  I 
get  the  re?  " 

1  akc  the  Third  Avenue  elevated  to  t!ie  end 
ot  the  line,  and  then  the  trolley  which  ru:;s  ;.!orig 
I)r\den  Rnad.  Cet  oft  at  Prospect  Street,  walk 
two  lil(iiks  west  and  ask  tor  the  old  Bennett  place. 
I'll  have  an  e>e  out  for  you." 

"  -Ml  right,  sir,"  said  Swain,  again.  "  Do  vou 
want  me  to  hring  some  papers,  or  an\'thing?" 

"  No;  just  come  as  quickly  as  you  can,"  I  an- 
swered, arul  hung  up. 

I  figured  that,  even  at  the  hest,  it  would  take 
Swain  an  hcnir  and  a  half  to  make  the  journey, 
and  I  strolled  out  under  the  trees  again.  Then 
the  thought  came  to  mc  that  1  might  as  well  make 
a  hrtle  exploration  of  the  neighhourhood,  and  I 
sauntvTed  out  to  the  road.  .Along  it  for  some 
distance  ran  the  high  wall  which  bounded  Tdm- 
liurst,  anil  I  saw  that  the  wall  had  been  further 
tortihed  hy  ugly  pieces  of  broken  glass  set  in 
cement  along  its  top. 
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i  could  SLc  .1  break  in  the  wall,  about  iniJway 
of  its  length,  and,  Uiilkin^^  |)ast,  discovered  that 
tl;!s  was  uhere  the  gateh  were  set  —  luMvy  j^ates 
ot  w  rought  iron,  very  tall,  and  surmounted  by 
sharp  vpikes.  I  he  whole  length  ot'  the  wail  was. 
I  judi;ed,  eunsiderahly  over  a  cif\  Mock,  but  there 
was  no  other  (jpennii^  in  It. 

At  tile  tarther  n-nl,  it  was  boumied  by  a  u-oss- 
road,  and.  turning  along  this,  1  lound  that  tiie 
wall  extended  nearly  the  sarjie  distance  in  this  di- 
rection. 1  here  was  an  opening  about  niidwav  — 
a  small  opening,  closed  by  a  he.i\\,  iron-banded 
door  —  the  servants'  entrance,  I  told  nnselt. 
I  he  grounils  of  a  row  of  houses  facing  the  road 
beyond  ran  up  to  the  w  all  at  the  back,  and  1  could 
not  follow  it  without  attracting  notice,  but  I  could 
see  that  there  was  no  break  ui  it.  I  was  almost 
certain  that  the  wall  wliich  closed  the  estate  on 
(iodlrey's  side  was  also  unbroken.  1  lie  re  were, 
then,  (»nly  the  two  entrances. 

I  walked  back  again  to  t!ie  front,  ami  paused 
for  a  glance  through  the  gates.  But  there  was 
nothing  to  be  seen.  1  he  tiri\eway  parted  and 
cur\ed  away  out  of  sight  in  either  direction,  and 
a  dense  mass  oi  ^lirubberv  opposite  the  gate  shut 
ott  any  view  o\  the  grouiuls.  I'"\en  of  the  !iou--,  , 
there  was  nothhig  to  be  seen  except  the  chimneys 
and    one    g.ible.      1".\  iilentlv.    Mr.    \aughan    was 
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fond  (.t   {iri\acy.  ami  luui  spared  nu  pair.s  to  se- 
cure it. 

Opposite  the  \'au^rh:i„  place,  a  strip  (,('  u-xiJland 
ran  hack  fnuii  t!ic  roail.  1l  u:i^  dens,:  with  u/i- 
iler^rowth.  aiui.  I  rctlected,  wouKi  torni  an  ad- 
mirahle  hiding-place.  Tlic  road  itself  seemed 
little  tra\  elled.  and  I  judged  that  tlic  main  arterv 
nj  tratlie  uas  the  road  along  ulueh  the  trolley  ran, 
two  hhuks   a\va\'. 

I    retiirnetl   to    my   starti-ig   pnint,    and    assured 
myselt'  that  the  wall  on  that  side  was  indeed  with- 
out a  hreak.      Some   \ines  had   started   up   it   here 
and  there,  but,  tor  the  most  part,  it  loomed  grey 
and  !>!eak.  crowned  along  its  whole  length  by  that 
threatening  line  of  broken  glass.      I   judged'  it  to 
he  tweK  e  feet  high,  so  that,  even  without  the  glass, 
't  would   he   impossible   for  an>one  to  get  o^.  er   it 
without  assistance.      As    [    stood   there   lookmg   at 
it.   resenting  the  threat  of  that  broken  glass,  "and 
[Pondering  the  infirmity  of  character  which  such  a 
threat  revealeil,  it  suddenlv  struck  me  that  the  upper 
part  of  the  wall  liiftered  ^lightlv   from   the  lower 
part.    It  was  a  little  lighter  in  colour,  a  little  newer 
"1    appearance:    and.     examining    the    wall    more 
closely.    1    discovered    that    originally   it   had    been 
onlv  eight  or  nine   feet  high,   and   that  the  upper 
i'art  had  been  added  at  a  later  date  — and  last'(,f 
all.  of  course,  the  broken  class! 
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As  I  turned  hack,  at  last,  toward  the  house,  I 
saw  someone  coming  up  the  drive.  In  a  moment, 
I    recognised  Swain,   and  quickened  my  steps. 

"  Vou  iwade  gof)d  time,"  I  said. 

"  Yes,  sir;  I  was  fortunate  in  catching  an  ex- 
press and   not  having  to  wait   for  the  troHey." 

"  We'd  hetter  go  into  the  house,"  I  added.  "  I 
have  a  message  for  jou  —  a  confidential  mes- 
sage." 

He  ghinceii  at  mc  quickly,  hut  followed  silently, 
as  1  Icil  the  way  into  Ciodfrey's  study  ami  care- 
fully closed  the  door. 

"Sit  down,'"  I  said,  and  I  sat  down  nnsclf  and 
looked   at   him. 

I  had  always  thought  Swain  a  handsome,  thor- 
oughhred-looking  fellow;  and  I  saw  that,  in  the 
past  few  months,  he  had  grow,:  "^ore  thorough- 
bred-looking than  ever.  His  face  was  thinner  than 
when  he  had  first  gone  to  work  for  us,  there  was 
a  new  line  between  his  eyebrows,  and  the  set  ot 
bis  lips  told  of  battles  fought  and  won.  A  year 
ago,  it  hnd  seemed  natural  to  call  him  IVcildie, 
but  no  one  would  think  of  iloing  so  now.  His 
father's  creditors  had  not  attempted  to  take  from 
him  his  warilrobe  —  a  costly  ami  extensive  one 
—  so  that  he  was  dressed  as  carefully,  il  not  quite 
as  fastiionai>lv.  as  ever,  in  a  way  that  suggested  a 
young  millionaire,    rather   than   a   tifteen-dollar-a- 
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week  clerk.  At  this  moment,  his  face  was 
clouded,  and  he  drummed  the  arm  of  his  chair 
with  nervous  fingers.  Then  he  shifted  uneasily 
under  my  gaze,  which  was,  perhaps,  more  earnest 
than  I  realised. 

"  You  said  you  had  a  message  for  me,  sir,"  he 
reminded  me. 

"  V  es,"  I  said.  "  I  lave  you  e\  er  been  out 
this  way  before?  " 

"  Yes,  I  have  been  out  this  way  a  number  of 
times." 

"  \ Ou  know  this  place,  then?  " 

"  I  have  heard  it  mentitjned,  but  1  have  never 
been  here  before." 

"  Do  you  know  whose  place  that  is  next  door 
to  us?" 

"  ^'es,"  and  his  voice  sank  to  a  lnw^r  kev.  "  It 
belongs  to  Worthington   Wuigl.an." 

"  And  you  know   him  ?  " 

"  At  one  time.  I  knew  him  ([uite  well,  sir,"  and 
his  voice  was  still  lower. 

"  No  doubt,"  I  went  on.  more  and  more  in- 
tcrcstetl.  "  you  also  kiu  w  his  \  cry  fascinating 
daughter." 

A  wa\e  ot  colour  cnmsoiud  his  face. 

*'  Why  are  you  asking  me  these  tiucstions,  Mr. 
Lester?  "  he  ilemand^d. 

"  Because,"    I    said,    "  the    message    I    have    is 
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from  that  yniuv^  ';uly,   aiui   is   tor  a  ir.aii  named 
iVrdcric    Sw.lin." 

lie  was  (-11  hib  ;\-i.'t,  staring  at  me,  and  all  the 
Mood  was  ;j,oiic   ironi  his  checks. 

"A  message  1"  he  cried.  "From  her! 
i>om  Maritnie!  Wiial  is  it,  Mr.  Lester?  For 
(  loii  >   >ake 

'■  1  iere  it  is."  1  said,  arid  lianded  tiim  the  letter. 

1  le  hei/ed  it,  took,  one  li'ok  at  the  adilress,  then 
turned  awav  to  ti'.e  v.  indov.  and  ripped  the  envel- 
ope opien.  lie  unfolded  the  slieet  ol  paper  it 
eontained.  and  as  his  e\e>>  ran  a!on;_f  it.  his  laee 
LMeu  winter  s::!!.  At  last  he  rai-^ed  his  eves  attd 
-tared  ;it  me  with  the  look  ol'  a  man  who  lek 
the   World   toiteriiiLT  about  hinu 
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'"loR   hcULTi's    sake,    .'^w.i.ii."    1    -^d.d.    '   y-.l   down 
an  J  }iiil!  \ourscit  toLiiLLtiLT."' 

lUit  1)0  Jill  not  '-  ill  til  iK.ii"  nv, .  !p--toail  he 
rcatl  the  letter  thrmi^li  aL;.i:n.  then  i;e  turned 
toward   inc. 

"  1  iuw  eiiJ  \()u  net  this,  Mr.  Lester?"  he 
a^ked. 

I  tt'iind  it  lyiriLT  under  the  trees.  It  h.Sv!  been 
tfiioun  o\er  the   W-iH." 

Hut  how  liid  you  know  it  \s.!s  thrown  over  hv 
Miss  \'.tu.t!han?  " 

I  I'.it  was  ;in  eas\  ^ue  s,"  1  said,  s[)arrinn; 
K'ehlv.  "  \\"lio  else  wnuM  attempt  to  eonduet  .i 
surreptitious  eoriespctnden.  e  with  i  handsome 
youn^  man  ?  " 

liut  he  did  not  sinde:  the  look  ot  intinsitv  in 
his  e\es  deepened. 

"Come.  Mr.  Lester."  he  protested,  "  ijon't 
play  with  me.      1  ha\e  a  ri^ht  to  know  tlic  truth." 

"  What   ri^ht  ?  "   I   .pji  -ied. 

I  k-  jvn.iseii  an  instant,  as  (liouf^h  nerving  him- 
sell   to  spe.ik,  ,is  thouL'h  askip.;  hinisell   how  mueh 
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he  should  tell  me.     Then  he  came  toward  me  im- 
pulsively. 

"  Miss  \'aughan  and  I  are  en^aj^ed  to  be  mar- 
ricil,"  he  said.  "  Some  persons  may  tell  you  that 
the  cntj;a^ement  has  been  broken  oit ;  more  than 
once,  1  have  offered  to  release  her,  but  she  re- 
fuses to  be   released.      \Vc   lo\e   each  other." 

I  he  word  "  love  "  is  a  tiitlicuit  one  tor  us 
;\n^l()-Sa\ons  to  pronounce;  the  voice  in  which 
Swain  uttered  it  brought  me  to  my  feet,  with  out- 
stretcheil  hand. 

It  there's  anything  I  can  do  fi'.r  you,  my  boy," 
1  said,  "  tell  me." 

" 'I  hank  you,  Mr.  Ecster,"  and  he  returned  my 
clasp.  "  Vou  have  done  a  great  deal  already  in 
giving  me  this  letter  so  promptly.  The  only  other 
thing  \()u  can  do  is  to  permit  me  to  slay  here  until 
to-night." 

"  rmil  to-night?  " 
Miss  \  ;uiL;lian  asks  me  to  meet  her  to-night." 
In   her   f.uher's  grounds?" 

"  Yes." 

"  I  rikriown  to  him  ?  " 

'•  Yes." 

"lie   is  not    frieiully   to  vou?" 

.NO. 

I    h.ul    a    litfb    struggle   \\lf!i    nnsclf. 

"See  lure,  Swain,"   1   said,   "sit   dnun  and  lot 
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us  talk  this  thitig  over  calmly.  Before  I  prcMiiise 
anythin<^,  1  should  like  to  know  ini\vc  oi'  t!ie  story. 
I'roni  the  i^^linipse  I  caught  ol  Mi?s  \aughaii,  I 
could  see  that  she  is  \ery  beautitul,  and  bhc  ulbcj 
seemed    o  uic  to  he  \  cry  youn.^." 

"  She  is  nineteen."  said  Swain. 

"  Her  lather  is  wealthy,  i  suppose?  " 

"  Very    uealthy." 

"And  her  mother  is  deati  ?  " 

"  Yes." 

*'  Well,"     I    began,    and    Ik  dilated,    i  earing    to 
wound  him. 

I  know  what  you  are  thinking,"  Swair.  hurst 
in,  "  and  1  do  not  blame  \ou.  ^'ou  are  thinking 
that  she  is  a  young,  beautlkil  atul  wealthy  girl, 
while  I  am  a  po\-erty-stricken  nonentity,  without 
an)-  profession,  and  able  to  earn  just  enougli  to  live 
on  —  perhaps  I  couldn't  do  e\en  that,  il'  I  had 
to  buy  my  clothes!  Vou  are  thinking  that  her 
father  is  right  to  separate  us.  and  th.it  she  ought 
to  be  protected  from  me.      Isn't  that  it?" 

"  Yes,"  I  admitted,  "  something  like  that." 

"  And  I  answer.  .Mr.  Lester,  by  saying  that  all 
that  is  true,  that  I  am  not  worthy  of  her,  and  that 
nobody  knows  it  better  than  I  do.  There  are 
thousands  of  men  wiio  c  uld  t^fter  her  far  more 
than  I  can,  and  who  would  be  eager  to  oficr  it. 
But  when  I  asked  her  to  murv  me,  1  thought  my- 
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self  the  son  of  a  wealthy  man.  When  I  found 
myself  a  pauper,  I  wrote  at  once  to  release  her. 
She  replied  that  wb.en  she  wished  her  release,  she 
would  ask  for  it;  that  it  wasn't  my  money  she  was 
in  love  with.  Tlien  I  came  out  here  and  had  a 
talk  with  her  fattier.  lie  was  kind  enough,  but 
pointed  out  that  the  affair  could  not  go  further 
until  1  had  established  myself.  I  agreed,  ot 
course;  1  agreed,  too,  when  he  suggested  tint  it 
would  oiilv  be  fair  to  her  to  lea\e  her  tree  —  not 
to  see  her  or  write  to  her.  or  try  to  intluence  her 
\n  anv  way.  1  wanted  to  be  fair  to  her.  Since 
then.  I  ha\e  not  seen  lier,  nor  heard  from  lier. 
But  lur  father's  feelings  have  changed  toward 
me." 

"  In  wh  n  way?  '* 

"  I  thoug'it  i;e  nilLdit  be  itUerestcvl  to  know 
what  I  a  as  do'i-.g,  ;md  two  i)r  three  months  ago,  t 
called,  and  a-kctl  to  see  hii7i.  Instead  ol  seeing 
me,  he  S'lit  uoid  bv  a  black-faceil  fell.nv  in  a  white 
robe  that  neither  lie  nor  his  daughter  wished  to 
see  me  again." 

I  lis  f.ice  was  retl  with  the  remembered  hunuli- 
ation. 

"  1  wrote  to  Miss  Vaughan  once,  after  that," 
he  added,  "but  my  letter  was  not  answered." 

"  Evidently  she  didn't  get  }our  letter." 

"  Why  do  you  think  so?" 
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"  If  she  had  got  it,  she  would  have  known  that 
you  were  no  longer  at  loio  Fifth  Avenue.  1  Icr 
father,  no  doubt,  kept  it  from  her." 

He  Hushed  still  more  deeply,  and  started  to 
say  something,  hut  I  held  him  silent. 

"  I  le  was  justilied  in  keeping  it."'  I  said.  "  Vou 
had  promised  not  to  write  to  her.  And  I  don't 
sec  that  you  have  given  me  any  reason  w!iy  1 
should  assist  you  against  hir:)." 

"  I  haven't,"  Swain  admitted  more  calmly, 
"and  under  ordinary  circumstances,  riiy  self-re- 
spect would  compel  me  to  keep  away.  \  am  not 
a  fortune-hunter.  Hut  1  can't  keep  aw.n  ;  I  ean't 
stand  on  my  vhgnity.  When  she  calls  tor  aid.  I 
nrisl  go  t(,  her.  not  for  my  own  sake  hut  for  hers, 
because  slie  needs  to  be  protected  from  her  father 
!ar  more  tlian  from  me." 

"What  do  you  mean  !v  that?"   1   dem;i,u!ed. 
"  Mr.    I. ester."  he  said,   lea'i'fig  forward  in   '    ■> 
chair  and  speaking   in   a   lowered   voice  and   uit!. 
great  earnestness,  "  her  father  is  mid  —  I  am  sure 
of  It.     \()  one  but  a  mailman  wouKl  jl\c  and  dress 
as  he  does;  no  one  but  a  madman  wouid  devote  his 
whole   time   to   the   study      i'   the   supernatural;   no 
one   but   a    madman   would   believe    in    the   super- 
natural as  he  does." 
Hut  I  shook  mv  head. 
"  I'm    afraid    that    won't   d,.     ^^.•,;„        a    1 
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many  l;iirly  sane  [''coplc  believe  in  the  super- 
nariinil  ami  de\c)te  tlienisel\es  to  its  study  —  there 
is  \\  i'li;un  Jarties,  tor  instance." 

l>ut  William  James  doesn't  dress  in  ijowin^ 
robes,  and  worship  the  sun,  and  live  with  a  Hindu 
jjiystic.'" 

No,"  I  smiled,  ''  he  doesn't  do  tiiat,"  and  I 
thought  a^ain  ot  the  mysterious  li^ht  and  of  the 
two  white-clad  fi.^ures.  "  Does  he  lixe  with  a 
I  lindu  mystic  1  " 

Ves."  said  Swain,  bitterly.  "  An  adept,  or 
"wh.ite-  er  they  call  it.  I  le's  the  I'ellow  who  kicked 
me  out." 

Docs  he  speak  I'.nglisli?  " 

Hetter  than  1  do.  lie  seems  a  finely-educated 
man." 

is  lie  a  lunatic,   too?  " 
Swain  hesitated. 

i  ilon't  know,"  he  said,  fmallv.  "  I  only  saw 
\\\\w  once,  ami  1  w.is  certainly  impressed —  I 
wasn't  one,  two.  three  with  him.  1  suiipose  mys- 
ticism comes  more  or  less  natural  to  a  1  i:ndu;  but 
I'm  convinced  that  Mr.  \  aiighan  h.is  softening  of 
the  brain." 

••  11. .w  old  Is  he?" 

\buiil    si\t\." 

I  las  he  alvyavs  been  queer?  " 

1  le  hat  alw  i\s  been  itUcresrid  in  tejenathv  ;ind 
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mental  suggestion,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  But 
before  his  wile's  death,  he  '.vas  fairly  nurnial.  It 
was  lier  death  that  startcil  him  on  this  supernat- 
ural business.  He  hasn't  thougiit  of  anything 
else  since." 

"  Are  there  any  relati\  c^  who  could  be  asked  to 
interfere?  " 

"  None  that  I  know  of." 

I  thought  o\er  what  he  had  told  ine. 

"  Well,"  I  said  at  \a<{,  "  1  eaii  -ee  no  harm  in 
your  i7ieeting  Miss  \'augh;in  and  tindiuLj  out  wliat 
the   condition   of   artairs   really   is.      If   her    fatlier 


is    really    mad.    he    i 


iia\ 


ie    a    good    deal    worse 


now  than  he  \\as  when  you  saw  him  last.  It 
would,  ot  Course,  b.e  possible  to  h.;\e  his  canity 
tested  -  but  his  daughtei-  would  s>.areely  wish  to 
do  tliat." 

No,  oi   e<H!rse  nor,"  Swain  ;igreed. 

Her  lett'jr  tells  \o.j  nothing.'" 
"  NothinL:  e.\'--.,[^t  thai  she  's  in  great  troul^le. 
and  wishes  to  see  me  at  once." 

^'ou  are  to  go  to  tlie  house?" 

No;  there  is  an  arbour  in  one  corner  of  ;b.e 
grounds.  She  says  that  she  \vi!l  be  there  at  eleyen- 
thirty  every  night  for  tliree  nights.  After  tluit. 
she  says  it  will  be  no  use  for  me  to  come  —  th.it 
it  will  be  t(V)  late." 

"  What   does  -''  •  "•  ■  '■'  '-,    '  f  I  I   ;.;;c  '   r  '' 
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"  I  have  no  iilca,"'  he  answered,  and  turned  to 
anoih.cr  anxious  perusal   of  tlie  letter. 

I  turned  the  situation  over  in  my  mind.  Evi- 
deritly  Miss  X'au^han  hehtved  that  s!ie  had  ^rave 
cause  tor  alarm,  and  \et  it  was  (]uite  possible  she 
might  he  mistaken.  She  was  being  urged  to  eon- 
sent  to  something  against  her  will,  but  perhaps  it 
was  lor  her  own  good.  In  any  event,  I  had  seen 
no  indication  that  her  consent  was  being  sought  b> 
violence.  There  must  he  no  interference  on  our 
part  until  we  were  surer  of  our  ground. 

"  Well,  Swain,"  I  said,  at  last,  "  1  will  help 
you  on  (jne  condition." 

"What  is  that?" 

"  You  will  meet  Miss  \'aughan  to-night  ami  luar 
her  story,  but  you  will  take  no  aaion  until  you 
and  I  ha\e  talkcl  the  matter  over.  She,  herself . 
says  that  she  has  three  days."  I  went  on,  as  he 
started  to  protest,  "  so  there  is  no  necessity  for 
leap'iig  in  the  ilark.  And  I  would  point  out  to 
yoii  that  siie  is  not  yet  ot  age,  but  is  still  under  litr 
latliers  control." 

"  ."^he  is  nineteen,"  he  j'rotestCLl. 
In  tins  sMte,  t!ie  legal  age  l>ir  v.omen,  as  \')r 
men,  is  tuerit\-n;K'.  1  he  taw  re>]uires  a  \erv  'seri- 
ous reas{!n  l"r  inti.rtering  hetw  ecu  a  child  and  its 
fatlu;-.  M.i!-Lo\  cr."  I  added,  "she  must  not  he 
comjiromise*:.      li  \ou  persuade  her  to  accompany 
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you  to-night,  wlicrc  would  you  take  her?  'n  no 
case,  will  1  be  a  party  to  an  elopeiTieiit  -  I  will  do 
all   I  can  to  prevent  it." 

lie  took  a   short  turn  up  and  down  the   room, 
his   hands   clenched   behind   him. 

"  Mr.  Lester,"  he  said,  at  last,  stopjiing  liet'ore 
me,  "  I  want  nou  to  belie\e  that  I  have  not  even 
thought    of    an    elopement  —  that    would    be    too 
base,  too  untair  to  her.      But   I   see  that  you  are 
right.      She  must  not  be  compromised." 
"And  you  promise  to  ask  my  ad\'ice?" 
"  Suppose  I  make  such  a  [promise,  what  then?  " 
"  If  you  make  such  a  [n-omise,  and  I  agree  with 
you  as  to  the  necessity  for  Miss  \'aughan  to  lea\e 
her  father,   I  think  I  can  arrange  for  her  to  stay 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Royee  for  a  time.      'J'here  she 
will    be    safe.      Should    legal    proi.eedlngs    become 
necessary,  our  lirm  will  help  you.      I  want  to  help 
you,  Swain,"  I  adtied.  warmlv,  "  but  I  must  be  con- 
vinced that  you  deser\e  lielj).      That'-'  •"•••-.  —  ^ 
isn't  it?" 

"  '^  es,"    he    agreed,    ami    lield 

'  And  I  promise." 

"(looil.      And  now   (.rr  the  arrangerjients." 

/uo    t\\  el\e-(oot    huKiers    were    tKce^^ar\.    o,ie 

tor  (.itlier  side   of  t!u-   uali:   but,   luArinii   a   '^hort 

step-I.idder.    the    place   possessed    none   except   the 

long  one   bv   wIrJi   (iodfr.  v   a-id    I    had   :iiounteJ 


s  reasonable, 
out    his    hand. 
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Into  the  tree.  Swain  sujj;gested  tli:it  this  rni^ht 
(Jo  f(jr  one,  hut  I  I'clt  that  it  wouKl  hettcr  stay 
where  it  w  a*^,  and  sent  I  largis  o\er  to  Vonkers  to 
huy  two  new  ones,  instruetin<,f  him  to  hrinjj;  them 
hack  with  him. 

1  !il:i  Swain  and  I  reconnoitred  the  walh  and 
chose  tor  the  cro.->sin(r  a  spot  where  the  L;hiss  e^- 
tarim:ent  seemed  a  little  less  toriindahle  tiian  else- 
where. 

'^  ou  can  step  from  one  ladder  to  the  otiier." 
I  pointed  out.  "  without  touching  the  top  ot'  the 
wall.  A  mere  touch  would  he  dangerous  in  the 
dark." 

lie  noddid  his  agreement,  ami  tinallv  we  fteiit 
back  to  the  house,  (icttini^  tliere,  we  louiid  suil- 
denly  (hat  vve  hatl  notiiinii;  more  to  sav.  Swain 
was  soon  deep  m  his  own  thoughts :  and.  I  must 
contess,  tliat.  at'ter  the  first  excitement.  I  hc'Mn 
to  find  the  aft  lir  a  little  \\ear\inL,^  A:iother  man's 
lovc-attair  is  usually  \\ear\inL:;;  and.  hesides  that, 
the  glimpse  uhiih  1  had  caught  o!"  .Mariorie 
Vaughan  made  me  think  that  s!ie  was  wo:tli\  .,i'  a 
bigger  fish  thin  Swain  would.  e\-er  he.  lie  uas 
right  in  saying  that  tliere  were  thousands  oi'  men 
v.ho  had  more  to  gi\e  her,  and  who  would  he 
eager  to  gi\  e. 

I    examined   Swain,    as   he   sat  there  staring  at 
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nothini;.  with  eyes  not  wIk^Hn  IikiuHs.  11c  was 
liandsdrnc  ciunii^.'i,  hut  in  a  stcreotv  pl-J  wav.  Aiul 
he  was  op.ly  an  insitrnificant  clerk,  uitii  srr,  ill  pros- 
pect (it  e\er  iieiriD:  anythin-  riiikh  better,  tcr  he 
hail  stand  tlie  hattle  <>\  lit'e  too  late.  1  huiest, 
of  course,  i'oriiuiraMe,  cleaii-la.irteJ,  Imt  cnmriK 
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place.  with  a  depth  of  soul  easily  tatiionied.  1 
know  now  i.iat  I  was  unjust  to  .Swain.  p:;r,  at  tiic 
moment,  my  scrutiny  uf  him  lut  me  strait-ely  de- 
pressed. 

\  r.ittle  ot  wheels  on  the  dri\e  hrouc^^ht  us  hotli 
out  ol  our  thuuii:lits.  It  was  1  l;ir;:is  returning;  witli 
the  ladders.  I  liad  him  hang  rliem  w.)  against  the 
shell  where  he  kept  \vs  gardening  implements,  for 
1  did  not  W'sh  him  •,.)  susj^'ct  tlie  inwisi^.n  we 
had  plannedi;  t'leji,  just  to  kill  time  and  -'L-t  a\.av 
from  huam,  I  s[ieni:  an  hour  ^vith  1  largis  in  his 
garden;  an  1  finally  came  tlic  summons  to  dinner. 
-An  Jiour  I.Ter,  as  we  s:;t  on  t.'ie  t'r'nit  p^ireh  smf)k- 
ing,  and  stdl  finding  little  or  t'.otliing  to  sav,  Mrs. 
Hargis  came  out  to  hiii  us  gooil-night. 

"  Mr.  Sv.  am  can  use  die  bedroom  next  to  vours, 
Air.  Lester,"  she  said. 

"  Perhaps  he  won't  stay  all  night."  1  -;,;  i.  '■  It 
he  does,  I'll  sliow  him  the  way  tn  it.  And  thank 
you  vei-y  much,   Mrs.  lianf'    " 

"  Is  there  anything  else  I  ■    u  do,  sir:   ' 
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"  No,  thank  you." 

''  Mr.  (jOilhcy  will  lic  here  a  little  before  mid- 
nii;ht     -  at   least,   that's  liis  usual  tinie  " 

"We'll  wait  up  }(;r  him,"  1  said.  "  Good 
ni;,'!it.  Mrs.  1  lari^is." 

"  (lood  night,  sir,"  and  she  went  l)atk.  into  the 
house. 

1  have  never  passed  thn'UL'h  a  lo/j^er  or  more 
tryin^r  jiour  than  the  next  one  \va>.  and  I  could 
tell  by  the  way  Swain  twitJied  aii"iit  in  his  chair 
that  he  telt  the  teiiiuni  as  i'iui.ii  ;:s  I.  Once  or 
twice  I  tried  to  start  a  conv  ersati(.:i.  but  it  soon 
trickled  dry;  anil  we  ended  bv  sir.okinif  away 
moodily  and   staring;  out   into  the  darkr 

At   last  Swain   sprang  to   his   teet. 
I  can't  stand  this  an\-  longer."  he  said.      "  I'm 
going  over  the  wall." 

I  struck  a  match  and  looked  at  rnv  watch. 
It  isn't  elexen  o'LJock  \et,"   I   u.irned  him. 
I  d<tii"t  care.      I'erhaps  she'll  be  ahc  ul  of  time. 
.\nu\ay,    1    might   as  well   wa,t   there   .is  here." 

"Come  on.  tiien."  I  agreed,  i.-r  1  ivU  ni\se!l 
th.it   .iiiotlur   suih   hour   w.uM   be   uiiendtiialilc. 

I  ogaher  we  made  our  u  .i\  Ivuk  tn  the  shed  atui 
took  <1  I'Aii  tlie  ladders.  \  moment  Liter,  we  were 
at  t!ie  wail.  Swain  placed  hi>  ladder  against  it, 
and  mouMlrd  (juicklx  to  the  tiip.  .\s  he  pauseil 
there.  I  h.ui.lcil  !iim  up  the  otiier  one.      I  Ic  uiuglit 
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It  from  my  hands,  lit'tcii  it  (ucr  the  wall,  and 
lowered  it  carefully  on  the  otiier  side.  As  he  did 
so,  I  heard  him  Lji\e  a  muHleii  extlamation  of 
mingled  pain  and  annoNance,  ami  knew  that  he 
had  cut  himself. 

"Not  had,   is  it?"   I   asked. 

"  No;  only  a  seratch  on  the  wrist."  he  answered 
shortly,  and  the  next  instant  he  liad  swunj;  himself 
over  the  wall  and  disap|ieared. 
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I-oR  some  r)i,)incnfs.  I  stood  starinj,'  up  into  \hc 
<i,irk''.fss,  !i:il!-c\p(.ctin;,'  that  sIkuIown  U^j^uvc  to  re- 
appear. de-^tcMil  th.j  ladder,  and  reioin  me.  'I'iien 
I  sho.'k  nusell'  together.  'I'he  I'aet  tliat  our  plot 
uas  re.dl\-  !i,(n  in^:,  th;,{-  Swain  was  in  the  enemy's 
country,  so  to  '-peak.  )^a\e  the  atiair  a  finality 
which  it  had  kuketi  before.  It  was  too  1,-te  now 
to  hesitate  or  turn  Iia^k;  we  must  press  tu-wiril. 
1  lelt  as  tlmu^ii.  alter  .i  loiiir  period  ol'  u:ieertaint\ . 
war  had  been  declared  and  the  adxance  delmitelv 
litL^un.  So  ir  w.is  wvdi  a  certain  suise  of  relict 
that  I  turned  awav,  walked  slo\..  iy  back  to  the 
house,  and  s.it  down  ag.iin  upon  the  porch  lu 
wait. 

Now  waitin.LX  ;■■  sJdo.n  a  [>leas,int  or  an  easy 
thin;^,  and  I  found  it  that  ni^ht  most  unpleasant 
nnd  une.isN-.  l\)<:,  before  I<jnn;.  d  nibts  beL,an  to 
cro^vd  upon  me  —  do.ulns  o(  the  wiMJi.m  of  the 
c«Mirse  I  I. ad  sub.scribcil  to.  It  would  ti.ivo  been 
wiser,  I  I, .Id  ni\sclf,  if  it  had  \wa\  I,  ,ind  not 
Swam,  who  Ii.'.d  irone  to  (he  rep.de/\  ous;  wiser 
still,  perfiaps.  to  have  soui,'lit  an  interview  op?:ily. 
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and  to  ha\c  made  sure  ot  tlic  lacts  before  seeming 
to  cncr^jra^o  what  might  easily  pr<)\c  to  he  a  jj;irrs 
more  or  less  romaiitie  ilhi>ioiis.  A  inidnif^ht  in- 
ter\ie\v  savoured  too  imieh  of  :TieIi 'drama  to  ap- 
peal to  a  middle-aged  la.wyer  liki.'  iiusclf,  how- 
ever great  Its  appeal  might  he  to  youthful  lo\  ers. 
At  ati)  rate,  I  would  he  eeitain  tha.t  the  need  was 
very  great  hefore   1   eoiiscnted  to  medvilc   further! 

Somewhat  e<i!iiforted  hv  this  lesolution  and 
hy  the  thought  that  !>o  real  harm  had  as  yet  heen 
done,  I  struck  a  match  and  looked  at  mv  watch. 
It  was  half-past  ele\eti.  Well,  whatever  the  story 
was.  Swain  was  hearing  it  now.  and  1  should  hear 
it  hetore  long.  .\nd  then  I  caught  the  !nnn  of  an 
approaching  ear,  and  was  momentarily  lilinded  hy 
the  glare  of  acet\lene  lat7i[is. 

"Hello,  Lester,"  called  (ioilfre\'s  voice,  "  I'll 
he  haik  in  a  itiinute,"  and  he  ran  the  car  mi  tow.ird 
the   rear  of   tlie   house. 

1  stood  up  with  a  gis[)  of  thankfulness.  Here 
was  someone  to  coiilide  in  atul  adv'-^e  with.  The 
stretch  of  lonely  waiting  was  at  an  end;  it  had 
hecn  a  trying  e\ening  ! 

1  think  the  warmth  of  my  greeting  surprised 
(loillrey     for  he   looked   at   me   curiously. 

"Sit  vlown,  dodfrey."  I  saiil.  "I've  got 
somethmg  to  tell  vou." 

"  What,  discov  cries  alreadv  ?  "  he  laughed,  hut 
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he  drew  a  chair  close  to  mine  and  sat  down. 
"  Well,  what  arc  they?  " 

I  bc^Mn  at  the  !)cf,Mi,nin^^  and  related  the  dav". 
adventures,  lie  hstened  without  cornnient,  !>ijr  ! 
couhl   see   iiow  his   i.Mterest  ^rew, 

"  So  youn^r  Swain  is  over  in  those  j^'rounds  now." 
lie  said  thouKditfuIly.  m  hen   I   had  tinislied. 

"Ks;  he's  lieen  .ere  threeMjuarter^  ol"  an 
hour." 

"  Why  do  you  si;[ipose  .Miss  \'au-han  nanied 
so  hite  an  hour?  " 

"  I  don'r  know.  I'erhaps  because  •^he  w  is 
afrjid  (.r  liein^  discovered  ea  'ier  than  tliat  -  -or 
perhaps  nierch  because  she's  just  a  roniantic  ^irl." 

(  Midi  rev  sat  wiih  his  head  bent  in  tliou^ht  lor 
n  riioment. 

_  "  I  have  it!  "  Ik<  aid.  "  At  elc\  en-t!ii;rv  e\  .-rv 
ni^'Iit  her  lather  and  the  adept  -o  up  to  t!,e  root, 
t<)  remain  diere  till  midnight.  Jhat  is  t.b.e  one 
tune  of  die  w  bok  u'ay  when  she  is  absolutelv  ,ure 
to   l»e  alone.      Come   abm^,    I.esterl" 

He  was  on  his  l\  et  now,  and  his  \oiee  was 
(]ui\e!in|r  with  excitement. 

■'  ^\■bere  are  vou  ^oinjj;?"  I  askcil. 

"  I 'p  the  ladder.  It's  nearly  twelve.  If  t!-.c 
star  (alls  as  usual,  we'll  know  that  everythim:  is 
:!!!  rij,'!ir.      If  it  doesn't     ..." 

He  did  not  linish,  but  hurried  away  amonir  the 
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trees.  In  a  niomont  \vc  were  at  the  huiJcr;  in 
another  moment  we  were  hij^h  amon^  the  leaves, 
strainint^  our  eyes  through  the  darkness. 

"  I'm  ^oing  to  h)ok  at  my  watch,"  said  (iod- 
frey,  in  a  low  voice.  "  Lean  l\ick  and  screen 
me. 

I  heard  the  flash  of  tlie  match  and  saw  a  little 
glare  of  light  against  the  nearest  leaves.  liien 
(jodfrey's  voice  spoke  again. 

"  It's  thrri-  minutes  of  twelve,"  he  said. 
1  here  wa--  a  tension  in  his  \-oici'  whi^'i  scr.t  a 
shiver  through  mc,  though  j  un<krstniid  i^t  dimly 
what  it  was  he  kared.  'liie  stars  were  siiining 
hrightly,  and  once  I  fancicvi  that  I  saw  -he  str.mirc 
star  appear  among  them:  !>ut  when  I  dnsevi  my 
eyes  lor  an  instant  and  looked  again,  it  u.is  gone. 
Slow  minute  followed  minute,  antl  the  hand  with 
which  I  clutched  the  ladder  li.gan  to  tremhle. 
I  he  sight  of  that  mysterious  li^lu  li.id  shaken  me 
the  niglit  he! ore.  Init  not  li.df  so  deeply  as  its  ab- 
sence shook  me  now.  At  list  the  suspen.se  grew 
unenduiahlc. 

"  it  must  he  long  past  midnight,"   I  whisjiered. 

"  It  IS,"  agreed  Ciodfrey  gra-.ely;  "  wc  may  as 
well  go  down." 

He  [viused  an  instant  longer  to  stare  out  into 
die  darkniss,  then  tlescendcd  (juickly.  I  followed, 
and  found  him  waiting,  a  dark  shadow.      He  put 
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Ills  hand  on  my  arm,  and  stood  a  rnr)mcnt.  as 
though  in  indecision,  lor  niyscll,  1  tVlt  as  though 
an  intolerable  burden  had  been  laid  up.m  rnv 
shoulders. 

"  Well."  I  asked,  at  last,  "what  now?" 
"  We  must  see  if  Swain  has  returned,"   he   an- 
swered.     -If    he    has,    all    riuht.      If   he    hasn't, 
we'll   ha\e  to  i^i)  ami  |of)k   for  hini." 

"  What  is  it  you  fear,  Codfrcy?  "  I  demanded. 
"  Do  \()ii  think  Swain's  in  danger?" 

"  I  don't  know  what  1  fear;  but  there's  some- 
thm-  wron-  over  there.  Tliis  is  t!ie  tirst  night 
ior  a    week   Hiat   t!iat   light   hasn't   appeared." 

"Still,"  1  pointed  out,  -'tliat  mav  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with   Swain." 

"  No;  but  it's  a  coincidence  that  he  should  be  in 
the   grounds  — and    I'm   alwavs   alraid    of   coinci- 
clcnces.      Let.  us  see  if  he  is  baek."  and  he  tu:ned 
toward  the   house. 
Ihit  I  held  his  arm. 

"!'■  he's  back,"   I   said,   "he'll  have  taken  the 
ladtiers  down   from  the  wall." 

"  I  hat's  true,"  and  together  we  made  our  wav 
forward  among  the  trees.  Then  we  reached  the 
uall.  and  there  was  the  dun  white  line  of  the  lad- 
der leaning  against  it.  Without  a  word,  (iodfrev 
mounted  it.  stood  an  instant  at  the  top,  and  rhen 
came  dowfi   again. 
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"The  (.the;-  hui.icr  is  m.:1  tlu'ii,"  he  salA,  and 
took  oit  i,.h  t.i:>  a  .  ..),•,!  his  iicad  pci  J'lcxv  jis  . 
I  could  not  s.v  li'.s  Ki^c.  but  I  a).;,d  ^uess  hi.w 
ttnsc  It.  w.is.  1  h-vi  nccn  uiih  iiim  in  main  trv- 
ing  bitu.i.,.;ns,  luiL  i.',i_v  uiuc  bciorc  had  I  seen 
limi  libc  that  gesture  ! 

"  It  Won  t  iJo  :n  alarin   t'lc  h.ouse,"  he  s  liii.   at 
Ki^t.      "  J)(.  \ou  kii.-w  uiicic  iie  ua^  to  meet  M; 
\  augiian ':  " 

"■  At  an  arbour  in  one  eorner  ol'  the  ^M-ounds,"  I 
answered. 

i  iieii  We'll  Starr  Irorn  tliere  and  take  a  (]iiict 
look  lor  him.      Wait    iiere   iwr  mc   a  minule." 

lie  liic.ud  iiii.)  tne  daiMiLhs,  and  I  Mnot]  liold- 
itiL;  on  to  i.ic  ladder  as  tiioni^rh  in  daiiLu  r  ol  lall- 
uil;,  and   s.  oji^r  ;,^   li,^.  ;,,,,  ,,|-  ^l^^.  ^^j,,     \\i,^,p,_,    [ 

had   last   s.-Lii   .wa;!!.      .\;i   iiour   and    a    halt    had 
passed   siiue   then. 

A  touth  on  the  arm  brought  mc  around  with 
a  >tart. 

"Here,  put  this  pistol  in  your  pocket."  said 
^odhey"s  \oiie,  and  I  tVlt  the  weapon  pressed 
'"'"  "ly  hand.  "  Anil  here's  an  eleelnc  torch. 
l->o  you  leel  the  buiion  .'  " 

"  "^  es,  "  I  sa  d.  and  pressed  it.  A  rav  ol"  lij^'ht 
shot  toward  the  wall,  Init  1  released  i!ie  button 
instantly. 

"  Vou"d  Ivtrcr  keep  it  in  your  hand,"  he  addled. 


;8 


II ii:  (,L()\];i)  HAM) 


rc'iuiy    ir.r    acrion.      No    t^ninL,^   uii.it    we'll    run 
across.      /\iKi  n>j\v  c(h;vj  aiic;ui."" 

i  Ic   put   !iib    loot  un   liic   l.uldcr,   but    1    stoppciJ 
linti. 

Look  hero.  (ioi.!t  rcy,"'  I  siiiil,  "  lid  \'ou  re  ilisi.' 
tliar  what  we're  al.out  to  Jo  is  prett\'  serinu^'r 
Swam  i!i!;;iit  have  a  Ie;;al  excuse,  since  the  daughter 
ol  t!ie  h'luse  united  h.ini  to  a  uieetini;;;  hut  ii  we 
Li;o  over  tiic  walK  we're  tres[Kissers  pure  aiui  sim[ile. 
Anyhody  who  runs  across  us  in  the  dark.nes>  has 
the  rii^ht  to  shoot  us  ih.wn  without  asking  anv  (jues- 
ti(jns--and  we'd  h  i\  e  ik^  'c'gal  n^ht  to  -^lioot 
hack!" 

I   couKi  iicar  (loeilre)'  chuckhuL:,  .md   I    !c'r  <)\\ 
iheeks  redden. 

\<.)X\  renuntl  nie  of  lartarin,"  he  s.iid;  "the 
adxenturi.  r-  I  artarui  ui';i;iiiL:  \ou  on,  the  hn\y:r-  i  ,'.r- 
t.irui   hoK!.iiir  vou   liack.      Mv  advice  is  to  s'.i.ike 


tlie  law\er,   Lester. 


le  s  out  of  his  element  here 


to-ni^!it.  init  it  he's  too  strong;  for  \ou,  whv, 
stay  here."  and  he  started  up  the  Kidder. 

Hurniii;;  witli  \c\atioii,  I  startcii  alter  hini,  hut 
sudtlenlv  he  stopped. 

"  Listen  I  "    he    whispered. 

I  h.eard  sometlunj;  rattle  a^ain^t  tlie  oilier  -idc 
«>1  the  wall;  then  a  dark  h^ure  aj'pcarcd  on  the 
ccpinn;. 

1    telt   (lodfi-ev   press   nu    hack,    and    de-   ended 
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cautinuslv.  A  moment  l.itcr.  something  sllj  ci,,un 
the  u;ill.  ami  I  knew  rhar  the  per.oii  .it  the  top  h.id 
littcJ  tiie  other  ladJer  (>\er.  I'Ucn  the  fiiUire 
Jescemied,  aiul  tlien  a  distorted  I'ace  stared  into 
the  .drcle  ot"  (iodtrey's  toreli. 

lor  a  hreath.  I  did  not  reco^niise  it;  then  I  sa\v 
that   it  was  Swain's. 

I  shall  ne\er  torjrct  the  shock  it  ^a\e  me,  v.itli 
Its  siartmt^r  ^yes  and  workin.^Lj  niouth  and  smear  ot' 
blood  aeros^  the  forehead,  (.odtrev,  I  knew,  was 
also  startled,  for  the  li-ht  flashed  out  for  an  in- 
stant, and  then  ilasiied  on  :v^din. 

"What  is  it,  Swain?"  1  eried.  and  seized  him 
by  the  arm:  hut  he  shook  me  oft  rouuhK. 

"Stand  back!"  he  cried,  hoarselv.  "Who  is 
It .''      Wl:at  lio  you  want?  " 

"  It's  Lester,"  I  said,  and  (iodfrev  :las!ied  his 
torch   into  my   face,   then   back  to  Swain's. 

"  But    >ou'rc    not   alone." 

"  No;  this  is   Mr.   (jodfrey." 

"  Mr.  Codfrcy?  " 

"Whose   house  we're   stayintr  at."    I    explaincti. 

"Ahl"  -lid  Swain,  and  juit  one  hand  tn  his 
luad  and  le.ined  hea\  ilv  a.uauist  th,    l.iddcr. 

"  I    think    \vc\\    hetter    i^o    to    the    house,"    (,od- 

Me\     suiruesfed.     soothinajv.      •'  Wc     all     n^-^'d     a 

bracer.      Then  we  can  talk.      Don't  vou  think  so, 
\  f .-    c ;..  0  " 
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S\v;iin  rvulilcil  \acaiil!\,  hut  1  cojli!  s^c  that  he 
had  not  uiulcrstooil.  I'.s  tacc  was  stiil  wurkin^ 
and  !ir  M'.rict!  to  he  hi  pain. 

"  I  want  to  wash,"  he  said,  tliickly.  "  I  cut  my 
wrist  on  that  damned  .ulass,  and  I'm  M  nd  all  cncr, 
and  mv  li-;;;^ '■>  wrnnrr.  son'cliow."  j  Us  \>)ice 
trail'  d  (ift   into  an   i;  •  .lumhlc.   but   he 

luid  dill'  jiand  up  :  lU)  the  eirclc  of  light.  ,}nd  I 
saw  t!,;'t  his  cult  was  soaked  uidi  t>!o(Hl  an^  his 
luiml  s:  ri  akcd  w  '.i.'i  it. 

"Come  alo.-i:^r,  tiicn,"  said  dodfreN  perempto- 
rllv.  "  \i>A'vc  right  —  that  tut  must  he  attcndetl 
to,"  and  !ie  started  toward  ;h.c  house. 

"Wait!"  Swain  ca'Ld  .liter  I'm.  with  unex- 
pectc'vi  \!gou:-.  "  \\\  must  t.ikc  d.\\i\  ilie  ladders. 
We  mustn't   ie.i\e  tiieiTi   here.'" 

"  Why  not?" 

"It  they're  foutul,  the'.'ll  s'as[iect  -  they'll 
know  .  .  ."  lie  stopped,  slammering,  and 
again  his  \-oiee  trailed  away  into  a  mumble,  as 
thouL^h  heyoiul  !i;s  control. 

(loiitrey  loi/keil  at  iiim  for  a  moment,  and  I 
could  guess  at  the  surprise  and  •.i'-iiicion  in  his 
eyes.  I  m.sili"  was  iii  at  ease,  I  -r-  there  was 
sometliiiig  in  Swahi's  face  —  a  ^-ort  of  \.icaTit  lior- 
ror  and  dumh  j,hrinking  —  that  filk.l  me  with  a 
vague  rep'ulsion.      And  then  to  sej  his  i.iw  work- 
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inp;,  as  he  tried  to  toim  articuhittj  words  and  could 
not,  sent  a  shiver  over  .iiy  :>ca!ii. 

"  Very  wel!."  (,odire>  .i-rLcu,  at  hist.  "  We'll 
take  the  hukiers,  since  \ou  tliiiik  it  so  impor- 
tant. You  take  tlial  one,  Lester,  and  I'll  take 
this." 

1  stooped  to  raise  the  ladder  to  my  shouhier, 
when  suddenly,  cuttJit^  the  darkness  like  a  knile, 
came  a  scream  so  i>ierein^'.  so  \;i)rani  with  tear, 
that  I  stood  tliere  erouchini:.  ewry  muscle  ri^id. 
Af^.iin  the  scream  came,  more  jMii^tiarit.  more  tei- 
rihle,  wruni:;  irmn  a  womairs  thrc  at  li\  the  last 
extreriiit\  o!  horror;  and  t!ien  a  s:Ieni:e  sickeninj^ 
and  aw  111!.      W'ii.it  u.is  happenini:  ;n  that  silence? 

I  stood  ere:r.  ^apinj:.  sullocated,  rising  as  t  roni 
a  lonj;  suhme:  ii.  (jodfre/s  ii/i.tjer  had  slipped 
from  the  hiittoii  ol'  his  tore!:,  and.  we  were  in  dark- 
ness: hut  s  ddenl\  a  dim  tigurc  hurled  itself  past 
us,  up  the   .  idder. 

With  a  low-  cry.  Ciodl'rey  snatched  at  it,  but  his 
hanti  tlutclicd  only  the  er.'i^t^  air.  'I  he  next  in- 
stant, th.e  li.i:ure  poised  itseli  on  the  copm;^  o»  the 
wall  ami  tiun  phm;  o  I'-rward  oi.t  ol  sij^iit.  I 
hearil  t'le  cra^h  of  hifak  -i^  branches,  a  scramble, 
a  patter  of  feet,  and  all  was  still. 

"  it's  SwainI"  said  C.odfrcy.  hoarselv;  "and 
that's  .;  twclvc-iiH)t  uTxpI      Why,  t-c  :7ian  s  mad! 
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Hand  IMC  tint  !:ul.lcr,  Ll'sIltI"  fu:  aJdcd,  (uy  he 
was  :ilrcau\  ,it  the  l"-.  ,,i  the  w.ilh 

I  liltL^I  !i,  as  i  haJ  done  oiilc  ivldrc  thai  night, 
aii.l  saw  (Muil'rcy  shdc  it  ()\cr  the  w.ilh 

"  Conic  (in  :  "  he  said.  "  Wc  must  save  hitn  if 
we  cati  !  "  ;i;id   he,   too,   iilsa;'peared. 

I  lie-  next  instant,  I  v.iis  seranir.hnL;  desperately 
ifter  hijii.       The  Jawycr- Jartarin   had  xanished! 


CIIAPTl'K    VI! 


T  II  I.     I  K  \(-l   i)\ 

'I'm-,  wall  was  masked  on  the  otlRr  siJe  in  a 
Jense  growth  of  shruhbcry,  and  srru^L!;liii,L;  tlirou^li 
thi;,,  I  found  myself  on  the  frravelled  path  where 
1  had  seen  Marjorie  X'au^han.  Before  me,  along 
this  paiii,  sped  a  shadow  which  I  knew  to  he  dml- 
frcy,  and  I  followed  at  top  speed.  At  the  end 
of  a  moment,  1  cau<j;ht  a  Hash  of  li^lit  amon^'  the 
trees,  and  knew  that  we  were  nearing  the  hcuse ; 
but  1  saw  no  sif^n  of  Swain. 

We  came  to  the  stretch  of  open  lawn,  ciosseii 
it,  and,  guided  by  the  lij;ht,  found  ourselve-,  at  the 
end  of  a  short  avenue  of  trees.  At  t!ie  other  ^-wd, 
a  stream  of  light  poured  from  an  open  door,  and 
against  that  light  a  running  figure  was  silhouetteii. 
F.ven  as  I  saw  it,  it  bounded  tlirough  the  open 
door  and  vanished. 

"  It's  Swain  I"  gasped  (iodfrey;  and  then  we, 
too,  were  at  t!  at  open  door. 

i-"or  an  instant,  I  thought  the  rocm  was  empty. 
Then,  from  behind  the  table  in  the  centre,  a  de- 
moniac, blood-stainetl  figure  rose  into  vi;w,  hold- 
ing in  i(s  arms  a  v.  !.;te-r(;bcd  woman.  ,.ith  a 
sort   of   ner\ous   shock.    I    sa"'  that  the   man   was 

''3 
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Sw.Tin,    ami    ihc    \\.:M;.!n    Marn.nc    \'aii^  A 

thrill  ot  tear  ran  throimh  rnc  as  I  saw  .  her 
hiaci  (Vll  h.ukuarJs  a.ua;nst  his  shouMcr,  Inns  her 
arms  hunu,  limp.     . 

Without  so  nuicfi  as  a  ulancc  in  f.ur  .iircciion,  he- 
laid  her  gently  on  a  euueh,  fell  to  his  knees  he- 
suie   it,   and  lui^^an  to  ehale   her  wrists. 

It  was  (,odlre\  who  tiiastereu  Inrnself  first,  and 
who  step[)eii  lorwaid  to  .S\\.;'ri's  side. 

"  Is  slie  dead?  "   he  ;!^;^.  ,\. 

Swam  shook  his  head  impatiently,  without  look- 
infi:  up. 

"  I  low  is  she  hurt?"'  Codl'rev  persisted,  hend- 
injr  el.iser  ahov.-  the  uneonsiinus  ^;rl. 

Swai:i  shot  film  one   rul  t/Iance. 

"She's  not  luirt !  "'  he  <aid,  h.^irsely.  ''She 
has   I'.ilmcd  --th;ii"s  all.     (,,,  aua   ." 

Hu;  (.odfrev  did  not  uoawiv.  .\t'ter  one  hurn- 
Inj;  look  at  ^uain's  lowerin.u^  face,  he  luait  arain 
ahove  the  s.mI  h.umre  on  the  r.uiJi.  md  toudied  Ins 
finiiers  to  »lie  temples.  What  he  saw  or  Mt 
seemed  tor'  .iir.  Jutn.  lor  his  Noiec  was  more  com- 
posed \\';iii  !ie  spoke  aLra'n. 

I   think  you're  rit^'ht.  Swain.'*  he  said.      "  Hut 
we'd  i'etter  cilj  someone." 

"  Call   awa\  '  "  sn.irleii  Swain. 

"  "^  ou  mean  t!;erc's  no  one  here?  Surelv,  her 
father     ..." 
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lie  stopped,  for  at  the  vvorils  hwain  had  burst 
into  a   hoarse   laiij^h. 

"  Her  father!  "  he  cried.  "  Oh,  yes;  he's  here! 
Call   hiiri  I      lie's  ()\er  there!" 

lie  maiie  a  wild  gesture  toward  a  hi)^h-hacked 
eas\'-chair  beside  the  table,  Ins  e\e^  '.•learimi;.;  wiih 
an  almost  lietidish  ext;teiiient ;  then  the  gleam 
faded,   and  he  turneti  back,  to  the  uirl. 

Cjotitrey  cast  one  ast'inislied  jjiiin.e  at  hini  and 
strode  to  the  chai,.  I  saw  his  hue  quivir  with 
suilden  horror.  I  saw  him  cattii  ;!t  the  t.ible  tor 
supporr.  and  ii  r  an  instant  he  stii<)d  stannic  liown. 
']  hen  he  turned  stiliiy  tinvarJ  mc  and  i:iotioned  me 
to  appnxich. 

In  the  chair  a  w?n  sat  fiuddletl  forward  —  a 
gre^-lul^•ed  man,  tiad  ii  a  uiwie  robe.  I  lis  hands 
were  mippini";  the  clrii:-arms  as  tlujiii'h  in  a;;'>ny. 
I  lis   head   hun-^   down   ali!''">t   upon    h  -.  knees. 

Siletitly  (loijlrey  reailitd  down  anil  raiseil  the 
head.  ;\nd  x  cry  ol  horror  burst  Irom  l^otli  of 
us. 

rite  face  was  purple  with  ConKc^'etl  blond,  I'lc 
toriL'ue  swdllen  .md  horribly  protruding,  the  eyes 
su;iused  anil  startiti}.^  trmn  lh,.ir  sockets.  And 
then,  ai  a  n^oti"n  (yam  (iodfrey'"  finder,  I  saw  liiat 
abiu.t  the  nec!<  a  cord  was  tit»luly  knott«.d.  1  he 
mar  had  been,  strangled. 

Ciodfre\.    after   a    breaihltss   monunt    In    wludi 


ro'ic  was  spotted 
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f'f  r.Kule  H,rc  thar  the  man  was  <|uitc  dead,  let 
the  he:.l  rail  inruard  again.  h  airncd  n  e  suk 
t<.  see  h  Av  Inu-  Ir  sagi^ed,  h.nv  lin.p  ,t  hun-.  \nd 
I  sa-,v  that  the  collar  of  the  white 
with  hioinl. 

1  '1-  ""t  know  what  wa^-  in  Godlrev's  mind, 
I'ur,  hy  a  comm,.n  Itriuulse,  we  turned  and  looked 
•^t  -^^^ain.  !le  was  still  on  his  knees  heside  the 
couch.      Apparently    he    had    tori^otten    our    prcs- 

"ffs   plain    enough,"   said   (io<lfrev.    his   voice 

f^f  ^^"''^••  =  =  ''^'""-      '•  She  came  in  and  lound  the 

I'oc.y.      No  wonder  she  screamed  like  that'      Bur 

where  are  ti,e  servants?      Where  is  evervhodv  ? - 

1  lie  same  t.'iought  was  in  mv  own  m;nd       d"he 

I'tter   Silence   ol"   t!.e   house,    the    faa   that   no   one 

catne,  added,  son.ehow,   to  the  horror  of  the  mo- 

"H-nr.       J  lio.e  wild  screams  must  have  echoed  trorn 

cellar  to  garret  -  -  and  yet  no  one  came! 

Cndirev   n.ade   a    rapid   scrufir.v  ui    the    room 

^v•hK■h  -..  a>  c.  Idemlv  the  hlM  ar.^.  u  ith  a  double  door 
openmg  upon  the  grounds  and  another  opposite 
"Penmg  nno  th.  hall.  (  .„  the  .all  beside  the 
'nner  door,  he  found  an  electric  button,  and  Ik- 
pushed  It  for  some  moments,  but  there  was  n 
response.  If  it  ra..^  a  bell,  the  bell  was  so  fa 
nwav  that  wc  culd  r.ot  hear  it. 

\    i'eavs     curtain    hung    across    the    d.:oruav. 


Ill 
ir 
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(lodfrcy  pulled  it  aside  and  peered  into  the  hall 
beyond  I  he  hall  was  dark  and  silent.  With 
face  decidedly  ^rini.  he  took  his  torch  i'roin  one 
pocket  and  his  pi-tol  t'roni  another. 

"  C  wiie  alonj;.  Lester,"  he  said.  "  \V(  've  got 
to  look  into  this.  Have  yuir  torch  readv  —  and 
vour  pistol.  (,od  knows  what  I'urtiier  horrors  this 
liouse  cont;iins  I 

He  pulled  back  the  curtain,  so  li,  ;  tiic  iiall  was 
Ii^lued  to  so/m-  extent  t'rom  the  open  iloomay,  and 
then  passed  throu<:h,  I  af'ter  h'rn.  The  hall  was 
::  brand  one.  rcnnin^  ri^ht  throui^h  tiie  centre  oi 
tile  house  troni  t'ront  to  rear,  dodfrev  proceeded 
cautioudy  and  vet  rapidh  the  whole  length  of  it, 
rtashini;  his  torch  into  e\er\  room.  i  hey  were 
all  luxuriously  Turnisheil,  hut  were  empty  of  hu- 
nian  occupants.  I'rom  the  kitchen,  which  closed 
the  hail  at  the  rear,  a  ilij^^.it  of  stone  steps  led 
down  into  the  basement.  :.nd  ( lodfrcy  descended 
these  with  a  steadine^s  I  could  not  hut  admire. 
We  found  oi;rsel\es  in  a  s*juare.  stone-fUin^cd 
room,  oidendy  used  as  a  laundry.  Two  doors 
openeil  out  of  it,  hut  lioth  were  secured  with  hea\y 
padlocks. 

"Store-rooms  or  wine-cellars,  perhap>,"'  dod- 
frcy  ventured,  mounted  the  stairs  ni^ain  to  tlie  kit- 
chen, and  returned  to  the  room  w'.  -i,,-  w.  ]>■],] 
started. 
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Kvcrythini^r  t'lcrc  was  as  wc  had  loft  it.  The 
dead  wan  sat  hudcilcd  forward  in  his  chair;  Swain 
was  still  (Ml  his  kncrs  beside  the  ccnicli ;  the  ^nrl 
had  not  stirred,  (.odirey  went  to  the  side  of  the 
couch,  and,  li;sre^a^d'n<.(  Swain's  licrce  glance, 
aj^ain  placed  his  lint^crs  lightly  on  the  g.d's  left 
ttniple.     'J  hen  he  came  hack  to  me. 

"  If  she  doesn't  re\i\e  prctlv  soon,"  he  said, 
"  we'll  have  to  try  henjic  measures.  iJut  there 
nuist  he  somebody  in  the  house.  Let's  I'ok  up- 
stairs." 

He  led  the  way  up  tlic  broad  staii  .  which  rose 
midway  of  the  hail,  sendm-  a  lon^  ra>  ul  lltrht 
aluad  of  liiui.  i  h.n.nvL.,  in  no  very  happy  frame 
nf  mnui.  for  I  con  I  ess  ffiat  th's  midn-tihr  explora- 
tion of  an  unkiKuvn  house,  wih  a  murdered  man 
for  Its  only  occuj.aiU,  was  j_;ettin;4  on  my  nerves. 
But  (.'.xllny  prnceevleii  calmly  and  systematically. 

i  he  hall  abose  corresponded  to  that  l>e!ow,  with 
two  doors  on  each  side,  o|)ennu;  irUo  b.droom 
suites.  '1  he  hrst  w.is  jiroiiahly  tint  of  the  mas- 
ter of  the  house.  It  consisted  o»  bedroom.  ])arh 
and  dressin-;-room,  hut  there  was  no  one  there. 
The  ncM  was  evidentl;,  Miss  Vauulun's.  It  also 
had  u  bath  ami  a  daintily-furnished  boudoir:  but 
these,  too,  were  empty. 

'I  hen,  as  wc  opened  the  door  acr.,,-,,  ^  ,,    hall,  a 
stran^ic   odour  saluted    us  — an    Oihmr   supj^cstive 
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somehow  of  tiic  l'';ist  —  wiiicli,  in  l!ij  first  tnoiiutu, 
ciiiij^ht  the  hii.uii  Ironi  the  tiiroat,  nrid  in  the  sec- 
ond seemed  to  inulile  and  retard  the  heating  ol  the 
heart. 

A  flush  n''  Ciodfrey's  torcli  ^fmurd  t'laf  we  were 
in  a  hlilc  entry,  closed  at  the  laiiiier  end  hy  a 
fieavy    drapi-ry.       (  ioJtre\  loiv.a.d     :i'.n\ 

sv\ept  the  ih^apery  aside.  i  iie  rusii  ol  perluiiie 
wa^,  i)ver[iowering,  and  throu;.;h  the  i)pening  came 
a  soft  l;!.<u-  ol   li^ht. 

It  was  a  moment  he  hire  I  got  my  hreaili;  then 
a  mist  seemed  to  tall  from  hetore  my  eyes  and 
a  strange  sense  ol  exaUaiion  and  weil-heing  stole 
through  me.  I  saw  (Jodfrcy  standing  motionless, 
transfixed,  with  one  hand  holding  hack  tlje  lir.ip- 
ery,  and  .lis  torch  hanging  unused  in  the  luher,  and 
I  crept  forward  and  peered  over  his  shoulder  at 
the  strangest  scene  I  h,i .  .  apan. 

Just  in  front  of  us,  poised  in  the  air  some  three 
feet  from  th.'  floor,  hung  a  sphere  of  crystal,  glow- 
ing with  a  soft  radiance  which  seemed  to  wax  and 
wane,  to  quiver  almost  tn 
hurn  mo!  clear!'. 
buttering,  pausing,  le.r 
sion.  And  as  I  ga/ed 
could  see  within  it  str.i 
changed  and  merged  a 


moment,   and 


k1   tnen   to 
dreamer  s  pulse, 
cord  wiHi  his  \  i- 
r.     I   fancied   1 
hapcs,  which 
ro.'ii  moment  to 
:'■-   and  more 
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su.i:y;c stive.      I   bent  hu-uard.  straliiiiiLj  mi\-  cvcs  to 
sec  liieui  hetter,  to  t'athnm  their  nieaiiiii  ^ 

(li'ilt.-ev,  tiiniiiii^  to  sjKMk  to  ine,  saw  m\  at- 
titude arui  slioiik  rue  rouj^'liK   by  tlie  arm. 

•■  Oon't  do  that,  Eester!"  he  growled  in  inv 
t;ir.      '■  1  aLe  your  eyes  (jtt  that  crystal!  " 

I  tried  to  move  my  eyes,  but  could  not,  until 
(•odtrey  pulled  me  around  to  face  him.  1  st^^od 
bliiiklnir  at  him  stupidly. 

"  I  was  nearly  ^one.  myself,  before  I  realised 
the  dan-er,"  he  said.  "  A  sphere  like  that  can 
ii\pi'.otise  a  man  more  quickly  than  anything  else 
on  earth,  especially  when  his  resistance  is  lessened, 
as  It  IS  by  this  heavy  [lerfume." 

"It  was  rather  pleasant,"  1  said.  "1  should 
like  to  try  it  some  lime." 

"  Well,  NOW  can't  try  it  now.  You've  pot  some- 
tfimc:  else  to  do.  Besides,  it  has  two  victims  al- 
ready." 

"  Two  victims?  " 

"  I.ook  carefully,  but  keep  vniir  eyes  off  the 
si^luiv,"  be  sail!,  anil  swung  me  aiound  toward 
the  roo;n  again. 

The  room  was  shrouiled  in  impenetrable  dark- 
ness, e\(ein  for  the  faint  and  (lulwiin^  radiance 
which  the  sphere  emitted,  and  as  I  plunged  mv 
eves  into  its  tlepths  in  an  etlnir  to  see  what  la\ 
there,  it  seuned  f.  me  that  1  b  •  i  ■•  ■•,  er  seen  black- 
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ncss  so  black.  As  i  .:,:.\1  !nti)  ir.  with  straining 
eyes,  a  \'a^in.  turm  i.r^  w  iii!!il\-  N'lsihlc  licsiJc  tfie 
gI()\vin,Li;  Sjilicic;  aiui  tiici  I  fLCoikil  :i  little,  tor 
sudtlciily   :t  took  :.ii.'.[ic  and    I   saw  it   was  a  man. 

I  iuul  a  ij'i'jci-  l.wuy,  as  I  stood  tiu:re,  that  it 
was  rciiK  a  picture  ::ilo  which  I  was  j^a/.iriL!;  — 
one  ot  Kenihraiidr  >  tor.  ^ra>iuall\,  one  iktail 
after  anoilier  enie;\;^'ed  iVoni  t'le  darkness.  \  a;.;ue 
shallows  took  on  .siripe  and  ineanin;j;.  hut  farther 
hack  there  was  alwa.xs  more  siiadow,  and  farther 
hack  still  more 

I  he  n:an  w  as  litiiiig  crossdegged  on  a  low  ili\  an, 
his  hand^  u'o-,sed  in  front  of  him  and  hanging 
liniidy  baueen  !iis  knees.  I  lis  clothing  I  could 
see  hut  \agiieiy,  for  it  was  mer^cii  into  the  dark- 
ness ;d)out  hini,  I)iit  iiis  hands  stood  out  white 
against  it.  lie  u;i  >  staring  ->tr:)iii;ht  at  the  crystal, 
\\:ih  unua\ering  and  unwiiiking  Lia/e.  arul  sat  as 
motionless  as  thouuh  car\ed  in  st(>ne.  Ihe  glow 
1  roni  the  sphere  picked  out  ins  prohle  with  a  line 
ot  light — 1  could  see  the  h!:.;h  torehead,  tlie 
sti-ong,  cur\ed  no'..^\  th.e  t'nll  lips  sh.uKd  hv  a  tV.irit 
moustaLiie,  and  tiie  lonL":  ehln.  only  partkdK  uin- 
cealed  h)-  a  ch'se-clipped  heard.  It  was  a  won- 
derful aiid  coMj  Jling  I'ace.  espeuallv  ;\s  I  liieti 
aaw  ;r,  and  I  ga/.ed  at  it  lor  a  lon;_r  moment. 

It's  the  adept,   I   si  ppose,"   said  (lodtrcy.   no 
longer  t.ik'-;     care  to  lower  hi;  ■     "    ■. 


J 
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il  IS,  uiiii..-. • 


I:  sounded  unnaturally  loud  in  rhc  al^solutc  still. 
"t'^s  <>'"  t^"-  •'  ■  .:  :  looked  at  liie  adept 
(j       dy,  l>u'  he  had  not  nriovcd. 

■ '  '  .   "    I    a  ,iM  d. 
-Oii't    hear    a    l\a\)    (.f    tluindcr. 
;iklnjr." 

1    looked  a'Mui  at  the  impassive  li^^tire. 
"  I  le's  not  (akir;  -  "  ^  -aid. 

'1  don't  know,  a.,w  CjodiVcj  s!i(,ok  his  liead 
scvvrinUy.  "It  looks  like  the  real  thin^r—hut 
til.  Allows  arc  mijrhty  .!  v.r.  Oo  you  see  ihc 
other  vietinir      There's  v.  ,  ahout  it!  " 

"  1  see  no  one  el er  a  vain  scrutiny. 

*' Look  carefully  on  j  of  the  sphere. 

Di.n'i  you  Nee  sonietl.injr  there?  " 

^h   i)^'  rting  und 

for  a  niouiei.L  i  'iv^er  [  saw  n 

grev  shape  i,  ,  .  oni  t,ie  blackness,     ir 

was  an  uj^ly  and  rcpuUive  shape,  sleuvLr  IkIoa. 
but  swellin<r  hideously  at  the  ,   d  a^  I  star.d 

at  :-,  It  seemed  to  me  that  it  returned  my  stare 
w....  inali^nant  eyes  screened  by  a  pair  ot  uiuce- 
rhnmed  ^lasses.  'Jhen,  with  a  sensation  ot  di/,- 
zmcss,  1  saw  that  the  shape  was  swaying'  i;entiy 
back  and  foriii,  in  a  sort  oi'  riiythm.  Aiui  th,  n. 
<!  >  suddenh'.  I  saw  whit  it  wui,  and  a  emll  ui 
''■■■'■      ^  -•;'  '!iv  l)aek. 


;'ie   ■.•.ram,    and 
iie-i  a  •■..i.ui^e, 


THE    GLOVI-U    IIAXI)  73 

To  and  fro  it  swun^r,  to  and  fro,  its  staring  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  sphere,  its  spectacled  hood  hideously 
distended. 

The  very  soul  within  me  trembled  as  I  ga/ed 
at  those  unwinking  eyes.  What  did  thev  see  in 
the  sphere?  What  ua,  passing  ,„  that '  inscrut- 
able brain?  Could  it,  r..,».  reconstruct  the  past, 
reatl  the  mysteries  of  the   future 

Some  awful  p.,wer.  greater  than  mv  will,  seemed 
stretching  its  tentacles  from  the  darkness:  1  felt 
them  dragging  at  me,  ee.tain.  retnorseless.  groov- 
ing stronger  and  stronger 

With  something  ;erv  like  a  shriek  of  terror.  [ 
tore  myself  away,  out  of  the  entrv.  into  the  hall. 
t()  the  stairs,  and  down  them  into  the  lighted  rootn 
behnv. 

And  as  I  st.^od  there,  gasping  for  breath.  (.,,d- 
f'-ey  followed  me,  a.>d  i  .aw  that  his  lace,  too, 
was  livid. 


CHAPTER   yiH 

A    FRKSH    ENIGMA 

(.oDiRKv  met  my  eyes  with  a  little  deprecatinfr 
smile,  put  his  torch  in  one  i>..ckct.  took  a  handlser- 
chief   fro„  another,  and  mopped  his  forehead. 

"  Kathcr  nerve-rackinir,  wasn't  it,   I.estcr?"  he 
remarked,    and    then    his    ^,,/e    wandered    to    the 
touch,   and  he  stepped   toward  it  (juiekly. 
_  i     saw    that     a     change     had     come'  In     Miss 
^  aughan's  condition.      I  ler  eyes  were  still  el.:>ed, 
but  her  hody  no  lon^r^r  lay  inert  and  lifeless,   tor 
from   moment   to  moment   it   was  shaken   by  a  se- 
N-e-re    /ier;ous    trem<.r.      Codfrey's    face    was    very 
graxe  as  he  looked  at  her. 

"Stop    strokin<r   her   wrists,    Swain,"    he    said; 
■•that  docs  no   ^ood."  and   when  Swain,   without 
answerin.iT   or   seeminj;   to   hear,   kept   on    stroking 
Wu'm,  (.odirey  drew  the  hands  awav,  took  Swain 
bv  the  arm,  and  half-lifted  him  to  his  feet.     "  I.is- 
t^n  to  me,"  he  said,  more  sternly,  and  shook  hmi 
a    little,    for   Swain's    eyes   were    dull    and    vacant. 
"  I  "ant  y,.u  to  sit  (}uietly  In  a  chair  f.,r  a  while, 
till   you  ^ct  your  senses   back.      Miss   Vauj^han   is 
senuusly  ill  and  ;nust  not  he  dl^turbed  i.i  any  way. 


Tin;  (,f  ()\j  i)   !i.\xD 

'I'c-vll  Jo  wliat  nccJstolH  d,;nc.      Tntil  then,  she 
"HiM    !.c    Iclt    a!.)nc.      L  ■fui.  rstarui  ?  "' 

>w:iin  n,H!JcJ  va<,ni.Iy.  ami  pcrniit.cl  (.uifrcv 
I"  '^■•■uJInin  t.,a  chair  near  tlic  outer  J,  ,.„-.  where 
'^"  ''^  ^^"^^■"-  -^^  !>i^  ''a:ui  fell  aeross  the  ann 
"<    'l'^-  ^lin-,    I    co,,M   see  that   a    httle   hhuul   u^s 

^au-    ir,    too,    anJ    picked    up   the   hand   a,ui    h,nke'l 
''\    ''■       "'-"    '•-    laiJ    ,t   ^cntlv    d.nvn    a^aln    a,ui 
^-'^'"ccd    at    his    ua.J,.       I    f„il„,,j    his    ,xa,.MP!e 
•"i^J  sau-  that   it   Nsas  halt-past  (,ne. 

■■JI-'vc  v„u  nerve  uiotmh  to  stav  here  halt   an 
'"""•  !'>■  >ourselt'.   I.rter:--  he  a-ked 

.    "/^>'   "'^^^•''•"    '    -■'  — i-    and   ,laneed    at    the 
'''■^'^\"':i"   and   at   the   (julvrrln;^   oj,]. 

"IVeKorto  runo^■c^to^:v■phue  to  ^ct  a   iVu- 
ti>H:^s   and    do    so„,c    telepln.nln;,;'    he    .xplaln.d 

,/^VT^7^^'^'"^-^'"-^'rJ-vato,K..;andthen 

""a-csthepol,ee^-nitryto.etMmmo,uk     \V||1 
Vol!  st:iv  .•'  "' 

,     '[^''''"    ^    '''"^-    '■*"■   ^■'""•s..      Hut    please    ^et 
■'aek  as  soon  as  vou  ean."' 

'^  ';•;"•"   f^^    P'-"n>ised.    and,   a  ter   a    last    l.nk 
'7'^^'^"^''-'*"^"--Pl'-^l"^.ti,po„theuaIk 

,,  ^  ""VV^^"'"'"'  ""^ '"•'^^•'' ^"^-- '-'  -n,I 

!'^'^"'^'^7'"-'''""snpsdu,iauav.      Then,  teel- 
"^s    very    lonelv.    I    turned    haek    Into    the    rocnn. 
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■jhosc  i-c<:ular  ti\-!ii<irN  uuc  still  shaking  tlu-  L^irl's 
1hii.1\-  in  a  way  that  sccincii  tn  nn.'  most  alai-niniL:. 
but  tJKrc  was  nntiiiii^^  !  cnuKi  lio  lor  \\lv.  a;ui  1 
tiiialK  pulled  a  ihair  t>>  Swain's  xdc.  lie,  at 
least,  dtlered  a  sort  of  companionship.  lie  was 
siltiiiji  with  lii^  he.ul  haii^iiiiLi  loi-'.>arii  in  a  way 
that  rnninded  me  most  unp'le;isantly  ot  tlic 
hudiiled  ii^iire  by  the  table,  and  did  not  M;em  ro 
be  aware  ot  w.v  [irescnee.  i  tnetl  to  dfaw  Irm 
ip.to  tadk.  but  a  slii;!)!  noii  l'r((m  time  to  time  w.is 
all  1  eould  Lret  Irom  him.  a.iid  I  Imally  ,ua\e  it  u\\ 
Meclia.nieallv.  mv  hand  souL^ht  :n\  eo,u  pocket  and 
^ot  out  in\  pipe'  —  \  e'S,  that  was  w  li.it  1  needed; 
and.  sittiiiLi;  down  in  tiie  open  doorw.u,  I  liiled  it 
ami  iiuhttd  up. 

M\  ner\es  i:;rew  ealmer,  presentK.  and  1  w.is 
aide  to  think  eonnectedK  oi  the  e\  eiiis  ol  the  mL:ht. 
but  there  were  two  things  whuh,  huiked  at  t  rom 
any  ati^^le.  I  tould  not  umUrstand.  ' 'ne  w.is 
Swain's  da/ed  and  in>.oherent  manner;  the  <ither 
was  the  absciue  ot  ser\;ints. 

As  to  Swain.  I  beliixed  him  to  be  a  well-poised 
fellow,  not  easilv  upset,  ;ind  eertainlv  ik!  subiect 
to  attacks  of  lurvcs.  What  had  happened  to  h'lti. 
tlifii.  te)  reduce  him  to  the  piii.ible  eondition  in 
whiJi  he  had  come  baek  to  us  o\  er  the  wall,  and 
iii  whic!)  Ik-  was  still  plun^icd?  ih.e  d.iscovcry  ot 
flic  iiuinlcr  and  of  Mi'^s  X'auiihan's  sinsclcss  body 
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mii^lit  lia\c  aii^DuiitcJ  tnr  It,  hut  his  incnhiTciuc 
h:ul  antc(iatL>i  t!i,it  unless,  iiuiccd.  he  knc  m 
the  iminicr  hclnrc  he  lett  the  u;r()uiuis.  That 
thought  .i.'a\e  me  a  .-.u^Kleii  shock,  aiul  1  {nil  it  away 
from  me.  liot  lianii^  to  [uiisue  it  tarther. 

\s  to  t!ie   hou'-e.   its  deserud  conJitioii   seemed 
sinister   and    threafeniiii;.      It   was    ahsurj   to    ■^iip- 
r^ose   that   an   e-tahli>hment   siidi   as  this   coui,]   he 
tarried  on  Witiiout  ser\arits.  or  with  less  than  tiiree 
or  loLii-.      15iir   wheie  wei-e  the\  i'      Aiui  then   I    re- 
menihered  that  dodt'rey  and   I  ha.l  not   com[^leted 
our   e\|'Iorati'.n   ol'   the    liouse.      We   had   stoi>pcd 
at  tlu  gruesome  rooni  wln'i-e  the  aLlepr  ;in,,|  Irs  ser- 
pent   ^a/e.l    unwinkinL,'    into    the    er\stal    spin  re. 
I  hei'e    was    at    least    one    suite    on    the    same    lioor 
We  had  not  lookeii  iiit<i.  and  no  douI>t  there  were 
other  lodins  o!i  the  attu  tloor  a!'o\e.       Hut  that  any 
one    eoiild    ha\e    sle['t    on    undisturhed    hv     those 
piLTcin;,^   screams    and    hv    our    .iwn    comings    and 
goings  seemed  unhelie\  ahle.      Perhaps  ther^  were 
separate  ijuarters  in  the  grounds  soniewheie  — 

And  theti.  Without  coiisci(JUS  Will  o|  my  own, 
I  telt  Ml)  hod)  stitien  and  my  lingers  grip  mv 
pipw  con\uIsi\ely.  \  slow  tremor  seemed  to 
start  ironi  the  end  of  my  spine,  tra\el  up  it,  and 
pass  off  across  my  scalp.  I  here  was  s(Mtie(Jue  in 
the  room  heliind  riic ;  someone  with  glcaniitm  eyes 
JixeJ  upon  inc;  and  I  sat  there  rigidly,  straining  my 
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cars,    cxpcctin:;    I    kraw   net    wdat 


a   nlow   iipi)n 


ilic  luaJ,  a  curd  about  the  .neck. 

A  rapid  step  tame  up  die  walk  and  (,.jd!re> 
appeared  sudiienly  out  of  tiie  darkness. 

■'  Well,  Lester,"  iie  i-e.^an;  [)ut  i  s})ran,L^  tn  my 
feet  and  I'aeed  the  room,  iav  [  could  ha\e  su,)rn 
tliat  J  h;'d  lieard  behind  me  the  rt'stle  ot'  a  silken 
dress.  But  there  was  iu,  one  tlieie  exce})t  .Swam 
and  .Miss  Wui-h.in  au\  die  dead  man  —  and  none 
ol  tiiem  li.id  moved. 

"  \\  hat  :>  It .-  "  (lodtrey  asked,  stejiping  past  me 
into  tile  room. 

1  here  was  someone  r!ure.  dodfrew"  I  said. 
"  I'm  sure  ol'  il  1  tJt  someone  ~-  I  leh  hi^  ryes 
on  me  --  and  then,  as  \(.u  spoke,  i  heard  tiie  rustle 
ol  a  dri.  .-..'' 

"  nf  .i  dress?  " 

"  '  )r  ol  a  robe,"  anil  my  thoui:hts  were  on  the 
bearded  man  upst.iirs. 

Codtrev  ^dance.i  at  me.  crossed  the  ro,,m,  and 
lookeil  out  mto  the  iiall.  l\Kn  lu  tiirned  iM.k 
to  nie. 

"Well,  wlioe\er  it  was,"  he  said,  and  I  coiild 
sec  that  he  thou^dit  m>  ears  had  deceived  me.  '•  he 
has  made  ^Mx.d  his  escape.  J  here'il  be  a  do.tor 
and  a  nurse  here  in  a  few  minutes,  and  I  irot  Sim- 
monds  and  told  him  to  brin^^  (.oldberj^er  aion^. 
He  ean'i  get  here  for  an  hour  an\\\  i\.       \,id  Ix  e 
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Rt.t  a  change  here  for  .Swam."  lie  aJJeJ,  with  a  ges- 
ture toward  botne  garnieiits  he  carried  u\er  one 
arm;  '"  alv)  a  bracer  to  be  administered  to  him," 
and  lie  drew  a  tlask  from  his  po.ket  and  handed 
It  to  me.  "'  Ma\be  \ou  need  one.  yoursell."  he 
added,  smiling  drily,  "  since  you'\e  taken  to  hear- 
in;:  rustling  robes." 

"  '  ''"■  J  ^'I'li-  "  tliough  not  on  that  account." 
and  I  raised  the  tlask  to  my  lips  and  cook  a  long 
s\\  allow. 

"  Suppose  >ou  take  Swain  up  to  the  bath-room," 
(iodlrey  suggested,  "and  hel[i  him  to  get  cleaned 
iqv      I'll   go   d(jwn  to  tile  gate  and  wait   for  the 

doctor." 

i  be  gate's  pro!iabl\   locked." 

"  I  thouglit  of  that."  and  !ie  drew  a  small  hut 
iKM\y  hammer  from  his  po.ket.  "  111  smash  the 
hnk,  ii  there's  no  other  wa\.  I'd  like  >ou  to  get 
iMv.iIn  into  shape  before  anvune  arrives,"  he  added. 
"  I  le"s  not  a  [ircpossessing  object  a^  he  is." 

"  No.  he  isn't."  I  agreed,  looking  at  him.  and 
1  i""k  the  uarments  which  (.odfres  held  out  to 
inc.  I  hen  I  went  o\er  to  Swam  and  put  die  Hask 
intu  his  unin.HUed  hand.  "  lake  a  drink  ot  that," 
I  s,.ui. 

lie  did  not  understand  at  first;  then  he  jmt  the 
Hask  to  his  lips  :im\  drank  eagerlv  —  so  c.igerlv 
tfi.it    J    had    to    diMA    It    au.iv        II,    Hatched"  me 
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lormiiiuly  as  I  screwed  on  riic  cap  and  slipped  it 
into  niy  pocket;  aiul  tliere  was  more  colour  in  hii, 
lace  antl  a  hri^rhter  liglu  in  his  eyes. 

"  Now,  come  along,"  I  said,  "  and  get  that  cut 
fixed  lip." 

I  le  rose  obediently  and  followed  mc  out  into 
the  hall,  (.otlt'rey  had  preceded  us,  found  the 
liyht-switch  after  a  brief  search,  and  turned  it  on. 
I  lure's  a  switch  in  the  bath-room,  too,  no 
iloubt,"  he  said.  •■  Hring  him  down  aiiain.  as  soon 
as  y(Hi  act  him  fixed  up.  ^'oudl  Imd  some  cotton 
and  f^rau/e  in  one  of  the  pockets  of  the  coat." 

.Swam  lolloued  me  up  the  stair  and  into  the 
bath-room.  He  seemed  to  utiderstand  what  1  in- 
tended doinn;.  (or  he  di\ested  himself  of  coat  and 
shirt  and  was  soon  washing  arms  and  face  \  igor- 
ously.  I  hen  he  dried  himself,  and  stood  patiently 
while  I  washed  and  liandaged  the  cut  on  the  wrist. 
It  was  not  a  lieep  one,  and  had  abcnit  stopped 
bleeding. 

"  1  eel  better?  "  I  asked. 

"  I  es,  he  said,  ami  without  waiting  for  me  to 
tell  hnn,  slipped  Into  tiie  clean  shirt  which  (jodfrey 
'i;id  brought,  attached  the  c.-llar  and  tied  the  tie, 
dl  t!u>  (juite  composeilly  :inil  without  hesitation  or 
Uumsiness.  V,t  I  telt,  in  some  indelinable  way, 
th.it  MuruthinLT  wi^seriouslv  wrong  with  him.  His 
eyes   were   \  .icuit   .uid   his    lace   llabby,    as   though 
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the  muscles   Were   rclaxcJ.       It   ^.i\o  nic   the    tccl- 
inii  tiiat  Ills  !n.tc!!ii;ciKc  was  rchixeJ,  to^'l 

lie  {MekcJ  u[t  h,s  own  coat,  luil   I  stopped  him. 

"  Don'!  pm  that  on,"  1  ^ijj.  speakm.i^r  to  him 
as  1  woiilJ  lia\e  spoken  to  a  chilj.  "  Ihe  s!ee\c 
is  liloocl-stameii  and  tiiere's  a  loiju:  'car  down  the 
s:de.  lake  this  one."  aiid  I  IilKI  out  the  h.^ht 
hiuny;in^'-coat  Coiilrev  had  hiou-ht  witii   him. 

Swain  laul  tiown  hi-,  own  i,'arment  witliout  a 
word  and  put  on  the  otiicr  one.  I  roiled  the  soiled 
K'arments  into  a  hiiiidle.  to,,k  them  uiuler  my  arm. 
turned  out  the  li-hi..  and  led  the  way  downstairs. 

A   rnurmur  of  xoites   n-..m   tile  hhrarv  told  me 
.hat  someone  had  arri\ed.  atid  uIk.i  I  reached  the 
'l"<n-.   I   saw  that  it  was  the  doUor  and  the  nur<e. 
I  lie  former  was  just  risint,'  from  a  rapid  examina- 
tion of  the  (jinxerin^r  fimire  on  the  coueli. 

"We  mu^t  ^et  her  to  bed  at  onee."  he  said, 
turnm^r  t„  (...dfrey.  "  }  ier  l)edroonrs  upstairs.  I 
suripose  r  " 

"  K's,  '  said  (.odl're\:  "shall  i  show  you  the 
way?  " 

I  he  doctor  n-.ddid  and,  lif'tm^  the  yir!  carefully 
in  his  arms,  fojloued  (.odfrey  out  into  the  halh 
Ihe  nurse  [.icked  ny  a  medieine-ui.e  f'rorn  tlie  t!o,,r 
and  followed  at'ter. 

i  riad  e\j-eaeil  Swain  k.  rush  forward  to  the 
oukh.  to  make  a  s.ene,  jHThaps,  and  had  kept  my 
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''^'"^i  "P"n  his  ar-Mi:  !,ut  to  ,nv  astonishment  he  (i,d 
n-tsun,u.h  as,u'!:inceinth:it.iirection.      He  st.Hul 

patiently  l-esicic  n,e,  with  his  eses  on  the  Hoor,  and 
V'^';  '">■  '■^^^-''"'"^  f'^'n^i  ;cll  auav.  he  walked 
sl-uly  to   the  chair  u.   whieh   he  had   heen  sitting 

="'\^    ^i'-'^I'{H-^l    liuo    it,    reh.xnig    iin.ply    as    with 

latigue. 

(xhltVey  was  hark  in  a  moment. 

"  '  hat-  doctor  was  the  nearest  one  I  could  find," 
he  said.  "Hesee.nsloheallriKht.  But  ,.  M,ss 
\augnan  i.n't  hetter  in  the  morning,  Ell  -ret  a 
specialist  out."  '^ 

"  ^  'odlrev/'  I  said,  in  a  iou'  f.ne.  "  there's  some- 
th:ng  t!ie  matter  with  Suain."  and  I  nu.tioned  to 
^^h^'c  he  sat.  flaccid  and  limp,  apparently  half- 
'''.'"'l^-  "^^'  '^  suttering  f>on,  shock,  or  some- 
thing of  that  s.;rt.  It\s  something  more,  anvuay 
;■>■'"  "vcr-wrought  nerves.  He  seems  to  he  only 
h:dt-conscious." 

^     ••'   n-ticed  it."  said  Codfrev,  with  a  Httle  nod. 

W  ell  have  the  doctor  look  at  hl,n  when  he  co-nes 
;'" '^"-  ^">^l  he  sank  wearily  into  a  chair.  -  Ihis 
ha^  been  a  pretty  strenuous  night.  J. ester." 

"^^"-  ^'"^'  i^  i^n't  over  vet.  f  u.nder  uhat 
the  man  unh  the  snake  is  doing':-  " 

"•>till  stunng  into  the  crv.tal.  no  d<.uht.  Do 
vou  want  to  go  ,i,;J  ^^.^.  y  •' 

'■^t'-"  I  s.iid  decidedlv,   ••  I   don't,      (...df-rey" 
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I    adJcJ,    '•.!,),>„•[  t!„.   abscna'   ..f    servants  scan 

•■  \crv  .rran^r,,  IU,t.  I  dare  sav.  ue'll  tifij  them 
anuirui  somewhere  — tiinuuh  ,j„._v  seem  to  he 
"'^^"^^i  -!^■^rcr^:  We  Juin't  l.M.k  tlirou.i^r),  the 
\\linle  hmi-e.  _\(,u  know.  Ini  nnt  -,,i,i<r  tn.  either; 
i':n  ^"inLC  to  let  the  i-ohee  Jn  that.  fhey  ..u^ht! 
to  i-e  !iere  (  rettv  sunn.  |  t.,Ki  Simmon.U  to  hrinj; 
two  i.r  t!iree  men  u  it!i  him." 

I  'Al:UK,d  :it  the  hi;. Kile,!  h,ui\  .,t  the  murdered 
"^an.  With  all  t!ie  ni^ht'-,  exe'tements  and  sur- 
Pnses,  uc  had  not  even  touuied  ,ipon  that  mvsterv. 
Not  a  single  .^learn  of  j;^|^  h.,.!  {.,,,,  shed'  upon 
If.  .'-nd  vet  it  uas  the  centre  ahout  which  all  these 
'ther  stran-e  oeeiirren.es  revoked.  Whose  hand 
w:.s  It  had  thro-sn  that  eord  ahout  the  throat  a-ni 
^''••^^'lit  ti^ht?  Whatm,>ti\eru  Inhind?  Fear- 
sojr.e  and  eompelh.'vj  ,„  ..^   ,1,,,   ,,„,j,^^^.  ,,^.  ^^^  ^j^.;^,^_ 

^""^"Uosuehae-ime!  Would  Smmonds  he  ahlc 
r<'  Ui\me  that  motixe.  to  huild  the  ease  up  hit  hy 
h:t  until  the  murderer  was  l-und  ?  Would  ( ,od'- 
tre\  ? 

'  turned  uu  head  to  look  at  him.  He  wasMn^r 
back  in  his  ehair.  his  eves  Josed.  apparentlv  h.st  in 
•i'nuKht.  and  NT  lon^  ,n!nutes  there  was  no  tnnve- 
nient  :n  the  laiom. 

At  !a^t  th.  d.Htor  returned.  !<'okint:  more  cheer- 
''''    (!'•'"    \vhen    he    had    Lit    the    roo,n.       11,-    had 
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!(-•  was  sU'i.'P- 


^n  en   Mi^s   \'aimli:in  an  opiate  adA 

in.tr  calniK  ;  tiie  ner\..us  t ivnil^llnL;  hiui  Mibsidca  and 

fu'  h-.pcu  that  \\lien  she  wakej  slie  wouKl  he  imieh 

tn-trer.       1  he   danger   was   tliar   hrain    t'c\  er   mi^ht 

(K'\el,,|,;   ,!ie  IkuI  cvidciuly  suttered   a   very  severe 

sliiak. 

'"ics."  said  (Muifrev.  -.lie  discovered  her 
l.itiier  -ri-aiiuled  in  the  ehair  vender." 

■■  I  ^a\\  die  hudv  wlien  I  .anie  in,"  the  doctnr 
remarked,  iniperrur;)al)ly.  -  h,;  it's  her  i'athcr, 
is  it  r  " 

"  Ves." 

"  And  strano;!ed,  you  sav?  " 

(i'ultrey  answered  with  a  -esturc,  nnd  the  doc- 
tnr  walked  over  to  the  hody,  glanced  at  tiie  neck, 
then  disen-ii'ed  one  of  the  ti-htlv  clencheil  hands 
ln)rn  tile  chair-ann,  raised  it  and  lei:  it  fail.  I 
could  nor  l,„t  envv  his  ad:n>aMe  se!  f-eontn.I. 

'-  H'Av  lon^r  I, as  he  been  dead?  '"  (..ultrev  a^kevi. 

"  Nut  niore  than  two  or  three  limirs,"  the  doc- 
tor answered.      -The   muscles  are   just   he.irhmini; 
to  stitien.      it  looks  like  murder,"  he  added,  and 
touched  the  cord  ahout  the  ne^k. 
It  /:  murder."' 
^  'HI  \e  notitieti  the  police?  " 


K'  nere  soon. 


riiev  u:il  In 
I  viw  the  doctor  i^Iaiue  at  (iodfre\  .\n,\  then 


at 
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iiic,  plainly  [ni//lcii  as  tn  mir  tnotiiii^  in  \hc  house: 
luii  it  riicrc  was  i  (jucstion  in  Iiis  minJ.  he  kept 
It  triun  h;>  hps  aiul  turnei.i  Iniek.  a^Miii  tvj  ihc 
iiiuicilcJ  hoii\ . 

"  Any  iliic  to  the  niurJerer?  "  he  asked    at  lasr. 

\\  e   ha\  e   tnund  nune." 
Ami    then     the    dnLfu-    snxiped    sLi.ivlenlv     ami 
picked    up    soniethin>,r    in )ni    the    thior    heside    the 
chair. 

I'erhaps  tliis  is  a  clue."  he  said,  (]uiefl\-,  and 
hehi  to  the  hu'ht  an  ohieer  which,  as  j  sprang  to  my 
tret,  I  saw  to  he  a  lihu.'d-stanied  handkerchiet'. 

lie  spread  it  our  under  our  e\es,  handiinii;  ir 
^in^'crly,  tor  it  was  still  damp,  and  we  saw  it  was 
a  small  handkerchief' — a  woman's  handkerchiet 
—  ot  delicate  texture.  It  was  t'airlv  soaked  with 
blood,  and  \et  in  a  peculiar  manner,  tor  two  ot 
the  corners  were  inueii  crumpled  hut  quite  un- 
stained. 

Ilie  doctor  r.ilseil  his  eyes  lo  dodl'rey's. 
"  W'h.it  do  _\(iu  make  of  it?"  he  asked. 
''  A  Jue.  certainly."  said  dodfrey;  "  hut  scarcelv 
to  the  murderer." 

I  he  doetor  looked  at  it  a^ain  tor  a  moment, 
ami  then  nodded.  "  I'd  better  }nit  it  back  where 
I  found  it,  I  uuess,"  he  said,  and  drop.pcd  it  heside 
tile  chair. 
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And  then,  suddenlv.  I  rcniciiihciid  Swain.  I 
f.irnc-d  (<.  find  liirn  still  dro.>[)i,iir  forward  in  his 
chair,  a['paruntl\   hall'-aslcfii. 

"  l)ua(;r,"  i  said,  "  there  Is  someone  else  here 
\vho  is  suherin;^  iVom  sliock."'  and  I  motioned 
toward  the  limp  h^ure.  "  Ur  perhaj^s  it's  some- 
thing worse  tlian  that." 

I  he  doctor  stepped  (juickly  to  the  chair  and 
looked  down  at  its  occupant.  Then  he  put  his 
''■"id  ui^.ier  Swain's  chin,  raised  his  liead  and  -a/ed 
intently  into  his  eyes.  Swain  returned  the  ga/e. 
hut  plainly  in  onK  a  halt'-eonseious  uay. 

"  It  looks  like  a  ease  of  concussion,"  sa.id  the 
<l'>ctor.  after  a  moment.  "  i  he  left  pupil  I>  m- 
largc-d."  and  he  ran  his  hand  ra[Mdiy  ovcv  the 
ri.^iit  side  of  Swain's  head.  '•  1  tli.ui.^ht  so,"  he 
iulded.  "• 'I'here's  a  consideraMc  sv.  elliM.i.^.  We 
must  get  hin)  to  hed."  'Jlien  h.e  uoti^.d  t"iie  Imii- 
^i;i.Ued  wrist.  "What's  the  matter  herer"  he 
;isked,  touchintr  it  with  his  limier. 

"  i  Ic  cut  himself  op.  a  piece  of  .glass,"  Ciodfrev 
explained.  ••You'd  better  take  him  o\er  to  n^y 
place,  where  he  can  [)e  ijuiet." 

"  I've  got  my  car  outside,"  said  the  iloctor,  ami 
t'>.gcrher  he  and  I  raised  Swain  from  the  chair  and 
led    hnn    ro   it. 

1  le  went  doulelv  and  Without  objection,  and  ten 
iiiinutes   later,    was  salely   in   bed,   already   do/.ing 
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''"'^'^■^"  '''^"-  ■•J'^"!l  i'^'all  n^hr  In  the  m.n,- 
"'k'.  the  latter  assure.!  nw.  "Hut  he  .nust  h.iv 
,U''>t  .juite  a  hlou   ..x,r  ,1,,.  h^.^J  •• 

■■  '  ^J""'t  l^Mwu  u!,ar  happened  to  him."  I  an- 
-vcrea.  -^.u-il  .0,.,  l„,i,  ,,,,  „^  ^^.^^^^,^ 
)' III .' 

,     ''^''''-  '  '"^'^-  '^^-  ^'^^'■"!."  ami  he  rurneci  the  rir 
:-^,;''— ---f-Ju-n:,.       ••H.M.les/'heaJcieJ. 

that  house  t()-iii_.r)n." 

"-  iKul  eertalnlv  shoun  h^),  ,elf  e>,ual  to  emer- 
k'cfuies,    I   rerieeteJ-  ainl    I    IIL  ■  I  !/  1   ■  • 

'"anner.  which  uas  cool  am]  eapa;.!,-. 

".^^'  "atne  is  Lester.-  I  ..id.  "  T,,  ,  ,,,,,, 
J^a^.n^  w,th  Mr.  Codfrev.  We  heard  Miss 
\auKhan  scream  and  rat;  over  to  the  house,  h.t 
^^^'  ^Umt  know  anymore  than  vou  do - 

•'^IvnatnelsIIintnan,  and'lm  ,us,  ;,  countrv 

,\     ^^'^"^>-^'-n>aMlon;MHtri.   KmlH-of 

^";^^  '';''P.  I  hope  you'il  call  upon  n,e.      !  lello  !  "  he 

-'''-'•    as    we    turned    throu.^h    the    ,..te    into   the 

T"f  "    '■''"''"•^^-   ^^'^^'  '-■  ^'--v  on  the  brake 

'-"'-■^^areotourh.mpsandhe!duphisha,Kl 
^  he  pohce  had  arrived. 
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\Vi  i'duml  a  little  ',m-  uip  of  men  ^rithcrcil  aboia  the 
(.hair  ill  uhiih  '^at  thi.'  hiuhiicd  hoily.  1  wo  ol  tlu'tn 
I  alrca(i\  kru'W.  (  )nc  wav  I)ctccti\  c-scr^caiU  Siin- 
iiiomis.  aiiii  the  other  Coroiua-  ( loldhcr.iicr.  both 
ot  whom  1  had  niei  ,i  [ircN  lous  cases.  Siniinoiuis 
was  a  stoliJ.  uii!ma;^iiiati\e.  hut  iiuiu^t rious  aiul 
etlieieiit  itlieer,  nitli  whom  (ioi.itr'-\'  had  Io!i;4  ay.) 
(.niiehided  an  alhaiu  otlensi\e  ami  iieiensi\e.  In 
other  WDi'tis.  (loiltiiA  threw  what  ^lorv  he  eoiiKl 
to  Simmotuis.  and  Simmoiids  sui.h  stories  as  he 
couKl  to  (lodt'rev,  and  so  tlic  arrangement  wa;.  to 
their  mutu.d  advantage. 

( loldheriier  \vas  a  more  astute  man  th.m  the 
iieteeti\c,  in  that  he  j^js^essed  .1  str.im  ot  Semitic 
imagination,  a  ijuiek  wit.  and  a  lair  ile^ree  ol  in- 
sight. I  le  was  in  his  uloiv  in  :\  ease  hke  this. 
I  his  was  shown  now  h\  his  L;leamm^  e\e>  and  the 
treinhhuLj  hand  wh'Ji  iMiHed  ner\  ousl\  at  his  short, 
black  moust.ichi  (  loldbergcr's  moustache  wii'^  a 
good  index  to  his  Mieni.il  st.ite  —  the  moic  raggcil 
it   grew,   (he   more   hatllinLT  lie   huind   the  case   in 
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Both  he  and  Suuuuuuls  ^lancrJ  up  ;„  our  rn- 
t'■arKvandnocKk^lhrK■li^.  J  hen  thur  cvcs  u  n,t 
hack  to  that  hwdilieJ  ti^'ure. 

■niereuuvthucMrhernien  present  uf„,,„  f  did 

"Otkn.nv.I,utIjud.edthem,ohethepI,nn-eh,the.- 
men  uhn„,  Smuumul.  had  hrou^^ht  alo„^  ;;r  (...d- 
f'-cvsMi««esrlon.  Ihevsf.ndahrile.uc.neside 
"''^'    ^''^""  ^^'i'^'-'^"-^   i'-'^l  O'Mipleted    the   examina- 


tidii. 


"'  ^J^in't  stop  to  pick  up  inv  phvsiuan."  (.,dd- 

.^  '>"it,-  out  the  cause   ul   death   is 

plain  eiioii^r),/' 

"I)<Kto,-Hi„„,;,„h,,,  is  a  phvsiclan."  I  sa,d, 
bnnKMMK  him  tnru.rd.  -1.  he  can  be  of  any 
scT\;ee.      ..."  -^ 

,    ^'"'f'";^^'^   ^'"u.-a    at   hhn.    and    uas    plainlv 

*^^--^:Mv,:„pr.ss..nnH:,H„an-sdark,eaKerl:ue 
and   a,r  ol    IntJIiucauv  and   self-cnnt rol 

;'I  shallk..er.  ,!ad  of  |),,  I  i;„„,;urs  help/' 
sa,d     C.o!dlH.r,n-.      .J,,,.n,     hands      ulth      hin, 

Have  \uu  exannned  tlie  !w.d\.  sir?  "' 

•'Only     very     casually.-     answered      !  I,nrnan. 

But  >t  .s  evident  that  the  cause  .„  duuh  ua. 
stranpuhition." 

"  ""^^    I'.nj^  iias  he  I>ccn  dead'  " 

"""";"  ''"-i  ^''-tin  hand  a,ai„  and  ran  his 

"About  lour  liours,  I  should  sa>." 
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Cjoldbcrgcr  glanced  at  his  watch. 

"  That  would  put  hib  death  al  a  little  IkItc 
jiiiJnight.  1  he  murderer  must  have  cutr.e  in  Jrorn 
the  grounds,  crept  up  hehnid  his  \ieti!:i,  tlirown  the 
(.(ird  about  his  neck  and  lirauri  it  tiiiht  hetor^  h.is 
presence  was  suspected.  The  \iaii,'  wouM  hardly 
ha\e  remained  seated  in  tlie  cliair  if  he  had  known 
his  danger.  After  the  cord  was  round  his  throat, 
he  had  no  chariLe  —  he  could  net  e\en  cry  out. 
There's  one  thing  I  don't  underst;:".d.  though,"  he 
adilcd,  after  a  moment.  "  Where  d:d  that  l)lood 
come  from?"  and  he  pointeil  to  the  dark  spots 
on  the  collar  of  the  white  rohe. 

I  linman   looked   up   with    a   little   eXLlamarion. 

"  I  lorgot,"  he  said.  "  Did  you  lind  the  hand- 
kerchief."* No.  I  see  you  ilidn't,"  and  he  pointed 
to  where  it  lay  on  the  Hoor.  "  I  noticed  it  when  1 
Jlrr,t  looked  at  the  bodv.  ' 

Without  a  word,  doldberger  bent  and  picked 
up  the  blood-stained  handkerchief.  Then  he  and 
bunmotuK  examined  it  mifuiteK.  I  inalK  tin.  cor- 
oner looked  at  (lodlrc),  and  his  e)es  were  \ery 
bright. 

I  here   can  be  onlv  on  -   inference."   he   said. 

1  he  dead,  man  is  not  bleeding  —  the  cord  did 
not  cut  the  flesh.  {"he  blood,  then,  mu  have 
come  from  the  murderer.      IL  niu>i  ha\e  been  in- 
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jurcd   in  some   u  ,r.        >w.cJin^r  pr,,h;sdv.      Look 
at  this  handkcrJiicf--it  is  fairiy  soaked." 

I  am  sine  t!i;ir.  ..t  thar  in.tant,  the  san;c  tiuiuunt 
was  m  (nulhcy's  mind  nhich  Hashed  throuj^h 
"Hne.  tor  uuv  e\es  met.  and  there  was  a  ^hadov.-  in 
'i!S  uhKh  I  kn.v.  Miv  ,.un  retlected.  Th.n  1 
glanced  at  ninman.  I  le  u  as  I.,oki;nr  at  the  hand- 
kcrehief  th,)ii,urht  I  ully,  hi.,  hps  ti.-,r!,t!v  ch-sed.  I 
^"uhl  ^uess  what  he  uas  thinkin-,  but  he  said 
nothing'. 

('.oKlherKcr  laid  the  handkerehlef  „n  th,'  ta!>!e. 
at  hi-^t,  and  tunud  l^.uk  tn  tlie  hn^iv.  \\r  hcnt 
close  ahove  it.  .xamininjr  ;.,,  i,|„„j  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^...,^,_^ 

he  stonj  erect  a.^ain  there  was  in  Ins  face  a  strange 
excitenuTit. 

"lend  me  v.uir  ulass,  Simmonds,-  he  said,  nnd 
when  S,mmnnd>  handed  him  a  smi.II  pn.ket  m  i^- 
niUini^Jass.  h,  unluKh.J  :,  ,,j  ,,,,^  ,,,„^.^  ,j,^ 
^tanis  a.uam,  scrutinisin;,^  .,.!.  in  turn.  \i  l-,st 
{'0  el.,s,,l   ,1,,  ^.lass   with   an   emphatic   httle  snap. 

'  f'ls  case  isn't  y.-iim  ,,,  he  so  dlt]icult.  after  all." 
''^"  s.aid.      '•  I'hosc  spots  arc  fin^'er-prints." 

\\ith    an    e.xchimation    of    astonishment.    Sim- 
"'""^J^   took   the   ^dass   and   examined   the   stains- 
^■'^n  !,e  handed  it  ^.(.ndfrcv.  uho  (mallv  passed' 
'[   ;7    '"    ""        '""f^'n;T    through    n.     I    ,,,,    ,,,,, 
<^"-'Hryu-  was  riuht.      The  stains  had  been  made 
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sniU(.ij,a-s,    l>iit    iurr    iMui    tin  re    \'.a>   <nu:   on    uhuh 
laiiit  liii'v's  (.I'ulJ  hi.   (r:iil\   traccii. 

"They  seem  \n  he  preti\  \.i^ue."  I  reiiiarkeJ, 
passini,^  t!ie  L;Iass  on  to   1  linnian. 

i  hey're  iilciiry  eli/ai-  enouuii  \(>v  (uii  ur- 
prise,"  said  (idlJiieruer :  "  hcsMes  riu\  will  toiiie 
(lilt  nuiJi  clciirer  In  pIi(ttiim-a['!iN.  lt\  luckv  tliis 
stutt  is  so  smooth  and  closel\-\\  o\  en,"  he  added, 
tin^ermu;  a  corner  oT  ilie  rohe,  "  or  wc  wouldn't 
ha\e  ^n)t  even  those.  It"s  .is  hard  and  line  as 
silk." 

I  low  do  you  suppose  those  niai"ks  came  there. 
Ml".  ( lold'  .rixer .'  "  (iodtre\  asked,  and  the!\'  was 
m  Ins  totK'  a  p.ilite  scepticism  whitli  e\idenlK  an- 
noyed t!ie  Coroner. 

"  W  hy,  thei'e's  onlv  one  wa\'  they  could  come 
ihere,"  ( io!d!>ei"Lrer  answered  impatienr1\-.  "  I  hey 
were  put  there  In  the  murd.rer's  tiii_ij,ers  as  he 
drew  tile  cord  tiijlit.  \)y'^  \o\\  .>,ec  ainthiiii^  im- 
probable in  that  '  " 

"  '  'ul\  that  it  seems  too  t^ood  to  he  true.  "  (iod- 
frcy  atiswi  !\d,  ijuietK.  and  (  ml  iher^.r,  after  look- 
ing; ai  him  a  moment,  turned  a\\,i\  with  a  sliru^ 
of  (he  shoulders. 

"  See  it  \ou  can  Ljet  the  corii  loose,  Siminonds," 
lie   said. 

The  cord  was   mi   the   Ic-m   ct     i    runnniL^  noose, 
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which  h.ul  iHcn  knorte.l  i,,  !.,Ki  it  ;,  p],^.^.  ^^^^^ 
'^^•"1^^  Jraun  f^^hr.  .\h\unr^h  ,t  had  not  cut  the 
"''''  •"  ^''^-  '■^•^-  "  i'^'^i  '^^'"k  .ic.plv  nnn  it,  and 
SunuuHuJs  unrkc.l  at  ,hc  knnt  t.rs.n,.  ,„.,m.-nts 
^^■'^'"'^'t  r.s;,!t.  Ku>pcct  his  twi^cr.uv-v  not  quite 
CIS  steady  as  th.s  nii^^ht  ha\e  heen  ;  hut  n  ua.  cvi- 
dcntl\   an  inii-icatc  knot. 

"  "';''"'   •'   "''''    -"'^-  '^'1  "If."'  he  said,   at  last. 
1    can  t    u'ct    it    lodso." 

';';^'"'^'^'   ''^"'   ^!-^'   ahove   h  and   h„,kcd   at    it. 

■■  'i  '•  -'  peaihar  kn..:/'  he  a.^reed.      "  It   v^u'll 

rc-"n:t   a   suK^^cstion.    M,-.    ( ,.Kl!,.r^.„,    vou'll   ait 

^''^■^'":^^-'-"-'^^thckn..tasir,s.      It  may  help 
us  tn  hnd  th.'  ;nan  who  tnade  it." 

*-''t-  the  Cord,  .^it!in;.i!uls." 

f '::""";^   ^"^   ""^   '-   Pockct-knire.   opened   ir 
'"    ^  ''^'"'^  '''^'  '''-'^   --'-•  the  .u-d,  cut  ir,   and 
P^'"^'i  "  "u,  o,   rhe  rid;,c  oM],,!,.      j  ,,  '„.,kcd  at 
't   a   :nMn,ent.   and   then   haruied  ,t   to  ( ,oIdl,er^er 
1  f)e  latter  examined  it  caretulh. 

',  '^'^   ^^;'^'^-i   -i,h    !,h.,.d.    to.,;-   he    remarked 
•i"d   passed   It   0,1    to  (.odh-ey. 

■'  ft  looks  hkeeurtai„-enrd,-(;ndfrevs,ld,  and 
'".i^lt'ahttlctouroi  ,Ik.  ro,.m.      ••   \},  .  ••  j,  ,  ,  ,,    , 

•;'ter  a  „,o,„„„   »'-  the  door  opening  uu!/ dij 
grounds.      '\Ne,   heie!  " 

f  Ic  uas  holding  up  the  end  of  the  cord  hv  which 
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the  curtains  cox  crin-  the  upper  part  oi  the  double 
doors    wci'c   controlleti. 

'■  "l  ou  were  ri^ht,  Mr.  Coroner"  he  said.  "  in 
tliinkiii;,r  t!iat  tlie  niurderer  entered  by  this  iloor, 
lor  he  stopped  here  and  cut  oU  a  piece  of  this 
cord  before  i^oinj^r  ,,,1  into  the  room." 

1  hen  he  must  also  h:i\e  stopjjed  to  make  it 
mto  a  nciose,"  remarketi  (ioKiber^er.  "  If  he  did 
that,  he  was  certainly  a  cool  customer.  It's  a 
wcjnder  his  victim  diiln't  liear  the  noise  he  made." 
"  Makmj^  a  knot  isn't  a  noi>y  operation."  (iod- 
frey  pointed  out;  '•  besides,  the  back  of  the  chair 
was  toward  the  door.  And  ttien.  of  course,  it's 
possible  his  victim  J: J  hear  him." 

"  But  then  lie  would  have  jumped  from  the 
chair,"   objected   Simmonds. 

"  Not  necessardy.  Suppose  you  were  sitting 
tiiere,  and  heard  a  noise,  and  looked  around  and 
saw  me  standing;  here,  you  W(nildn"t  jump  from 
the  chair,   would  \ou?  " 

"  No;  I'd  h:\\e  no  reason  to  jump  from  you." 
"  IVrhaps  \'au),dian  thought  he  had  no  reason 
to  jump  from  the  man  /if  saw  —  if  jic  saw  anyone. 
I'm  incliiud  to  think,  however,  tliat  he  didn't  sus- 
pect an\oiie  cKe  was  in  the  room  umil  he  felt 
till  lorii  .ibout  his  tliroat." 

\nt.,  ol  course,     s.iid  ( loldberjjcr.  taking  the 
•«'rd   ai^ain   and   looking   at   ^t.    "it   was  while  the 
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murderer   was   making   it   into    a   noose   with   his 

blood-stained    Hn.gers    that    he    stained    it    in    that 

way.      Don't   you   a^^ree.   Mr.   Godfrey?" 

"  That  IS  a  possible  e.xplanation,"  Godfrey  con- 
ceded. 

"  But  why  did  he  make  this  second  knot?  "  in- 
(juired  the  coroner;  '"the  knot  which  holds  the 
noose  tight  and  prevents   it   from   slipping?" 

"  If  he  hadn't  knotted  it  like  that  he  would 
have  had  to  stand  there  holding  it  until  his  victim 
was  dead.      As  it  was,  he  didn't  have  to  wait." 

I  shivered  a  little  at  the  thought  of  the  scoundrel 
calmly  tying  the  knot  to  secure  his  noose,  and  then 
lea\ing  his  victim  to  twitch  his  life  out. 

"  It's  no  little  trick  to  tie  a  knot  like  :hat," 
Godfrey  added,  thoughtfully.  •' I  should  like  to 
study  it." 

"•Ml  right,"  agreed  Goldherger:  "you  can 
ha\  e  It  whenever  you  want  it,"  and  he  got  a  heavy 
'Manila  envelope  out  of  his  pocket  and  placed  the 
cord  carefully  Inside.  "  \o\v  we  must  get  that 
robe  off.  \\'c  cin't  run  any  risk  of  having  those 
iiiiger-prints  smeared." 

It  was  a  dllHcult  job  and  a  revolting  one,  for 
!be  !)odv  had  stittened  into  its  huddled  posture, 
but  at  last  the  robe  w,is  remo\  ed  and  the  body 
itsel!  Iving  at  full  b;iL'!h  on  Its  back  on  the  couch. 
Seen  thus,  with  the  ll-ht  full  on  it,  the  face  was 


liorrlhic,  ami  (.oKihci-.^rcr  laid  his  handkerchief 
"vcr  the  su.,!!en  and  dist(>rted  features,  while,  at 
a  si^n  from  hini.  Simnionds  pulled  down  the  por- 
tiere Iron,  the  inner  door  and  placed  it  over  the 
'"hIv.^  ihen  the  coroner  picked  up  the  rohe  and 
hehi  it  our  at  a'-ms'  length. 

'•  Wliat  kind  of  a  freak  dre,s  is  this,  anvuay?  " 
he  asked. 

"it's  a  rol,e,"  said  (.odfrey.      •'  .Mr.   \'au^han 
^vas  a  mystic.'' 
"A  what?" 

"A   nn  Stic  — a  believer  in   Hinduism  or  some 
other  Oriental  rcliuion." 

"  Hui   lie   dress   tiiis   way  all   the   time?" 

"  I   bcHevc  so.      It  is  probably  the  dress  of  his 

(.^ldber,^rer   roHed   the    mbe   up   carefullv.    and 
sa.d   nothm-  ,n(;re:   but    I   could   see    from   his  e 

I''-^ssIon    that     he    had    ceased    to    wonde 

^auLrhan  had  come  to  a  stran^re  and  violent  end 
Surelv  anvihin.u  misrht  happen  to  a  nnstic  !      Then 
fH'   placed    the    blood-stained    handkerchief    in    an- 
"f'H-r    envelope,    and    tinallv    put    his    hand    in    his 
P'Hk^.r  and  brought  out  half  a  do/en  cigars. 

"N'-'^v."  he  said,  "let's  sit  down  and  rest 
au-hde.  Simmonds  tells  ,ne  it  was  vou  who  called 
'""1.  NFr.  findfrev.  How  did  you  happen  to  dis- 
cover the  crime?  " 
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The  question  was  askcj  carcloslv,  Init  I  cuKl 
f^'cl  the  aicrt  nilrul  hdiln.l  Ir.  I  knew  that  („..]- 
Irey  tdt  it.  n.o,  iVoni  the  wav  in  uiiij,  he  told 
the  story,  for  he  toM  .t  earetully,  and  yet  w,th 
an   air  ot   keeping  notliini;   ha^k. 

Of   the   rnvsterinus   h'-ht  he   salj   nmhin.^.    hut 
startiM^r  ,v,th   my   l.ndin.i^r  ,„-   ,|,,   ,^,^^.^   .^,^^^   ^^^^.^^_ 

mnning  hwain  to  rereJNc  it,  told  of  the  arranue- 
nients  tor  the  rendezvous  dweHm^  upon  it  hghth 
as  a  love-aHair  which  could  have  no  conneefon 
^Vith  the  tra.uedy.  He  parsed  on  to  his  own  ar- 
rival tn.m  the  city,  to  Suain's  return  Iron,  the 
rendezvous,  and  finally  to  the  screa,ns  whieh  had 
reached  us,  and  to  the  discovery  we  had  made 
v.hen  we  burst  into  tiie  house. 

"I  summoned  Dr.  Hinman  immediatelv."'  he 
"l^lt'^i.  "for  Miss  \-auKhan  seemed  to  he  in  a 
serious  condition;  then  I  called  Simnionds,  nul 
suggested  that  he  stop  for  you.  Mr.  Cor,.ner,  for 
I  knew  that  the  case  would  interest  vou.  Dr. 
Minman  arrived  perhaps  half  an  hour' ahead  of 
y-u.  and  had  Mi^s  X'au.i^han  put  t<,  bed  at  once. 
And  f  guess  you  know  the  rest.""  he  concluded. 

\Vc  had  all  listened  intent  1  v.  I  was  prettv 
sine  that  Simmonds  would  make  no  inferences 
uhich  Codfrev  wished  to  avoid;  but  I  feared  t!,e 
"I'-re  penetrating  uund  of  the  coroner,  ilis  first 
question  proved  diat  I  was  right  to  do  so. 
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"■  Where   is  this  man   Swain?"   he   asked. 
"  I  le  was  suHeri;i^r  fpn,;)   ji,^,  .sh')ck,"  said  God- 
trey.  ••  and  J. ester  an.]  J)r.  I  linnian  took  him  over 
t-  my  i^lacc  and  put  him  to  bed.       1  hat's  where 
t!iev   were    when   you   ^ot   here." 

•■  He  seemed  to  I)e  suHerinu  from  a  sh^ht  con- 
ai-ion."  Ilinman  exphiii'ed.  '• 'Iherc  was  a 
swellin.iT  on  one  side  of  his  head,  as  though  some 
"ne  had  struck  hn7i,  and  the  pupils  of  his  eyes 
ULTe  unsynnnetricah  He  liad  also  a  cut  on  the 
wrist."  he  added,  after  an  instant's  hesitation. 

"  \h!"  connnented  (ioldher-er.  with  a  glance 
at   Godfrey.      '"Had    it    been    hleedin,<,r? - 

"He  cut  himself  when  crossing  the  wall,"  God- 
frey explained;  "a  mere  scratch,  but  1  believe  it 
(//./  bleed  a  gooti  deal." 

"All!"  said  GoIdberLrcr  attain;  and  then  he 
turned  to  the  doctor.  >'  Did  J  understand  you 
t"  say  that  he  went  to  slee})?  " 

;'  lie  certainly  did.  I  gave  him  a  good  strong 
opiate  to  make  sure  of  it." 

"Ho   you    think   he'll    sleep   till    morning?" 

"  i  Ic  11   sleep  nine   or  ten   Iiours,   at  least." 

■■   IlK-n   ///,//•,   all   right,"  said   ( .oldberger.   and 

si'tiled  back  in  his  chair  again.      "  Um  didn't  an\- 

!^"^iv  live  in  this  house  except  that  old  man  and  his 

daughter?     Aren't  there   any    ser\ants?" 

"  Ihcrc  must  be  some  somewhere  about."  di\. 
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sucrcd  (idJlrcy.  to  wlintn  the  ijucstinn  was  ad- 
dressed: "but  ^e^tcr  and  I  looked  thn.ii.uh  the 
hnver  floor  and  part  of  the  upper  one  and  didn't 
find  any.  1  here's  a  hell  there  by  tlie  door,  but 
nobody  answered  when  I  rang.  We  liidn'r  have 
nine  to  i,r„  all  over  the  house.  We  JiJ  Imd  one 
thin,l,^  thoui^di,"  he  added,  as  if  by  an  afterthought. 
■"  What  was  that?  " 

1  here's    an   adept   in    one   of  the   rooms   up- 
stairs." 

(loldberger  sat  up  and  stared  at  him. 

"An   adept?"   he   repeated.      "What's  that?" 

"  .\n  expert  in  niystieisni.  I  judge  that 
\  aughan  was  his  p 

'  Do  you  mean  he  .  a  lliiuiu?"  asked  the  eor- 
oner,  as  though  that  would  explain  evervthing. 

But  Ciodlrey  uas  ha\ing  his  re\  •   'i^e. 

"  I  don't  know  whether  he's  a  llnuiu  or  not." 
lie  said,  airily.  "  I  didn't  get  a  very  good  look 
at  him," 

"  What  was  iic  doing?  "  Goldbergcr  demanded. 

"lie   was  just  sitting  there." 

.\g:iin  (loldberger  stared  at  him,  this  time  sus- 
piciously. 

"  Hut.  good  heavens,  man!  "  he  cried  "  That 
was  three  or  toui-  hours  ago!  "^'ou  don't  suppose 
he's  sitting  there  vet!  " 

"  Yes."  said  fiodfrev  ilrilv.  "  I  think  he  is." 
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_    CIoKilKTu.r',  1;kc  Hushed.  .nJ  he  .jM-.nK 
'(-'(-■t  i;ii|\iti\ii[l_\. 

'•Sh..u  n,c(hcnH„n;'hcc(>mm:„ulca 
"(-ul  to."  said  (,„d,-,,,    lao.ni.allv.   and   led 
tlic  w.iy  (Hit  into  tile  hall. 

■''''^'  ''^i'"'-'  ^'-'.ud  tailed  alon^  after  him.  \s 
'  '■"^^'  •"  '"""'-■  f  -^v  that  the  outsulc  uorld  was 
^"-'"^   ^-v    with    tlie    approaching    daun. 

'>^n.rse.  hcann^  .ur  footsteps  ..n  the  stairs 
lookecl  out  111     !i  nil    -.n  )  ',   1  I 

<-odtrey  paused    lor  a   word   with   her 
"IJ-w  is  she?"  he  asked. 

';^'-i;"^Muietly/'  said  the  nurse;  "hut  please 
don      make  any  niore  noise   than   ..H,  can  he!." 
;\;^   '"^'^r   Godfrev   pronused.    and   cro.^ed 
;^c  hall   to  the  door  leadin,  into  the   little   entry 

y;^n  he  paused  and  ]o„ked  around  at  (,o!di,er-v'r' 
Better    go    slow    here,"    he    eaut-oned.      "The 
nuept  has  a   pet  cobra." 
A  snake?  " 


The  deadliest  snake  in  the  world  " 

Coldbcrgcr  drew  hack  a   little,   as   did  all   the 
others. 

"f  <i"n't  think  it  will   bite  ms.  though."  added 
^;->;!fvv.  cheerfullv.   "  if  we  don't  cmwd  it       It's 

■"^"' V-  ^'"  ""^"^  '^^'  "P--'  ^'^-urer  door. 
passed  thrnui^h     m^I  !i  '  ?  i,-, -i    .- 

.      ,  "^ '"'  "^'^'  ^^^i-i^  ttie  curtain  at  the 

farttier  end. 
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Jill  adept  u:is  an  impressive  li.mire,  as  he 
st(i.)J  there  with  the  Mm  hehliui  hiii;.  throwing  a 
:,e!lo\v  iiiinhus  arouiul  his  head.  Jiu,-  rol'e  lie 
wi-re  was  of  a  riJi  purple,  ami  gave  an  aJ.ic.l  e!- 
ieet  ot  he:.^ht  ami  di;;tiity  to  a  fijrure  already  tall. 
Ills  h.iir  was  d;!rk  and  erinkled  like  wind-swept 
water,  his  complexion  dark,  but  with  an  under- 
hlush  of  red  in  the  ..heeks.  His  lips  were  scarlet 
^■\u\  his  eves  coal-hlaek  and  of  an  arrestinfr  hril- 
liance.  I  Ik-  uh,.!c  ettect  he  [.^ive  was  of  trans- 
cendent eiierg)  and  tnaf^netism,  nor  did  he  show 
'he  slightest  fatigue  from  his  long  vigil. 

I  lis  eyes  swept  oiir  faces,  as  wc  stood  crowiied 
there  m  the  doorway.  I  Ic  did  not  seem  surprised. 
Ii    there   was   any   ex[)rc-ssion    in   \us    faie    except 

courteous   in-iuiry,    it    was   one    of   carefully    sup- 

pressed  amusement. 

"  I-'.nter,   friends,"   he   repeated.      "  What   is  it 

you  desire?  " 

His  voice  was  rich  and  deep,  and  he  spoke  with 

a  peculiar  intonation,  but  without  accent.      It  was 

scmethinu  nf    :  shoek  to  hear  the  ordinary  words 

IU2 


K 


THE    tA.ijMiu    HWD  103 

-i  I-nglish  speech  comin^^  from  his  lips,  for  they 
sc-cmcd  fonncd  u.  utter  prophecies  u,  unknown 
tongues. 

(.oldberger  took  one  step  In^o  the  room,  and 
t>cn  stopped  ahruptlv.  J  nllo.  ,„.  h,.  eves.  I  s.w 
'S'^'t  the  cobra  had  also  awakened  ,ron.  its  trance, 
^'"d     was     regarding     us     steaody     and     hissing 

^Mnly.      ihc  adept  smiled  as  he  saw  us  shrink 
back. 

"  Ho  not  fear,-  he  said.      '•  Onnc,  Toto."  and 
stcpp:ng   across   the   n.,,;,,    h,   j,,,,}   ^j^^^,,,,^^^   j_, 

'"^^'   >;^"^^^'"dhelditamomentcInsotohim.geMtIv 
«^okn.g   the    distended   hood.       I  he   snake   curled 
;t^el|  about  his  arm  and  seemed  t.  uuidh-  to  bin, 
f^^'Mt  kept  us  eyes  l.xed  on  us.      I  could  n.-t   !uu 
^m,  e  at  the  incongruity  of  its  nan.c.       Tot,,  u  .. 

wcl    enough  for  a  French  poodle,  but  fnr  a  cobra  • 
■^fter  a  moment.   tl,e  adro'   htud  the  lid  of    a 
'•"-^^i   ';^'^f^^t   uM.h   stood   ,,,   the   Hour  near  th" 

;''"";•  ;''-'fV-i  the  snake  gemly  into  it.  ami  fas- 
-H.l  clown  :h,  bd.  Then  he  clapped  his  hands 
^fl^^  -^uul  an  instant  later  the  curtains  at  the  rear 
;;'  the  room  parted  and  a  strange  f:gure  appeared 
between  them. 

It  u-as  the  figure  of  a  n,an,  not  over  „ve  ,cct 

nnd  very  thm.      He  was  almost  as  dark  as  a 

'^'"■'>  <-^le'i  negro,  and  the  white  burnoos.  wh^ch 

^vasthroun  ^.bont  his  shoulders  and  cover,  d  him 
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to  just  I'Jow  the  hips.  !n;ulc  liiin  Inok  cmii  (.hirkcr. 
Uis  Jcf,'S  v\i\-  l)ai-c  :iiui  srfmed  to  hv  notlim^  hut 
skill  and  hnnc.  I  he  ll.'.r-noscJ  lacc,  with  its  kill 
lips  ami  prominent  c\es.  rcnrnded  nic  ut"  an  idol 
I    had  seen  jiictured  soineuherc. 

liic  newcomer  iioued  h.\v  Iiefore  the  adept, 
and,  at  a  si-ii  finm  him.  pi.ked  up  loto's  basket 
:nid  disappeared  wiih  it  throuLjli  the  eurt  lins.  I  Ic 
had  not  e\en  jrhinccd  in  our  direction.  i  he  adept 
turneti  Iiack  to  us. 

'■  Now.  friends,"  he  said,  "  u  ill  you  nr.t 
enter?" 

Cioldherucr  led  the  way  into  the  room  nnd 
stopped  to  look  about  it.  The  wails  were  hnn^r 
with  black  \  -Ivet.  so  arran.^cd  tli:,t  wlndous  and 
doors  could  be  covered  also,  and  the  room  uas 
absolutely  devoid  of'  furniture,  sa\e  for  a  low.  cir- 

ailar  div.m  in  the  centre  of  uhiJi  st 1  the  crystal 

sphere.    supp(.rtcd.    as    I    saw    now.    oy    a    sleiider 
pedestal. 

'  1  li:i\e  a  lew  (|uestif)ns  to  a^k  vou,""  be^an 
(ioldberger  at  last,  in  a  voic  defere.:fial  despite 
iiimself. 

"  Proceed,  sir,"  said  the  adept,  courteously. 
"Do  you  know  that  .Mr.  Wiuirhan  is  dead?  " 
i  he   adept  made   a    little   deprccatinjj  gesture. 
"  Xot  dead."  he  protested.      "   \  ,„an  does  not 
'•''■      ''* ■'   ■•  '"i'T^  the  <^  .J.   ,h,,t   i^  all. 
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I  lie  ackf^l  >li()(jk  his  hc;u]. 
i    on!}    saw    tlic    Miwl    as    ir   passed    o\-cr.      I 
kr.c\\\    linvvL\Lr,    that    it    h;ui   htcii   torn    iv.nA    the 
b()ii\    'i\    \ii'leiice." 

"  I  low   JiJ   v'U    know   that?"'    prokc    in    (lohi- 

"Because  ot  its  colour."  answered  t!ie  adepi  ; 
ami  then,  when  lie  saw  owr  henuriilicd  expressions, 
he  e\[>lained.  "  .Souls  whicli  pass  in  peace  are 
white;  souls  uhiLh  the  hod)  lia^  driven  lorth  hv 
Its  own  h.m.is  are  hhuk;  souls  which  are  torn  troni 
the  hody  by  an.  alien  hai  :c  red.  My  pupil's 
soul  was  red." 

1  coiild  sec  th.it  (loldberg.r  d,id  not  know 
whetlu  r  to  snort  wiili  derision  or  to  be  impressed. 
I  le  ciukA  l)y  stniiii,;^r  feebly.  As  lor  nie,  I  ad- 
mit I   w.is  inipre  .^ed. 

"When  an  ahen  h.unl,  as  you  put  it,  !-,  used," 
s.iid  the  coronei-,  '  w  c  e.ill  it  murder  in  this  coun- 
try, and  the  l.iw  tries  to  j^et  hold  oi  the  alien 
-'iiul  to  semi  his  soul  after  his  \ietiin's.  I  hat's 
wh.it  v.e  are  tr\in^  to  dt.  iiou .  We  are  oijiccrs 
ot   the  l.iw." 

I  Hi-  ailept  bowed. 
\ny  nssistame  1  can  ^i\c  you,"  he  s,..J.  softlv, 
"  I    sh.ill   be  ^l,;d  to   j;i\c,   thou-h   to   do   fiiurdcr, 
as  you  call  it.  is  not  always  to  do  wron^.' 

"Our  l.iw   doesn't  make  such  nice  distinctions," 
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■■  Mav   I   look  into  it?  " 

';^-,ainlv,-    and    the    adept    suvju    asiJe    the 
curtains.  *«-    me 
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trance.   Init  sat  calmly  contemplating  these  relics. 
( rdldherger's  moustache  lost  a   few  more  hairs 
a^    lie    stood    staring    down    at    this    strange    iig- 
ure. 

"What  are  those  things?  His  gramlinother's 
rorTiains?"   he  asked,   at   last. 

I  hose    are   the    attributes   of    Kali,"    said    the 
adept  graxely,  as  one  relniking  Mas[ihemv. 

"  \  cr\-  interesting,  no  doubt,""  coi,itnented  the 
conmer  tlrily.  "  Would  it  distur!)  the  gentleman 
too  much  to  ask  liiiTi  a  few  ijuestions  ?  " 

I  le  speaks  no  I'.nglish,  but  1  shall  lie  glad  to 
translate   tor  nou.'" 

I  he  coroner  thougb.t  this  (i\er  for  a  ninment, 
antl  then  shook  his  he. id. 

No,  '  he  said:  "  ["ll  \\:>'t  fu;  the  fourt  inter- 
preter, ^'ou  might  tell  him.  though,  that  there 
\sdl  be  oflicers  >it  the  law  on  dut\  IkIo..,  and  that 
lie  Is   not  to  lea\e  the  house."" 

I  Will  c;uition  hnn,""  answered  the  .idept.  anil 
lit  ttic  curtain  l.dl,  as  ue  j^asscil  out. 

I  suppose  there  are  some  othi  r  scr\-ants  some- 
where  about   the    place?"    a^kcd    doldberger. 

" '1  here  are  three  —  they  slee|i  on  the  floor 
nbo\  e." 

■■  Arc  tliev  I  lindus.  too?  " 

"  < 'h,  no,"  luid  the  adept  smiled.  "Two  of 
them  arc  ( lerman  and  the  oihrr  is  hish." 
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The  coroner  reddened  a  little,  Inr  the  words 
somehow  conve\ed  a  subtle  rebuke. 

"'ihat  is  all  tor  to-day,"  he  >aid:  "unless  Mr. 
Simmonds  has  son.e  .luestionsr  "  and  he  looked 
at  his  companion. 

But  Simtnonds,  to  whom  all  these  inquiries  had 
plainly  been  successive  steps  into  the  darkness, 
shook  his  head. 

J'hen  we  uil!  bid  vou  ^ood-rriornini;."  added 
(ioldber^er,  still  a  little  on  his  di-tnty.  "  Arid 
many  thanks   for  your  unirtesv." 

1  he  ade}it  responded  uiih  a  b.w  bow  and  with 
a  smile  decidedly  iromeal.  I.  ;ir  i^ast.  felt  that 
we  had  ^n)t  the  wor>t  of  the  encounter. 

CioIdber;,a'r.    without   a    w./ni,    led   the    way   up 
the  stair  that  riiounted  to  the  attic  storv,  and  there 
soon   succeeded   in    routiner  our   the   three  ser\ants. 
Mie  (lermans  proved  to  be  a  man   and  wife,   well 
past  mddle  age.  the  former  the  gardener  and  the 
latter  the  cook.      J'rin  was   represented  bv  a   red- 
haired  Kill  who  w.is  the  housemaid.      All  of  them 
were    liorrilied    v.  lieu    told    their   master   had    been 
muriiered,   but  none  of  tlum   eould  shed  any  li^^ht 
on  the  tragedy.       1  bev  had   .dl   been  in   bed   lonjr 
lielore   rtndni^^ht.   and  had   not   been   disturbed   b\ 
any  r)t  the  noises  (d'  the  ni;/ht. 

1  his    .oiild    be    the    more    readdv     ijuierstooil 
when,  as  a   little  in\  cbtigation  showcii.   we   found 
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tliai  they  liaci  all  sk-pt  with  <i.„,r,  locked  and 
windows  closed  and  shutUTLd.  Any  sounds  from 
the  house  would  ivally  have  to  penetrate  two  d<,or. 
to  reach  them,  lor  their  roMms  were  at  the  ^:m] 
"I  an  entry,  closed  by  an  outer  ,l,uv.  As  to  the 
windows,  it  was  the  rule  ot  the  house  that  they 
should  always  he  closed  and  tightly  shuttered  dur- 
"U^  the  ni^hr.       i  j,e\    knew  of  no  especial  ,vav,.i 


f'lr  the  rule,   thouui 


1  the   Irisli  ;^i|-!   re;narked  that. 


wuh  heathen  in  ihe  house  and  lunatics,  there  was 
""   tellin-   how    die    ni^dus   were   spent. 

'hey  were  a!i  e\  idently  in.-UKent  of  any  con- 
"'■^ti.n  with  the  tra^a'dy;  hut  (.oldher^er,  for 
M'ine  ridiuiloii.,  reason,  hnui-ht  tiieni  downstairs 
With  liirn  and  mule  them  hmk  at  their  master'. 
'"';'.'•  '"^^  f^'-'i  no  result  except  to  send  the 
Irish  ^riri  into  lusterics,  and  I  linman  for  a  Cev, 
nimutes   had   another  patient  on  his  hands. 

"Well."  said  (.(.Idher^er.  passini^r  his  hand 
wearily  across  his  forehead,  -  I  .uess  there's  noth- 
ing more  to  he  d^n,:  \„d  I'm  dead  tired.  I 
had  just  jrot  to  bed  when  Simmonds  called  me. 
ri!  set  the  inquest  for  ten  o'clock  to-nu)rrow  morn- 
in^r,  and  TlI  Imld  it  here  in  this  I'oom.  Wedl 
want  \(,u  here.  Mr.  (iodfrey,  and  you,  .Mr.  I.ester. 
And  ..!,.  u'S."  he  add 'd  suddenly,  '  ..,j|  want 
that  Mr.  Swain,  whose  story  I  haven't  heard  yet. 
No  douht  of  his  appearing  is  there?" 


"  Absolutely  none."'  I  assurL'd  hiin, 
"  I  CDuK!  [Hit  liiiii  uiuIlt  .L,HiarJ,  of  course."  said 
GokJbcrjrcr,  pensively.  "  fm-  Tni  sure  he'll  p.r-.Ne 
f"_  ''^'  ;i  very  imp(jrta!ir  witness:  but  if  \ou 
will  be  iKTMUKilly  responsible  for  hini.  Mr. 
I. ester.      .      .      .•" 

"  I   will.'"   I   ,:-retJ.   an.l  (  .nMber.^^er  nnjcjrj. 
"lla\e     hin,     licre     at    te:i     o'elock,     then."     be 
sail!. 

■'  !)r.  lliiiMMii  v.oiiKj  letter  see  hiin  a^ain  to- 
cla\,"'   I   suyt^esteJ. 

■'  I'll  eall  abour  f..ur  o'cloek  this  afternoon," 
tiie  lioeior  pronused;  ami,  lr:i\in>r  CoKiber^er  to 
complete  bis  arran.ncinents  :u\d  Simmon. Is  to  post 
his  men,  (.odfrey  ami  f  stepped  out  upo.n  the 
lawn. 

It  was  alter  fi\-e  o'clock  ami  the  sun  was  already 
hi<.'t!.  Ir  scarcely  seemed  ['ossibie  that,  only  six 
hours  before,  Suain  had  cro^.cil  the  uai!  for  the 
first  tinie  ! 

'  We'll  better  go  ,.ut  ;is  we  came,"  (lodfrey 
said,  and  turned  across  the  bi-.n.  i  Ic  w.dked 
with  head  down  and  face  puckered  with  thoujrht. 

"  Tan  y(.  make  an\thin}T  „f  it?  "  f  a.ked,  !)ut 
he  only  shook  his  head. 

We  soon  reached  the  ladder,  ami  (..-dfrey 
paused  to  look  about  him.  The  shrubbery  was 
broken  in  one  [dace,  as  though  some  heavy  body 
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had  fallen  on  it,  anJ  this  was  evidently  the  mark 
<>i    Swain's   wild    jump    fn.ni    the   wall.' 

-At  last,  {.odfrey  nintioned  i,ie  u>  precede  him. 
nnd,  when  f  uas  over,  reached  one  ladder  ^ln^^■n 
ty  ine  and  descended  to  my  side.  Wc  replaced 
the  ladders  against  the  shed',  and  then  walked  <.n 
"'^^■"•^i  tl'f  h(H,se.  As  we  turned  the  corner,  we 
'•Hind  .Mrs.  Harris  standin-  ,,n  the  front  porch. 
"  Well,  \ou  arr  out  early!  "  she  said. 
"  Ves."  laughed  (.odtrcy:  "  fact  is.  we  haven't 
hcen  to  bed  vet.  Will  you  ha;  e  something  to  eat, 
Ecster.   hefore  you  tuiii  in  ?  " 

A  ^rlass  of  milk  was  all  I  wanted:  and  five 
nnnutes  later  I  nmunted  to  my  room.  I  ^huwxd 
'■•'  '"■'•  •'  "loment  at  Suam,  who  seemed  to  he  sleep- 
"VU^  peace!  u!Iv:  and  then  darkened  my  ror-i  as 
''■""  '-'^  '  ^'"''^^  ;ind  tumbled  into  bed.  (  must 
liave  ,h-opped  asleep  the  moment  my  lie.id  touched 
the  pdlow.  for  {  remember  nothin-  m-nv  until  I 
"IHned   my   eyes    to    hnd    Godfrey  '  siardin-   <,vcr 

IllC. 


I 
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swain's   SK.RV 

'  i  HATK  t.)  uakc  you,  I.cstcr."  (..ulhev  sai.i. 
^milin^r,  "luit  :t's  ncarU  (o..ir  ..\!...k.  1),'-  I|in- 
"•a"  \vijl  Ivhcrc  iK-tnrcInn.,  ami  1 1  v.u'rc  ^njnir 
to  Hear  Swain's  story,  you'll  l.avc  ,.,  1„.  .r'tt,„ir 
up." 

1   sar  up  in  !-.J  at  o,kc.   all  tra.v  o,   sLcpliuss 
V  anislicj. 

"  Hou-   is  ii-;?  "    i    a>kcj. 

"lie  sccMis  to  !k-  all  n-hr.  \]c\  Wen  up  for 
s-mc-tnnc.  I  liavcn'i  saul  anvthln^  to  hiu:  al,out 
^'srn,;,hr-|   w.nt.J  .!,.  doctor  to  .cc  him  hr.t; 


besides.    I    fl 


"  ni  l,c  ,: 


i"u_Mit   \ou  ou.uht   to    iic   pr,scnt." 


■h:i  n^ht  away."  |  ...id,  a-d  twc^tv 
^""H'tcs  later.  1  l-ouMd(,od|,vvandS.,in  siting 
'"^^^•tJ.er  o„  rhc-  front  porch.  As  Swain  returned 
'HV  -rcctM-,  I  was  relieved  to  .ce  thit  Ins  eves 
u-ere  no  longer  lixed  and  staring,  hut  senned  unite 


normal 


"  Mrs.  Ilar.js  j,as  vo„r  hreakfaM  readv,"  s-M 
('Odtrev.  -and  I  ,hink  Cll  i„m  vou.  Will  ^,H. 
eoriic.  Ml-.  Swain :-   ' 

"  ^".   thank  you,"  Swain   replied.      -  |   had  n-.v 
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brcakhiit   only   iihcut   an   hour   .il;:i.      I  1 
here-,    if"   \()u   liffii't  i!ii;ui.'' 

"  Ail  ri[^lu,"  sail!  (joJlrcy,  "  \vc  won't  l)c 
long,"  am!  to^^cthcr  v.  c  v.  cut  hack  to  the  tiining- 
rootM. 

Ml-,  llaigis  was  th.rc,  arui  <;ic(.tcd  us  as 
though  stopping  out  till  A:\\\n  and  lircaktasting  at 
lour  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  were  the  most  or- 
dhiaPN  things  in  tlie  \\>.i\d.  .\  ei-pv  ,,f  the  Rfcnrd 
was  l\ing.  as  usiiah  on  th.  tahle,  and  a  hhick  head- 
line tauglit  niv  eve : 


WOK  i  11I\{,  I  (  )\      \   \i  (  ,||\\ 
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Kieii 


Ki  <-  la  Si       Si  F.  \\i,i  Ml      10 

■  .     !      -\i        if'S      ilo'.!l       IN 
■J  if:       l>R(i\X 


I    glanced    at   (n.dl'rey   in   surprise. 

"  1  cs,"  he  said,  reddening  a  little,  "  [  was  Ju^: 
HI  time  to  'I'iioiu  ;iie  story  in  lor  ;!,,  l-st  edition. 
I  called  the  doaor  tifst.  though,  Lester  —  you 
must  give  me  credit  fi.r  that  I  And  it  was  a  beau- 
tiful sc(jop!  " 

W  I'.it  tiine  diii  \.ru  get  up?"   i   asked. 

■'  Al^nut  noon.      i   sent  d(jwn  tlie  f'ull  story   \'  r 
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\nu. 


■'  Any  tlcvclopmcnt^ ':  " 

"  ^'"'^/-'f   i   !mi-.v  oi.      (,t   o.ur>c,    I    i.avcn': 
lii^'iril  Swain's  storv  yet." 

•'<.-Hihvy;'    I   said,   "it   seem.   t..  ,ne   rhar   this 
'"■'''■-   •'  «"'".^^   ^"   '""!<  Had    ,,,;•  s,,,;„_  ^  ,   j|,i„|. 
(^""I^il'cr-,r   su^peas    Ir'n,    alreaJv.      .\    ^,.,,1    ,-' 
-lepeiiils     p,,,i  \^\^  stnrv." 

"  "i  es.   it  J.)LS.'"  (."ovih-ey  a^reeJ. 

W-  iinlsh.ci  the  n.eal  In  silence.  it  uas  not 
■'  I^;"K;'=H'.  km-  i.  ailc.M.  u-asanx,.,..  tM  jr,t!KKk 
'o  Su-uii!.  As  uc  rejoined  him  (-n  the  porJi,  I)- 
M'nman's  .ar  eame  up  the  Jrne.  II,  .,,r  .,ut 
^"ul  shook  hanJs  uiti,  „s.  .\.  he  ur.eteJ  Swain, 
i  -^aw  hini  Lrlanee  anxiously  into  liis  eves  —  ami 
^•"''  ;|'^';    f'-'c    t!;^    ^lan.e    reasMireJ    h'Mi. 

it'uVe   feeling  !)etter  to-ijay.""  he  sai.i,   ^'A\,u ^ 
^lown  hy  S-vain's  side. 

■■  'i^-'"    said    Swain    quietly,    -  Vm    leeiin^    ail 
'"  i;lit  a.^ain." 

••  Urnv  is  .Miss  Vau-iian,  doctor?  ""  i  ask.d. 

Swain  jcrkcci   round  towaid  the  doctor. 

"  Is  Miss  \'au-han  ill;-"  "k-  demanded. 

"^"'Hc  had  a  sh(,ck  last  n^-ht."  answered  tf,e 
woctor.  slowlv:  "hut  she's  Rettint,  alonir  nicely. 
^hc  11  have  to  he  kept  quiet  for  a   tew  davs." 

i  ^vi-,  lookinj?  at  Swain  curh        ,        ||,  was  rul- 
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binij;  liis  hciui  pcrplcxctlly.  as  thouj^h  trying  to 
hrinir  some  lontuscd  memory  to  'he  lurface  o!  his 
j)iiiui. 

I  stem  ti)  n  'iiemher,"  he  said.  "  that  Miss 
\'au^!i.iii  laiiunl,  d])d  that  I  picked  her  up." 
Tlieii  he  stopped  and  stared  at  us.  "  Is  her  I'-uiier 
dead?" 

\  es,"  I  said,  and  he  tell  to  ruhhitij^  his  hea>.i 
a<>;ain. 

I  ulanced  at  !  jiiiman.  ^ud  h,'  nodiled  slightly. 
I  took  it  lor  assuraiue  that  Swain  might  be  ques- 
tioned, (iddlrey.  \\!io  had  gone  indoors  to  get 
sonic  cigars,  came  JKiek  with  a  handt'ul.  All  ni 
us,  incUuling  S\v;iin.  lighted  up. 

*'  Now,  Swain,"  I  hega.i.  "  1  want  you  to  tell 
us  all  that  \ou  remcmher  of  last  night's  hapjicn- 
ings.  Hotli  Mr.  Ci^'dt'rey  and  h:-  ilini-an  .are  in 
my  conlidcncc  and  you  may  sj)eak  freely  he  tore 
them.  I  want  theni  to  hear  \i)ur  sto-y.  because  I 
want  their  ael  ice." 

1  here  was  a  pucker  <>f  '<er]i!e\  :■  i  >\v,iiirs 
fare. 

['\c  been  tr\ing.  c\er  since  I  woke  uji  this 
morning,  to  straighten  out  nw  remembrance  of 
last  night."  he  began.  slo\\l\  ;  "  Itm  I  h.iven't  sta. 
cceded  very  well.  At  least,  everything  seems  to 
stop  right  in  the  inidille." 

"Go  ahead,"  I  said,  "  and  tell  us  what  vou  do 
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remember.  Mavbe  ic  will  ^^tow  usurer  as  you 
recall  it,  or  ma) he  we  can  nil  in  the  ,ii;a}<s.  Bej^iii 
at  the  moment  \ou  went  mcr  the  wall.  Wc  know 
( '.ervthin^'  tliat  hai'ivried  up  to  that  time.  V(.u 
rememher  that  clearly,  don't  vou  .■'  " 

"Oh,     ves,"     said     Swain.       '1     remcmiicr    all 
that,""   and   he   seitkd   hack   in   his  chair.      "Well, 
after   I   went  down  the  ladder.   I   found  myself  in 
a  clump  rjl  shrubbery,  and  beyond  that  was  a  pith. 
I  knew  that  the  arbour  where  I  was  to  meet  Miss 
\  au^Wiap.  was  in  the  corner  at  the  grounds  at  the 
back  next  to  Mr.  (.odfrey's  place,  so  I  turned  back 
al(»nfr   the   wall.    Iea\ing   the   path,    which    curved 
away  fnnii  it.      It  uas  very  dark  under  the  trees 
and  I   had  to  go  slowly  for  fear  of  running  into 
one  of  them.      Hut   1  linally  found  the  arbour.      1 
'truck  a  match  to  aspire  myself  that  it  was  empty, 
and    then    sat    down    to    w  i:t.      Once   or    twi^e    1 
fancietl   I  heard  some  (jnc  moving  outside,  but  it 
was  only  the  wind  among  the  trees,   I  guess,   for 
It  was   fully   half  an   hour  before   .Miss   N'aughan 
came." 

I  could  sec  how  his  h .. 

arm  ol   his  chair,  and  he  \y.i\i'-: 
lect  himself. 

"  What  .Miss  N'au^^han  toKl  me,"  he  went  on. 
at  last.  Ami  I  saw  that  of  the  details  of  the  meeting 
he   did  not  ir.tcn  1  to  speak,   "convinced   me  that 


I   ^  inhlmg  on  the 
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Iter  father  uas  ,,uitc  n,a J  -  much  wcrsc  than  [ 
i'ad  siispcctcd.  I  kiKu,  oi  course,  that  he  was  a 
^tudan  ni  the  supernatural,  hut  sinu;  th,  o,:,,!,,:; 
«'}    this  voj^fi.      ..." 

"'Ihis  what?"  Ilin.-nan  int  rrupte.l. 

"  \  yoj^i,  '  Swain  aiisuereci,  turniijg  tcnvM-d 
,.'";•  "''-  as  nearly  as  1  can  n.ake  out,  a  sort  ui 
'"«'!  Pnest  of  Ilinduisn..  1  I,  knows  all  its 
secrets,  and  is  supposed  u>  he  ahlc  to  do  all  sorts 
"f  supernatural  things.  This  felj.nv  who  jn .  d 
VMth  Mr.  \au«han  is  a  yoj^i.  M,.  \;u,.,,,„  ,,  ,^ 
nis  liiHipie." 

"\\hcre  did  tlie  \o-i  o.ine  from?"  (iojfrev 
asked.  ^ 

"  '  ^'"'"f  l^now.  I  don't  think  Miss  Wui^han 
Ws.  IK.  arrived,  uith  his  attendant,  ahout  s,\ 
'"onths  ago:  and  since  then  thmgs  have  gone  from 

"'^"^7"-       "'^•■^•''^'^I'^-^'ncrystal-ga/ingand 
star-worship  and  necromancy  „f  all  .sorts.      I   n-n- 
'css  I  didn't  understand  Ncrv  much  of  it."  }•„  ,  Idcd 
"';   ^^''^   ^'11  -^^.ld  and   unrd;   hut   it  ended   not" 
'>"!>    "'    Mr.    \au,han\    hecoming    a    ouucrt    to 
^vhatMer  religion  it  is  the  vogi  practises,  hut  ui  a 
detcrnunatu.n    that    his    daughter    should    Incon.e 
a    Pnestess   of   the    cult.      It    uas    iron,    that    she 
\vishedmeto  help  her  to  escape." 

."^'  -''"''J'^''  ^'"^J  •'^■'i"   '-'.S'hcd  his  head  slowlv. 
^^   '   t^H    •••  he  went  on.   at  last,  "it  s..un.}s 


f 

I 


|l 


[H-tr 


as 


she 


absurd  anj.nhclicvahic:  hut  as  she  toKii,.,h,,-c 
'"  f'';  ^l-"-^",.ss.  uith  those  stran.:,c  rustlings 
round  us.  ,t  sent  the  chills  up  and  dou„  ,ny  spine 

1  crhaps  those  (Orientals  J.  knou  ,nore  about  the 
supernatural  than  ue  ulve  them  credit  lor:atar- 
rate.  I  knmv  that  Miss  Vaughan  had  been  im- 
pressed H-,th  the  yogi's  power.  It  fascinated  and 
at  the  sam.  time  horrihed  her.  She  said  he  had 
a  hideous  snake,  .t  cobra,  which  h. 
v.niild    j.cT    ;i    kitten.       .       .       ." 

His  voice  hrok.  oft'  again,  and  he  unxd  the 
perspiration  horn  his  forehead.  J  mvselt  ,elt  de- 
culcolynervots.  Odlrey  t.  .v  away  his  ci.ar. 
which  had  hroken  in  his  tinkers. 

"   ^^='7  rare,"  Swain  went  on.  "I  was  so  upset 
l'>whatshetnIdmeih.,tIou.   Jthmko.noth.ng 
to  do  except  to  beg  her  to  .unu   awav  w.th  n,e  at 
""^^■-      I    remembered    my   promise    to    vou     \|,- 
-e^ter.  but  1  was  .sure  you  would  appn.ve       |  ,.M 
her  about   ^..u-that   itwasinto   vour  hands  , he 
'^■^^^rhadl.llen.      She  sa,d  she  had  seen  wn,  look- 

'nKatherlromatrecandhadknownataghtncc 
fbat  s,,e  could  trust  vou.  ^  ou  didn't  tell  me  vou 
were  m  a  tree."  he  added. 

''VcCIsaid.awkuardly.      "  I  was  just  eking 

a  little  h.ok  over  the  landscape.      K..,her  foolish  o, 
me,  wasn't  it?  " 

"  Well,  it  was  mighty  fortunate.  anvu.,\       She 
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how 


l'.a<I  written  the  I      cr.  hut  ^iic 
she  was  K'oinjj;  to  ^'et   it  to  iin.-. 

""iou  mean  she  couKhi't  ijo  out  when  she 
wanted  to?"  deriianded  dodtTv. 

"  I  ;^atiiered  irdtn  what  she  tcild  me,"  said 
Swain,  his  t'ace  ihishin^r  with  an-er.  '•  th;ir  slie  has 
I;een  practically  a  prisoner  ever  since  the  vo'M  ar- 
rued.  Besides,  even  if  she  had  succeeded  in  niail- 
inji;  the  letter,  it  wouKln't  ha\e  readied  me  unrd 
too  hite." 

"  In  what  way  too  hite?  " 

"  I  ler  lather  seems  to  have  had  a  ^Ui.hk-n  turn 
I'-r  the  worse  \esterday;  lie  became  almost  vioknt 
in  insisting'  that  she  consent  to  his  plan.      lie  tohi 
her  th,it   the   hi'c  of  fiis  own   soul   as   w.  il   as   or 
hers  dependeil  upon  it.      1  le  threatenetl  —  I  don't 
know  what.      The  yogi  talked  to  her  afterwards. 
lie.  of  course,  believed,  or  pretended  to  believe, 
as  her  father  did;  moreover,  he  told  her  that  her 
father  would  certainly  suffer  a  serious  mental  shock 
it  she  relused.  [HTha})s  a   fatal  one.      In  despair, 
she   finally   agreed,   on   the  condition   that   slie   ho 
given  three  days  in  wliidi  to  prepare  lierMlf.      Ii 
she  did   not  hear   from   me  in  tliat  time,  she   had 
maile  u]>  her  miiul  to  consent." 

Swain  stoi^ped  a^jain,  and  I  lay  hack  in  my  chair, 
wonderinjr  if  such  things  were  possible  in  this 
fAventieth   centi!rv.    here   within  the  boundaries  of 
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^^'■7^^'"  ^^^^-  ^■-•-      My  l-ain  rcdcd  at  tl,c  ab- 
surdity  ol  it! 

•'V.u.uhnn     was     undcubtcdlv     suhcrin.r     from 

nnma,-saiai)r.  H^n-nan.  ;^al,m•^n;.v       '   Tlu- 
symptoms,  as  Mr.   .,,,;,  j,,,,,,|,^.^  ^j^^.,,^^  _^_.^,  ^^^^_ 

rnistakalilc." 

^     "'^    ^^-'^    ^i'.it   ar^^umcnt    I    usaJ."   saul   huain 
1   toKJ  her  chat,  since  ho   was  cicarlv  r.Kui    she- 
must,    ,n    s.!t-dclaK-o.    phuv    hcr.s.l,     hevnn,!    his 
reach.      But  s!>c  refused  ,„  K,^  c  hi,n.      Tli.n     1 
ari^ucd.    ,n   knidncss   to   hl,n    she   must   hav      hirn 
committed  to  some  institutio,,  where  he  wouKi  he 
t^'f^-n   care  of,   and   where   ),e   mi^ht,   in    time,   rc- 
«am  his  sanity.      I  mhi  her  that  it  w.uiM  he  crimi- 
ng   '"Hv  to  permit  him  to  remam  longer  under  the 
""^;V\"^  '''^  >"^'-      ^fH-hadtoa^reewnhme; 
.-|nd  she  tmaliy  consented  to  sijr„  an  affidavit  to  th- 
'acts  as   I  have  toKf  them,  and  a  petition  askin^r 
f":'^  a   commission  he   appointed   to  examine   h.  r 
^>ther      y.u  were  to  have  draun  uy  thcpape-- 
to-day,  Mr.  Lester,  and  I  was  to  have  taken  the 
to  her  tor  signature  to-nij,'ht." 

"^I'.at    WuuKl    have    settled    the    matt,  r."    s.,d 
Codfrcv.   thonuh, fully.      "It's   tn.,   had   it   uasn't 
settled   ,n   that  way.      What   <'       h  ipp.M.d,    Mr 
owain? 

"Miss  Vau^hnn  had  j^mwu  verv  nervous,  .,th 
all  this  discussion,  and  at  hist  she  sprang  to  her 
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Icct  and  saul  she  must  ^o,  or  hw  father  uoukl 
discover  her  ahsencc.  We  roee  to  Iea\e  the 
arbour,  aiul  at  that  instant,  a  wliite-rcbcii  iigurL 
sprang  to  her  side,  scizetl  h.er  and  t^rc  her  auav 
from  mc.  1  was  too  startkd  lor  an  instant  t  ■ 
resist;  then,  as  1  started  toward  them,  Marjiuic 
pushed  mc  back. 

"'Ciol  Go!'  she  cried.  'It  is  niv  lather!' 
"  ikit  lie  stopped  me.  I.n  a  voii.e  shaking'  and 
husky  with  rage,  he  warned  me  that  if  !  entered 
the  place  again,  my  life  would  be  forfeit.  I  can't 
repeat  the  horrible  tilings  he  said.  I  could  see 
liis  eyes  gleaming  like  a  wild  beast's.  He  cursed 
me.  I  had  never  been  cursed  before."  and  Swain 
smiled  thinly,  "  and  I  confess  it  wasn't  pleasant. 
I  hen  he  led  his  daughter  away. 

1  -;ood  staring  after  t!iem.  I  divln't  know 
wliat  to  do.  1  \\-]x  like  a  madman  mysilf.  I  sat 
down  and  trird  to  collect  my  thoughts.  I  saw 
that  some  new  p.lan  must  be  made  —  that  there 
was  no  liope  (il  tjieeting  .Marjorie  again.  1  was 
sick  with  iear  i'or  her:  I  tiiought  of  following  to 
the  house  and  coin|K'!ling  her  to  come  with  me 
at  iince.  And  then,  suddenlv.  I  saw  two  eyes 
gleaming  at  me.  They  were  not  hurtian  eyes — 
the\  were  too  close  together  —  antl  thev  were 
swaying  gently  back  and  forth  in  th.e  air.  about  a 
foot   from   the  ground.      1    ga/ed   .it   tlu-n,    tasei- 
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natccl.  arul  t!un  f  lu-arj  a  soft.  lou  whistle,  fol- 
lovvcd  by  a  ,a:nr  hissing,  as  the  eves  lell  for- 
ward. 

"'naflash.  lkneu-,hat;tuas--thecohra-J 
,;'^^""'^>;^"^'^^''^^^-Vau^han  had  said  nu" 

,,,,*'  '"-■"   '"  '"<■   ''"i>r  ."1.1   niii    ini,, 

h;-   Jarkncss.      I    „r„ck   „,y   luaj    a^auist   son,c. 

th.ng       a    tree.    I    suppose;    hut    I    kept    „„,    auj 

■^  .-.il  cmusol,  :„-,„  ,l,a,.      r  SCO,,,  ,„  remember 
'.eann,.   M,„-,„ne   scream,   a,ui   ,|„d„,;;   her   Ivin^ 

bes,uelK-r,:uiH.r.„.|,„„.a.deaJ-l,„ti„,upu" 
h.nss  ,„,v,l,er.-  a,ul  lu-   rubbed  his  head  hep. 
Icssly.  * 

"i'll    put   them    together    for   unC    said   (.od- 
"^•v-  When  ...Hi  ran  ,nto  the  tree,  vou  suhered 

MurtKd  concussion.      Ifs  lueky  it  wasn't  total,  or 
■»oto   uoulil    have   i^ot    \,.;,  ]  " 

J  (>M  .•' 

';  ''l;-^'.    I    l-eiieve.    is   the   cohra-s   na,„e."   .v. 

;;'^""-'<-l'>-.>vithas,„He:-„„le.s.,„e„ursc 
"ere  are  tu.,  ,„   ,bc,„."      .\„d  he  ,„hl  s„ai„   i„ 
'letailol  theeientsivlmh  had  fuih.ucd 
,,,'"";"    listened    ul.h    starln,,   .us.      I    d,d    ,„., 

-mC  n  h,,h.  d,,,u,h   I  ..ireadv  k.Ku.  ,he  s,,,rv. 
»"t  ("iirev,  «,,h  a  t-il't  of  narration  hnrn  ,„■  I,,,,,- 
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ruuspaiHi-  cxpcrieiKc,  t.^M  it  in  a  wav  that  riindc 
il^1   liMn-(tr  s;!lic!it  and   left  otic   ',M^pin_if. 

i  here  is  (rr,c  (|uestinn  1  \>aiit  to  ask  yo'i, 
Swam,"  he  said,  m  conehision,  "  and  I  want  y<ui 
to  think  carel'ully  hefore  yrui  answer  it.  Durint^ 
your  altercation  with  Mr.  \au-han,  did  you  at 
any  time  touch  him  ?  '' 

1  "uch  him?  No,  of  course  not,"  and  Swain 
shook  his  head  decidedly. 

"  Vou  arc  sure  of  that?"  asked  (iodfrcy  ear- 
nestly. 

"  Perfectly  sure,"  said  Swain,  looking;  at  him 
in  astonishment.  "  I  was  ne\  er  within  tlirce  feet 
of  him." 

(lodlrey  sprang  to  his  feet  with  a  gesture  of 
relief. 

"  I  seem  to  need  a  cockt.iil."  he  said,  in  .mother 
tone.  "  Isn't  that  the  i)rescription  for  all  of  us, 
docto 
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'^  es."  assented  I  linnian,  smiling,  "  and,  after 
that,  complete  change  of  subject!  " 
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Wi;  trl,.  J  t(,  Inll.nv  Dr.  ll.nman-s  prescription,  Init 
not  With  any  trrcat  succos,  l,,r  it  is  ditHcult  to  talk 
about  one  thin^^  and  think  about  another,      bo  the 
doctor  took   hiUisolt    off.   before   lon^.    and   Swam 
announced  that  he  hiniselt   would  have   t,,  return 
to  the  city.      Mehado.„:o,;ut  wlth.-ut  s,>  mueh  a. 
a   tooth-brush,    he   pc^nted   nut;   his   trousers   were 
in    a    lamentable   eonditicn,    and.    while   (M.dtrey's 
coat  was  welcome,  it  was   lar  horn  a  perfect  tit. 
"  Which  renunds  me,"  he  added.  "  that  I  d^n't 
know  what  has  become  of  niy  own  cn.it  and  shirt." 
I    looked   at  Godfrey   (juickly. 
"  N".  I   fora,,.  them,"  he  said.      "   rhevh-e  over 
in   the   library  at   l-lmliursr."  hr   added  w.  .Swam. 
"  "i  ou  (in   -ct  them  lo-morrou  ." 

"  I^h.dl    li;!\e  t..  be  there  t.-niormw,   tlien  ?  " 
"  Ves.  ;it  tlie  in,|uest:   I've  pmmised  to  produce 
you  tliLre."  f  saivi. 
"  -At   what   time?  " 
"  VouM  better  be  tliere  bv  ttn."' 
"Very  well;  that's  ail  the  more  reason  >or  .^et- 
tinjr  back  to  my  ba^e  of  supplies.      If   I   uv,u'  ,.n 
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riic  vtand  iuokwig  like  tii;^,  the  jur\-  wiuiKi  proha'nly 
tliijik   1   \\;ib  tlic  murdvTLT  I  "'   he  iuKled,   huighinu. 
My  aii>weri!;L(  ^wiile  was  decidedly  thin.      (iovl- 
Irey  did  nut  e\  lii  tr\  t.i  ioree  one. 

Wait  a  lew  minutes,"  he  ^uyt^^estcd,  "  and  I'll 
take  you  down  in  m\  ear.  I'll  try  to  j^et  hack 
early,  J. ester,"  lie  adil^d,  api)lotzeticall\-.  "  I'm 
tar  Ironi  an  itieal  h<.'st  —  Init  \ou"!l  lind  some 
hooks  on  my  desk  that  ma\  interest  noli  ---  I  got 
them  up  to-day.  Take  a  look  at  iliem  after  din- 
ner." 

1  le  went  back  to  bririjr  our  his  car.  and  S\\  ain  sat 
down    a;.;ain    beside    me. 

Ml".  Lester,"  he  said,  in  a  low  \oice,  ''  1  hope 
you   haven't   foruotten   \c)ur  promise."' 
"  What  promise  '-.  " 

io  [Hit  .Miss  \  auL^'iian  in  a  sate  ]ilai.e  and  to 
look  atter  her  interests." 

"  No,"    I    said,    ■■  I    haven't    tOr^otteii.      1    am 
f^o'.ng  to  ask  to  see  her  atter  the  in(]Liest  to-mor- 
row.     If  she  wishes  us  to  represent  her.  ue  will."' 
"  And     to    protect    her,""     lie     added,     quickly. 
"  She  h,asn"t  even  a  mad  t'atlier  now!  "" 

"  ^)he"s  sate  enougii  tor  the  present,"'  I  }->o!nted 
out.  "  Dr.  llinman  has  employed  another  nurse, 
so  that  one  is  with   her  all  the  time." 

1  vvon't  be  s;itistiei.i."  saiii  .Swain,  "  till  you  p;et 
her  out  ot  ih.it  house  and  aw.iv  Irom  those  damned 
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Hindus.      (  )nc  nurse,  or  cxcn  ruo.   woukln't  stop 
thtni." 

"  Sto)i  thcin    '  '-.ini   w  fiat  ?  " 

"  I    don  r    know."    and    he    tuistcti    his    finger; 
hclplcssl). 

"  Well,   the   (•■(.lice   ui!!   stop   them.      There   arc 
three  or  lour  men  on  viuty  there,  with  orders  to  let 
no  wne  in  or  out." 
I  lis  lace  briuhten.ed. 

"  Ah.  that's  better,"  he  said.      •'  I   didn't  know- 
that.       1  low  i.,ii;r  .,vil!  thev  l^e  there?  " 
I  ill  alter  tl;e  i!i(]uest.  anvway." 
"  And  you  will  see   .Miss  \aughan  alter  the  in- 
quest? " 
"  Ves." 

"  And  ur^e  her  to  ^o  to  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rovce?  " 
"  'les  —  hut  I  don't  think  sliedi  n^.-(.\[  rnueh  ur,^- 
u^iJ^.      I'll  ^ret  a  note  from  .Mrs.   Ko\.j.      i'!]  tele- 
phone to   .Mr.    Ro\ee  now.   and  you  can  stop  and 
l(et  tne  note  as  \ou  v.o:Me  up  in  t':e  morninij." 

Cio^ltre\'s  ear  glided  up  tiie  dri\e  ami  stuppeil 
•It  the  porJi.  .Swain  held  ,,ut  his  hand  and  elasped 
inme  uarmlv. 

I  hank  you.  .Mr.  f. ester,"  he  said:  and  a 
■r.oment  later  the  ear  turned  into  the  highway  and 
passed  from  sight. 

I  iien  I  went  in,  uut  Mr.  Rovce  on  the  'phone, 
-i'd  tnve  him   a  brief  outline  of  tli,-  inri.l.-Mf.   .J 
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the  ni.nht  before.  I  Ic  listencti  with  an  exclama- 
tion oi  astonishment  trnm  tinic  to  time,  ami  as- 
sentei  heartily  wlicn  I  suj^j^'esteci  tfiat  Miss 
X'au^'han  might  be  plated  in  Mr..  Koyce's  care 
temporarih. 

"  ."bill's  a  i>eaul!ful  t:irl."  I  eoncludec],  "  anj 
very  youn^^.  I  at,'ree  with  Swam  that  she  mustirt 
he  Iftt  al'iiie  in  iliat  house." 

"Certainly    she     mustn't."     saiil     my    partner. 

I  11  ha\e  Mrs.  Royce  write  the  note,  and  jjet  a 
room   read\    tnr  her." 

"  Ot  eoui-sc,"  I  said,  "it's  possible  she  won't 
come  — thou^^li  I  believe  she'll  he  ulad  to.  Or 
there  may  l^e  a  family  lawver  who  will  want  to 
look  alter  her.  (  )nly  she  didn't  appear  to  know 
ol  anv  when  she  was  talkinj^  to  Swain." 

"  Well,  brin<r  her  alon^r  if  m)u  can,"  said 
Mr.  Royce.  '•We'll  1-e  -lad  to  have  her.  And 
take  your  time  about  coming  back,  if  vou're  needed 
u|i  there.      We're  getting  alon<.'  all  ri^dit." 

{  th.inkeei  him,  anei  hunt;  up:  anel  pre^-cntly  Mrs. 
I  largis  came  to  summon  me  to  dinner.  That  meal 
over,  I  v.ent  In  to  Ciodfrev's  desk  to  see  wliat  the 
hooks  were  he  h;ul  sugtjesteii  that  I  loe)k  at. 
1  here  was  (juite  a  pile  of  them,  am!  I  saw  that  they 
:dl  rel.ited  to  mysticism  or  to  the  reliuions  of  India. 
J  here  was  Sir  .Monier  Williams's  "  Rrahmatiism 
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and  Minviuisiii,"  1  InpKiub '^  "  i  fic  Religions  .it 
India,"  a  work  on  crystalloinancy,  Mr.  \.l>\\[ 
I  uckcy's  >;,^,nilarJ  work  on  "  Hypnotism  and  Sug- 
gestion," ami  some  lialf  du/cn  others  whose  titles 
I  have  forgotten.  And  as  I  looked  at  ihcm,  I 
began  lo  understand  one  i\.iMm  for  Godfrey's 
success  as  a  soher  of  mysteries  —  no  detail  of  a 
subject  ever  escaped  him. 

1  lit  my  pipe,  sat  down,  and  was  soon  deep  in 
the  lore  ot  the  Iiast.  I  must  confess  f'lat  I  did  not 
make  muJi  of  ir.  In  that  m.i/e  of  superstition, 
the  mo.t  I  could  do  was  to  pick  up  a  thread  here 
and  there,  'i  he  y.-i  had  referred  to  th.-  Wi.ite 
Night  ot  Siva,  and  I  soon  found  our  that  Si\a  is 
one  of  the  gods  of  I  linduism  —  one  of  a  great  tril- 
og\  :  Brahma  the  creator  \'ishnu  t'le  preserver, 
end  Si\a  the  destroyer.  I  Ic  had  also  spoken  of 
the  attributes  of  Kali.   anil,  after  a  little   further 

search,   I  disco\ered  that  Kali  was  Sixa's  wife 

a  most  unprepossessing  ancl  fiendish  female. 

But  wiieii  1  passed  on  to  Hinduism  itself,  and 
tried  to  understand  it>  tenets  and  its  sects,  I  soon 
found  myself  out  of  my  depth.  They  were  so 
jumbled,  so  multitudinous,  and  so  di\erse  that  I 
couKl  get  no  clear  idea  of  them.  1  read  of  t.he 
\  edas.  the  I'panishads.  tfie  Brahmanas;  of  ineta- 
physical    abstractions    tuu    tenuous    to    grasp;    of 
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karn.i  (i|-  action,  ot  rnaya  c^r  ilhisi.  i,  and  1  know- 
not  wii.it  ••  t.Mi.^icd  jurnMf  ,•)•  uiK.st.  and  demons 
iicnii--'HN.  a;;d  dciuL-d  saints,  household  K«'cis,  \i|- 
lufTc  ^(His,  trilnil  .1^1  hIs,  uni\-LM--.al  j^ods,  with  their 
countless  siirines  and  teninles  and  din  of  discordant 
rites."  At  hist,  in  d.sf-air.  I  ^ave  it  up.  mkI  turned 
to  tile  hiidiv  (iji  1.  !■)  wali(iniane\. 

1  lerc,  at  least,  w.is  something  tomprehcnsilile,  il 
not  altogether  !)elieval>le.  and  1   read  with  interest 
ol    the  anti.iuity  ot   crystal--a/ino;  as  a  means  of 
induein-  hallueination   for  the  I'.urnosc  of  setklng 
in(on7!ation  n.,t  to  he  -ained  by  a-iy  normal  means. 
I   read  of  its  use  in   China,   in   Assyria,   in    1  igvpt, 
in  Arihia,  in  India,  in  (.reeee  and  Rume;  ..I  hnw 
us  |'ra.;iti,MKrs  in  the   .Mi.;dle  A<;es  were   h.okcvl 
Ui'on  as  hereties  aiui  hurnt  at  the  stake  or  broken 
«'n  the  wheel:  of  the  famous  Dr.  Dee.  and  so  down 
to  the  jM-esent  time.      The  seryirs  or  seers  somc- 
tnnes   u:,cd  mirrors,   sonietimes   \essels   tilled   with 
\vatcr,  hut  usuall\   a  poli^lud  stone,  and  her>|  was 
cspeeially  estcen;ed. 

1  lie  eMect  of  -a/in-J  at  thesi  intently  for  n  tiu'e 
\vas  to  ahstravt  the  riimd  Irom  normal  seiisorv  im- 
pressions, and  to  induce  a  state  of  partial  lupnosis 
«lin-iMK^  ^^!lich  the  seryer  claimed  he  could  perceive 
I"  liic  crystal  dream-piaures  of  great  vividness. 
M-rnes  at  a  distance,  occurrences  ,,f  the  [-asi,  and  of 
tile  luture. 
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I  was  still  Jc.p  in  this,  when  i  licird  ;i  -.tcp 
outside,  the  Udor  opened,  and  Godiiw  ^.X'.nc  :n. 
lie  smiled  \vi;en  !ie  saw  what  I  was  di'in^. 

"  ll(nv  liavc  yon  been  gettisig  alop,:^?"  he 
asked. 

"  Not  very  well,"  and  I  threw  the  hoik  hack 
on  the  talile.  "  '1  he  cr\sial-^a/in^  i>trt  so  had-  - 
one  can  understand  that;  !nit  t!ie  juinhle  of  ab- 
stractions which  the  Hindus  call  reh-i.ui  is  too 
much  for  me.  I  didn't  know  ii  was  S(;  Kite,"  i 
added,  and  looked  at  my  watJi;  hut  it  was  ni  c 
\et  eleven  o'clock. 

"  I'm  earlier  than  u^ial,"  said  (lodfrev.  "  I 
cut  loose  as  soon  as  I  couK!,  because  I  thout^ht  we'd 
better  talk  things  over.  I  saw  bimmonds  in  town 
to-niglit." 

"  Ah,"  I  said;  "  and  wliat  did  lie  tell  \>  u  '  "' 

"  Nothing  I  didn't  know  already.  The  pi>liv.e 
have  discovered  nothing  new  —  or,  if  th.y  lui\e, 
the) 're  keeping  it  liark  until  to-morrow.  Sim- 
niomls  did,  howewr,  regale  me  with  his  the.>rv 
of  the  case.  Ho  says  the  murder  was  done  either 
by  (»ne  of  the  Hindus  or  by  young  Swain."' 

"  What  do  yon  think?"  I  asked. 

"  I'rTi  ini lined  to  agree  with  Siinrnonils."  said 
r.odtrev.  grimlv  "With  the  emphasis  on  tlio 
Hindus,"  he  .iiMed,  seeing  the  b ok  on  mv  i.i^:c, 
"  I  don't  lielieve  Swain  li.id  any  hand  in  it." 
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"  NcitluT  (!o  I,"  f  a::rccj,  heartily.      "  In  fact, 
sii;h  a  tlic-ory  is  too  absurj  t.>  ciisiuss." 

'■Jii.t  thf  same."  Slid  ( „..,l)ixy,  slow'y,  '•  I'm 
i:I:ui  lie  dMin't  to;;,h  \-au;;lian.  If  he  had  hap- 
pened to  sei/c  hi.-T,  by  the  r.eek,  while  they  uerc 
>tniii-^]mg  to-cthcr,-in  .,ther  words,  if'  thnse 
/in^cr-prints  GoKJherger  f„u:id  had  happened  to 
he  Mvain's  — thing's  would  iiave  looked  had  tor 
'"'"■  J''"  fi'r^n-  they'll  turn  out  to  helon^^  to 
";'^  '"  t.i^'  Hindus-  hut,  as  1  said  to  (.oldher^ger, 
i  in  afraid  tliat's  too  ^n,,.!  to  he  true." 

"  \\ii.\ii  one  of  the   Hindus  ?  "  [   jiked. 

"  '  Jli.  the   1  hii-,  <.f  course." 

1  s,tt  hoir  riprij^rln, 

■■   i.'"-     I  hug.'"    I    echoed. 

"  i^Hln't  vnu  ;r,t  , ha,  ,-;,r?  "  and  Codfrcv  pieked 
I'P  "Me  ot  t!ie  !)ooks  and  ran  rapidly  th.rou-h  the 
P-'k'^s.      "  Vou  rememher  we  found  him  sq.nttin^' 

on  the  floor  uith  a  rag  and  a  tu-.th  and  a  bone  .n 
ir<'iit  ol   hinr:'  " 

"Yes." 

'■  And  do  ;,ou  rcmcmhcr  how  the  voj;!  dcserihed 
them,  when  (.oldher.uer  asked  Inn,  about  them?" 

"^cry  distincrlv  — he  called  then  the  at- 
tributes  of  K.ih"." 

"  Xow  hstcn  to  this:  '  The  Tlu.gs  .nre  .n  religious 
Jratcrmfv.  committing  muders  In  honor  of  Kali 
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and  prdtfcts  tliciii.  l.cL,aiiil  :i>scrts  that  she  \n\'- 
sciitcsl  her  worshippers  with  three  th;iiL,'s,  tlie  hem 
nt  her  lower  ^arMieiit  to  use  as  a  noose,  a  rib  to 
use  as  a  kiiite,  .md  a  tnotli  to  u>e  as  a  pick-axe 
in  hur\iiiLj  tiie  \ictim-.'  "  He  ^huued  at  nie.  and 
then  went  on:  "■Hut  the  knit'e  was  little  used, 
for  the  reli;4ious  charaaer  oi'  a.i  assassination  earne 
to  depend  more  and  more  upoti  its  ''loodless  eliar- 
acter,  and  lor  this  a  noose  was  us;.d.  with  v.  liieli 
the  vietim  was  strangled.  The  a\erMon  to  M.i,,^i- 
shetl  heeame  in  time  so  ^reat  that  manv  seets  of 
1  liu^^ee  eonsider  it  ciefilini:  t"  touch  fiuman 
hlood!'"  lie  elosed  th.  hook  and  threw  it  on 
the    table.      "  Don't    you    think    that    proves    the 


case 


.■?  " 


*'  '^'es,"  I  Said,  thou;,dit fully.  "  Aiui  tlie  \oi^i 
-    is  he  also  a    I'hu^' ?  " 

"Oh,  no;  a  White  Priest  of  Si\  a  eould  ne\er 
1h'  a  'I  hujr.  The  u(,rshi[i  of  Siva  and  (W"  Kali 
a:e  the  v  i  rv  opposites  of  each  other.  The  Saivas 
are  aseetiis.  That  is."  he  added.  ■•!  .mother  tone, 
"  if  the  lellow  is  re.dlv  a  .^aiva  .uid  not  iust  a  pl.iin 
fraud." 

"  \!1  these  fellows  are  fr.iUvls,  ttidre  or  less, 
aren't  lhe\  ?  "   I  'jUesti. >ned. 

No.  u.is  tjudhw's  unexpected  answer;  "  the 
real  yoi^i'i  are  no  vioubt  sinr<re;  Init  a  real  \o^i 
wouKiii't  waste  his  time  on  a  soi  t-br.iined  old  m.in. 
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and  hrc  sky-rockets  ofl  at  riiiJni'^'lit  to  Impress  hirii. 

My  own  opinion   is  t.'iat  this   t'cili)\v  is  a   t'akir 

a  jUL:i:!Lr.  a  slci-ht-nt-liand  man  ^  -and,  i>{  course, 
a   (.roMj. 

"  ^'^  *-■" -'         I     disked,    :\<    (lojfrc}     stepped    aiM 
failed  to  Lont'jiue. 

"Well,    tliat's   as    t'ar  .!>,    \'\,:  ^ot.      (  )li,   ,,_.s 

ther-/s    i'otM.      .\   eo!)ra   is  en.  ot'  a    fakir's   s-.-.k 
pri.pt  nies." 

"  IJut,   (.odt!V\.""    I    protested.    '•  iu-    is    no    i-;:  ■- 
rant  roadMdc   iu},'-lu-.      i  le',,  a  cultivated  ma- 
an  iiiuisual  man." 

"  <^  i.rt.1  itl>-  lie  i.>  -  most  ujiusiial.  I5ut  t';  ;; 
doesrt't  i!.spr(.\e  my  miess;  it  only  makes  the  pro!)- 
1cm  hanler.  j;\en  a  roadside  jug^der  doesn't  do 
ills  truks  f.\-  notiiini:  -  u!ia;  reward  is  it  this 
lellou'^  working  tor?  It  musi  he  a  h-g  one.  or 
it  Wouldn't   tem[n   hii;:.'" 

"  I  su]>pose  Wuigh.in  paid  iiim  we'l,"  I  \en- 
tiired. 

"  ">  ^■'^:  I'lit  did  \ou  look  at  him,  Lester? 
'i-'u've  called  him  unu^u.d.  hut  th.it  word  doesn't 
lu-gin  lo  express  him.  Hr's  extraordin.iry.  No 
doubt  Wnughan  </;./  pav  hnn  well,  but  it  would  rake 
something  more  th.m  tii.it  to  (>ersuade  such  a  man 
to  spend  si\  mondis  in  ,:  phue  like  tli.ti.  Arid  I 
think   I  ean  guess  at  the  stake  lie's  playing  for." 

\'auglian?  " 
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'■  Ju^t  that,"  and  (lujt'rcv  leaned  Iku'k  ii-.  lr> 
chair. 

1  c<iiu..-np!;;tcd  rh!s  thc.rv  for  snmo  rji-mnits  in 
silence.  It  was,  at  leaM.  a  tl'ieory  anil  an  Inter- 
cstini:  ("P.e  but  it  rested  on  air.  I'iier.  was  no 
sort  ot  foundation  for  it  (iiat  1  could  .see.  .iiid  at 
lavr  1  said  so. 

"d    !<n(:  V    it's    prettv   tiiin,"    (  .ndfrex    admitted, 

"  iujt  It's  the  he.:    I'xe   been  ali!e   In  d there's 

so  little  to  huild  a  i!ie<M-\   out  of.      jJut   I'm  -oinif 
to  see  ;t  I  can't  pro\  e  (aic  part  of  it  true  to-tiight." 

"  W'i.iJi  part  ?  " 

"  All. Hit  his  heini,-  a  fakir.  Here's  i7iy  theorv: 
that  hocus-pocus  nn  th.e  ro-of  at  midni^^lit  \v:!s  f,>r 
tile  pur[n)se  of  impressing  \'aujj!ian.  \o  vlouht 
he  !'el:e\ed  it  a  real  spiritual  manifestation. 
whereas  it  was  on!\  a  cle\  er  hit  of  iu^^L^lery.  Now 
tliat  \au;,dian  is  d-ad,  that  inirticular  bit  of 
UiL'uder\  will  cease  until  there  is  some  new  \ictim 
t.^  impress.  in  fact,  it  has  ce.ised  alread\.  There 
w  is  no  star  l.'.st  nij^dit." 

"  But  you  know  whv."  I  pointed  o'lr.  ''  I'he 
\"«i  spent  the  ni.Ljht  in  contemplation.  We  can 
bear  witness  to  th.it." 

"  W  c  uin't  \\  :\r  witness  to  win  n  lie  st.irted  in," 
said  fiodfr.n,  drilv.  "We  didn't  see  him  till 
after  half-past  twehe.  Ijouvver,  accepting'  his 
explanation,  there  would  lu'  no  reas,,n  lo,-  ..rnittinj; 
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nc   plunomcnoti   tn-iii-lit,    !}    it's   a    -ciuiiiic   (-no." 
N"."    I   aurccil. 
"  ■^"'i   "    It  /.>   nriilrtcd."  (ioiil'i\v  went  nn,   "it 
Will  !.c  pri'Mv  tr.iKlusi\c  L\:ticiKc  that  it  isn't  -cnu- 
ine.      .\ltM.ui,-!i,"  he  went  on  hurricJIy,   "  !   (jon't 
need  any  yuu^t  ,,t"  that        an\thin^  else  uould  be 
un!u  !ic\  ;!!>Ic.'"      I  Ic  ^rhiMced  at  his  natch.      "  It's 
ten  niinures  m  twelve,"  lie  said.      "  Con^c  alon^r  " 
1  (MlioueJ  hi[7i  out  of  the  house  and  th!-ou^h  the 
Mn)\e    ulih    very   mixed   sensations.      If   the    star 
Jiu'n't  fa!!,  it  wouKl  tend  to  prove  that  it  was,  as 
(-odirey  had  said,  merely  a    fake  arran-ed  to  im- 
rre»  a  ereduh)us  old  man;  but  supin)se  it  dui  fall! 
lliat  uas  a  |'art  of  the  test  eoncerning  whieh  (ind- 
frey    had    said    ^othin<,^      Sujipose    it    ,//,/     fall! 
\\'hat  tlien? 

So  It  was  in  silence  that  [  followed  C.odfrey  up 
the  ladder  and  took  my  place  on  the  limb.  Hut 
(ifultrey    seemed   to    ha\e   no    uneasiness. 

"  \\  e  Won't  have  lon^;  to  w.i;t."  he  y.\\d.  "  We'll 
wait  idl  j,\o  iiMiutes  after  (wel\e.  just  t.)  make 
sure.  It  mu^t  be  tuehe  now.  !  wish  1  e-uld  per- 
suade that  felh.w  to  show  me  how  t!,e  fake  was 
worked,  for  it  was  certainly  a  ^--d  one  —  one  of 
the    bext.       .       .       ." 

lie  stopped  alu-uptly,  ^tarln<^  out  info  the  dark- 
'''■''■  '  ^'••'■^  sfarin-  too,  f,,r  there,  a-air,.-r  the 
sk\.  a  !i-ht  be-an  to  ,m!,,u  ,md  brighten.      It  hung 
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for  a  moment  motionless,  and  then  be^^an  slowly 
to  dcsccnti,  s'eaiJily.  deliherately,  as  of  set  pur- 
pose. L(j\ver  and  lower  it  sank,  in  a  straif^rJu  line, 
hovered  lur  an  instant,  and  hurst  into  a  million 
sparks. 

In  the  flare  of  li^ht,  a  uliite-rohed  fij^ure  stood, 
gazing  upwards,  its  arms  strained  toward  the  sky. 

As  we  went  silently  down  the  ladder,  a  moment 
later,  it  seemed  to  me  that  I  could  hear  Godfrey's 
theory  crashing  about  his  cars. 


CHAPTKR    XIII 


FRANCISCO    SILVA 

Ir  w:is  not  (jultc  ten  o'clock  when  Godfrey  and 
I  f-HK-d  in  at  the  sates  of  Elmhurst.  next  morning, 
;'"^    '"'^l-'  "ur  way  up  the  drixx-  to  the  house,  but 
-"  fl>c  Iihrarv  uc  found  a  considerable  company  ai- 
'":''%   ^-^'^'i^f^^l.      Goldber^cr    was    there,    wrh 
i'v^hn^huiscn  his  physician,  his  cl,  rk.  his  stcnog- 
n-i^hu-.   and   ,!,.   ;„,n  who  were   to   constitute   the 
J"'''=  ■^^'■""""•ds   was  there,   and  with  him  was  an 
:''^'-^  '^f''^'  nr.n  in  glasses,  who,  (,od,>,v  told  me 
"'  ^'"  ••">'^-  ^-'^>i)Ivestrr,  thehcadoit'ic  ldr,-titi 
^■■•num   iJ.Mvau,   and  the  greatest  export  on  linger. 
I"-^'"^  in  Anierica.     d  he  district  artornev  had  sent 
^'P  ^";  ^'--ta,.t.  also  with  a  stenographer,  and  al- 
to-et,ierihe  room  uas  decidedly  crowded. 

It  l>ecanie  impossible  a  mon.ent  later,  when  a 
^U-uvA"l  :n,lo„,obiles  pufted  up  the  drive  and  dis- 
gorged a  m(,b  Ml  reporters  and  photo:^r,,,pl„,,  \^ 
"•^"V^-'whe  roon,  would  h.dd  pushed  into  it.  and 
^,  ".  '"  '^"  ''''""^'  <>"^^'^1^-  in  the  drive  and  com- 
^'^T      '""^''-      ■^■'--   -nnplalnts   of  the   plmtog. 

f^^^rger  loo!.ed  ar.)und  him  in  despair,  mopp^g  his 
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face  angrily,  for  the  crowded  room  was  very  hot. 
" '^  on  tellows  will  have  to  get  out  of  here," 
he  said  to  the  rei)ortcrs.  "  'I'hcre's  no  room.  I'll 
give  you  a  transcript  of  t!ie  !iruceedin<;s  after 
they're  oxer." 

I  he  iM-otests  redoubled.  I  low  were  they  to  ^et 
any  human  interest  out  of  a  transcript?  Iksiiks. 
there  were  the  photographers.  Wliat  did  lie  ex- 
pect them  to  do  — photo;;raph  the  transcript? 
And  finally,  the  law  rei]uired  that  the  heaririL,'  he 
public,  so  the\  had  a  w^ht  to  he  present.  It  was 
a  tense  moment,  the  more  so  since  (..'IdlKT-er  was 
hy  110  means  insensible  of  the  value  of  newspaper 
P'lp^'laritv  tM  a  man  in  pulijic  life. 

'■  Why  !i.ir  IT,,  ,,ut  on  t!ie  lawn?  "  (.(ult'rey  su^- 
j^'ested.  '■  it's  only  a  (iiiestion  of  mo\i[vj  some 
chairs  and  tables,  and  'be  bo\^  uill  all  lend  i 
hand." 

I  he  bn\s  aj>p!ai;ded,  almost  t'..:--!\  in;,r  fjoilfrey 
his  scoop,  protested  their  entire  willin-nc.  t,)  lend 
two  hands  if  necessarv.  and.  when  (.oldberu'er 
nodded  his  approval,  fell  to  work  with  a  will.  1  he 
l.'Wer  fh)or  ,  t  tlie  house  was  denuded,  the  ^'arden 
seats  pressed  into  service,  and  at  the  end  of  five 
minutes,  the  court  was  established  amid  the  circle 
of  tree*.,  the  reporters  had  their  coats  oft  and  their 
pipes  li.L'lited.  the  photo^rapliers  ditto  and  their 
cameras  j^laced.     (i.iod  lium.iur  was  r.  sror.-I  •  .>- 
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"■iKHol;     ,n„d     (,„M|„  ,     ^^,^;, 

t;  "'"-"'■"'""■'" ''"''•■'■■'I  'W-'^.  -Hi  i^.v^r. 

^"'<-  'Ml.  hwain. 

"  l'^'  ''^';i  '"  K"  back  ,„  ,|,c  cl.v  la.,  „;,.|„  -   | 
--■n-.,„l  „..„„„,  ,„,„,,„ ,^^^^^^ '        - 

:"'"'""        "'■""--latf.l ,,,,,, 

tJu.nu.  oil,-  |„,v  at  ,.„cc." 

C.M  K.,«.r  ,„,„.,K..l  a  l„„c,   In,.  ,,n,a..,K.,i  ,„ 

/'•"'";''"  'l'^'  "'^■'■t  l-cfnrc.     I  f„n„„, ,,,,;,„ 

^^'',;:-^''  ""'"'"'  <n,ss..xa„,;„a,i„„. 

'''■'■"   --'■'^'i"".   -Swain  a,ri,.,l  u|,ilc 


<»      (11\ 


■'ill:    (.1.0\l   I)    II. \M)  i^r 

I  was  tcstit\!nLr,  and  I  cnuIJ  nor  licnv  iii^^dt'  a 
triurnphanr  mLi.-kc  at  ( ...KllKTi^a-r,  ln,r  lie  was  stiidy- 
inir  some  mLniitraiula  arul  aftcctcd  ru.r  to  notice 
it.  As  soon  as  I  Icti  l!ic  stanj,  Swain  came  a.nd 
saf  (!nwn  liesi(ie  nie  and  ^a\e  me  a  letter.  It  was 
atldrcssed  to  .\i;ss  \  auLrhan. 

"It's  Ironi  Mrs.  Roue,"  lie  said,  "kite's  a 
trnnip!  She's  deteftirned  that  Marjc-rie  shall 
come  to  her.  She  st\^  it'  you  don't  hrin.r  Jkt. 
she'll  come  at'ter  her  herself.  Do  y,u  Kno-.v  how 
she   is  t!i:^  mortiiri;,'  ? 

"  ^"-  '  '  ■^"'^1:  "  1  ha\en'l  seen  I  linman.  Hut 
how  are  \  on  ?  " 

"f'h.  i'n!  all  ri^ht  a-ain  -  -  heid  a  little  sore 
\vt  where  I  InimjK-d  it  hut  oti.erwisc  as  tit  as 
a  tuldle." 

'■  ^'^'i  '""!<  it  !  "  i  said;  and  I  was  '^]:u\.  he- 
cause  I  \\anted  him  to  make  a  .u'ood  impresvoti 
on  the  stand.  I  knew  what  we'-ht  a[M)earances 
often  had;  and  no  ji.rv.  I  toLi  m\se!l,  would  he- 
heve  tliat  this  hriuhr-ewd,  fresli-eok.ured  h(.y 
couKl   haw  ...id  any  hand  in   a  brutal   murder. 

Jiisr   then    llinmar.'s    name   was   uoied,    ;ind   an 

officer  Irn-ried  away  to  the  houv  after  him.     'j  he\ 

returned  tojrcther  almost  at  on.e.  and  1  linman  was 

placed  on  the  stand.      I  le  told  of  hein«  summoned 

by    (iodfrev.    and    of    the    oents    which    tollowed. 
IF,,  u  li  1  fl,.,.  .1 
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ni-uini^ht.  t!iar  cicatii  liad  been  liuc  ro  strangula- 
tl"n;  and  l(k!ui!iui  rhr  cord  and  the  blood-stained 
liandkerciMcl  uliiili  tlu'  coroner  su'nniitred  to  him. 
I  iaiiued  that  Suain  lost  a  httle  ul  his  eo'  >uv  when 
iic  sau  the  handkerchief  and  learned  uhcre  it  had 
hcen  )')iiMd.  hut  he  made  no  remark. 

"  Will  Miss  \au^rhan  he  able  to  testify?  "  Gold- 
Inr.uer  in,|uired.  just  before  the  doctor  stepped 
down. 

"  l-nless  it  Is  absolutely  nccessarv,  I  think  she 
would  better  be  excused,"  Hinman  answered, 
".^he  ,s  still  ver>  nervous.  'Jhe  ordeal  nii-hc 
cause  a  serious  collapse."' 

"We'    wil!    try    to    -^r   alon;,r  uitliout   her,"    as- 
sented (.oldberaer.     "  If  necessary.   I  ,,,n  take  her 
ticpoMtion.      Is  she  in  bed  i"'  " 
"k  es;     1     an; 


Die 


Kcqimg    her    as    (juiet    as    possi- 


If 


"  \erv  well;  we  won't  disturb  her,"  said  (.oKi- 
l^cr^er.  and  Hinman  was  ^xai>,d,  and  IVe^Jin- 
'"'^^^•M  called.  lie  merely  testified  to  the  causx- 
"!  ci-!tl:  a;ul  ihar  the  autopsy  had  slioun  that  t.he 
deceased  was  in  fair  health  and  without  or-anic 
iliseasc. 

iii^'H   tile   servants   were   called.    Inn   their   evi 
^i^nce   uas   uniinpurtanr.      d'hev   had   uu-r.   t„   l,,j 
about  ten  o'clock,  and  had  not  awakened  until  th. 
coroner  hmn.eli    lud  pnunded  at  tl;e  door.      Th.-v 
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had  heard  no  unusual  sdumi.      Vcs,  they  had  slept 

With  tiicir  dmiy^  locked  and  windows  shuttered  be- 
cause th:it  was  the  rule  ol  the  house.  Ves,  exen 
in  the  hottest  weather;  that  made  no  dliierence. 
since  each  ol  tlieir  rooms  was  fitted  with  a  ven- 
tihitor. 

(Questioned  as  to  the  manner  of  lite  of  the  otlier 
inmates   ot    the   house,    tiie   (jerman   and    his   wife 
were  non-committal.     'I'hey  had  been  >  ith  the  fam- 
ily a  loni;  time;  had  taken  care  of  the  place  when 
their  master  was  ;d)ro;id;  only  after  his  return  had 
It  been  rK^es^ar\   to  get  another  servant.     He  had 
been  at  heme  for  a  year,  ami  the  Hindus  IkuI  ar- 
rived   about    six    months    hiter.      Ves,    they    kne\T 
the:r  master  was  studving  some   stran^^^e   relii^ion, 
but  th;it  was  no  aftair  of  theirs,  and  thev  had  ne\er 
s^en    amthini^r    wnm^.      He    had    alwa\s    treated 
them  uel!:  was  a  little  stranj^e  and  absent-mindeil 
at  times:  but  neirher  of  them   reallv  saw  much  of 
iiim.      i  le   never   iiiterfer.d    in    the    household    af- 
fairs.   Miss    \  au^^han    ,un\inu;   sudi    instructions    as 
Were  necessarv.      1  he  inan  spent  i,iost  of  liis  "i.-ne 
m    tile    grounds,    ;ind    the    woman    in    tiie    kitchen. 
She   was   a    little    petulant    o\cr   the    fact    that   .me 
ol  the  I  liiulus  -      rhe  "  ugly  o!ie  " —  refli«'-d  to  eat 
her   cookiivr,    but    insisted   on   preparing    h,s   own 
'""^'-       '^1""-    the    housettiald    hat!    twid    her    that 

tbiCri'    \e:l'>    :i    <n  il-,.     K,i.    ,1,..    I-,.,. I   _   •.. 

"'  ■  *-     ; : .:  'vi    ; ;  V  *,  e  I     r*  L  c  i  i    it. 


'•>":n  !lic  Insii  li,.uscrn:nd  a  llrric  rnnrc  ]vinvrua. 
tion    nas    nlm.incci.       Neither    Mr.    \  atu^Man    nor 
tiic    vo^i    ate   any   i-rvakla-t;   iiuKc.l.    -iuv    rardy 
it'lr  thfir  rooms  l^Nuv  noon.      ]  h,-  nt!„,;-  Ii;.^lu 
niixcd  iiin;sj,   u|>  s,,n,c  .ort  of  nu;ss  .ucr  thr  k;t- 
''.'""  '"■'^^'-      -^''^^^   y-nr^lun  hrcakfast.J   alor.c  at 
nine  od..ck.      At  such  tl.ncs.  sh.  was  a.a;sto,nt.i 
to  talk  ,.^c^  ho„s.h..Ki  aftair,  u  jri,  ,h,  ntaij,  ami 
nKu-  hicaklist  would  visit  the  kitehen  and  make 
;i    tour    .,1     ;|,e    ^rn.unds    and    :;arden.      'ih,    ,-e- 
"'•""<l'ro,   her  day  uuuld  he  spent  in  reading,  in 
P'^'Viritr  the  p:a,w,,  in  doinjr  hnle  hnusch-.ld  tasks 
'T  -n   ualkm-ah.,ut  the  -rounds  u,;,  j,,,-  i-^d.^.^ 
K-s,    son,et,n,es    the    y<,^!    uouM    ,..i:,    thar,,    and 
rlHae-  VuuKl  he  h.n,^  discussions.      Alter  dinner    in 
l"^-   ''I'rarv.   there  unuld  also  he  h.n^  discussions, 
!"'f   ^hc  .uMl    had   ,.,   idea   uhat   thev    uere   ahout. 
^i'-^'   i-^'^n^i   a    Ira.unient   of  then,   ocasionallv.    hut 
■'"'."^■^^■''   '^""   ^-'-I^-   to   n.ake   anvthin^  of  th.n. 
"  /•'^'"    ''■'""    ''^^'   ^^'^    t'nv   dressed   and   ad,    she 
''■'^J'""Hto,hoeonch,sioniiat  .Mr.   \-auuhan  and 

r   •  ""   ''''''   '^"'''   ■'   ''"'^  ^'•^'^^-    iHil    .,ui,e   inot- 
'cnsi\e  and   iiarniless. 

■•  \'"l  'ioA  ahout  .Miss  VauKhan?"'  asked  the 
foroiu'r. 

"  Miss  \-..uuhan.  hless  Jar  heart,  u  asn't  .r ,/ v  •" 
''"'  •'"  '''•"'  M'-i^klv:  "not  a  hit  of  it.  She  was 
Jt'sr  sad  and   h^n.Iv.-as  who  uouKhi't   he'      She 
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nc\-LT  went  out  —  in  the  In  c  moiuhs  I've  been 
here,  she's  ne\er  been  ott  the  place;  aiul  tlieiii 
trout  i^ates  was  never  opened  to  let  ariNMoJy  in. 
I  he  only  people  who  cotne  in  were  the  f^^oeer  and 
nnlk-nian  and  biich-like.  tlirou^'h  tlie  little  door 
at  the  side." 

"  ^  ou   say   you   ha\e   been   liere   ti\e   months?" 
!  es,  Sir. 

"  I  low  did  you  come  to  apply  for  the  place?" 

"  I  didirt  apply  I'or  it.  I  was  sent  here  by  an 
employment  bureau.  Miss  Marjorie  enL,Mi,'ed  me. 
I  didn't  se-  the  Hindus  till  at'terwards,  or  I  don't 
th'iik  I'll  ha\e  took  it.  After  that,  I  stayed  lor 
Miss   Mariorie's  sake." 

"  "\'ou  thou^fit  she  needed  vou?  " 

"  "^  es,  I  did.  With  her  lather  moonin'  round 
in  a  k:nd  of  trance,  and  the  yo^i  lookin'  at  her 
with  eyes  like  live  coals,  and  a  snake  that  stood 
on  Its  tail,  antl  the  other  navLjur  .qoin^  around 
with  nothin'  on  but  a  di;'per.  I  tlK/uviht  sh.-  neeiled 
somebody  to  look  after  her:  and  says  I,  '  Annie 
C"roL'..ui.  you'r',-  the  ^irl  to  do  it !  '  " 

J  here  was  a  ripple  of  laughter  and  the  pencils 
of  the  rep*)rters  Hew  .ross  their  paper.  It  was 
the  first  •_:leam  to  •:.  ..en  a  prosaic  and  tiresome 
hearin;^;. 

"Were    the    Hindus    obtrusive    in    any    way?" 
askeil  the  coroner. 
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•c  no 


"Oh,  no;  they  minded  their  business;  I've 

complaint  on  that  score." 

"  Did  \()u  Hc  anv  ,,t'  their  rcIi^Moijs  practices?" 
"1  wnuUn't  e.dl  them  religious  —  cjuite  the 
contrarv.  I've  sei  !i  them  wavin'  their  arms  and 
I-owiM'  t.)  ;!ie  sun  and  settin'  in  tiie  dark  starin' 
:it  a  ;;!ass  .^lohe  with  a  h.^hr  m  it;  diat's  about  all. 
I  ).M.t  used  to  it.  after  a  while,  and  just  went  on 
al)()ur  my  work  without  takin'  an\-  notiee." 

'Ihere  was  little  more  to  I,,-  ^.,t  from  her,  and 
ini:dly   .she   was   excused.      ']  he    reporters   yawned. 
'I  he     jury      twitched     nervously.        Worthiugton 
Vaughan   was   dead;  he  had  been  stran-ied  —  so 
much  was  clear;  but  not  a  scintilla  of  evidence  had 
as  yet^been   introduced   as   to   who   had    strangled 
linn.      'I'hen  a  movement  of  interest  ran  through 
the  crowd,  for  a  policeman  came  fr.in  the  dircc- 
tio/i  of  the  b.ouse  accom|.anied  by  tw..  stian.^e  fig- 
ures.     One    was    the    y<igi.    in    robes    of    d.i//ling 
white;  the  other  his  attendant,  wearing  something 
"w.re  than  a  diaper,  indeed,  but  with  his  thin  brown 
legs  bare. 

I  he  >og,  b.AMd  to  (.(.Idlnrger  with  grave  cour- 
tesy, and.  at  a  word  from  the  attendant  polceman, 
s.it  doun  in  i!,c  witness-chair.  J-vfrvbodv  was 
leaning  forward  looking  at  him,  and  the  c.meras 
wcrr  clicking  in  J.^rus.  but  he  s.vmed  scarcely 
aware  of  the  circle  of  eager  laces. 
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'"Hold  up  your  right  ham!,  please,"'  began 
GoldhcrgcT,  after  contemphitiiig  hun  for  a  mo- 
ment. 

"  For  what  purpose?  "  asked  the  yogi. 

*'  I'm  going  to  swear  \(iu."" 

"  I   do  not  understand." 

"  Em  going  to  [Hit  you  on  oath  to  tell  nothing 
but  the  truth,"  explained  the  c(jroner. 

*'  An  oath  is  unnecessary,"  said  the  yogi  with 
a  smile.  "  'i'o  speak  the  truth  is  reciuired  by  my 
religion." 

Ihere  was  something  Impressive  in  the  words, 
and  Goldbcrger  slowly  lowered  his  arm. 

"  What  is  your  name?  "  he  asked. 

"  I'Vai.viseo  Silva." 

"  Vou  are  not  a  I  lin^iu?  " 

"  I  am  of  their  faith.' 

"  Hut  by  birth?" 

"  I  am  a  Portuguese." 

''  Horn  in  India?  " 

"  Horn  at  Goa." 

The  coroner  paused.  lie  had  never  heard  of 
Goa.  XeiMuT  had  I.  Neither.  I  judged,  had 
anv  (Hc  else  present.  In  this,  however,  I  was 
wrong.  Godfrey  had  lieard  of  it.  nnd  afterwards 
referred  me  to  Marrvat's  "Phantom  Ship"  as 
his  source  of  infonnation. 

"Goa."  Silva  explained,  seeing  ..ur  pcrplexWy. 
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"is  a  cn!,,ny  ..wnol  hy  I'ortuL,^!  ,)„  the   Malahar 
coast,  sonic  distaiuc  bclcju    Boriiha'.." 

"  II"\s-  Jo,b  il  come  ihat  v<,u  speak  I'n-li^li  so 
uvllr  •• 

"I    uas    educatcil    at   Bornhav,    and    alteru  a  rjs 

■a  '  ixf  .r,l  anJ  at  I'an's." 

"  iJut  )..;i  are  by  re!i^;,)n  a  I  liiniu      ' 

"  I  am  a  S.n'va    -a  I'ollouer  of  Sua,  the  I.orJ 

"'   iile  aiui  death."' 

.\s  he  spoke,  he  touch.ed  his  forehead  with  the 
'Hirers  ol  his  lelt  hand.  There  uas  a  .nornent's 
silence.  GoIdhcr|,'er's  moustache,  I  noted  wi^Ii  a 
smilc,  was  beginning  to  sutler  again. 

"  Vou  are  what  is  called  an  adept?  "  he  asked, 
at  last. 

"  S.^me  may  call  me  that,'    s.iid  Silva.  "  but  in- 
correctly.     Among  n.y  fellow  Sanas,  I  am  known 
as  a  White  IVicsr.  a  yogi,  a  teacher  ol   t!ie  law." 
"Mr.  \aughan  was  your  pupil?'' 
1^'  '^  es:   f,,r  six  months  he  was  mv  pupil." 

_  _"  In  what  way  did  >mu  come  to  accept  this  no- 
S!tion  .'  " 

"  Tv\'=  vears  ago.  Afr.  Vau.han  vMred  the  n,on. 
astery   o|    our   order   in    Crete.      He    was    at   that 

^'"■"  "'"■^•'•-  •'  ^^^'^'""t  of  Orientalism,  and  canu- 
to  t.s  Iron,  anioslty.  Hut  his  i.tc  rest  grew ;  and 
■"•^''  -i  v.,M-  spent  in  studying  the  holv  books,  he 
asked  that  a   teaeher  be  sent  to  him.      There  ua. 
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none  at  that  time  who  could  be  spared;  but  .iv 
"K'luhs  a,-o,  liavin.tr  c.nnj.leted  a  task  which  liaj 
occuiM-ed  me  in   Paris.   I   was  assi^med  to  this." 

'■  Do  }ou  aluay,  -o  to  s(j  imidi  trouble  to  se- 
cure converts?"  (-ucstioncd  Coldberger,  a  lade 
cynically. 

••  I  sually  we  require  that  the  period  of  study 
be  passed  at  <me  ot  njr  monasteries.  But  this 
cave   was  e\ceptinrKd." 

"  in   what   wa-  ?  " 

••  It  was  our  JK.pe,"  exphained  the  yo^i,  calmly, 
"that  Mr.  \auKhaM  would  assist  us  in  spreacl- 
'";,Mhe  {.rcat  Truth  by  endowing  a  monastery  for 
us  It)  this  country." 

"  Ah!  "  and  (.oidber^er  looked  at  him.  "  J), J 
he  a^ree  to  do  so?  " 

"He  did."  answered  the  vogi.  still  more  calmly 
'■   '  '"s   estate    was    to   have   been  j^iv  en    to    us   for 
f''-'^    Purp..se.    together   with    an    endowment    suf- 
'■uent  to  maintain  it.     Mr.  \-au«han  himself  liopccj 
to^gain  the  White    Robe  and   become   a  teacher." 
I' What   was  to   become  of  his  daughter?" 
"  It    was   h.s    hope    that   she    would    become    a 
priestess  of  our  order." 

"  Vnu  hoped  so.  too.  no  doubt?  "  inquired  (iold- 
luTjier  sweetly. 

*'  I  ^I'd.      It  Is  an  oflice  of  hi^h  honour  and  ^reat 
'""^HHCe.      She    v^ouId    walk    all    her    days    in    the 
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shadow  of  the  Holy  One.  So  sweet  a  cup  is  of- 
fered to  k\v  women.  The  number  of  priestesses 
is  limited  to  nine." 

Goldheri^er  pulled  at  his  moustache  helplessly. 
Evidently  the  witness's  calm  self-control  was  n!»t 
to  he  Innkcn  down,  or  even  ruffled. 

"  I'iease  (ell   me  where  you   were  night  before 
last,"  said  the  coroner,  linally. 
"  I  was  in  this  house." 
"  Did  you  see  Mr.  \aughan?" 
"  I  did  not." 

"How  did  you  spend  the  night?" 
"  in  contcmi>!ation.     It  was,  as  1  have  told  you, 
the  White  Night  of  .Siva,  sacred  to  him  from  sun- 
set to  sunrise." 

"  Do  you  !nean  that  you  spent  the  whole  night 
sitting  before  that  crNstalr  "  asked  the  coroner,  m- 
creduh)usly. 

1  hat  is  my  meaning." 

"  '^ou  know  nothing,  then,  of  the  death  ot  Mr. 
Vaughan?  " 

"  I  saw  his  soul  pass  in  the  night.  .More  than 
that  I   know  not." 

Again  (ioldberger  twitcheil  at  his  moustache. 
He  was  plainly  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed. 

"  Was  your  attendant  with  you?  "  he  asked,  at 
last. 

"  He   was   In   his  closet." 
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At  his  ticvotions  t 


()(!, 


perhaps 


The  White  Ni^rht  of  Siva  is  also  the   Bhick 


Night  of  KaH 


buk 


1,  '  said  the  yogi,  gravciv,  as 
th^ 


one  re- 


ing  an  unworthy  levity 


What   d(j   \()u 


in 


demanded. 


ean   by   that?  "   Goldberger 


Mahbub   is  of  the  cult  of   Kah,  \vl 


lO     IS 


the 


wife  of  Si\a, 


said  the  yogi,  touching  his  forehead 


reverently  as  he  spoke  the  words.     ' 
nigfit  in  adoration  of  her  attributes. 
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e  spent  the 


Gold! 
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s  stenograpfier  was  ha\  ing  his  dif- 


ficuhies;   the  pencils  of  the   reporters   wer 
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in    unison 


evervone     was 
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-teninLT    with 


strained  attention;  there  was,  sotiieiiow, 
in  the  air  that  sonuihing  v,  as  about  to 
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a    I 


eeiinLr 
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llil.    I  I-N<;I.U-I'K1M  s 

A   ^|"V,  R   rnn   throuKh  ,1,.  crou.l.   like  ;,   ,,„„   „f 
"'-'/";;- a, .cMnMvlu,,,      Tl,c  word,  •■  M,,,. 
,    '   "       '':'««^'^--"   ^"■"•"1  to   rcn.l  ,|K-   veil   which 
"l--v.itlH.,n„„ly.     Surely  i,„..sci.:„.en.,„«h, 

'^"'"-l-  -i  I';-'  «a,  the  Th.„.      I,  „,„  ,„  „„. 
V-<--  ;is  two  aiui  two  I 

!-;>  >-Ty  eye   was  on   ,he  hare-K^e,!   I  lin,l„.   i,„. 

l--i>e  as  ever,  s-ari,,^,  ,„,u„h,  belore  hi,,,       The 

'-'-'-nu-n    hastily    pushed    i„    ,,..1,    plates    a„tl 

.    "yl    he.r  ,„ael„„es  upon  hi,,,.      Two  po|,ee,„e„ 

cclj;ed  elose  to  h,s  side. 

""'    '--'"'i^"    S,lva    looked    al-out    hi,,,    wi.h 
-r„„l  eyes,  and  presenile  he  opened  his  hps  as 
""'"-'li  ("  speak,  and  then  he  dosed  then, 

<"-l'"-er«er  seen.ed  perplexed,  lie  looked  as 
I"""-'  ■  >vh,le  rolling  sn,o„thly  alon„  the  .-oad 
;',";';      '■'    "■^■."■'""'^■^^' '   ^-.1.    he   had   suddenly 

M..I.„,.,-u,ltsee,„edtn„„erferewithso,„e,l,e. 
,■    '    ,^"""-      '.''■""^■'i-'''™""ndsandthedis. 

'"»    "-J-     Then  he  tnrne,!  I.aek  to  ,he      ' 


^  itness. 
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I  slu)u!(.l  likf  to  (jucstion  xour  a'U'iulant,"  lu- 
villi.  "Will  y,Hi  translate  U>v  nic?  1  have  n^^t 
been  al>le  rn  hiid  a  Ilimiu  ;nter|ireie!-.'" 

SiKa  houctl  his  eoiisent. 

''Ask  h.;n,  j)leabe,  where  he  sjieni  'i'luir>u,;. 
ni^ht." 

i  here  was  a  hrle*'  iiiterehani;e  hetue.ii  SiKa 
aiui  Malilni'v  tlien  the  former  turnLvl  to  (.olJ- 
her^er. 

"  Ir   v.as   as    I   thou.^rht."   he   saiil.      "He   sjiem 

the  nii^iit  in  the  ucrsliip  ot'  t!ie  attributes  ol   Kali." 

J  iie  eorii.'ier  (.;n'!ie«i   an   eiiwh-pe   uliiJi    la\    on 

the    tal'Ie    ;;t    Ins    elbow   ;i;Ki   took   out   a    pieee   ot 

k;i'.rti-ii  eorj. 

"  Ask  bin!  il  he  e\ei-  saw  this  before,"  he  said. 
arid  passed   it  to  the  witness. 

"  1  notlee  that  it  is  stained,"  said  SiU.i,  looking 

;'!  it.      "  Is  it  with  blood.'  " 

. .  \-      11 

1  es. 

i  hen   .Mahbiib  will  not  toiiJi  it.      Inr  hirn  to 
Uo  so.  w.iuld  Ive  to  delile  liiinsejt'." 

"ile    doesn't    need    to    toucfi    it.      Show    it    to 

liini." 

Sib.  a  spoke  to  his  serwint.  lioldmR  up  tfu:  cord. 
i  lie  latter  ulaneed  at  n  and  sh^ok  his  head.     With- 

our   ;i    wm'd.   SiK  '    hoi!.'   •!■.    ;-,.r  !   '  .  i  .i 

i\j,    ^  ii\ ..    ii.vii^,.!,   ii.i^    cor*.!    oaiK   to   t'u 

coroner. 

"Are  there  nnv  further  nuestinns?  "  he  asked 


'i4 


11  li;    CLOVKD    HAM) 


(if)KilKT^aT  pulled  at  his  moiistacdc  imiiat'ciui';. 
1  here  arc  a  lot  ol  (]ULsti()iis  \\\  ..kc  to  ask," 
!ic  sa!J,  "  Init  I  \\\\  a  •^nn.l  ^Ical  as  thoiij^h  1  v.cr^' 
(juc'^ti(»!iinu;  the  Sphinx.  Isn't  it  a  Httlc  queer  that 
a  1  hu.:j;  should  be  so  partieuKir  about  a  I'ew  blood- 
stains r  " 

"  I  tear  that  you  arc  d(jin<;  Mahbuh  an  injus- 
tice in  \our  thou;^'h.ts."  SiKa  said,  j^n-avely.  *'  Vou 
have  heard  certain  tales  of  tlie  'rhu^^s,  perhaps  — 
tales  tiistortetl  and  niati;niticd  and  untrue.  In  the 
old  days,  as  worshijipers  of  Kali,  they  did,  some- 
times, otter  her  a  human  sacrilice;  but  that  was 
loiifi;  airo.  To  say  a  man  is  a  'I'hu^r  is  not  to  say 
he  is  also  a  murderer." 

"  It  will  take  more  than  that  to  conxlet  him, 
an\\vav,"  assented  doldberger,  quickly.  "  That  is 
all  lor  the  Mresent,  p^rot'essor."  1  bit  f^ick  a  smile 
at  the  title  which  came  so  unconsciously  I'roni 
Cjoldber<^er's  lips. 

Sd\a  hoN.ed  and  walked  slowly  away  toward 
the  house,  Malibub  following  close  behinti.  At 
a  look  Ironi  'mmonds,  two  of  his  men  strolled 
alter  the  strange  couple. 

(H.ldlierj>;er  starcil  musingly  after  them  for  a 
moment,  then  shook  his  head  impat'entlv,  aful 
turned  back  to  th.e  business  in  hand. 

"Will  .Mr.  Swain  please  take  the  stand?"  he 
sail!:    and    Suain    took    the    chair.      "Now,    .Mr. 


:>i 


I  hi:  (.L(j\];d  hand        , 

Swam."  Cioki,  v^t'v  he.^an,  at'tcr  swc.irln^^  l.ini, 
"  plc.isc  tell  u^,  in  \,,.ir  owfi  u.i\,  (if  u!;:;i  part 
yi  w  had  ill  the  iiKiJents  of  ThwrsJay  nl<,r;,;/' 

Swain  t.-'Ll  his  sf -ry  inuJi  a-  he  had  t^Id  it  to 
('iodfrey  and  iiie,  and  I  noticed  how  closely  i.oth 
'  .oldher^er  and  tfie  district  attorney  followed  it. 
When  1,  had  Imished,  (j.ddhera^r  a^ked  the  same 
question  that  Clculfrey  had  asked. 

"While    \ou   uere   ha\  in^;   the   altercation    witli 
Mr.   \  au-han,  did  you  grasp  hold  of  iiiui .' " 

"  No.  sir;  1  did  not  touch  him." 

"  "\  oil  are  (juitc  sure?  " 
1  es.  sir. 

"  "1  oil    didn't   tcjuch   him   ,•    any   time,    then    or 
afterwaids?  " 

"  N".   ^'r.      I   didn't  se^    him   afterwards." 
"What    were   your   fee.    igs   wlien   he    to.'k   his 
daughter  away?  " 

"  1    was   profoundly  gric\ed." 

And  angry .' 
"^cs.    I    suppose    I   was  angry.      I  I-j   was  most 

unjust    to    I!lr  '' 

"lie'    had    used   \  ery   violent   language   to    \ou, 
had  he  not?  " 
"  Ves." 

"lie    had   threatened     our  life   if  yni  tried   to 
see  his  daughter  again?  " 
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"Ni'U.  Mr.  Fwain,  as  \i)u  stooj  tl:cTc,  an,j;rs' 
aiitl  humiiiatci!.  JiJi:"t  \(!U  iikikc  up  \oui-  iniiul 
tt'  li>i!'iu  !iim  ii)  the  Imdsc  aiiJ  iia\  c  it  out  With 
liini  ?  "■ 

Su;i!;i   si:;:!cd. 

■■  I'l;;  lawyer  cnoufrh  to  know,"  ho  said,  "  tliat 
a  ijuestion  like  that  iMi't  jicrniissi!)le.  Bu;  I'll  .m- 
-sucr  ir.  1  may  !ia\c  had  sueh  dn  iiiipi.^e  I 
don't  know;  but  the  si^^dit  <it'  the  e-hra  there  in 
tlic  arhour  put  it  ettectually  out  o!  !ii\  head." 
'\  (HI  btill  think  there  \'.as  a  eohra  ?  " 
i    am  sure  of  it." 

.\nd  \ou  r.m  out  ol"  the  ai-hour  y.,  fast  ym 
humped  your  head  r  " 

I  .sU|ipose  th:u\  what  happ-ene  i.  It's  mii^^hry 
sore,  an\way,"  and  Swam  put  in^  iiand  u>  it  rue- 
fully. 

"  Air.  Swain,"  went  on  tlic  eomncr,  slowly, 
'■  are  you  prepared  to  swear  th.at.  after  vou  liurt 
><)ur  held,  you  r  i.L^ht  not,  in  a  confused  and  iialf- 
wa/ed  eondition,  ha\e  loljowed  Nour  [ire\  ious  im- 
pulse to  u;o  to  the   house  and  see  Mr.   WuiL^diati  ?  " 

"  "J  es."  answered  Swain,  empliaticallv,  '■  1  am. 
Although  1  was  somewhat  da/ed.  I  ha\e  a  liis- 
tmct  recolleeiion  of  .u;oing  strai>;ht  to  the  wall  and 
chmMm^f  !>;Kk  (wcr  it.'' 

"  ^  oil  cur  sour  wrist  as  you  wire  crossing  the 
v,:\\\  tlie  I'rst  time?  " 
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'*  '^  c's,"  and  Swain  licIJ  up  liis  hanii  and  bliuwed 
the  strip  of  plaster  across  the  wuuiid. 

"  Your  ri^ht  wrist?   ' 

••  Yes." 

"  It  Med   freely,   did  it  not?  " 
\  er\    Ircely." 

'■  \\  hat  heLanie  of  tfic  clothes  you  took  f>fl  when 
you  changed  into  those  hrough^  In'  Mr.  God- 
frey? " 

I  don't  know.  Mr.  Lester  t'.Id  rrie  tliev  were 
lett    here.       I    iinendi.d   to   iniji    /e    Jn;-  tiieni.  ' 

.\t  a  s!ij;n  troiii  ( ioldheru;er,  .Sl;I^llond^  opened 
a  s:ilt-ca^e  ..".d  i'l.iced  a  inindle  on  the  t.iMe.  (.K.ild- 
herger  unrolled  it  :!nd  haiuKd  it  to  Swain. 

"  Are  these  tile  flothes?  "  he  asked. 

"  ^  es,"  sa.d  Swain,  alter  a  moment's  examina- 
tion. 

"  Will  you  lii.ld  tile  shirt  up  so  the  jury  can 
see   it?  " 

Swam  h.eld  the  i^arment  up.  and  cervhody's 
eyi's  were  li.xed  ujioi^  t!ie  hloodsoiiked  sleexe. 

I  here  seems  to  jia\e  heen  a  ;;ood  deal  of 
hl'Mid."  rem. irked  ( n  IdlH-r-^er.  "It  must  have 
run  diiw  II  ()\-er  your  h  ind." 

it   i.\\A.      It   was  all   over  mv  hngers." 

■'  So  that  it  would  prohahly  stain  ;in\t!iing  you 
touched  ?  " 

^  ci,  \  erv  prol>aMy." 
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Dill  \(ui  tli:iik.  nt  t!inr  \\!u-!i  _\iiu  were  in  the 
arlii'Ui-  witii  Mi'-h  \  .iUif'n.in  .' 

S\\;i!n\  l.Kc  buJduily  tnmsoiicLl  aiui  he  huii;^ 
his  he;'.i! 

I':;i  ai  r:;iil  not."  }ie  sai'l. 
!  i>''.v  was  sl)e  (h'essed  .'  '" 

111    a    wh.te    robe   of  j'lnie   sllk-lilxe    material." 
A  robe  ihat  would  bhuv  a  hlood-^itain  ?  " 
"  I  ikioulncaiy.'' 

( ii>Ki'.'(.r^er  [laused  lor  an  iiisratit,  and  then  jiro- 
tlucij  a  paii.  such  as  one  uses  tor  iiikiiij^  rubher 
stamps,  opened  it  and  placed  it  on  the  table  bef(M-c 
him. 

1  !a\e   \ou   an\    obieetioii   to   j^i\ing  mc   a   set 
ot  \Miir  lini.'a--prints?  "  he  asked. 

".None  \\liate\er."  a;ul  .Suain  stepped  toward 
the  lab!e  and  I'kueii  the  tips  of  his  titii^ers  on  the 
y-i^l-  Mien  !:e  piesscvl  each  t  iie  caretully  upon 
the  pad  ol  paprr  \\hiJi  the  coroner  phieed  before 
him.  ( )i>lvibcri;er  watciied  hini  curiously,  until  all 
mprcs>ions  had  been  !):ade. 
'i  ou  i\,d  that  as  thou.:^h  \  'U  ha  1  d'.ne  it  bc- 
'  '.e  remarked. 

I    iiiade   a   set  once    tor    Mr.    \  auj^iian,      .said 
'V  '•  I'm^  down  aj^ain.     "lie  h.id  .1  most  in- 
-    llc'ction." 
I  loldbcTL'cT  passed  t!ie  prim^  o\  t  r  to  t!ie   lu  ail 
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ol    the    I'mrcau    of    Klcntitication,    chcn    he    turp.cJ 
hack  tu  th'.'  witness. 

"Mr.  Swain."  he  saij,  "have  m^u  e\er  seen 
tills  Corel  belurc?  ""  anJ  '  e  hamlej  hiii;  the  kn^tteil 
cord. 

S\v;iin  took  it  ami  examined  it  euriousK,  with- 
out li.Mtation  or  refuj^nance. 

No,"    hiC    answered,    rinally.    "  I    ne\er   saw   it 
I'elore." 

Do  yoij    know   what   it   is?"   and   ( mldher^HT 
uat>.hed  hini   e!osel\. 

"  I  ini'er  that  it  is  the  cord  with  which  .Mr. 
\  au^fhan   ^vas  strangled." 

' 'i'lt    is   so.      '^  ,)u    dill   n«)t   see   it   around   his 

ne.k?" 

I  ha\e  no  recollection  of  h.u'inu,"  done 
5>o." 

Please  look  at  the  coid  ,iL;ain.  Mr.  Swain," 
said  ( ioldlHr;,'cr.  still  wateliinLj  hirn.  "\<'u  will 
see  that  it  is  knotted.  Can  you  describe  those 
knots  for  nie?  " 

Swain   lookeil   at  the  kn- ts,    and    1    was  Khul   to 

;;iat  his  hands  were  ah-.luteiy  steady  and  his 

i.v.    iree  friun  fear.      \o  murderer  could  handle 

so    unconcernedly    the    instrument    of    his    crime! 

Surelv  the  jury  wouKl  see  that! 

'■   l!ie  ':nofs,"  v,;,|  ^uain,  at  last.     •  ... 
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an  (iniinary  sijuaic  knot  with  whiih  the  lord  was 
iinuic  iiU'i  a  noose,  and  then  a  Jouldc  !).iV.!;iiL  to 
bLcurc  It.' 

"A  uuuhic  bi'ulinf?  Can  \uu  tic  su.h  a 
knot  : 

"Certainly.  Anyone  who  has  e\cr  owned  ii 
I-oat  can  do  so.  It  i;)  the  l)est  kiii.t  lor  th:>  I'm-. 
pnsc." 

i  lie  (.oi-on.er  reaehetl  out  for  the  coid  ar^ii  re- 
phued  it  in  the  en\eh)pe.  J  hen  he  prodiiced  the 
iiamikerehief. 

"  Can  \ou  idetnily  this?  "  he  asked.  .wvA  U.vukd 
it  to  the  witness. 

Swam  elian^ed  colour  a  httle  as  he  took  it, 
1  !.  annot  identifv  it.""  he  said,  in  a  I(.\v  voi.e; 
"hut  I  ud!  sa\  th's:  ulien  Mi^s  \  aii^han  iov.iul 
that  in\  wiist  was  hleedinj;.  she  insiNteii  ii[ion  rsitv 
her  h.iiiilkerehief  around  it.  ihij  may  be  the 
handkerehief." 

A-,M;n  a  little  shi\er  ran  tl;rou^)i  the  ^rowd, 
and   I  loldherLfer's  e\es    -vere    i,deaniin^. 

"  \  ou  imticc  that  two  corners  .w    the  h:!Mdker- 

tiiicf   are    free    from    stain."    he    said.    "  md    are 

cruitipled  as  though  the\   had  heui  tud  in  a  knot. 

I  he  haiuikerchief  Miss  X'au^han  used  wnuld  i^roh. 

ahlv  he  in  that  condition,  would  it  n. 

"  "4  I  .,  ■  Swain   answered,   his  \<i;,,.  ^t;!l   low. 

'*  You  heard  I)'-.  Iiinn>an  testiU  that  he  found 
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the    handkerchief   lies'ule   ihe    ehair    m   wliicli   Mr. 
Wiu^iiaii    uaa   nuii\iered'" 

"  \e.." 

"Can    \ou  e\phi:ii   its  jireseiico   there?" 

I  aiinct.  unle^Lj  it  drwj'pcil  troni  my  wrist 
•vheii   I   stonped  ti)  1,  ise  Mi'-s   \  au:_han." 

Cioldherj^er  h)i)k.ed  at  tiic  Witness  n.r  a  nuiment, 
then  he  i;;huiced  at  S\ive>ter.  who  rmddcd  .dmost 
iniperccptibly. 

1  !iat  is  a.ll  lor  t!ic  })resent,  Mr.  S'.vain,"  the 
ti^roner  :,aid.  and  ^\va;n  sat  tiown  ap;ain  h^^ido 
ine.   very  ['lie,   but  hioKiiii;^  hiniselt    \vt  1!   in   hatul. 

1  hen  Siriimi)nds  tnok  the  stand.  Ills  stur\  de- 
velnj)cd  nothiny;  new,  but  he  told  of  the  lindin^ 
ol  tiie  body  and  ol  its  appearance  and  manner  ol 
deatli  in  a  way  which  brought  l)ack  the  scene  to 
me  \ery  vividly.  1  suspected  that  he  mavle  his 
siory  deliberately  impressive  in  order  to  cttace  the 
j,'o()d  itnprcssion  made  by  the  [previous  witness. 

iinully,  the  coroner  dipped  once  more  into  the 
suit-case,  brought  out  another  bundle  and  unrolled 
it.  It  proved  to  be  a  white  robe  with  red  stains 
aliout  the  top.      lie  haniled  it  to  Simmonds. 

"  Can  you  identify  this?  "  he  .isked. 

"Ties,"  said  Sirjinionds;  "it  is  the  j^i.  ,v  li. 
worn  ''\  Mr.  X'au  dia"  it  ''i-  finie  of  h'.--  riinr- 
der.'- 

How  ilo  you  iilcntii  . 
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"  I5y   n-y   initials  In   indelible    ink,   on   the   right 
slee\e.   where  I  ])l;ueiJ  them.'' 

'■  J  here   are   btains   un   the   cHar   of   the   robe. 
A\'hat  :;,e  lhe\  ?  " 

''  HlooJ-stains." 
"  1  li.'inan  blooj?  " 

1  IN,  Sir. 
'  1  low  lio  3-011  know  ?  " 
'■  i   ha\  e  had  them  tested." 
'  Did  any  l)iood  eonie  Ironi   the  corpse?" 
I'  N".  Sir;  tlie  skin  ot  the  neek  was  not  broken."' 
"  \\i)rre,  then,   in  your  o--i.n"(Ui,  did  this  blood 
come  hom  ?  '' 

"''•'"!!  t!ie  murderer,"'  answered  Simmonds, 
quieth  . 

if'^.'-c  was  a  sudden  -nsp  from  t!ie  reporters, 
r.s  thev  saw  whither  this  testimony  was  tending. 
I  :i!:!!ued  at  Swain.  He  v,as  a  little  paler,  but 
^va-,  snuhn:^'  ( onhJcntly. 

('"'dhu-er,  his  tace  hauklike,  stooped  .again 
t"  t.''c  suitcase,  produced  a  third  bundle,  and  un- 
r.>ii.ng  ,t,  disclosed  another  robe,  also  of  uhitc 
siik.   ^  Ihis.  tuo,  lie  hande.!  t>)  Simmonds. 

'*  Can  y.ui  idcnrily  tluu  .'  "'  he  askiii. 
,  ■  d  Si'nmnnds.      "  Ir  h  (lie  n.be  u.wn 

''\   -'''''    \.'ughan   on   ,he   night   of  the   tragedv 
Mv   initials  are  on  the  left  slce\e." 

"  Iliat  also  has  blood-marks  on  ir,  I  believe?  "' 
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'■  ^  cs,  sir:  "  ;inJ,  indeed,  \vc  could  all  perceive 
tlie  rii;irks. 

'*  i  luman  lilooil?  " 

"  Vcs.  sir.      I   had  it  tc<;tcil,  too." 

•'  That  is  all,"  said  (Joldheruer,  quickly,  and 
placed  on  the  ^tand  the  head  of  the  ldeMtiticaiit)n 
lUireaii. 

"Mr.  Sylvester,"  he  began,  "you  have  exam- 
ined tile  marks  on  these  garments?  " 
1  es,  sir. 

"What  did  you  make  of  them?" 

" 'I  hev  are  all  un(]uestiona:iIy  linger-marks,  hut 
most  ol  them  are  mere  smudges.  I  Io\ve\er,  the 
tabrK  ot  which  the^^e  robes  are  made  is  a  very 
hard  and  finely-meshed  silk,  with  an  unusually 
smooth  surface,  am.!  !  succeeded  in  tliscovenng  a 
tew  mirks  on  which  the  lines  were  sutHciently  dis- 
tmct  for  iHirposes  of  identification.  Jdiese  I  have 
l^liotographed.  'Ihe  hnes  are  much  plainer  in  the 
photog-aphs  than  on  tlie  cloth." 

"IIa\e  you  the  jihotograi^hs  with  vou?" 

I  li  '\e,"  and  Sylvester  [iroduced  tliem  from 
a  pocket.  "  i  I'.ese  aie  the  prints  on  tlie  roiic  lie- 
longing  to  the  murdered  ri,  in."  h.-  added,  p.j^sing 
four  cards  to  tiie  con-ner.  "  'i  cu  ,\i!!  notice  that 
two  ol  ;!icm  show  the  r'-ht  t'lum!*.  though  01  .■  is 
nftt  \\'-v  distinct:  nnot'ur  shous  the  right  fore- 
finger,  .iiid  the   fourth  die   r'    !  .   midvlle-linger." 
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"  ^  ou  cDiisi.Lr  rfiiso  plain  cnou,-!i  for  purposes 
of  idciititication  ?    ' 

"  I  nd(uil)tcdly.      Any    one    ot    them    woulj    be 
enough." 

(.(•Klhcr.^er  ixissed  the  photographs  to  tile  fore- 
iiiai)  of  the  jurv.  who  loolaj  at  them  \a>antl». 
"And  the  other  photn^^rai^hs  ?  "  lie  aske.]. 
"I  K'>t  '»"!>  two  [Mints  Irom  the  other  rol^'," 
said  Sylvester.  "  All  hut  these  were  hopJcsslv 
smud-eil,  a.  th.uiirh  the  hmd  liad  moved  while 
touchiii-r  the  garment."' 

"  'i  <Hj  mean  they  were  all  n;ade  b;   one  hand?  " 
asked   (lojdber^er. 

'*  Ves.    Hr;   hv   the   ri-ht   liand.      A-ain    I    !-.a\e 
a  print  of  t!ie  thmnh  and  .)ne  of  the  third  tlii-cr." 
He    passed    tlie    pJKKograiihs    o\er,    and    again 
CioKil-.erger  handed  tlieni  (^•l  to  tlie  jury. 

"Mr.  S\I\ester,"   said  the  coroner,   "  ynu  con- 
sider  the    (in-er-print   method   of   identiJication    a 
positix  e  one,  d<>  yo-j  not?  " 
"  AlKM.'lutely   so."' 
"  F\vcn  with  a  sin^^le  fin,t;er?  " 
"  JVr}i.;ps    uitli    a    single    linger    there    m.iv    be 
snnu    (i.uihr.  i/   there  is  no  other  cviduiee.     S  -nu- 
b'uiv  h;.s  (oniput.d  that  the  e'lanee  of  two  prints 
being   exauly    the    same   is  one    in    sixty-four    mil- 
lions." 

"And  where  there  is  other  e\!.!eiKe?" 
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"  I  shouLl  sav  t!i:;t:  a  siiiLrlc  tiiiucr  ua^  cnou  ^i  " 

"  Suripo-,c  you  ha\c  two  !;nL:>.rs?" 

"  'J  h^n  it  is  abs(;!utc!y  ccrta:;;."" 

"  And  ilircc  ImL^cis  ':  " 

Syhc'sicr  .v'lru^-^LHi  his  .sIicuKKts  t.-  inJi^Mtc  that 
proof  could  ^^o  no  I'urtiicr.  Cold;). :  .^cr  took  had. 
the  photographs  I'n;!,!  th.'  forctiiaii  <.l'  ii;c  jury  and 
ran;:.ed  thcrn  hctoic  !)i:-.i  on  tiic  tahlc. 

"Xou.  Mr.  SyKcstcr."  he  said,  "did  >ou  no- 
tice any  LDrrcspoiulcncc  hctucn   the-c   prin'i?" 

V'S.  a.nsucrcd  ;hc  witncv^.  in  a  low  voice; 
"the  tiuunh-piints  on  hoth  r.j'ncs  -a  eie  made  hy 
the  same  hand." 

I  he  audient-c  sat  spe!!-Ii.iiind,  staiini:,  sca-^e 
breathing.  1  d.ired  not  glance  at  Swain.  I  couhl 
not  take  ni\  eyes  trom  that  pale-faced  man  on  itie 
witness-stand,  who  k-uw  that  with  e\erv  w.ird  he 
was  r,\etiiig  an  awful  crime  to  a  li\ing  fellow- 
being. 

"  One  ijuestion  more,"  said  Goldherger.  "  I  Ia\  e 
you  any  way  of  telling  by  whom  these  [irints  were 
made 
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"  ^  cs,  '  said  Sylvester  again,  arui  his  \nice  was 
so  low  {  Could  seaicel)  hear  ir.  "  '\'\\\:\  were  made 
by  Irederic  Swain.  The  prints  he  made  just  now 
correspond  with   tlieni   in  ever\    detail!" 
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An-  instant's  silence  followed  SyKester's  words, 
;ind  then  a  little  murniur  if  interest  and  excite- 
ment, as  the  reporters  bent  closer  abo\  e  their 
work.  I  heard  a  ijuick,  deep  intaking  of  the 
breath  from  the  man  who  sat  beside  me,  and  then 
I  was  on  my  feet. 

" '^  our    Honour,"    I    saiil   to    Cloldberf^er,    "it 
seems  that  an  ettort  Is  to  be  made  to  incriminate 
Mr.  Swain  in  this  affair,  and  he  should  therefcjre 
be  represented  by  counsel.     I  myself  intend  to  rep- 
resent hnn,  and  1   ask  for  an  hour's  adjournment 
in  ortier  to  consult  with  my  client." 
Goldberger  ^danced  at  his  watch. 
"  I  mtended  to  adjourn  for  lunch,"  he  said,  "  as 
soon   as    I   had   linislieii   with    Mr.   Sv!\ester.      We 
Will  adjourn  now,  if  you  w!sh  —  until  oiie-thirtv," 
he  addetl. 

I  he  liuitery  of  cameras  was  clickini;  at  Swain, 
and  two  or  three  artists  were  making  sketches  of 
his  head;  there  was  a  u;reat  bustle  as  the  refiortcrs 
gathered  up  their  [lapers  and  hurried  to  their  cars 
to    search    lor    tlie    nearest    tele[)hone;    the    jury 
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walked  lu'aviiy  a\v;iy  '.a  ^:\]:\r■^c  ni  an  nt?iccr  to  L^ct 
their  lunch  at  M.mc  near-by  n)ail-li()n->e ;  Syl\\>tcr 
was  j^Mtiicniiij;  i.|i  ills  prints  ami  p!int()<,;rapii^  a:ui 
puttin^r  thcni  carLt'iilIv  in  his  pocket:  Sniwnonds 
was  rei^iaeinjr  the  hi. -, .J-stained  clothing  in  the  suit- 
case, to  he  held  a^  t  \  ulence  tor  the  trial:  hut  .Sw.iin 
sat  there,  with  arms  folded.  •■  irin^  strai^^ht  he- 
lore   hirn,    a(>i'aren:ly   une. uiscious   oi'   all    tliis. 

(loldlierj^er  looked  at  him  closely,  as  he  came 
down  to  speak  to  me.  but  Swain  did  not  glance 
up. 

"  I  can  parole  him  in  \our  custody,  1  suppose, 
Mr.  Lester  r  "  the  coroner  asked. 

"  '\es:  ceitainh,"  I  assented. 

'■  Syh  ester's  e\  idence  makes  it  look  bad  for 
him." 

"  Will  you  introduce  me  to  Sylvester?  I  shouhl 
like  to  ao  over  the  prints  with  him." 

"  Certainly;  "'  and,  a  moment  later,  with  tiie 
prints  spread  out  het'ore  us,  S\lvestcr  was  showin^r 
me  their  points  of  similarity. 

Godfrey  cani.-  forward  while  he  was  talkim^ 
and  stood  looking;  o\e,-  his  shouKlcr. 

1  h;id  heard  ot  linu;er-print  iiien-  ication,  of 
course,  manv  times,  but  had  made  no  studc  of  the 
siibiect.  and,  1  confess,  the  blurred  photo-ra[i!is 
which  S;J\  ester  oft'er  d  for  mv  inspection  s.-cmed 
to  me  mi^htv  poor  exidencc  upon  wli'ih  to  accuse 
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a  man  of  niurJcr.  'I'lic  iihntnirrnplis  showed  the 
prints  coiisiJcrahly  Iir^cr  t'  n  llt'c-si/e,  l/L-r  this 
cnhr^cmcnt  had  a!s.)  c\a--riMtca  i!ic  threads  of 
the  ch)th,  so  th;;r  t!ic  priiif^  sceiiied  hal  f-corxcalcd 
by  a  heaw  nnsh.  To  the  iiaketi  eye.  the  lines 
were  nhiKJst  indistin.miishahle.  hut  under  Sylvester's 
powerful  glass  they  earne  out  more  clearly. 

'■ '1  he  thiii!;l\"  said  Svlvester.  i'..l!(n\  iiig  the 
liiu>,  jirst  to  tlie  rJLjhr  and  then  to  t!ie  lelt  with 
the  point  of  a  pencil.  '"  is  what  we  ca'l  a  douhle 
whorl.  It  (.onsists  of  fourteen  lines,  or  rldge:^. 
With  the  micrometer."  v.nd  he  raised  the  liil  of 
a  little  leather  hn\  which  stood  on  the  tahle,  took 
out  an  instrument  of  polished  steel  and  applied  it 
to  (,iie  of  tlie  photographs,  "we  get  the  an-le  of 
these  ridges.  See  how  1  adjust  it."  and  I  wauli.d 
him,  as,  with  a  ilelicate  tlniinhscrew,  he  m.ide  the 
needledike  points  of  the  tinder  coincide  with  the 
omside  lines  of  the  uhorj.  •■  Xou  l^.i^.  i^  a  plmto- 
grapli  IroiTi  the  oihcr  rol)c,  .dso  showing  the 
thumh,"  and  he  applied  t!ie  machine  carefully  to 
'f-  "  'f  aKo  is  a  double  whorl  of  fourteen  lines, 
and  \ou  see  the  .ingles  are  the  same.  \nd  here 
is  tl'.e  print  of  the  ri^ht  thumh  wliicli  \nuv  client 
Jtiade  lor  me."  I  le  applied  the  micrometer  and 
drew   hack  that  I  might  see  for  m\self. 

"  !h;t    tlicse   p.hotographs  are   enlarged."    I    oh- 
iected. 
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"  That  makes  no  (iittcrcncc.  I'nlnrgcmcnt  docs 
not  alter  the  angles.      Here  are  the  other  prints." 

I  le  compared  them  one  1a-  nne,  in  tlie  same  man- 
ner. When  he  had  linished,  there  was  no  escap- 
ing the  conviction  that  they  liad  !)v.n  iT,nde  hv  t'le 
same  hand  —  that  is,  unless  one  denied  the  theory 
of  finger-print  Identification  altogether,  and  that. 
I  knew,  would  he  absurd.  As  he  finished  his 
demonstration,  Sylvester  glanced  over  my  shoulder 
with  a  little  deprecating  smile,  as  of  a  man  a(...l. 
ogising  for  doing  an  unpleasant  duty,  and  I  turned 
to  find  Swain  standing  there,  his  face  lined  with 
perplexity. 

"  Vou   heard?"    [  asked. 

"Yes;  and  I  believe  Mr.  Sylvester  is  right.  I 
can't  understand  it."' 

"  Well,"  I  said.  "  suppose  we  go  and  have  sr)me 
lunch,  and  then  we  can  talk  it  over,"  and  thank- 
nig  Sylvester  for  his  courtesy,  I  led  Swain  away. 
(iodfrey  fell  into  step  beside  us,  and  for  some  mo- 
ments we  walked  on  in  silence. 

"  There  is  only  one  explanation  that  [  can  see." 
said  Clodfrey.  at  last.  -'Sualn.  you  rememiKr. 
got  to  the  lilirary  about  a  nmiute  ahead  of  us,  and 
nhen  we  reached  the  lioor  he  was  liftinu  Miss 
\'aughan  to  the  couch.  In  rliat  mmute.  lie  must 
h.i\e  touched  the  ^\v.\^]  man." 

Suain  shook  his  head  doubtfully. 
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"  I  don't  ^cc  \v!iy  I  sh.DuId  have  done  that,"  he 
said. 

!r  isn't  ;i  (ju.'stion  ot'  uli\  ym  did  it,"  God- 
''■<-■>'  ;'"inud  cut.  "It's  a  (jiK'siicn  of  whether 
>i)ij  did  it.  ( lo  (i\cr  i!ic  scene  in  \nuv  mind,  re- 
callini^'  as  many  details  as  you  can,  ami  then  we'll 
.uo  over  it  to^ctlRT.  ste[)  by  step,  after  lunch." 

It  was  a  silent  meal,  and  when  it  was  over,  dod- 
Irey  Kd  the  way  into  his  study. 

"  Now,"  he  heL.Mn,  when  we  were  seated, 
"  wliere  was  Miss  \'aui.,dia;i  at  the  moment  you 
ypranj;  through  the  (.looi?" 

"  She    was   lyinu;  on   tjie   ilonr  by   the   table,    in 
Iront  of  her   father's  i.hair,"  Swain   replied. 
Vou  are  sure  oi  that?  " 

"^es;  I  didn't  see  her  until  1  ran  aroumi  tlic 
table." 

"  1  was  hopin;,r,-'  s.iid  Godfrey.  "  that  she  had 
lainted  with  her  .inii',  clasped  about  her  father's 
neck,  and  that.  In  freciiiL;  them,  vou  made  those 
marks  on  his  robe." 

But  Swain  shook  liis  head. 

"  No,"  he  said;  '"  I'm  positi\e  I  didn't  touch 
hiiH,  ' 

I  hoi  how  diii  the  marks  get  there?  " 
I   ijon't  know,"  said  Swain  help!     sly. 
"  Now.  see  here.  Swain."  said  (jodfrev.  a  little 
sternly,    "  there   is  only   one    way    in    whiJi   those 
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I   understand  that,"  Swain  answered  thickly; 
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[  should  put  my  hands  on  Mr.  \'aujj;han's  throat, 
even  unconsciously.      .And  then  there's  the  fact  that 
at  no  time  duririLi  the  evening  was  I  really 
scious — I  was  onlv  confused  arid  da/ed.' 


uncon- 
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Swain. 


I  here's  only  one  way  that  could  have 
C(.-n!e  flure.  ft  dropped  from  my  v\rist  when  I 
siooped  over  Miss  \'au^'ian." 

(jtnitrey  hjoked  at  me.   and    I    nodded.      Swain 
might  as  well  know  the  worst. 

I  hat  would  be  an  explanation,  sure  enough," 
said  Godfrey,  slowly,  "but  for  one  fact  ■—- you 
didn't  have  any  bandage  on  Nour  wrist  when  you 
came  back  over  the  wall.  Botli  Lester  and  I  saw 
your  wrist  and  the  cut  on  it  distinctly.  Therc- 
i'li-e,  if  you  dropped  the  handkerchief  there,  it 
must  have  been  before  that." 

I  he  blood  had  run  from  Swain's  cheeks,  as 
tlw-ngh  drained  by  an  open  artery,  and  f(,r  a  mo- 
ment he  sat  silent,  staring  at  t!ie  speaker.  Then 
he  raiseil  his  trembling  right  hand  and  I.'oked  at 
it.  as  though  it  might  Ivar  some  mark  to  tell  him 
V.  hethcr  it  were  Indeed  guilty. 

"Hut  — but  I  ilon't  understand!"  he  cried 
thicklv.  "  ^  ou  —  vou  don't  mean  to  intimate - 
\"u  dr.u't  believe -but  I  wasn't  unconscious,  I 
tell  \(iu:  I  wasn't  near  the  house  until  after  we 
hearil  the  screams!  I'm  sure  of  it!  I'd  stake  my 
soul  on  it  !  '' 

"  Get  a  grip  of  yourself,  .Swain."  said  Godfrey, 
sootlur^gjy.  "  Don't  let  yourself  go  like  that.  No, 
1  don't  Inlieve  you  killed  Worthington  Vaughan, 
consciously  or  unconsciously.      I  salil  ( .oldbergcr's 
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theory  was  a  pood  one,  ami  it  is;  hut  I  don't  hc- 
licvc  it.  My  hclict  is  that  the  murder  was  done 
hy  the  Ihufi;;  Init  there's  nothing  to  support  it, 
[  e\cepit   tlie    fact   tfiat    lie   was   on   the   ground   and 

t!iat  a  noose  was  used.  There's  not  a  hit  (jf  di- 
!-eet  e\idence  to  connect  him  nith  the  crime,  and 
there's  a  lot  ot  direct  evidence  to  connect  you  witii 
it.  It's  up  to  us  to  exphiin  it  away.  Now,  think 
carefully  hetore  you  answer  my  questions:  Have 
vou  any  recollection,  fiowever  laint,  of  having  seen 
Mahhub  before  this  morning?  " 

Swain  sat  tor  (juite  a  minute  searching  his  con- 
sciousness. I  hen,  to  my  great  (.lisappointment,  he 
shook  his  head. 

■■  No,"  he  sail!;  "  1  am  sure  I  ne\"er  saw  him 
before." 

"  Nor  Silva?  " 

"  No,  nor  Sil\  a  • —  except,  of  course,  the  titne, 
tliree  or  four  months  ago,  when  he  gave  me  Mr. 
\  augiian's  message." 

"  I  la\  e  you  a  distinct  recollection  that  tlie  li- 
brary was  emptv  when  \(hi  spri'ig  into  it.'" 

"  Yes;  verv  tiistinct.  I  remember  h>oking  about 
it.  and  then  running  p.ist  the  table  and  discovering 
"\liss  V'aughan.'' 

"  ^  nu  saw  hiT  fnrlur  ids.i'i^  " 

"  '\'es;  but  1  merelv  glanced  at  hitTi.  I  realised 
that  he  was  liead." 
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"  And  viHi  also  ha\c  a  Ji^iiiut  recollection  that 
you  di\l  not  aii;>roach  him  or  toucii  liiiiir  " 

"  I  ;;;n  quite  certain  of'  liiat,"'  answercu  Swain. 
positi\el\-. 

Ihen    I    ^rivr   It   up,"    saM    Ciodfrey,    and   lav 
hack  In  Jiis  chair. 

I  liere  was  a  (jueer  hoIJIntr  of  ideas  in  niy  niind; 
ideas  dliJicult  lo  clothe  with  words,  and  com-)oseii 
of  I  kn.iw  not  w.hat  farra-o  .,f  ..ccultisni,  niysti- 
cisni.  and  Oriental  ina.i^ne;  hut  at  last  I  inana-ed 
to  sinnner  theni   down  to  a   tinnd  question: 

"  I   know  it  soinuis   i"of)IIsh,   hut  wouldn't   it  !ic 
possihie,  (,odfre\,   to  explain  all   tills  hy  Inpnosis. 
or  occult   Inlluence.   or  soincthin^r  of  that  sort?" 
<iodtrey  turned  ami  looked  at  me. 
"  Sil\a  seems  to  ha\-e  impressed  you."  he  saiil. 
"He  has.      But  isn't  sucli  an  ex['lanation  pos- 
sihL-?" 

"  I  don't  think  so.  1  Jon't  deny  that  the  Ori- 
entals ha\c'  ^^one  farther  alonj,^  certain  paths  of 
psvchology  than  we  ha\e,  hut  as  to  their  posscs- 
sniiT  :,ny  occult  power,  it  is,  In  my  opinion,  all  bosh. 
As  l.ir  hypnosis,  t!ie  hest  authorities  agree  that  no 
man  can  he  hvpiiotised  to  do  a  tlilnq  which,  in  his 
normal  .ondiilon.  would  he  profoundlv  repugnant 
to  him.  Indeed,  few  men  can  he  hxpnotised  againsr 
'''^■'''  ^^'"-  '""  !^^'  liypnotised,  \ou  have  to  \ield 
\<'ur.>elf.      Of    course,    the    more    \ou    vield    vour- 
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st'll'.  tlic  \\\akci-  you  ^row.  hut  that  Jocsn't  apply 
to  Swain.  I  shouldn't  -.uKise  you  to  use  tirat  line 
ni  ar^uiiuMit  to  a  jury."  he  a.kloil  with  a  smiic. 
'■  VouM  better  just  lea\  e  the  whole  thin^^  up  in  the 
air." 

"  Well."  1  sn\h  "  I'll  make  the  best  ;i:.^ht  1  can. 
I  was  hopiu^j;  Swain  eouKl  help  me:  since  lie  can  I. 
we'll  ha\e  ti)  tru-^t  to  luck.  ' 

(■odi'rev  left  us  to  ;,'et  his  stnry  of  tin'  morning' 
hearint,'  into  shape,  anil  I  fell  'r,\t><  a  ;^!ooniv  r  'very. 
1  couKl  see  no  way  out  of  the  ma/e:  eitli.r  Swam 
had  touched  Vau^han's  lv)iiy,  or  it  liavl  bien 
Iduehed  by  anoilier  man  with  the  same  linger-ir.ark- 
intis.  I  sat  suddenly  upright,  for  if  there  was  such 
a  man.  he  must  be  one  of  two. 

"What  is  it?"  Swain  asked,  looking  at  mo. 

••  A     long     sh.ot."     I     said.      "  .\n     ixcecdingly 

long  shot  —  a   tlireediuniired-million  to  one  shot. 

lh)W  riKuiv  people  are  there  in  tlie  world.  Swam  .•*  " 

"  I'm  sure  I  don'r  know."  ami  lie  staicd  at  rre 

in  bewilderment. 

"  I  think  it's  something  like  a  bijlioii  ;md  a  lialt. 
If  that  is  true.  then,  it'-  possible  that  there  are  four 
peonle  in  the  world,  beside  yourself,  with,  the 
thumb  and  two  fingers  of  tb.e  right  hand  marked 
exactly   as  yours  are." 

'■  We  nmst  ha\c  a  reunion,  bome  da\,"  Swain 
remarked,  with  irony. 
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Hut   I    rel'us,.!  to   he   tlivcrtcj. 
"•MI"ulnK     t'T    Jinp.rccptihlc    dittfrenccs."     I 
^vcnt  on,  "  i   think  ,t  is  safe  to  assume  that  there 
are  ten  such  jieople.'' 

_"  Well,"  said  Suain,  hitterly,  "  I  know  one 
tf>"i;.'  tliat  ,r  /v,'/  .afe  to  assume,  and  that  is  that 
c:dier  oi  those  I  lindus  is  one  of  those  ten.  I  sup- 
P'Jse  that  is  the  assumption  you  will  make  next?  " 
"  It's  an  assumption  I  intend  to  put  to  the  proof, 
anyway,"  I  answered,  somewliat  testily,  "  and  if  it 
'•"Is.rm  afraid  you'll  have  to  .o  to  jail  till  I 
can  dip;  up  some  more  evidence." 

He  turned  toward  me  quickly,  his  face  workinjr. 
"  ^^e  here,  Mr.  Lester,"  he  said,  "  don't  mis- 
understand me.  I'm  awfully  grateful  for  all 
you  re  d(Mn<,r  for  me;  but  I  don't  mind  goin^  to 
jai  -  not  on  my  own  account.  Vm  hmnccnt,  and 
1  11  he  able  to  prove  it  in  time.  But  Marjorle 
niustn't  he  left  alone.  Fd  he  rcadv  t,.  face  any- 
tiding  if  I  knew  that  she  was  safe.  She  mustn't 
he'  Ictt  in  that  linuse  —  not  a  sin-le  nit^ht.      IVom- 

;sc  me  that  you'll  take  her  with  you  as  soon  as  the 
in(]ucst"s  o\er !  '' 

_  "  i'l'  promise  that.  Swain,  ^ladlv."  1  said,  -  pro- 
vided. o(  course.  t!ic  doctor  consents." 

"We  Miust   ..t  him."  and  Swain  spran:j  to  his 
'^•yt.      "  W  e  must  explain  to  hiin  how  imi)ortant  it 

IS.  ' 
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"  Perhaps  1  can  get  hiin  on  the  'phone,''  I  said; 
hut  the  person  who  answerctl  told  nie  that  he  liad 
already  started  tor  the  incjucst.  And,  a  moment 
later,  Mrs.  Ilargis  tapped  at  the  door  of  the  study 
;ind  said  that  the  doctor  was  outside,  i  told  her 
tv)  show  him  in  at  once. 

I  he  truth  is,"  said  Ilinman,  shaking  hands 
with  hoth  of  us,  "  I  thought  I'd  drop  in  to  tind 
out  if  there  was  anything  I  could  do.  No  reason- 
able person,"  he  went  on,  turning  to  Swain,  "  be- 
lie\es  \()U  killed  that  defenceless  old  man;  but 
those  finger-prints  certainly  do  pu/zle  me." 

"They  [ur/.zle  me,  too,"  said  Swain;  "but  I'll 
prove  my  innocence  —  though  it  will  take  time." 

it  looks  U)  me,"  said  the  doctor,  slowly, 
"  that  about  the  only  way  you  can  pro\  c  your  in- 
nocence is  to  catch  the  real  murderer." 

1  hat's  exactly  what  we're  going  to  try  to  do," 
I  assented. 

"And  meanwhile  Mr.  Swain  will  Ic  in  jai  ?  " 
asked  the  doctor. 

I'm  alraid  there's  no  help  for  it,"  I  ailmilted 
ruefully. 

1  was  just  telling  .Mr.  Lester  that  I  liiiin't 
minil  that,"  said  Swain  earnest!) ,  "  that  I  could 
stand  anything,  if  1  was  only  sine  that  .Miss 
\aughaii  was  safe.  She  isn't  safe  in  that  house. 
Mr.    Lester  has   arranged  to   •■Lice   her   with    the 


!l 


17'^  TIIK    GI.U\i;i)    HAM) 

huiiily  (*l  ins  partiicr.  Mr.   Iv.ytc,  where  slic  will 
be  properly  taken   care   ol'.      h  there   any   reason 
why  she  can't  he  taken  there  to-day?" 
i  he  doctor  considered  ior  a  nionieiit. 

'*  Urdinardy,''  he  said,  at  la^t,  "1  \.ould  ad- 
vise that  blie  he  left  uliere  she  is  I'or  a  j'ew  dav>; 
hut.  under  the  circui'ihtances,  jvrhaps  she  would 
hetter  he  nio\"ed..  '^  on  can  [^et  an  easy-ridiriL;  car- 
riaj^e  —  cjr  a  car  will  do,  it  yiai  drive  carefully. 
I  lie  nurses.  v,dl,  of  course,  go  along.  Tile  only 
ihinu:  is.  she  will  [irohahly  wish  to  attend  her 
i;ither\s   luneral,   which   tidies  place  to-morr(.)\v." 

Swain  I)!t  his  lips  ner\-ousl_\-. 

I   ha\e  a  lujrror  of  her  staying:  in  that  house 
another  nii^ht."  he  said;  "  hut  I  hadn't  thought  of 
the   luneral.       I  here  is  one  nurse  on  duty  cdl   the 
time,  isn't  there,  doctor?  " 
1  es. 

"AH  rii^ht,  then:  we'll  risk  one  nic;ht  more. 
15i.'  )ou  promise  nie  that  she  shall  be  taken  away 
ininicdiately  after  tlie   funeral?" 

"  V'.'S,"  J  s;;id.  "  T  promise." 

"  And  I,"  sail!  i!ie  doctor.  Then  he  looked  u 
ins  watch.  "  It's  time  we  were  getting  hack,"  he 
added. 

He  took  us  n\-er  in  his  car.  a.nd  we  {ouud  the 
iurw  up.der  the  jruidance  of  Simmoiuls,  just  comi-iL: 
(Hit  ot  t!;e  house,  each  tTiemlnT  srnokin;/  a  (.\[  hhick 
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cigar  ;u  the  Lxpui'-'.  of  the  Stntc.  They  had  been 
\  ifwin^f  rhc  Ixuiy  ami  the  scene  ct  tlie  crinic,  hut  as 
lhe\-  tiled  hack  into  t'leir  scats.  I  imteu  that  t:ie\- 
seeiiKil  an\ thiVii;  hut  depressed.  1  he  \unJn  h.ul 
evidently  been  a  ;ji;(H)d  one. 

S\!'.ester  was  ret.. lied  ti)  finish  his  testiiiiDny. 
lie  e\;da;ned  the  system  <it  cur\e.>  and  angles  by 
uhich  linker-prints  are  tj;r()iiped  and  cla^^sitied,  .ind 
the  various  points  of  reseinlihmce  by  which  two 
;'r:nts  couKl  be  proved  to  ji:i\e  been  made  by  the 
same  !!n;ier.  There  was.  tirst  of  all,  t!ie  general 
cornolution,  whetlier  a  llexurc.  a  str;;i.  a  'inus.  a 
spiral,  a  circle,  or  a  \'>horl;  there  v.as.  secoiujU, 
lie  number  ot  ridges  in  the  convolution;  ajid  theie 
■-'.as,  thinlly.  the  anij;les  whhh  tiiese  rid^'es  maile. 
Il  two  prints  ai^reed  in  all  these  del. ids,  their  iden- 
tity was  cert.un.  lie  tlun  ]M-oceed>d  to  ^how  that 
the  prints  made  tliat  morning  b\  Swam  did  so 
aurcc  with  the  pliotoLjraplis  ot  the  prints  on  tlie 
i:;irments.  I'inaiK  the  witness  was  turned  over  to 
me  for  cross-e.\aniinatii)n. 


••  M 
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I  beuan,  ''  arc  vou  willini^  to 


assert  that  those  finger-prints  could  have  been  made 
b\  no  man  in  the  workl  except  Mr.  Swain.'  "' 

Svlvcstcr  hesitated,  just  as  I  hoped  he  would 
do.' 

"  Xo."  he  answered,  at  last.  '"  I  can't  assert 
that,    Mr.   Lester.       There  ma\   be  three  or   four 
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otlur  men  in  the  world  with  tiiiMrcr-prirUs  like  these, 
liiit  the  prohahihries  aj^rainst  any  of  thc.e  men  hav- 
in.LT  HKulc  these  prints  are  very  i^reat.  Besides,  It 
is  a  thin-  easily  pnned  -- the  numher  of  persons 
wiio  nn'^ht  have  cmnniitteu  the  crime  is  limited, 
ami  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  secure  prints  of  their 
lingers." 

J1i:it  is  what  T  was  ahout  to  propose,"  ] 
agreed.  "  I  shouKl  like  the  finger-prints  taken  of 
c'verv  one  who  was  in  the  house  Thursday  night." 

"  Do  I  understand  that  \our  ease  stands  or  falls 
upon  this  point?  "  aske  i  the  coroner. 

"Your   Honor,"    I    answered,    "my  client  can- 
not explain   how  the  prints  of  his  lingers,   if  they 
are    his,    came    to    iie     "mn    that    rohc.      The    one 
thing  he  is  certain  of  is  that  thev  were  not  placed 
there  hy  him.      \..t  once,  during  the  entire  even- 
in.LT,   was  niy  client  near  enough  to   .Mr.   \'au-han 
to  tomh  him:  net  once  did  he  so  far  lose  conscious- 
ness as  to  he  unah!.'  to  rememher  w!;at  occurred. 
\\  c  have  racked  our  hrains  for  an  explanation,  and 
til',    onlv  possi!)le  ,.ne  seems  to  he  tliat  the  prints 
"t   the  real  miirderer  rescmhle  those  of  my  client. 
A;i'l  ulun   I   sav  tlic  real  murderer."   I  ailded.  "  I 
do  not  necessarily  mean  (Mie  of  the  persons  whom 
we  kii.nv  tM  ha\e  heen  in  tlie  house.      Outsi.le  of 
tli.sr    luiLur-prints.    rhrre   has    been    ahsolutelv    n<. 
evidence   int'-oduied  liere  to  |)ro\e  that   the   crime 
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mifiht  not  have  been   comniittcil  by  some  person 
unknown  to  us." 

"  You  can  scarcely  expect  the  jury  to  believe, 
however,"  Goldberjj;er  p"inteil  out.  "  that  thib  sup- 
jMJsititious  person  had  finger-tips  like  your 
client's." 

"  No,"  T  agreed,  "  I  make  no  such  assertion;  my 
hope  is  that  we  shall  soon  have  the  prints  of  the 
real  murderer;  and  when  I  say  the  real  murderer," 
I  adtled,  looking  at  tlie  jury,  "  I  believe  e\ery  one 
present  understands  who  I  mean." 

The  coroner  rapped  sharply;  but  I  ha^l  said 
what  I  wished  to  sav,  and  sat  ilown.  The  wit- 
nesses of  the  morning  were  oriiercd  to  be  brought 
(Hit.  S\l\ester  arranged  his  ink-pad  and  sheets 
of  paper. 

"  It  seems  to  mc."  remarked  the  coroner,  with 
a  smile,  "  that  vou  ami  Mr.  (iotifrev  would  better 
register,  too.      Vou  were  within  striking  ilistance." 

"  'Ihat  is  right."  1  agreed,  and  was  the  lirst 
fn  register;  but  SyK  ester,  after  a  glance  at  my 
prints,  shook  his  head. 

"  ^'our  tliumb  is  a  left  sinus,"  he  said.  "  \  ou're 
cleared,  Mr.  I  .ester." 

(iodfrev  came  forward  and  registered,  too,  and 
.:tter  him  the  three  ser\aiits.  In  (.■  n  h  case,  a 
sh.ike  of  Svl\ester's  head  tiiKi  the  result, 

Ihei;    Simniofuls   came    trom    the    house,    with 
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Silva  nnil  Mahhuli  nl'ter  him,  and  the  coroner  cx- 
J'laincJ  to  Sih  a  vliat  was  wanted.  I  lancicd  that 
the  yogi's  lirow  contracted  a  little. 

"  liie  registration  of  the  (ln,L,a-rs,"  he  said,  *  of 
the  foot  or  of  the  pain),  is  with  us  a  religiou,  cere- 
mony, not  to  be  lightly  performed.  By  some,  it 
is  also  held  that  the  touch  of  ink,  unless  com- 
pounded by  a  priest  of  the  temple  according  to  a 
certain  formula,  Is  defiling;  and,  above  all"  it  Is 
impossible  for  a  believer  t(;  permit  such  relics  of 
himself  to  remain  In  the  hands  of  an  Infidel." 

"  'I'he  relics,  as  you  call  them."  Goldberger  ex- 
plained, "  won't  n^:fd  to  remain  In  our  hands. 
My  expert  here  can  tell  In  a  minute  whether  your 
prints  resemble  those  of  his  photographs,  li  they 
do  not,  they  will  be  returned  to  you." 
"  And  if  they  do?" 
Goldberger  laughed. 

"  Well,  y(.u  can  have  them  back,  anvwav.      In 
that  case,  I  guess  we  can  persuade  yoii,  later 
to  make  another  set." 

fhe   y(<gl    flushed   angrllv.   but  contn-Iled   him- 
self. 

"  f  rely  upon  your  promise,  sir."  he  said,  and 
hiid  his  lingers  Inst  upon  the  p,.d  and  tlur.  upon 
the  pajuT. 

He  stood  with  closed  eves  and  n.o\  ing  lips,  his 
inked   lingei«,   held  caieliillv  awav    from   him,   ('■  r- 
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'inrr  the  breathless  nioiiK'nt  that  Sy!\cstcr  bent 
above  the  prints.  'J'hcii  the  c\}iert  Linked  up  and 
s!i')()k  his  head. 

"  Xo  resemblance  at  all,"  he  said,  and  held  'Ut 
the  sheet  ol  paper  on  ulilch  the  {prints  were. 

Silva  accepted  it  silefuly,  and  rolled  it  into  a 
ball  in  the  ,'ahn  of  his  hand. 

"  Now  for  the  nrher  fellow,"  said  dold- 
berger. 

Silva  glanced  at  his   follower  doubtfully. 

I  atn  not  sure  that  I  can  make  liini  under- 
stand." he  said,  and  for  some  moments  talked  en- 
ergetically to  .Mahbub  In  a  language  which  1  sup- 
pose was  Hindu.  .Mahbub  listened,  scowling 
tiercely.  speaking  a  brief  sentence  now  and  then. 
"He  wouUl  know,"  Siha  a^ked,  at  last,  '.irning 
to  the  coroner,  "  whetlier  blood  is  a  constituent  of 
that  ink." 

'"  It  is  a  purely  chemical  compound."  S\l\  ester 
explained  "  I  here  is  no  blooti  in  it.  nor  an\'  oilier 
■inimal  matter." 

litis  was  re|HMted  to  Nfahlnib,  am\,  after  some 
turther  hesitation,    he   advanced  to  th'?   table. 

A  TTiomeiU  liter.  S\l\ester  was  bending  above 
the  prints.  I  li. n  he  looked  up,  his  face  red  with 
astonisliment.    ;ind   motioned   me  to   approach. 

"loo';  at  ili.it  I  "  he  said,  and  la'd  the  prints 
before  me. 
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My  heart  was  leaping  with  the  hope  that  the  in- 
credible  had  happened;  that  here  lay  the  clue 
to  the  rjiystery.  But  the  first  glance  told  me  that 
such  was  not  the  case,  'ihe  prints  resen^bled 
Suain's  not  at  all.  And  then,  when  I  looked  at 
them  again,  i  perceived  that  tli.  y  resembled  no 
other  prints  which   I  had  ever  seen. 

I-'or  the  prints  of  all  ten  fingers  were  exac  • 
alike,  and  consisted,  not  of  whorls  and  spirals,  but 
of  straight  lines  running  right  across  the  finger. 
Sylvester  was  staring  at  tliem  in  bewilderment. 

Ihese."  he  saiti,  when  lie  c<.uKI  finii  his  voice, 
"  are  the  most  remarkalile  print-,  T  e\er  saw." 

"  Do  they  resemble  those  on  the  robe?"  asked 
the  coroner. 

"  Not  in  the  least." 

"  Then  that  settles  that  point,"  salil  Cioldberger. 
with  what  seemed  to  me  a  sigh  of  relief. 

I  here  is  one  thing,  though."  saiil  SvKester, 
eyeing  Mahbub  curiouslv;  "  j  wish  1  knew  the 
secret   of   these    extrar.rdinarv   prints." 

"I  can  tell  it  to  \ou,"  s;!id  S^Ua,  with  a  little 
smile.  "  It  is  not  at  all  extraordinary.  The  sys- 
teiTi  of  finger-print  identification  has  been  in  use 
nmong  the  Hindus  for  manv  centuries,  am]  was 
adopted  bv  (he  I'n-lish  courts  in  hulia  nearlv  a 
hundred  vears  ago.  after  evcrv  other  method  had 
failed.       I'he  caste  of  'niugg^e,  which  was  at  war 
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with  all  other  castes,  and  especially  at  war  wit'i 
the  English,  evaded  it  by  stimulating  on  the  lingers 
oi  their  male  chiKiien  the  torniation  ot  these 
artillcal  ridges,  it  h^vauie  a  sacred  rite,  performed 
by  the  priests,  and  ha^  been  maintained  by  the 
more  devout  members  of  the  caste,  althougli  the 
need  for  it  l:as  ceased." 

Sylvester  looked  at  the  prints  again. 

"  1  should  like  to  keep  these,"  he  said.  "  They 
would  be  a  great  addition  to  my  collection." 

Silva  bowed. 

"  Mahbub  will  have  no  objection,"  he  said. 
"  To  him,  they  are  of  no  importance,  since  there 
are  many  hundreds  of  men  in  the  world  with 
hnger-tips  identical  with  his.     That  is  all?" 

Goldbergcr  nodded,  and  the  two  strange  figures 
walked  slowly  away  toward  the  house. 
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Svi.vr.si  r.R  \\:i>  stil!  lumliiii;;  in  ecstasy  owr  those 
straiijTc  lin^r^i--pn;ifs  ttk-  ahsorhcci  ecstasy  ot  the 
collector  ulit;  has  con-.e  w:ic\pectcti!y  upon  a  speci- 
men \\<Muierfiil  and  P'-eciou^. 

"  W'cH,"  he  .said,  hxjkinjj;  up.  at  last.  "  I'\c 
learnui  scniethin^'  new  to-ilay.  These  prints  shall 
ha\e  the  pi. ice  "i  'lui'iour.  I  hey  miu;ht  not  he  a 
iiie:ir,s  (jj  identllication  an'/m^  the  Thugs,  hut  I'll 
wa^'e:- tfiere's  no  eohcetioii  in  Anieriui  has  a  set  hkc 
them  I      They're  unicjuc  !  "' 

"  \hi[  not  in  the  least  like  the  photographs,"  put 
in  (ioldhergcr,  dri!\. 

"  No,"  and  Syl\  ester  Hushed  a  little  as  he  felt 
himself  jerked  from  his  hohhv.  "  None  of  the 
prints  we  have  taken  this  afternoon  resemble  the 
photographs  in  any  way." 

"Hut  those  made  b\  Mr.  Su.iin  ,/-,  resemble 
them?  " 

It    is    mure    than    a    resemblance.      'i'lie\    are 
identical  with  them." 

"  What  inference  do  vou  draw  from  rhat  "  "" 

"  It    is  more   than   .in   iiiterence."   SvKe^ier   re- 
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tnrted.  "  It  is  a  certainty.  T  am  willing  to  swear 
tttat  the  tinticr-prints  <in  r!)e  nihe  uorn  hv  the  nuir- 
cicretl  man  were  made  hv   IVederie  Swain.'' 

"  ^  oil  reahsc  the  >ei-'ious  natuie  ol  this  asser- 
tion ^  "  asked  the  coroner,  sh)wly. 

"  I  realise  it  fully." 

''Ant!  that  realisatimi  d'^es  not  cause  \'ci\\  \n 
modify  it  in   anv  w.w'r  " 

It  cannot  he  nioditievi,"  said  SvK'ester.  llnnK-. 
'■  howe\"er  serious  it  may  he.  ho\\c\or  rt  hutanr  I 
ma\  he  to  make  it  —  it  cannot  he  modified  hecause 
it  is  the  truth." 

I  here  was  a  'noment's  silence,  then  ( !o!iihcrij;er 
furnecl  to  ;ik'. 

"IIa\e  \-ou  any  i]uest!ons  to  a^^k  tlie  witne:'S. 
Mr.  Lester?  " 

\(»,  '    I   aiiswcred:  "  I  ha\r  none." 

SyKe-te-  hent  a<'ain  a!io\c  his  prints.  •>\hile  the 
coroner  and  the  |n-(Nociitor  held  a  hrief  consulta- 
tion.     Then  Goldher^er  turneil  hack  to  me 

"  Have  you  anxthin^f  further.  Mr.  Lester?"  he 
asked.      "Our  exidence  is  all  in.  I  JH-lieve." 

I  was  driven  to  niy  last  entrenchment. 
I  should  like  to  c;d!   Miss  \'au^han."   I   saiti. 
"  if  Dr.  Hlnman  thinks  she  is  stron^^  enough." 

Swain's  chair  creaked  as  he  swuntr  toward  me. 

"  No.  no!  "  he  whispereil.  angrily.  '*  Don't  elo 
that!      Spare  lur  that'  " 
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Hiir  T  \va\cd  hlni  :nv;iy,  for  it  was  his  honour  nnd 
wcltarc  I  (lad  to  consiticr.  not  Miss  Vaughan's 
con\cnicncc,  aiul  tunicxi  lo  Dr.  I  linman,  who  was 
c\i(i<!uly  striiLM'lin';  between  two  duties.  One 
was  ins  d;it_\'  lo  his  patient;  the  other  his  duty  to 
a  man  cruelly  threatened,  whom  his  patient's  tcsti- 
niony  mij^dit  sr.ve. 

"Well,  what  do  you  say,  doctor?"  asked  the 
coroner. 

"  Miss  X'au^han  is  no  douht  aMe  to  testify," 
said  the  doctor,  slowly.  "  but  I  should  like  to  spare 
her  as  much  as  possible.  Couldn't  her  ileposition 
be  taken  privately?  I  think  \ou  mentioned  some- 
thing of  the   sort.'' 

(iold!ier^er  looked  ar  mc. 

I  shall  be  satisfied."  I  said,  "  to  question  her 
in  the  presence  ot  Mr.  Ooldberifcr.  reser\inti:  the 
ri}2;ht  to   put  her  on   the   stand,   should    I    deem   it 


necessarv  to  do  so. 


\'ery  well,"  agreed  the  doctor.  "  T  will  pre- 
pare tier."  and  he  hurried  away  toward  the  house. 

Swam    \v:!s   ;.:rijipino:   my    arm   sava;i;ely. 

".See  here.  .Mi-.  Lester,"  he  said  in  mv  ear,  his 
voice  shakin^j;  with,  ant^^er.  "  I'm  irt  deadly  earnest 
about  this.  Take  Miss  Wui^^han's  deposition  if 
you  wish,  but  under  no  circumstances  shall  she  be 
hauled  before  this  crowd,  in  her  present  condition, 
and  compellcvl  to  testifv." 
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"Why  not?"'  1  a^kcJ.  siurpriscd  at  lus  \chc- 
rnciice. 

"  Because,  in  the  tirst  place,  her  tc^tliimny  can't 
help  iiic;  aiiii,  in  tiic  bci.c;ul  'pKiv-c.  I  wont  have 
her  t(H-iureii." 

"She  uoulun";  l^e  tnrtureJ." 

"  I.ooi-L  aroLiiui  at  these  reporters  aiui  these 
jihoto^I.raphers,  aiiil  then  tell  ine  she  wnuMji't  he 
tortured !  " 

"  I  low  do  you  know  her  evidence  won't  help 
you  ^  " 

"  I  low  ran  it  .'  " 

"It  uill   contirni   ynur  story." 

"Can  it  e\[dain  a\\a\   t:ie  titiLier-prints  ?  " 

At  tlie  words.  I  suddeidy  reali-ed  that  there 
was  one  'person  within  striking;  distance  ot  the 
/niinlerei!  man  who^e  prints  we  had  not  taken  — 
h.is  ilaui^hter.     Not  that  they  were  necessary     .     .     . 

Dr.  1  iinsnan  appeared  a'  the  ed^je  ot  the  la.wn 
.i.nd  beckoned.  As  I  ar^se  I'roin  ;n\'  ch;iir.  ^wain 
ij;a\e  my  a'-ni  a  last  saxajje  [irip. 

"  Remeinlier !  "'  he  said. 

iiut  I  kept  niy  lips  closed,.  ll"  Mis^  \'au;;!!an 
realty  loved  hiin,  and  could  help  him.  I  w.nild  m>r 
need   to   urt^e   her  to   the   standi 

CjoUlhcrirer  joined  ine  and  to^etiier  we  lollnwed 
Hiiur.ati  into  the  house  and  up  the  stai^^.  IL 
oncned  the  door  at  the  stairdicad,  waiteil  tor  us 
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f|>   precede    hiiii.    followeJ   us    into  the    n.oiTi.    and 
I  Idsed    the   donv   ^entl)  . 

Miss  \  aiiL;han  was  halt-s:ttin;j;.  half-reelinin^  in 
.1  hir.L!:e  chair.  I  lie  hhiuls  ueie  drawn  and  the 
room  in  scmi-^larkness,  hut  e\en  in  that  lij^ht  I 
cnuKl  see  how  changed  she  was  I'roni  the  j^irl  ot' 
\\!ioin  I  had  caught  a  idiinpse  two  tlays  hetore. 
I  ler  lace  was  deatl  white,  a*^  thou^'h  everv  drop  .if 
blood  had  been  drained  froni  i:  :  jier  eyes  were 
hea\y  a.ntl  piitteii,  as  trorii  inuc'i  \\eepin^^  and  it 
seemed  to  me  that  there  still  hn;.rered  in  their 
depths  a  shadow  ot"  horror  and  shrinkin;.r  tear. 

I  his    !s    Mr.    (joldher^aT,"    said    the    doctor, 
"  and  this  is   .Mr.   Lester."' 

She  inchncd  her  head  to  eacli  ot  u>,  ns  we 
took  tfic  chairs  the  doctor  ilrew  up.  and  I  fancied 
that  her  cheeks  Hushed  a  little  as  her  eves  met 
mine. 

I  have  exphilned  to  .Miss  \  auudian,"  the  doc- 
tor continueil,  "that  an  inquirv  is  :m  p'roLjress,  as 
the  h'.w  retjuires.  to  determir.e  tlie  nianner  of  her 
fat!ier's  tieath,  and  that  her  storv  of  what  liap- 
peiieii  that  ni^h*-  is  essential  to  't." 

"  It  will,  at  least,  be  a  ^rpeat  help  to  us,"  said 
(io!dberi:er  gently,  and  I  saw  how  deeply  the  j^irl's 
ilehcate  beauty  appealed  to  hini.  It  was  a  lieauty 
which  no  pallor  could  disguise,  and  ( loldhcrgcr's 
temperament   was  an   ii7ipressionabIe   one. 
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"  I  shall  be  -lad  to  1^11  \.>ii  all  1  kiniu/'  said 
Miss  N'au^han,  "' Init  1  tear  it  will  not  help  ><'u 
imich." 

"  Will  \nu  tell  US  something,  lirst.  o\  vour 
t'athcr's  mental  state?'"   1  suij;,L'ebted. 

••  Inr  nia.!n  \ear>.""  she  Ih-lm:!.  ""  tatlier  h.ul 
been  a  studeiii  of  in\stieisiii.  aiiJ  until  quite  re- 
centh  he  remained  merely  a  stuvient.  1  mean  In 
that  that  he  apfiroached  the  suhjea  with  ;i  detaehed 
niind  and  with  no  interest  in  it  except  a  scientific 

interest."" 

"  I     understand."     I     said.      "  .\nd     that     has 

chanp;cd  recently  .' 

'■  It  has  chanued  eojiipletelv  in  the  last  feu- 
months,  lie  became  :•  disciple,  a  cornert  anxious 
to  win  other  cotner. 

"  A   co,n\-ert   to    wh.a  .'  " 

"To   llinduism        to  the  worship  ot   Si\a.  " 

"  Tliat  is  the  cult  to  which   I  rar;    sco  SiKa  be- 

llMlgS?  "' 

"  '^'es;  lie  is  a  White   Priest  o!  Si\a.'" 

"  .\nd  this  chanue  in  your  father  lias  been  suite 

the  comini:  "f  this  man  r 
"  Yes." 

"Do  vou  know    anythin^  oi    him.-'" 
"Only  that  he  is  :i  \  erv  wonderful  man." 
"You  know  nothin,^  of  hi-  past  r  "" 

No. 


i'^2        I'lu:  cio\i:i)  HAND 


I);d   \')ur   tathc!"  wish   you  to  become   a  con- 
vtTt?  ■' 

'l  *  s.   he  (h'sirnl  ir  ihcpK." 
"  .\  l>i-i.;stcss  ol'  Siva,  I  hchcxc  it  Is  called?" 
1  cs. 

"■  AfiJ    the    \o;;i    also    (hsi'-cd    it?" 
'■  1  lo  l)chc\cti  it  'Aoulij  !h-  a  threat  destmy.      But 
he  urj^cd  it  op!\   fo;-  my  fathi-r's  sake." 

"  So  yon  dcttni'.iiicd  to  ajipca!  to  Mr.  Swain?  " 
1  he   colour  dcLpe.'ud    in    iier  checks   au;aiti. 
"  I   decided  to  ask  liis  ad\  ice,"  she  said. 

I'iease  tJl  us  wliat  happened  that  evenin"." 
"  Mr.  Swain  met  mc  at  the  arliour  in  the  cor- 
ner ol  (he  '^M-ounds,  as  I  had  askcti  him  to,  ami 
corninced  me  that  mv  father's  tniiid  had  s>ven 
\\av  under  his  ionir  study  of  tiie  occult.  We  de- 
citied  tha.t  he  should  he  placed  in  a  sanitarium 
where  he  could  ha\e  proper  attention,  and  Mr. 
Swam  was  to  make  die  necessary  arrant,'ements. 
All  I  w(  i;!d  liave  to  do  wiuild  he  to  si;^n  some 
papers.  \\.  e  were  jijst  sayin^;  ^ood-niu:ht,  when 
Jiiv  lather  appeareii  at  the  entrance  of  the  ar- 
bour." 

f  !i!s  was  about  niidnij^ht,  was  it  not'  " 
"  Ves." 

"  ^\  iiv  did  you  choose  that  !i"Uf   for  the  mcct- 
Inp;?  " 

"  Because  at  that  hour  mv  father  and  the  volm 
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uirc  always  cn,:;.i^cd  in  in\(;kin;j;  an  astral  bene- 
diction." 

!  '.\  en  I,  w  hn  knew  tlic  si^niiitancc  ot  the  words, 
caused  a  little  at  llie!M.  I  lie  doetor  and  CioUi- 
lier^er  were  iiopcle-.ly  at  sea.  .\!ter  all,  the 
\Mirds  were  a  x^ry  Liood  descriptiuPi  ol  the  \\eird 
t  eremony. 

"  Well,"  I  said,  ■'  and  after  y-mv  lather  ap- 
pearetl,   wliat  happened.'" 

'■  lie  was  \ery  exeitL'tl  atid  spoke  ti)  Mr.  Swawi 
In  a  most  \Iolent  manner.  .Mr.  Swain  attempted 
to  take  me  awav  t'l-om  him,  not  knowiriL:,  at  nrst, 
who  I*-  was  had  sei/e*.!  me;  but  I  pushed  him  back 
and  !rd  niv  t'ather  away  toward  the  house." 

"Did   .Mr.  Swain   toudi   your   lather:'" 

"  No;  1  was  between  tb.em  :d!  the  time.  I  was 
determined  that  they  should  not  touch  each  other. 
I  was  afraid,  if  they  came  togetlier,  that  some- 
thin(^  terrible  would   haj^pcn." 

Cioldlierger  Lilanced  at  me. 

"  SometI:in!j;  terrible  to  vour  father?  "  he  asked. 

"Oil.  no,"  she  answered,  (luickly;  "  Mr.  Swain 
n-ould  not  have  harmed  mv  father,  but  hither  did 
not  know  wtiat  he  was  doing  and  miglit  ha\  e 
h.armed  Mr.  Swam.'' 

It  was  my  turn  to  look   at  Goldberjrcr. 

"  .Iftcr  voii  left  the  arbour."  I  asked,  "  iliil  you 
see  Mr.  Swain  a<ra"n  '  " 
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"  No.   1  JiJ  not  sec  hiin  ntiain." 

"  \('U  nciir  j-traight  U)  the  house?  " 

""^es;    latiler    was   still    \cry    Molerit.      He    hai! 

i'crl^ij.ien  m.c  to  see  Mr.  Swain  ..r  to  write  to  hi:n. 

lie   liaii    taken   a   \iolem   ejishkc  to   hiiii." 
"  Do  you  know  why?  " 
"  K'i,"   and   she    thisheJ    a    httle.    hur    went   on 

I'lavely.      '    He    believed    tliat    Mr.    .Suain    wished 

to  marry  me." 

As.   in  fact,  he  did."  'I  commented. 

"Vcs;  or.  at  least,   he  liid  helnic  his  financial 

troubles  eame.  Alter  that,  he  ui-,heti  lo  uive  mc 
up. 

"Hut    you   reJused   to   be    ^iven   up?" 

"  "^  es."  she  said,  ami  i.M.kcd  .i;  mc  uitli  eves 
beautitullv  radiant.      "  I   refusrd  to  be  ^iven  up.- 

1  lelt  that  I  wa>:  rusijin^  in  uhire  an.Ljels  would 
hesitate  to  enter,  and  beat  a  hastv  retreat. 

"  Was  your  father  .dwa\s  ..pposcd  to  \()ur  mar- 
riage?" 1  asked. 

*'  No;  he  has  nanted  me  to  wait  until  1  was  ot" 
n^e;  hut  he  never  ahsolutdy  lorbade  it  until  a  few 
"""iths  ajro.  It  was  at  the  time  he  first  tried  to 
persuade  nie  to  hcconu:  a  convert   to  Hinduism." 

"  XMiat  occurred  after  you  and  \our  lather 
reached  the  house?  " 

"  r,-'  -.vas  very  angry,  and  demanded  that 
1  pnunisc  never  to  see  Mr.  Su.iin  a.^ain.      When 
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■■  \('u  biaii  heard  no  one  in  th-'  hall  at  all?"  i 
asked. 

\'o,  1  had  licard  no  tine.  Rut  I  reiium'ar.  .- 
I  startevi  dov,  n  the  stairs,  a  curious  leehn^^  o|  drei  1 
sci/ed  me.  It  was  so  >tronj^  that  1  stood  lor 
some  moments  on  the  fop  ^tep  lu-tore  I  enuK! 
muster  coura^t•  to  ^'o  down.  M  last,  1  dstl  ,40 
down   and       and    found   tny    fathcrl" 

She  stopjied.  her  hands  <n  cr  her  eyes,  a>  thou  -h 
tf  shut  aw.iy  the  remcmbranee  ol  that  dreadlul 
"-hrjit. 

"  II,i\e  you  strength  to  tell  me  just  wiiat  hap- 
pened.  .Miss  Vaiighan?  "   I  a^ked  ^ent!\. 

She  controlled  hcrselt  wit!i  an  ettort  and  took 
lier  hands  from  b.er  face. 

"  Yes,"  she  said;  "  I  can  tell  \ou.      I  remember 
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that  I  stood  tor  a  moment  n;  the  door,  looking 
ahout  thr  room,  for  at  the  first  glance  I  thought 
there  w.is  no  one  tlieie.  I  tiiou;,rht,  lor  an  instant, 
tliat  fatiier  had  -one  into  the  grounds,  for  the 
ni>-rain  at  tlie  other  door  was  trernliling  a  little,  as 
tliouL;h  someone  had   'Mst  passed." 

"  Ah!  "  I  said,  anil  looked  at  Cioldhergcr. 

"  Ft  nn-ht  h.a\e  been  merely  tfic  brec/.c,  niiglit 
it  not?  "  he  askeii. 

"  1  Mi;>pose  so.  'f!ie  next  instant  I  saw  ,r,v  fatlier 
liiiddled  forward  in  his  iliair.  I  was  su:  -he  had 
fiad  a  seizure  of  sr.me  sort;  [  ran  i.,  lim,  and 
raised  his  head. 

Again  she  stopped,  lier  eyes  covered,  and  a 
sl'AV  sliudder  shook  h,y  fro-,,  head  to  foot.  I 
couKl  guess  wliat  a  sh(.ek  the  sight  of  that  hor- 
'•ihlc  face  had  heen  '. 

"  1  do  not  rememlier  anything  more,"  she  added, 
in  a  whisper. 

lor  a  moment,  we  al!  .at  siKnt.  The  onlv  por- 
tion oi  her  e\idencc  which  could  in  anv  wav  help 
Swain  ^vas  her  discovery  of  the  swaying  curtain, 
■ukI  even  that,  as  (ioldhcrger  fiad  m'^tci]  out, 
niight  easily  mean  nothing. 

"NIiss  Vaiighan.  •  1  aid.  at  last,  "how  hmg 
a  time  elapsed  from  the  moment  vnu  left  \our 
father  in  the  library  until  you  fmind  him?  " 

"  I  lion't  know.      Perhaps  fifteen  minutes." 


THI-:    GLOVFiD    II.\M) 


■n 


"  Was  lie  quite  dead  when  yen  louiid  hini  .-^  " 

"  Yes,    I  —  I    think   so." 

"  ihen,"'  I  said  t.)  ( loKll-ierLjer,  "  t!ie  niurdcr 
must  ha\e  heen  eo:nin;ited  \ery  buoa  alter  Miss 
N'auj^fhan  eaine  upstair^."" 

"Yes,"'  agreed  ( i(j!dner;^er,  in  a  V^w  tone, 
"  aiKl  by  s<)rneh()d\  ulio  ^anie  in  trum  the  i;;r()und>, 
since  she  met  no  one  in  the  hall  and  heard  no 
one." 

Miss  \'aii^Iiaii  leaned  toward  hini,  her  iia'id-> 
elaspinjf  and  unclaspmi;. 

"  Do  vou  kriiiw  who  it  wa^ .' "  shie  ^a^ped. 
"Have  \ou   found  out  who  it  was.'" 

"  We  sus|)ect  who  it  was."  answered  Cioldlier^^ei" 
^rav  ely. 

"   lell  nie."  slie  beLian. 

"  Wait  a  niinute.  Miss  \'riu;^fhan,"  1  broke  in. 
"lell  me,  first  did  \ou  b.ea;"  .iiuor.e  tt)Ilo\ving 
\ou  across  the  ^.irdeii  .' 

"  'Ws,"  she  aniwcriii  thou;,i!ittul!\  ;  'once  or 
twice  I  taiuied  that  someone  was  tollowin^  u.^. 
ft  seemed  to  me  I  heard  .1  step,  but  when  I  looked 
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'■  Did  that  fact  make  you  uneas\  "'  '* 

"  \o,"  she  sail),  wit!i  n  lit'lc  sini:  I  ?!ioiitj:!ir 

It  was  Mr.  Swain." 

I   saw  Cjoldbergcr's  sudden  movement.      I   my- 

V  if  could  not  repress  a  little  shudder. 
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"  Vnu  thouj^ht  ti'.ai  UMuki  he  the  natural  thing 
tor  Mr.  Swain  to  de,  tlul  _\,,u  not?'  the  coruncr 
mijuirctl. 

'■"ies  !  thnu-ht  lie  niiL^ht  wish  to  see  me 
sate."  I  hen  .-.he  stoj-poJ.  K-uiin^'  lorwarj  in  her 
chair  ami  starini,^  tir.>t  at  (.oldherfrer  and  then  at 
nie.  "What  is  it?"  she  whispered,  lier  hands 
against  her  heart.  "Oh.  uhat  is  it?  Vou  don't 
mean  \ou  can't  mean-  oli.  tell  nie !  L  isn't 
Vr^jil  you  suspeetl       It  can't  he   Fred!  " 

It  was  Mr.  I  Imrnan  who  laid  a  gentle  and  (|uiet- 
ing  hantl  upon  her  diouldcr,  and  it  was  his  gra\e 
voice  whieh  answered  he: 

"  "^  es,'  he  said.  "  ther  .  >  some  things  whiJi 
seem  lo  implicate  Mr.  Swain:  hut  hoth  Mr.  Lester 
and  I  are  certain  he  iMi't  guilty.  We're  g'Mng  to 
pro\e  it  I  " 

She  looked  up  ;U   hini  with,  a  gratef'ul   srtiile. 

"  Thank  you!  "  she  gasped.  "  1  uait  a  mo- 
ment -  !  was  silK  to  give  way  so.  Ot'  eourse 
vou  uil!  prose  it!  It's  a'D^urd!  "  \,ul  then  she 
stoppid  and  looked  .i<  (.oidlierger.  "  Do  x<)u  he- 
licve  it?  "  she  demanded. 

(ioldhirger   tliislied   a  little  under  her  ga/e. 

"  I  don't  know  what  to  helievc.  Miss  X'aughan,'' 
he  said.      "  I'm  se;irching  for  the  truth." 

"So  arc  we  dl."  I  -aivl.  "  {  am  counsel  for 
Mr.  Swain,  Miss   \aughan.  and   I  have  come  to 
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\nii.   Imping  tli.it   your  story  wmild   help  to  clcai- 
111'))." 

'  '  )h,   I  wish  it  ini^Iit '  "  she  iricd. 
'i  ou    know    Mi-.    Suain    ^ut    hi.>    wrist:    as    lie 
.  i;iic  o\'cr  the  wali  :!Kit  iii^htr" 

"'^cs,  he  toki  inc.  lie  didn't  know  it  was 
b.leedinLj.  at  first:  then  he  I'clt  the  blood  on  liis 
hand,    and    I    wrapped    his   wrist    in    niv    iLiiidkcr- 

.hiLt"." 

■'  W'.is  It  this  liandkerchi...  ;  ..^..^v,  (.luKl- 
:>cr^vr.  and  took  i  rem  his  pock.'f  'he  hln,  id-<t  lirird 
>quart;  and  handed  it  to  licr. 

She  took  it  with  a  little  shiver,  looked  at  it.  and 
I'assed  it  hack  in  I.::;.. 

Ves,"  slie  said;  "  that  is  it." 

I  hen  s!ie  sat  upright,  her  clenched  hands  against 
her  i^reast.  staring  at  us  with  starting  eyes. 

I  renieinher  nnw!"  she  gasped.  '  I  rcniein- 
h'-r  nov.  I  I  <i\',  ';  a  blotch  of  rcil  —  \\\nu,  on 
the  floor  beside  niy  I'ather's  chair!  Iluv  tjid  it 
'_:et  there.  Mr.  Lester?  I  lad  he  beefi  there? 
Did  Ii.:  foll<  w  us?  "  She  sto|;[)ed  again,  as  she  saw 
the  look  in  rioKiberger's  eves,  antl  then  the  look  in 
mine.  With  a  long,  indrawn  breath  ot  horror, 
^he  cowered  back  into  the  chair,  shaking  from  head 
to  foot.  "Oh.  what  ha\-c  I  done!  "  she  moanetl. 
What  }ia\  e  I  done  ! 

There  I  luld  be  no  question  as  to  what  she  hail 
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done,  I  toKl  -11} self,  iMttcrly:  she  liud  aJ.lc  1  an- 
otiKr  link  to  liic  chain  of  evidence  a'-iut  her  h.vcr. 
I  toultl  sec  the  same  thought  in  the  sardonic  i:;a/.e 
Mhich  ( )(.'ldher{j;ci-  turned  upon  ine;  Init  iKforc 
either  of  us  could  say  a  word,  the  doctor,  with  a 
peremptory  gesture,  had  driven  us  from  the  room. 
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Tin.  VI, RDK  r 

(lOLDBERGKR  [niuscJ  at  the  stair-head  and  looked 
at  nie,  an  ironical  li.uht  in  tiis  eyes.  1  knew  he 
suspected  tiiat  Mis;?  \  auf^han's  story  of  the  hand- 
kerchief was  no  great  surprise  to  me. 

"  Weii,"  he  asked,  "  will  \ou  wish  to  put  her 
on  the  stand?  " 

I  shook  niy  head  and  startetl  down  the  stairs, 
for  I  was  tar  t  roni  desiring  an  argument  just  then, 
but  he  st(jp[ied  me  with  a  hand  upon  the  slee\e. 

"  ^ Ou  realise,  Mr.  Lester,"  he  said,  more  seri- 
ously, "  that  it  is  plainly  my  duty  t(j  cause  Swain's 
arrest?  " 

"  Yes,"  I  assented.  "  I  realise  that.  Under 
the  circumstances,  you  can  d(T  nothing  else." 

He  nodded,  and  we  went  downstairs  together. 
I  saw  Swain's  eager  eyes  upon  us  as  we  came  out 
upon  the  lawn,  and  his  lips  were  at  my  ear  the  in- 
stant I  had  taken  my  seat. 

"Weil?"  he  whispered. 

"  She  cannot  help  you,"  I  said.  I  did  not  think 
It  necessary  to  say  how  deeply  she  would  hurt  him 
when  her  testimony  was  called  for  in  open  court, 
as,  of  course,  it  would  he. 
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"And   you   won't  put   her  on  t!ic   :,ta;Kl?" 
"  No,"    1   answered,  and   he  sank  oiuk  with  a 

s:f;h  ot  rehel.      'J  hen  sonietliing  in  my  face  scJMu-d 

to   catJi    his   eye,    for   he   leaiud    forward   ag.i-a. 

"  Vou  don't  mean  that  she  helieves  I  did  it!  "  he 

dcmami.d  iitiarselv. 

"  ^^'''  •'"'•'    J  hastened  to  assure  him;  "  she  -•-, 
su.!:  an  a.Tusation  is  ahsurii;  she  was  <,M-eat!v  over- 
come  when   '-he   learned  that  )ou   were   even  sus- 
pected; she  said.      .      .      ." 

But  tiie  coroner  rapped   for  order. 

"Ihue    you    any   other   evidence   to    introduce, 
Mr.   Lester:   '  he  asked. 

"No.  \>nn-  i  lonour,"  I  answcretl,  and  I  saw 
the  cloud  oi  disappointment  which  fell  upon  the 
iaces  ot  reporters  and  photot:rap!iers.  To  have 
been  able  to  feature  .Miss  Wiu^lian  would  have 
meant  an  extra  column.  I  coukl  ako  see,  from 
the  e\p.re^Mon  on  the  faces  ot  the  iur\,  that  my 
fadure  to  pit  iier  on  the  stand  math  an  unfavour- 
able impression.  There  was,  indeed,  onlv  one 
intcrenee  to  ilraw  from  it. 

GoIdberL-er  turned  aside  for  a  few  \vord,s  with 
the  prosecutor,  and  I  suspccteti  that  ho  was  tcll- 
iiiLT  him  of  Miss  \'aughan's  tllscoverv  of  the  hh^od- 
stamed.  handkerchief;  but  there  was  no  way  to 
^et  (he  sforv  liefore  the  hiry  w'diout  calling  her. 
J  hey  seemed  to  ai,,ee,  at  last,   ti)at  tliev  havl  evi- 
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dcncc  cnouj^rh,  (or  the  jury  was  instrucad  to  [)rc- 
{•arc  Its  verdict.  Its  members  withdrew  a  httle 
distance  under  the  trees,  and  gathered  into  a  group 
to  talk  it  t)ver. 

I  watched  them  for  a  moment,  and  then  I 
turned  to  Swain, 

"  I  su|ipose  you  know,"  I  said,  "  that  tiiev're 
certain  to  iiiid  a^^ainst  yciu?  l^eii  If  they  ii<jn't, 
the  (hstnct  attorney  will  cause  yuur  arrest  right 
away." 

I  Je  nodded. 

"  I'm  not  worrying:  about  that.  I'm  worryinj^ 
about  Miss  V'aughan.  You  won't  lurget  y.>ur 
promise?  " 

.\C). 

"  She'll  have  no  one  but  you,"  he  went  on 
rapidly.      "  Neitlier    will    II      You    mustn't     fail 
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"  I  shan't,"  I  promisetl.  "  But  you'd  better 
think  about  yourself  a  little,  Swain." 

"  Plenty  of  time  for  that  when  I'm  sure  that 
Marjorie's  safe.  The  minute  you  tell  r^e  she's 
at  the  Royces',  I'll  begin  to  think  about  myself. 
I'm  not  afraiil.  I  didn't  kill  tiiat  man.  No  jury 
would  coruiet  me." 

I  migiu  ha\L  toll!  him  that  con\ietions  arc 
iouiideil  on  evid.TKe.  and  di.it  the  i.\iiicnie  in  this 
case   was  CLitainK-   against    liitn.    but    1    thought    it 
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I'cttcr  to  lu.Kl  my  peace.  The  niorc  onhJcnt  he 
uas,  the  less  irks,„„e  he  uuuld  liiui  imprisonment. 
So  I  sat  silent  until  the  members  of  the  jury  filed 
lack  Into  tfieir  phices. 

"Have    ycu    reached    a    verdict,    i-entlemcn?  " 
tlie  a.roner  asked,  after  his  elerk  had  polled  them. 
*'  'i  cs,    Vour   I  lonour,"   the    foreman   answered. 
"  What  Is  the  \erdlct?  " 

The  foreman  held  out  a  folded  paper  to  the 
clerk,  wlio  took  it.  opened  It.  anti  reau: 

"We,  the  jury  In  the  inquest  held  th^s  thir- 
recntii  day  of  June,  ir^oS,  Into  th.e  death  of  one 
Worthnmton  \au,uhan.  residing'  In  the  Horou-^h 
"t  the  Uronx.  City  of  \eu-  Vnrk,  do  find  that  the 
cle.eased  came  to  his  death  !n'  strangulation  at 
t:;e  fiands  of  one  iM-ederle  Swain." 

"lere  was  an  Instant's  silence,  and  then  Gold- 
I'ertrer  turned  to  the  jury. 

"Is  this  your  verdict,  gentlemen:'"  he  asked 
qniotly;  and  each  juryman  replied  in  the  atHrma- 
tivc  as  his  name  was  called.  '•  I  thank  you  for 
vour  services,"  (.oldherger  added,  directed  his 
clerk  to  give  them  their  vouchers  on  the  city  treas- 
urer, and  tiismissed  them. 

Sinunonds    and    the    assistant    district    attorney 
came    toward    u.,    and    I    arose    to    meet    them 
^^v:,;n  ^ot   up.  also,   and  when   I  glanced  at  him  I 
>.i\\    that    he   was   smilinL^ 
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I  don't  kii"w  whctluT  vnu  ha\c  nut  Mr.  I'jI.iki.. 
Mr.  [.(.stcr."  said  SiriKiionds,  :uul  tlic  pro'-ccutDr 
anil  I  sfiodk  Fiancls.  I  intrnduccd  him  I' '  .Swain,  but 
Swain  did  not  ciTcr  li:s  Iniid. 

1    Mipjiosc   you've  conic  to  take  nic   aloni,^?  "" 
he  said,  flic  smile  st'll  on  his  lips. 
I'm  at  ra:d  \\  c  ii  lia\o  to." 
Would  Inid  ho  considL-rid.  ?  "'   I   asked. 
I'm   afraid  not."   and    Blake   slii  tk   his   heail. 
It  isn't  a  hailalile  oftence." 

I  knew,  of  course,  that  he  was  ri;j;}n  and  tb.it 
!t  was  ot  no  u^  to  ar^^iie  o--  protest.  Swain 
turned  ro  me  i\nd  held  out  his  hand. 

"   Then     f'll     >a\     Li;ood-hye.     .Mr.     Lester,"     he 
said.      "  I'll    hope   to  see  \ou    .Momhiy." 
"  ^'ou  shall."  1  p.romised. 
"  .Ami  u 'lh  ^;!od  newv."  he  addetl. 
"  "^'es  —  and   with   L;ood   news." 

Can  we  ^:\\:  \uu  a  litt.'  "  Blake  asked. 
"  No."  I  said,  "  thank  you;  Init  I'm  sta\intr  <iut 
here  for  the  present." 

I  watched  them  as  they  climhed.  into  a  car  - 
Cjoldherf^a-r,  Blake,  Simmonds  and  Swain;  I  sau- 
tile  latter  take  one  last  look  ar  the  house;  then 
lie  waxed  to  me,  a^  the  ear  turned  into  the  hiL,'h- 
rcnd  —  at  lea>^t.  he  wis  taking  it  !ira\'elyl  I  he 
coroner's  assistants  climbed  into  a  second  car.  and 
the  four  or  ti\e  policemen  into  a  third.       1  hen  the 
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reporters  and  piioro^raplicis  piled  into  the  others, 
the  (lw  stra^;^rlcrs  who  had  straj^^ded  in  strafrtrled 
on  a^'ain,  and  in  li\  ,■  minutes  th-  place  was  de- 
serted. .\s  1  h)oked  around.  !  was  surprised  to 
see  thit  even  Codt'rey  had  dei)art(d.  '("here  was 
soinethin«r  depressinj^r  about  tlie  junihle  of  chairs 
and  tables,  the  Htter  of  paper  on  the  ^rass — 
soniethin;^r  s.-rdid,  as  of  a  baiKjuet-hall  deserted  by 
the  (hners. 

1  turnet]  away  and  started  for  the  ,£^ate:  and 
then,  suddenly,  I  wonderi'  1  who  was  in  cliarL^e  of 
tiie  iiouse.  Who  would  u:i\e  orders  to  clear  awav 
this  htter.-'  Who  would  arrange  for  the  funeral 
on  the  morrow:-'  Hnw  ouKl  Miss  \'au^rhan  do 
it,  dl  as  she  was?  With  .juick  reM)lutinii,  I  turncil 
back  toward  the  house.  As  I  did  so.  I  was  sur- 
prised to  see  a  man  appear  at  the  edi^e  of  the 
lawn  and  run  to^'■,,•,]  ^e       ft  was  I  tinman. 

"  I     was     afr.iid     I'd     missed     \ou,"     he     said. 
■  Miss    X'au.uhan    wishes    to    see    \()u.      She's    all 
alone  here  and  neeiis  some  help." 

"  IM  thouL^in  of  that."  I  said.  "  I  was  just 
conn:iLr  to  (ifier  it.      Is  she  better?" 

"  K-s,  much  better.  I  think  she  has  realised 
the  necessity  of  co(i(]uerin:^r  her  ner\  e^.  (  )f  course. 
we  must  still  be  careful." 

I  notlded.  and  followeii  him  into  the  house. 
1  hen  I  stopped  in  astonishment,  for  Miss  \'au:];han 
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was  sitting  in  a  chair  in  the  library.  S!^.c  rose  ^is 
I  entered,  came  a  step  toward  ine  and  held  out  her 
iiand. 

"  You  must  not  think  too  had'v  of  me.  Mr. 
Lester,"  she  said.  "  1  non't  ^i\e  way  a^ain,  I 
promise  you." 

"  You  ha\e  li;id  :i  ^rent  deal  to  hear."  I  p'o- 
tested,  taking  her  hand  in  mine.  "  I  think  you 
ha\e  been  \ery  hr.u  e.  I  only  hope  t!ia':  I  can  he 
of  soinc  serxice  to  yov." 

"  Thaiik  von.      I  am  sure  you  can.      Let  us 
sit  down,  for  we  must  ha\e  (]uiie  a  talk.      Or.  I  lin- 
man  tells  me  that  1   shall  need  a  lawyer." 

"  Undoubtedly,"  I  assented.  "  Your  father's 
estate  will  have  to  be  settled,  and  that  can  on'v 
be  done  in  the  court  .  Besides,  in  the  eyes  ot  the 
l.iw,  you  are  still   a  minor." 

"  Will  you  be  my  lawyer.  Mr.  Lester?  " 

"  't  wiM  '^e  a  p;reat  pri\-ilei];e,"  1  answered. 

"  Thcii  wo  will  consider  that  settLil  .^  " 

"  Yes."  I  agreed,  "  we  will  consiih'r  that 
settled." 

"  But  it  is  not  business  1  wish  to  discuss  to-day." 
she  went  r,:i.  quicklv.  "  Tliere  are  other  things 
more  urgent.  First.  I  wi*«li  to  'j;et  acquainted  with 
ynu.  Have  vo"  not  womkred.  Mr.  Lester,  whv 
it  was  that   1   chose  vou  to  deliver  my  letter  .■'" 

"  I    suppose    it   was   because   there   was  no   one 
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else,  '  f  answered,  iuokinu  at  her  in  some  astonish- 
ment for  the  way  she  was  ratrhnjr  on.  Tiie  colour 
was  coming  and  going  in  her  cheeks  and  her  eyes 
were  very  bright.  I  wondered  if  she  had  escaped 
I)rain  fever,  after  all. 

"  No,"  she  said,  sniiliiig  audaciously,  •  it  was 
because  I  liked  your  face—  I  knew  you  could  be 
trusted.  Of  course,  for  a  niotiicnr  I  was  startled 
at  seemg  you  looking  down  at  me  from  a  tree.  I 
^vondered  afterwards  how  you  came  to  be  there." 
"  Just  idle  curiosity,"  I  managed  to  stammer, 
my  face  very  hot.  "  1  am  sorry  if  I  annoyed 
vdu." 

"  Oh,  but  it  was  most  fortunate,"  she  protested; 
'■  Mul  a  great  coincidence,  too.  that  you  should  be 
Mr.  Swain's  employer,  and  able  to  get  hoKl  of  him 
at  once." 

"  It  didn't  do   much  good."    I    said,   gloomily; 
■  atiil  it  has  Ludcd  in  putting  Swain  in  jail." 

1  happened  to  glance  at  her  hands,  fr)Ided  in 
ficr  l;ip.  and  saw  that  they  were  fairly  biting  into 
each  other. 

"  In  jail!"  -^lu-  whisj-crod,  and  now  tluiL  uas 
no  colour  in  her  face. 

"  l''>rui\e  me.   Miss  \'augh,in."   I  saiil.  hastily. 
I  hat  was  brutal.      I   ,'orgot  vou  (iidn*t  know." 
Tell   nicl"  she   panted.      "'  I  lij   rne !      I   can 
stand  It  !      Oil,  \,hi  toolish  man,  didn't  vou  sec 
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I    was  tr\iiiu  to   ncrw  iT-,ysclt'  —  I   was  trvintj  to 
iind  (JUL 

I  cauf^lit  the  hanJs  that  were  bruising  thcm- 
sfhc's  ai^ainst  each  other  and  held  them  fast. 

"  Miss  X'aughan,"  I  saiil.  "  listen  to  me  and  be- 
lieve that  I  am  telling  you  the  whole  truth.  I  lie 
coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  Swain  was 
guilty  of  your  father's  death.  As  tlic  result  ot 
that  \  erdict,  he  has  been  taken  to  the  Tomb-.  Hm 
tla  lav-t  udrtis  lie  said  to  me  befoie  the  otJicers 
rook  him  a\va\  were  that  he  was  innocent,  and  that 
lie  had  no  fear." 

"  Surely."  she  assented,  eagerly,  "  he  should 
ha\e  no  fear.  Hut  to  think  of  him  in  prison  - 
it  tears  jiiy  heart  I  " 

"Don't  think  of  it  that  way!"  I  protested. 
"  I  le  IS  bearing  it  bra\e!v  —  when  I  s  iw  him  la'«t, 
he   was  smiling." 

Milt  rhi    stain  —  the  disgrace." 
I  here  will  be  none;  he  shall  be  freed  without 
stain  —  I  will  see  to  that." 

"  Hut  I  tannot  understand,"  she  said,  "  how  the 
ofruers  of  the  law  could  blunder  so." 

Ml  ot  the  evidence  against  him."  I  said,  "was 
purely  circumstatitial,  except  i-i  one  particular. 
1  le  was  in  the  grounds  at  t!ie  time  the  murder  was 
committed;  vnur  father  hai!  (]uarrcl!ed  witli  him. 
and  it  was  possil^lc  that  he  IkuI  foUovwd  \ou  arul 
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your  fatlar  to  the  house,  perhaps  not  knowing 
dearly  what  he  was  (ioi^{.,^  and  tiiat  another  quur 
rcl  had  occurred.  Hut  tiuu  amounted  to  noth- 
int;.  'i  ounu;  men  hke  Swain,  even  when  half-un- 
conscious, don't  murder  old  men  hy  stran;^lintr 
rhctn  with  a  jiiecc  of  curtain-cord.  lo  suppose 
t.iat  Swain  (':d  so  would  he  ahsurd.  hut  for  one 
thin;.;       „,,,  for  two  things." 

"  What  are  thev?  "  she  dcinande<l. 

"  Hne  is  thir  tlie  Iiandkcrchicf  which  you  had 
tied  ahout  liis  wrist  was  fount!  hcsidc  your  father's 
chair — hut  it  was  not  liv^^n  that  the  jury  nude 
its  tindinij." 

"  \\  hat   w.is   it.   then?  " 

"  It  uas  tins:  Swam  swore  positively  that  at 
no  time  durin.^r  t!ie  evening  had  he  touched  vour 
father." 

"  K's.  yes;  and  tliat  was  true,  lie  ..mid  not 
lia\e   touched    hir:]." 

'And  \et,"  I  went  on  slowlv.  "prints  of 
Swain's  hhxul-staiiied  lingers  were  foutid  on  your 
father's  rohc." 

"  Hut,"  she  ga>jied,  [nilling  her  hands  awav 
fron  nie  and  wringing  them  together.  "  how  could 
that   \k'^      That  is  impossihic!  " 

"  I  should  think  so.  too,"  I  agreed.  Mi  h.id 
not  seen  fh.-  prints  with  mv  own  eyes." 

"  ^  ou  are  sure  the\   Uere  lus     -  vou  are  sure?  '" 
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"  I    ;im   afraid   there  can   he   dnuht  of   if. 
I  toKl  her  how  Syhester  had  proved  it. 

She  HstciK'd  motionless,  mute,  searce-breathini?, 
-.earchinj,'  my  face  with  distended  eyes.  Then,  sud- 
vlcnly,  her  tace  c!ian;,'cd,  she  rose  from  her  chair, 
Heu  across  the  room,  ojk ned  a  bookcase  and  jniUed 
out  a  bulky  \olume  bound  in  xelhim.  She  turned 
the  patics  rapidly.  ,!;i\inij;  each  of  them  onK  .i 
jhmce.  .'•'uddenly  she  stopped,  ,ind  stared  at  a 
pat^c,  her  face  hv'd. 

"  What  is  it:  "  I  asked,  and  hastened  to  her. 
It  IS  the  bonk  of  tuiger-iirlnts,"  she  gasped. 
'  .\  great  many-— oh.  a  j^^reat  rnany     -  my  fatiier 
collected    and    "Studied    thej       ''or    years.      He    be- 
lie\eil  —  I  ilo  not  know  \\h;.     he  believed." 

She  j-iaused.  struggling  for  breath. 

'•  Well,"  I  said;  "what  the?" 
Mr.  Swain's  was  among  ttiem."  she  went  on, 
in  the  merest  whi'-per.  "  1  hey  were  here  — 
page  two  hundreil  and  thirty  — sec.  there  is  an 
index  —  'Swain.  I.,  pige  two  hundred  ami 
thirty.'" 

She  pointed  at  the  entry  with  a  shaking  linger. 

"  Well."    I   said  again,   striving  to  understand, 

wliat  of  it  ?  " 

"Look  I"  she  uhisiH-red,  hojiling  the  hook  to- 
ward me,  "  that  page  is  no  longer  there!  It  has 
been  torn  out !  " 


-'2         rnr  c;].n\]  n  ii  \\n 

I  hen.  with  a  convulsive  sluidder,  she  closcti  the 
hook,   thrust  it  1  into  its  phue,   and  r-.r,  mn^c^ 

lessly  to  the  tloor  leading  to  the  hall.      Slie  swept 
hack  the  curtain  and  looked  out. 

'■^>h.  Is  it  you,  Annie?"  she  said,  and  1  -,:i  v 
1  -  Irish  maid  standlni^r  just  outside.  ■'  j  was 
about  to  call  you.  Please  tell  1  knry  lo  brink' 
Hiose  tables  and  chairs  in  from  the  lawn." 

"  Vcs,  ma'am,"  said  the  ^^rl.  and  turned  away. 

Miss   Vautrhan   stood   looking   after   :,er    for   a 

nioment.  then  dropped  the  curtain  and  turned  !n.ck 

again  l;.to  the  ro.mi.       I  saw  that  she  had  maste-vd 

her  emotinn,  hut  lier  face  was  still  dead  white. 

.\s  for  me,  my  br.iin  was  uhirling.  What  if 
Swain's  finger-prints  wr/v  missing  fn.m  the  book  :■- 
What  connection  couhl  that  ha\e  with  the  bhnni- 
stains  on  the  rohe?  What  was  the  meaning  »( 
Miss  \'aughan's  emoti.m?  Who  was  it  she  had 
expected  to  find  listening  at  t!ie  door?  I  couKi 
"nly  stare  at  her,  and  die  smiled  slightly  as  she 
saw  niv  |(,()k. 

"  '^"f   wliaf    -.     •    •.,    ,,   Mispca; 

I   ilon't   sve. 

"  Neither  do  I,'"  ^j,,.  hn,ke  in. 
'ns:  to  see  1  .un  lr\'n<:  to  s.-e  ' 
lior  hands  together. 

"  The  disappearance  of  the  pr'nt.  seetns  phun 


I    stammered. 

I'lit  I  din  tr\- 
'id  she  wrung 


enough    to   me."   said    I  lin 


ni.m,    loining    ffiruard. 
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"Mr.  \auj.,'!iaii  mi  doubt  tore  tiicni  out  hiiiisci;. 
when  he  took  liis  \ioIent  dislike  to  Swain.  The 
aet  \V(niKl  lie  cliaraLteristie  ni  a  certain  I'onii  ot 
mama.  Nt)liociy  eke  wouKi  ha\c  anv  moti\e  for 
destroying  them;  in  fact,  no  one  else  would  dare 
mutilate  a  hook  he  }'ri/ed  S(-  lii;,'!]ly." 

Miss  \aughan  seemed  to  hrcathe  more  freely, 
hut  her  mtent  'nwaid  lo<.k  All  not   relax. 

At  least  that  is  an  e.\['lanation,"   I   a^^reed. 

"  It  IS  the  true  exiilanatlop,,"'  said  1  Jinman.  con- 
fidently. "Cm  you  suggest  any  otlier.  .Miss 
\ aughan  ?  " 

"  No,"  she  said,  slowlv;  "  no,"  and  waiketl  once 
«ir  tuitc  up  and  down  the  room.  Then  she 
seemed  to  put  the  suhint  awav  frorji  her.  "  .\t 
any  rate,  it  is  ot  no  importance.  I  wish  to  s})eak 
to  you  about  my  tather's  funeral.  Dr.  I  linman." 
--he  went  .n,  in  another  tone.  "  It  is  to  be  to- 
snorrou  .'  " 

"  ^  e-s  —  at  ele\en  o'clock.  I  ha\e  maile  such 
arrangements  as  I  could  without  consulting  you. 
But  there  are  some  things  you  will  lu\e  Ui  tell 
me. 

"What  arc  they?" 
Do  you  desire  a  minister?  " 

"No.      lie  woulil  not  have  wished  it.      If  there 
i-'  any  |iriest,   it  will  he  his  own." 
Vou  tTiean  the  \og:  ?  " 
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J  cs. 

"Are  rhci-c   :iny   relatives   to   inform?" 
'•  No." 

"  W'liere  shall   tile   IioiK    !,(_■  hurieJ?" 

'    It   must  not  he  hurieJ.      it  Diiist  he  j^iveri   i« 

tile   Haines.       I  nat  was  his   wish."' 

"  Very    well.       I     will     arrange     ior    vre!nati>Mi. 

Will  you   '.visii  to  aeeo;n})an\    it?" 

"  No,  no!  "  she  criej,  with  a  ^^esture  oT  repu^^- 
nance. 

"  Ihat  is  all.  then.  I  helie\i."  said  I  lininan 
slowly.  "  \'ul  i;.iw  1  must  he  ;^oin«r.  I  b^.g  y^u 
not   [o  overtax  Noursell," 

"  1  siiall  IK,.',"  she  })roiniseJ,  anil  he  howeJ  aiui 
left  us. 

1  iie  afternoon  was  faJinjr  into  evening',  ami 
the  shadows  were  deepening;  in  the  rocm.  ] 
^l.uued  about  me  with  a  lit;!e  feeling  of  appre- 
hension. 

I  he    rnirses   are  still    here,    are   tliey   not?"    I 
asktd. 

"  "kes;  lujt   1   shall  dismiss  them  to-morrow." 

I  hesitated  a  moment.      I  did  not  wish  to  alarm 
her,    and    yet.      .      .      . 

"  Alter   they   are   uone,    it   will   he    rather  lone- 
some  lor  you   luTe,"    I   \  entured. 

1    aiii    i/sed    to   hein^!:   lonesome." 

"My    partner's    wife,    Mrs.     R.)vee.    would    be 
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very  p;Iad  if  you  wouKl  conic  to  her."  I  said.      "  I 
have  a  Ictrcr  from  her,"  and  I   L^ave  it  to  lier. 

She  stood  considerinrr  it  uith  a  httle  pucker  of 
perplexity  hetween  he;  browb.  She  did  not  at- 
tem[)t  to  open  it. 

"  Sh.e  is  \ery  kind,"  ;,he  nnirmurcd,  and  her 
tone  surpi-iseii  and  lii^iappointed  me. 

■"May   I    see  you   to-niorro\v  ?  " 
It   you  wisli." 

I  shall  eoriie  some  time  durin;^  the  afternoon." 
I   saiil.   and  took  u[)  my  hat.      "'  I'herc  is  notiiin^ 
else  I  ean  do  toi"  \(iu  1 
No,  I  believe  not." 

She  was  pla;nly  iireoeeu[iied  and  answered  al- 
most at  random,  with  a  coldness  in  sharp  contrast 
to  the  warnitli  of  her  prex-iou--  rn.inru  r. 

"  'I  hen   I   will  say  good-bye." 

"(iood-lne,    Mr.    Lester;    and    tlu-nk    \:..." 

She  went  witii  me  to  the  di^or,  aiul  stood  fur  a 
moment  looking;  after  me ;  then  she  turned  back  into 
(he  house.  .And  !  wem  on  down  the  avenue  with 
a  chill     t  mv  lie.irt. 


fe^ 
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1    WAS   surpi-isL-J,   ulicn    I   aunc  dimn    lor  diniu-r 
an  hour  latrr,  to  linJ  {.odtVcv  awaJtlni^r  ,nc. 

"  1  always  try  to  make  it.  .Sarurdav  ni^lu.'"  he 
cxphiincd.  ••  Jhc  J,iej-  tiirou.  the  work  on  the 
«'thcr  iellows.  ,1  he  ean.  That's  the  reason  I 
hustled  away  after  tlie  inquest.  Jhe  story's  all 
in.  and  n<.w  we'll  ha\e  a  k"<k1  dinner  -  ,t  1  do 
sav  it  tnysell"  — and  then  a  }j;ood  talk.  I  feel  the 
neeii  of  a  talk,  Lester." 

"^"  ^'"  '•"  '  ^''i^l;  "though  I'm  atraid  talk- 
nig  won't  help  us  niueh."' 

"  i'he  (iuun  thing  about  this  case  is."  niused 
Codlrey,  •' that  the  farther  we  get  into  ,t  the 
thicker  it  grows." 

■'ics,"  I  agreed,  "and  the  more  one  thinks 
about  it.   the  less  one  understands." 

"  NVcIl.  suppose  we  get  away  from  it  for  a 
while,"  said  (.odfrey.  and  turned  the  talk  to  other 
•liiMg.s.  No  man  coidd  talk  more  delightfully  of 
"Hislc.  of  art.  of  letters.  Ilcnv  he  managed'it  I 
c.'uld  never  guebs,  hut  he  seemed  t.)  have  read 
everything,  to  h.ue  seer    .vtrything,  to  have  heard 
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everythin^^  Marr\au  lor  instance;  who  rcaJ^ 
Marryat  nnumlays.-'  And  yet  he  had  read  the 
"  Phantom  Sliip,"  and  so  knew  sorncthiMir  ot"  Liou. 
An  hour  passed  very  (juickly,  but  at  last  he  rose 
and  led  the  way  into  his  study. 

"  A  irie.nd  ol  mine  dropped  m  to  -ce  m-  to-day 
at  the  office,"  he  remarked,  "  a  Cuban  phmter 
who  comes  up  to  New  V.,rk  occasionally,  and  whom 
I  Iiappenevi  to  help  out  oi  a  rather  serious  difficulty 
a  tew  years  a.L,^o.  Perhaps  some  day  I'li  toll  yoi: 
about  it.  lie  rdways  brings  nic  a  bundle  ot'  his 
own  special  ei-ars.  I  didn't  sec  him  to-day,  but 
he  lelt  the  cl^'ars,  and  I  want  you  to  trv  one. 
Perhaps  it  will  jj;ivc  you  an  inspiration." 

lie  went  to  his  desk,  opened  a  tin-foiled  packaj^c 
that  lay  there,  and  caretuily  extracted  two  InnLi 
ciuiars  of  a  rich  and  glowing  brown. 

'■  I'erhaps  you'\c  heard  of  the  special  cigars  that 
are  made  for  Pierpont  Morgan."  he  went  on.  as 
he  lianiled  one  to  me.  at'ter  carefully  replacing  the 
wrappings  of  the  bundle.  "  \\\]\.  1  smoked  one 
of  Morgan's  cigars  once  —  it  was  good,  mighty 
good;  hut  it  wasn't  in  the  same  class  with  these. 
Light  up." 

I  ilid.  Never  bel'orc  had  I  drawn  between  my 
hps  a  breath  so  satisfying  —  so  rich,  so  smooth,  so 
full  of  (lavr.iii-.  I  exhaled  the  fragrant  smoke 
slowlv. 
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"  Godfrey,"  I  saiu,  "  1  r.cvcr  knew  what  tobacco 
was  before.  Arc  these  ci.L;:irs  purchasable?  I'm 
only  a  poor  lawyer,  but  even  one  a  month  vvuuld 
be  a  tiling  to  look  forward  to  and  dream  about/' 

But  (I'odfrey  shook  his  iuad. 

"  i\e  felt  like  tl'.at."  he  said;  "  luit  they're  not 
to  be  had  for  money.      And  now  al'Dut  Swam." 

"  Let's  postpone  it  a  little  lon<^er."  I  bec^ged. 
"  I  don't  want  tny  min/i  di-^tra.cted." 

(lodt'rev  lauyjied,  Inir  l\ll  silent;  and  for  the 
next  halt   hour,  no  sound  was  heard. 

'•  Now."  !  said,  at  last,  ■"  I'm  ready  to  listen,  so 
fire  aliead  wiiene\-er  you  want  ti>." 

"  I  haven't  mueh  to  tell,"  \w  bet^an;  "  nothin^.^ 
new  abiiut  t!ie  case.  But  I  stopped  at  the  d'on^'os. 
iufore  I  started  back,  to  make  sure  t!:a't  .^wain 
had  exerythin.L;  he  wanted.  They'd  liiven  hi:n  an 
upper  cell,  a;ul  sent  ever  to  the  .Maratiion  :ind 
got  him  his  thin-3,  and  !  arranL^e'd  to  have  his  meals 
sent  in  to  him  from  Mo.iijiu's." 

'•  I  ought  to  have  thou-ht  of  that,"  I  said,  con- 
tr'tclv.  "  I'm  much  obliged  to  you,  Godfrey. 
Dill  you  see  him  .•'  " 

"  ()n!v  \i'\-  a  minute,  lie  seemed  fairly  cheer- 
ful. I  le'd  had  them  bring  some  oi  his  law  books 
to  hini,  and  remarked  that  he'd  liaxe  plent\  ot  t:me 
to  studv.  I  like  the  wiv  he's  taking  it.  He  gave 
nie  a  message  tor  you.'' 
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"  What  was  it?  " 

"  'Vhdt  ywu  arc  not  to  forget  your  proniisc." 
I  smoked  on  tor  a  tew  moments  in  silence. 
"  I  promised  him  I'd  ^et  Miss  Vaii'  'um  .i\v,i\ 
from  that  house,"    I   said  ar  hist.      "  I    iiad   Mrs. 
Roycc  write  her  a   n"to,   iinitinif  her  in  ^^n.    n,th 
her.      I  ^a\e  it  to  her  tliis  afternoon."' 
'■  What  did  she  say?  " 

"  She  ciichi't  say  anythinp:,  hut  I  could  see  the 
icLa  didn't  impress  Ikt.  .\nA  I  had  thought  all 
ahmg  that  sh.e  would  jutiip  at  it." 

Godfrey  |.;a\c  a  little  L^runt,  wh.ether  ol  sur- 
jirise  or  satisfaction   I  could  not  tell. 

"Why  didn't  \^'U  put  Iier  on  th.e  stand  t^)- 
ti.'.y.  I. ester?  "'  he  asked.  '".Xfraid  '^i  upsetting 
her?" 

"  I  wouldn't  ha\e  stopped   for  tiiat,   ii    h.e-  c\  ;- 
dcni:c   would    lia\  e    helped    Sw.rn.      But    it    would 
onl\'  ha\e  put  him  lieeper  i!i  d;e  Ii<ile." 
'■  In  what  wa\' ."'  " 

"Well,  in  the  lirst  place,  she  sa\s  that  as  she 
and  her  fatlier  returned  to  tiie  house,  she  heard 
fo()tste[is  behind  them  and  thought  it  was  Swain 
following  t!iem.  because  that  wouKi  be  a  natural 
thing  for  him  to  do;  and.  in  the  second  j'lace,  slic 
saw  that  blood-staincil  handkerchief  on  the  tloor 
beside  her  father's  chair  when  she  came  into  the 
room  and  iound  him  dead." 
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"So,''  said  (if)dtrcy  slouly,  "it  couldn't  \id\c 
been  ilroppcd  there  hv  Swam  when  he  stooped  in 
pick  her  up." 

"No;  besides,  wc  know  pertectly  well  that  it 
wasn't  about  his  wrist  when  he  came  hack  over  the 
waii.  (loldberger  knows  it,  too,  and  we'll  be 
asked  about  it,  next  lime." 

"  It  ini^ht  have  been  pushed  up  his  sleeve  — 
we  weren't  absolutely  certain.  But  this  new  evi- 
dence settles  It." 

1  assented  miserably  and  (jodfrcy  smoked  on 
thou-flitlully.  But  my  cigar  had  lust  some  ol  its 
flavour. 

"  I  low  did  .MibS  \"aup;Iian  come  to  find  the 
body?"  he  asked  at  last,  and  I  told  him  the  story 
as  she  had  told  it  to  me.  1  le  thought  it  over  for 
some  moments:  then  he  leaned  forward  and  laid 
his  hand  on  my  knee. 

"  Xow,  Lester,"  he  said,  "  let's  review  this 
thing.  It  can't  be  as  dark  as  it  seems  —  there's 
light  somewhere.  Here  is  the  case,  bared  of  all 
inessentials:  Swain  crosses  the  wall  about  e!e\en 
o'clock,  cutting  his  wrist  as  he  does  so;  .Miss 
Vaughan  meets  him  about  ele\  en-thirty,  and  after 
a  time,  finds  that  his  wrist  is  bleeding  and  ties  her 
handkerchief  aliout  it;  thev  agree  to  have  her 
father  examined  for  lunacy,  arrange  a  meeting  for 
the  next  night,   and  are  about  to  separate,   when 
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her  father  rushes  in  upon  them,  savagely  berates 
Swain  ami  takes  his  daughter  away.  That  must 
have  been  about  twelve  o'clock. 

"  Swain,  according  to  his  story,  sits  there  tor 
ten  or  til'tetii  minutes,  finally  sees  the  cobra,  or 
thinks  he  does,  and  makes  a  dash  lor  satety,  strik- 
ing his  head  sharply  against  a  tree.  I  le  tumbles 
over  the  w;;!!  in  a  halt-dazed  condition.  '1  he 
handkerchiel'  is  no  longer  about  his  wrist.  '1  hat, 
you  will  remember,  was  about  twelve-twenty. 

"  .\lmost  at  once  we  heard  Miss  Vaughan's 
screams.  After  that,  Swain  Isn't  out  of  our  sight 
for  more  than  a  minute  —  too  short  a  time,  any- 
wav.  for  anything  to  h:'ve  happened  we  don't  know 

about. 

"  Meanwhile,  Miss  Vaughan  lias  returned  with 
her  father  to  the  house,  hearing  steps  behind  her 
and  taking  it  for  granted  that  it  is  Swain  follow- 
ing at  a  distance.  She  goes  to  her  room,  stays 
there  fifteen  minutes  or  so,  and  comes  downstan-s 
again  to  fuid  her  father  ilead. 

"  Now  let  us  see  w!iar  had  happened.  You 
were  right  in  saying  tliat  her  father  must  have  been 
strangled  Inmiediatel\-  after  she  loft  him.  Other- 
wise he  would  still  have  been  twitching  in  such  a 
way  that  she  must  iiave  noticed  It.  No  doubt  lie 
dropped  into  the  chair  exhausteil  by  his  tit  ol  rage; 
the   murderer   entered   through   die   garden   door, 
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stopped  l<'  cut  (.it  the  end  of  the  curta'm-corJ  and 
make  a  noose  nl  it — tliat  would  iuixc  taken  at 
least  a  :ninute  --  and  then  stran{i:h.-d  his  victim. 
ThiM  he  heard  her  citnin^  down  the  stairs,  and 
escaped  thrcu.nh  tlie  i^anlun-door  a;:;iin  just  a.s 
she  entered  ;!t  the  otlier.  She  t>a\v  t!ic  curtain  still 
sliakiiiLT.       I  hen  she  laintei!. 

"  No-w  wliat  are  tlie  clues  t;i  the  murderer.''  A 
string;  tied  with  a  peculiar  knot,  the  hh  oil-sfiirKd 
liandkercliii.  r,  and  the  liitger-;'rint'^  on  the  dead 
man's  robe." 

(lodt'rey  pause*.'  f^ir  a  moment.  I  reeti  of  its 
inessentials,  in  this  v. ay,  the  case  was  heaut;lu!l\' 
clear  —  and  beautifully  hatlhriii;.  It  was  a  p  n-ed 
way,  smooth  ami  wide  and  without  (!',isiructi<.!i  ot 
ai;\   k  nvl;  jiiif  it  ei'.d>.d  in  a  cul-de-sac! 

"  ( )ne   thuiL^   is   (.ert.iin."    (n'dlri'y   w  ,nt   on.    ar 
last;  "  iih'  murdti-  was  oimmitti-d  by  siimeho.iy 
either  bv   Swain,  or  b\   one  ot   the   I  !;ndus,   ny  by 
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.some   unknown.      I  .et   us  weii^h  t!ie   cxuKiic 
.'     1  against  each  ol  them. 

"  X'^ainst  Swain  it  itiay  be  urjicd  ih.ii  i.-,-  v>  is  im 
,L,r<iund.  that  he  had  time  to  do  it.  am!  some 
,  ,i.\ocation,  thouuh  the  provocation,  as  we  know 
it.  seems  to  be  inadeipiate.  provided  Swain  v  as  in 
his  rii^ht  mind;  a  handkerchief  uliivh  v.;';  tied 
about  his  wrist  is  found  In-sIde  the  bodv.  and  his 
hnj^cr-prints  are  ft)und  up'Ui  it.     Mi>s  \  .iui;lian  be- 
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V:^\xd  h:  V,  .IS   rollowlii-  tlicni:  lie  ;u!;nits  t'la:  he 
th(iu!;!.l;  of  d')in;j;  so. 

"  In     his     favour,     it    may    W    ur-cd     that     a 
iiiun      like      Swain      doesn't      commit      murder 
thou-h,    as   a    matter   of    fact,    this   is    a    danirer- 
ous    generalisation,    for    all    sorts    of    men    com- 
mit   murder;   hut   if    he    should    do    so,    it    would 
he    only    under    great    jM'ovocation     aiul     m    the 
heat  of  anger,  certainly  not  in  cold  hh-iid  u;th  a 
noose:  and.   tinally,   if  the   motion   of  tlu    curtain 
Miss  X'aughan  noticed  was  made  hy  the  murderer, 
it  couldn't   pi.ssihly  have  been  Swain,   heeausc   he 
w.  as  widt  us  at  that  moincnt.     \on  will  see  that 
there  i.^   '.  mas>  o(  evidence  against  him,  and  immc 
tically  the  \v!iok-  defence  is  that  such  a  crime  would 
be   Imposvihh-   to  one  of  his  tcmjKTainent.      V.u 
know  yourself  how  Himsy  such  a  delence  is. 

"  Against  the  Hindus,  on  the  oth.er  hand,  prac- 
ticailv  the  or.ly  basis  for  suspkltMi  is  that  such  a 
crime  mighi  he  temperamentally  possible  to  them. 
They  may  have  been  on  the  ground,  an.i  the 
mcdiod  of  the  murder  savours  strongly  of  Thuggee 
-though  don't  forget  that  Swain  admitted  he 
could  have  tied  th.at  kn-r.  P.esides,  if  it  was  the 
Thug  who  followed  them,  he  wouldn't  have  made 
any  noi.e,  and  m^    •  'inly  he  couldn't  have  left 


the  prints  of  Sw 
If  Swaiti  is  right 


•  s  on   the  body.      But 
issertion  th.at  he  saw  the 
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sJKikc  in  the  arlM:;ir.   it  is  probable  that  tlu    Ihug 
wasn't  tar  au  a\ . 

"  A'^ai'i^t    :in    imknown    it    nKi\    be    urL'ed    that 
neither    Swain    w-:   the    IlinJus    cfiujj    ha\c    eoni- 


rnitted  the  crime:  Init  I  don't  see  how  ; 


in  ni;!-.nou  n 


.'Oil 


Ki  either,  unless  he  happened  to  be  one  of  tht 


:!iree  or 


in  th( 


Hir  people  m  the  world  witli  fi:iL,ur-Mps 
like  Sw.dn's.  And  that  is  too  I'ar-fetchcd  to  be 
Uelie\  a!>!e. 

"  Bui  this  I  am  sore  (W'.  Lester,"  and  (.odirev 
leaned  (o'-wartl  attain:  "  t!ie  murder  was  uxn- 
rnitted  cither  by  Swain  or  by  sotncone  anxious  t<> 
implieate  Swain.  We  a.L'ree  that  it  wasii't  Swain. 
Very  well,  ihin:  the  person  wlio  comm-tt  mI  the 
murder  nMde  a  noise  in  following  .Miss  Wun^han 
?inl  h.r  Tadier  so  that  she  should  think  it  wis 
^wain  who  was  followinn[  them;  he  [lickeil  u]>  the 
lilood-stained  handkerchief,  wliich  Swain  buul 
dropprd  perhaps  when  he  (led  from  the  arl'our. 
.md  ]>I,i;-ed  it  be^iiie  the  botly ;  and  in  sonn  \\:iv 
.nconcei\'ab!<:  to  n":  he  pressed  the  prints  of 
Swain's  finders  on  the  dead  man's  rolie.  Now.  to 
«!o  that,  he  n^isr  !'a\e  known  that  Swain  was  in- 
jured—  the  blooil-staineil  hanilkerehief  would  tell 
!iim  that:  imr  he  must  .dso  ln\e  known  that  it  was 
his  r!;^hf  hand  tiiat  was  iniured.  There  was  no 
blood  oi;  Swain's  left  hand." 

\jji:ain   (iodfrcv   pau:>.l.      I    was    following   his 
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reasoning  uith  such  abscirbcd  attention  tli;it  1  cciiil.l 


feci  iii^   'iKMiri 


l^:^k■  w 


itli  the  cittjrt. 


"  N.iw,  li.st.n,"  said  CuKitrc;..  ai,  1  I  coulJ  Iiaw 
sniilcii  at  the  usclcs.sncss  >A  the  aihiioiminn  —  as 
if  I  were  not  ahx;'.vly  hstcnin^  with  al!  my  huul;  .  - ". 
"  'I'hiTc  is  oiih  one  \va\-  in  wiiicii  thi'  inurdcrer 
co'ihl  ha\c  known  that  it  was  Swain's  rii^ht  !iand, 
and  tii.it  was  I'v  o\'crhearin;j;  the  cnnvers'ition  \n 
the  arh-oui-.  liul  if  he  overheard  tliar  luii.h.  he 
o\erhe,irJ  it  a!h  and  he  ktiew  i,  .reforo  what  ir 
was  Swain  propose.!  to  do.  lie  knew  that 
\'au^h.an"s  sanit)  was  to  he  (|uestioned;  i'.e  knew 
that  he  wouhi  proI\i:d\-  he  phieed  in  a  saniiai-nnn  ; 
he  ktieu  that  Miss  \'auu!ian  wouKl  prohalily  marry 
Swain.  i'resiiminir  i'm;  it  was  Sdva.  he  knew  that, 
unless  someth.intj;  ua-  d.one  to  stop  n.  a  \er\  ti;w 
davs  would  phue  both  Wiu^han  and  his  diu;:!iter 
beyorui  his  rea.eh." 

"  I'hat  is  true."  1  admitted;  "  hut  Vau<;han  was 
bc\ond  his  reach  a  l;oov1  dtal  more  certiinly  del  1 
than  he  waaiKl  Iia\  c  been  in  a  sanitarium.  Be- 
sides, it  isn't  at  all  certain  that  he  would  have  been 
sent  to  a   sanitarium." 

"  1  hat's  an  objection,  sureK,''  Cimitriy  ai;reed; 
"  but  I  must  tmd  out  it  \  aughan  is  really  beyoiul 
his  reaJi  dead." 

1  stared  .it  him. 

"  Voii   don't   mean. 
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1  don't  know  what  I  ;ncaii.  Lester.  I  can  feel 
a  S(jrt  oi  liini  iiieuniiii;  at  the  liatk  ol'  mv  ni;rui,  but 
I  can't  t^et  it  out  i;i!(!  the  li;Ju." 

"  Besides,"  I  went  on,  "  if  the  yo^i  dni  it,  how 
did  he  L;ct  back  into  tiie  house  betoie  wo  got 
there?" 

I  i'j  jU'cpcd  in  at  the  tioor,  saw  the  coast  was 
clear,  aiid  went  hack  throu-h  the  liltrary.  Ke- 
iiieiiiSci,  Miss  \'aii;,dian  uas  uncon^^cious.  'I'hat 
doesn't  bother  nie.  And  anot'ier  tiling,  Lester. 
How  did  Miss  \':ui^han's  iV.tlier  conie  to  burst  in 
on  hci  a;.d  Swain  like  tliaii''  1  iow  tjld  he  know 
they  were  i-:  the  ;iivour?  1;  wa.s  dark  and  he 
coukin't  ha\-e  seen  cither  of  tiie-Ji." 

"He  mij^ht  haw  bet  ii  ualkinj^  about  the 
grounds  am!  o\erhe;ird  them." 

I  don't  belie\e  it.  1  lvlic\  e  sonieiioily  told 
hini  tl  cy  were  there.  \nd  onlv  one  person  couKl 
ha\e  told  iiini  —  that  i^  Sil\a.  N(.  -there's 
only  one  point  I  can't  ;^e;  past --that',  the  linker- 
prints." 

.\ful  then  I  reiiieinbercd. 

"  <"  s'ulf  rey."  I  cried.  "  there's  one  thin-  -  1  t.  " - 
U'  .11    \"U.      Vou    lie.ird    Swain    remark   that 

^  was  a  collector  of  lingcr-prints?  " 


1  es. 


And  that  he  had  .<  set  of  Swain's?" 
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'•  WJl,  wIk'm  I  inKI  Mi-s  Wiu-Iian  aliout  the 
prints  ell  her  father's  ruhc,  she  r.in  t^  a  book- 
casL'  ami  ^nt  out  a  hook.  It  had  \'."JL,'han's  co!- 
h-ctioii  in  ii,  all  hound  to;j;ci!icr.  iiUt  the  page 
on  which  Swain's  were  had  heen  tor;i  out." 

(jodirey  sat  for  a  moment,  starii;^  at  me  spell- 
hound.  Then  he  he^an  ixuin;;  up  and  d.  )\vn  the 
study,  like  a  tiger  in  its  cage;  up  v.nd  down,  up 
and  do\  .1. 

"  I'm  hound  to  add,"  I  went  on  linally,  "that 
lliiinian  suggested  a  very  plausible  reusuii  tor 
their  ilisappearance." 

•'  Whal  was  it?" 

"He  said  they  were  probably  destroyed  hv 
Vaughan  himself,  beeausc  of  h's  (JAlikc  of  Suai.;. 
He  said  that  would  he  characteristic  ot  N'aughan's 
forsn  oi    insanity." 

Cioiifrey  took  a.nother  turn  up  and  down,  then 
he  stopped  in   front  I'l    m\   eliair. 

'•  \Vh,at  did  Miss  N'auglian  think  of  that  ex- 
planation? "  he  asked. 

"  It  didn't  seem  to  iir.press  her,  but  I  ilon't  re- 
member  that  she  made  any  comment." 

lie  stooil  a  moment  longer  staring  down  at  me, 
and  I  could  feel  the  intense  concentration  of  his 
mind;  then  he  ran  his  fingers  impatiently  through 
his  hnir 

"  I  can't  get  it.  Lester!  "  lie  ?aid.      "  I  c m't  get 
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ir.  Hut  I  :c77/  -et  it!  It's  there !  It's  there,  just 
out  <.)■  rtaeh."  lie  shrugged  his  shoulders  and 
i:^y^iiKVi]  at  his  watch.  "  I'm  getting  dij)py,"  he 
acKled,  in  another  tone.  "  Let's  go  out  and  get  a 
breatli  of  air." 

1  followed  him  out  into  the  yard  —  I  knew 
wli.re  he  was  going—  among  the  trees  and  up  the 
ladder.  Silently  we  took  our  places  on  the  limb; 
silentlv   we  stared  out  into   the  darkness. 

And  there,  presently,  the  strange  star  glowed 
n-id  !)urned  steel-hlue,  and  floated  slowly  down, 
and  hurst  aho\c  a  winte-rohed  tigurc,  standing  as 
thou'^di  car\ed  in  marble,  its  arins  extended,  its 
luad  thrown  back. 

I  hat  felhiw  is  ccrtainlv   an   artist."   C^idfrey 
muttered,  as  he  led  the  way  back  to  the  house. 


CHAI'II'R    XIX 


1  hi:  v«Hii  c"o.\<ji  1  Rs 

Tm-:  events  t)f  the  day  that  tollowcd  —  Sunday  — 
I  shall  pass  o\er  as  hrictly  as  ina\-  he.  it  was  ii»r 
me  a  day  ol  disa}ipointrnent,  eulriiinatiriL;  in  tle- 
spair,  and,  lookinj^  haek  at  it.  I  remeinher  it  as  a 
grey  day.  wiiuly,  and  with  iiusts  ot   rain. 

Dr.  Ilininan  st(iii|^i_d  Inr  us.  and  (  lodt'rey  and 
f  aceonipanieii  him  to  the  service  (i\er  the  hody 
of  the  murdered  man.  We  \\\re  the  only  ou;- 
siders  there,  besides  th.e  undertaker  ;iiui  ho  as- 
sistants, and  they  were  not  admitted  to  t!ie  cere- 
mony. I  his  was  uitnessed  only  In  .Miss  \  au^h.m, 
Mahhuh  arui  us  three.  'I  he  servants  W(.re  not 
there,   and  neither  were   Miss  \'au^'han's  nurses. 

1  ha\e  ne\er  seen  a  rjiore  inipres>.i\  e  lii^ure  than 
Sil\a  made  that  morninj^.  His  rohes  w  i  ic  dead 
iilack,  and  in  contrast  to  them  and  to  liis  hair  and 
beard,  his  face  looked  white  as  marble.  lUit; 
after  the  tirst  muments.  the  ceremony  fir'.'d  to  in- 
terest me;  Jor  Sil\  a  spoke  a  lan^uaije  which  1 
suftposei!  to  be  lliiulustani.  and  the  ,  \<.as  a  mo- 
notonv  about  it  .uui  .iliout  his  gestures  which  ended 
in  pettin^^  on  my  ner\es.      It  Listed  li.dl    an  hour, 
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ami  \hc  i;ii;:iiijiii.  it;  was  mcr.  Mis-,  \  auglian 
slippcii  a\\a\-.  1  he  yu;:;!  and  Maliliuh  Inll'.nvcJ. 
Ikt,  :jiJ  tl'.cn  u  c  three  stepped  lorwurd  lor  a  last 
li)i)k  ;!t  the  ni.Jy. 

it  was  n.'hed  all  in  white.  The  uii.ler*;:ixer  had 
inaiKiLied  to  cvMiip'O^e  the  ieatures,  and  t.'.e  iii;;ii 
stcjck  coiii-ealed  the  u^ly  marks  upon  the  iieek.  So 
there  was  nothing  to  tell  oi  the  manner  oi  his 
lieat;;,  and  ther^  was  a  eertain  majesty  ahout  him 
us  he  Jay  With   hands  erossed  and  e\es  closed. 

\V  e  leit  the  room  in  silence,  and  i  iiiiin.ui 
signed  to  tile  undertaker  that  the  ser\ii.e  wa,  eiuied. 
I  am  gouig  with  the  !iod\  to  t!ie  crematory,"' 
he  said,  and  presently  dnne  away  with  tl:e  under- 
taker, aiiead  ol  the  iiearse.  (iodlre\  anil  1  .nood 
j.;a/iii;;  alti.r  it  until  it  jKissed  from  si.L^ht,  then,  in 
sdence,  we  walked  down  the  dri\e  to  the  entrance. 
I  he  Ljardener  was  standmg  there,  antl  re;,Mrdcd 
us  \\itii  eUA  which  seemed  to  me  distinalv  iin- 
tnendly.  lie  made  no  sii.^n  ol  reeo^r.ition,  and, 
the  MKimenl  we  were  outside,  lie  closed  the  gates 
and  loi.ked  tliein  caretulK,  as  tii(,)Ugh  uheyi:ig  pre- 
cise instructions. 

"So,"  said  (lodlrey,  m  a  low  tone,  as  we  went 
on  togitiier,  "'  the  loi.k  lias  heen  repaired.  1  won- 
der who  (iitiei'i-d  iha. t  dotic?  " 

Miss  \  .iUL:!ia!i,  no  douht,"  1  an^wereti.      ''  She 
WDuldn't  want  thuse  gates  gapnig  oj^en." 
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'■  r\Th:a[is  not."  (uuit'rcv  asscntcil:  "  hut  umuKI 
sIk-  want  the  harrier  intact.*'  RcmcrnhLT,  I.csrcr, 
it's  as  unid\  a  harrier  t  rnrii  dtie  sulc  as  Ir^mi  the 
other." 

"  W'elh  she  v.cii'i  he  inside  it  tmich  l(>n;:[er,"  I 
assured  hiiii.  "  Ttn  L^oin^  U>  tzet  fier  out  this  alt- 
er tuK)n." 

The  words  were  uttered  with  a  contidence  I  was 
far  t'roiji  teehnu;,  and  I  ralhei"  expected  (lodtrey  to 
challeriLie  it.  hut  he  'vaiked  on  v.  itiiout  replyir^tr.  his 
head  heiit  in  thou^iit.  and  did  tiot  again  speak,  of 
Miss  \'auu!i:in  or  her  a'tairs. 

He  d;'>\e  inti*  tile  city  shortly  after  lunch, 
and  ir  v.aj,  ahout  the  iiiiddle  (^{  the  atternoori  when 
I  presented  nuself  aL^ain  at  the  gates  of  I'.hnhurst 
:\nd  rang  the  helh  I  waited  h\e  ininutes  and  rang 
agaii;.  I-inal!\-  the  gardener  came  shullling  down 
the  ih-i\e  and  asked  nie  what  I  wanted.  I  tolil  Iiini 
I  had  an  appointment  with  his  mistress;  hut,  in- 
stead of  admitting  me,  he  took  my  card  and  shut- 
Hed  away  with  it. 

I  confess  that  I  grew  angrv.  as  I  stf^ul  tfiere 
kicking  niy  heels  at  the  roadsiiie.  for  he  was  gone 
a  long  titnc.  anil  all  these  precautions  and  dela\s 
were  :ncoi7i|>rehensible  to  me.  Hut  he  came  hack 
at  last,  unlocked  the  gate  with.cvjt  a  word,  and  mo- 
tioned me  to  enter.  1  inn  he  loeked  ir  auain.  and 
led  the  way  up  the  drl\e  to  the  ho'.ise        I'he  house- 
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maiil  met  us  at  the  tiour  of  the  lihrarv,  ,-     .hoti^'h 
she  hnd  licen  stationed  there. 

'■  It  you  will  wait  here,  s'r,"  she  s-iti,  "  Miss 
\'aiiL;han  will  see  you." 

'■  I  hope  she  is  well,"  1  ventured,  tiiirikinj^  the 
jfirl  nil^ht  furnish  me  with  >^(i'7U'  elue  to  :i;i  this 
ni\   tery.  hut  she  was  already  at  "he  door. 

"  L>uite  well,  sir,"  sjic  said,  and  the  next  in- 
stant had  disappe.iied. 

.\nother  ten  minutes  elapsed,  and  then,  iust  as 
I  w  .: .  tliinkinjj;  seriously  of  puttinu:  on  my  hat  and 
lea\inj[  the  house,  I  heard  a  step  comin^r  ^],n\,\ 
till  stair.  .\  moment  later  Mi's  \'auLdian  stood 
on   the  threshold. 

I  had  taken  it  for  ^ranred  t>.at.  reliexeil  of  her 
lather's  presence,  she  would  retin-;;  tn  th.e  eloth.int; 
of  every  day;  hut  she  still  were  r'le  tlowini;  white 
semi-Cit-ceian  uarh  in  which  f  !;,<d  first  seen  her. 
I  could  not  hut  admit  that  ir  added  ijrace  and 
heauty  to  h.er  figure,  as  well  as  a  certain  impres- 
si\eness  impossihle  to  petticoats:  and  vet  I  felt  a 
sense  ot  ilisap|-)ointtiient.  I~or  her  retention  of 
the  costume  could  onlv  mean  tliat  her  father's  in- 
fluence was  still  ilominant. 

"^  ou  wished  to  see  me?  "  she  tisked:  ami  a^ain 
I  was  surprisetl.  for  I  had  supposed  she  would 
apolotrise  for  the  delav  to  which  I  had  heen  «^uh- 
lected.      Inst.,  id.  s!ie  spnke  ahm^st  as  to  a  stranger. 
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"  1  luu]  an  app.jint;nc;u  lur  this  ai  rcr.'.ooii,"  i 
rcniiiiJcJ  her,  btrivini;  to  kc^j-  my  \exation  I'roni 
my  \()icc. 

"  Oh,  yes,"  and  she  uuiu-  a  I'cw  steps  iiitci  the 
room,  hut  lier  hue  lubt  i:j;ie  i>i  ils  cuIJiiess.  "  i 
liatl   hjij^otten.      It  is  nut  tu  speak  u{  hubine; 
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'■  No,"  1  saiJ;  " 
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It  In  tu  speak  ui  \uur  ;^()iiiir  to 
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icruis  ot  Mr.  Swain  and  nie  —  lur  a  time,  at 
least." 

"  "i  oii  wiil  thank  yuiir  friends  for  me,"  she  an- 
swered, eahnly;  "  L)ut  I  ha\e  decided  to  remain 
here." 

'■  But  — but."  I  stammered,  taken  aback  at  the 
tin;ihty  of  her  tone,  "do  yo'i  think  it  wise?" 

'■  1  es —  lar  wiser  than  going  to  people  I  do  not 
know  and  \\\\o   dcj  not  know  me." 

"And  sale,"  I  persisted;  "do  v(ju  think  it 
safe?" 

"Sale.-'"  she  echoed,  looking  at  mc  in  aston- 
ishment.     "Certainly.      What  have   1   to   fear?" 

I  had  to  confess  that  I  myself  did  not  know- 
very  clearly  what  she  had  to  fear,  so  1  temporised. 

".Are  you  keeping  the  nurses?" 

"  No;  I  do  not  need  them.  'i'he'.  left  an  hour 
r.go." 

"  But  the  servants,"  I  said,  in  a  panic,  "  they 
are  here.-'      I'hey  are  going  to  stay?  " 
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"  Vina"  ([;;<■ -.tiiins  sccin  iiKJSt  cxtrr.ordinary  to 
DiL.  Mr.  LL'>;Lr.  O!  courhc  the  bcr\antb  will 
sia\.'" 

'■  .\;il1  —  aiiJ   iiic   Iliiuliis.'"    I   !i!urt.'d  out. 

"  \'cb,  anJ  the  1  linJus.  as  nou  c;:I1  tlicin.  1  his 
is  their  home.      It  was  my  l.ither's  wish."' 

I  i.!,a\e  it  up:  her  uniiiier  indieated  that  all  this 
A'.MS  no  concLrii  ol  mine,  a.nd  that  niy  intertereive 
\vas  a  mere  impei-liiKaKe.  Dtit  I  tried  orie  }\irt'ng 
siiDt. 

.Mr.  .'^^wain  is  \-e;:v  anx'cus  }'')U  sliould  not  stay 
here,"  I  said.  "lie  will  'v  d^e;'i\  grie\ed  when 
lie  learns  yoi.r  decision." 

lo  this  she  made  no  answer,  njid.  tindinj;  noth- 
v.\u:  m(;re  to  say.  sore  at  he;;rt,  and  not  a  hule 
aii.ury  aiui  rese;itli;l,  I  started  to  !e:;\'e  t!ie  ronrp.. 
1  here  is  one  thin-^:;  more,"  I  said,  tiu'nini;  haek 
at  the  tlircshold.  "  !  shall  h;i\e  to  l;o  in  to  tiic 
City  to-mo''rr.-.  •.  Init  I  shall  co;ne  out  aL,'ain  in  the 
e\enin_ir.  Would  it  he  con\-en,eut  to  h.U'e  our 
busmess  conlereiice  after  dinner?" 

"  Vcs,"   sh.e   aizreed;   "that   will   do  \erv   well." 

"At  e'-ht  oVh..k,  then?" 

1  sji,]]!  expect  \ou  at  that  time,"  she  assented: 
aiul  with  that  I  touk  my  lea\-e. 

It  was  in  a  most  depressed  st.iie  of  mind  t'lat 
]  made  m\  wa\'  h;ick  to  ( lodj  rev's :  and  I  sat  ii.i\v:i 
on   tile  ooi\h  and   smoked  a   'o'.ne  of  hitter  i^iediita- 
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t:"ii.  lor  I  iclr  that.  soiticIidu,  Mi>,s  \'aii^!ia!i 
v.aa  sl!pt*i"L;  away  t'naii  nic.  I  hci'c  !ku1  been  a 
barriiT  between  i;s  tH-Ja\  \\!ii,ii  ii.ui  not  been  l!ierc 
beltire.  a  barrier  ot  e'il>ine--s  anvi  re^er\  e  \\1i;l!i  1 
tMuld  net  pe.'ietrate.  Some  hostile  intliienoe  h;ul 
been  at  work;  in  ileath.  e\en  more  than  in  bl'e, 
I'erhap,-.  her  tatiier's  will  Wei^u'lieii  i.pon  lier.  1 
C"uKl  ima.^iiie  how  a  teelinij  of  remorse  nii^ht: 
.urow  ;mj  ileepen,  and  uri^e  her  t<JwarLl  foolisji 
and  usele>s  sacriliee. 

And  just  tlien  Mrs.  Harris  ca.ne  out  and  toM 
me  that  someone  waiited  me  on  the  '['''""*-"•  '^ 
w  as  Swain. 

I  hey  let  me  cofne  out  here  to  the  oilice  ";;) 
'phone  to  \ou.'"  lie  said,  as  he  heard  my  exelama- 
t:on  (,i  surprise.  "' Si-iuiiniK;.-,  happened  in  and 
told  them  it  would  be  all  ri-hr.      lie's  here  now." 

And  the\  i'e  treatmi,^  \'ou  all   riLrht? 

1  !'e\'re  treatinii;  me  like  the  star  boarder."  lie 
lau.irlied.  Aiul  the.n  liis  \(iice  i^rew  -uddenlv  seri- 
cu.-.      •'  Iia\e   _\.iu   seen    .Miss   \'auL:han  ? '' 

1  e'-,      I   auswereii:   jor   I   knew  of  course  th.at 
t!ie   (juestion   was  coiiiini^. 
"Well:'" 

"  M'ss   \'auij;lian    refuses   to   ^n   to  the    Row,-,', 
Swain." 

i  here  was  a   nionient's  silenci'. 
"  I'hcn   ulifM-.-   xvill    Ji,.   .„,'■'  " 
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"  >hc  won't  ^o  anywhere." 

"  Viii  don't  mean."  he  cried,  panic  in  his  voia, 
"  ill. If  silt's  .i^oint;  to  sta\-  out  there?  " 

"  Ks;  she  hiu^hed  wlien  I  mentioned  dan- 
.Uer.  i  here's  one  consohuion  -  the  ser\  ant.-,  will 
stay." 

Did  \ou  tell  iier  !inw  anxious  I  was  fOr  her?  " 
'i  I.  > ;   I   ihd  m\   l-ies;.  Sv,  .lin." 

"And  it  math:  no  tiiiterenee  ?  " 

"  No;  it  made  no  liitterenee.  The  fatt  is, 
Sw.im,  I  hincy  she's  a  little  remorseiul  ahoui  her 
t;ilh,.r — his  death  has  unnerved  her-  and  there 
\\a.s  the  funeral  to-da\  a.-id,  as  a  sort  ol  atone- 
iiH'rit.  she's  tryin^r  to  do  what  she  ima'^'Ines  he 
^vould  wish  her  to  do." 

lie  wished  lier  to  heedme  a  [Maestess,"  said 
Swain,   his  xoice  i.'h:istlv. 

"Oh.  we!!.  s!ie  \\n,rr  s^r,,  that  far."  I  r.ssured 
li'-n  ilieerfullv:  "  and  i\n  douht  in  ;>  fev\  .ia\s,  \\!ien 
the  first  iriipressi(;n  of  tiie  tragedy  h.as  wo-ri  oft, 
she  will  l>e  readv  to  ^c  to  tlie  Kovres'.  I'll  |<ce[) 
suu^estinn^  i;,  and  I'm  ./oin^r  to  have  Mrs.  Rovcc 
call  on  her.'' 

I'li.ink  you.  Mr.  Lester,"  he  -^aid.  hut  his 
\ oiee  was  still  shakini:^.  "  I  —  this  sort  of  knocks 
Tiie  out  [  hadn't  forcsecr)  it.  I'll  have  f..  tliink 
it  over.      Hut  there's  one  thin^r  you  ,  art  do." 

••  \ywi[  is  it?" 
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"Watch  the  house!"  he  cried.  "Watch  the 
liouse!     And  he  ready  it'  she  screams  again." 

"All  right."  1  said,  s.nuhingly,  "  I'll  do  that. 
Hut  tell  me,  .Swain,  what  is  it  }(>u  tear:  " 

"  I  tear  Sil\a  !  "  s;i;u  Swain,  in  a  \  uice  husky 
with   emotion.      "  ft   isn't  remorse   I'cjr   her   father 

—  it's  Silva  who's  working  on  her.  I  feel  it,  some 
way—  I'm  sure  of  it.     ( lod  knows  what  he'll  try 

—  any  villainy.  Vou  must  watch  t!ie  house,  Mr. 
Lester--  day  and  night  you  must  watch  the 
house  I  '' 

"  All  right,"  I  said,  again,  strangelv  impressed 
hv  his  wortls.      "  ^  (ui  may  count  on  me." 

J'hank    you,"    he    s.iid.      "  Rememher,    we've 
onl\   you.      ( lood-hye." 

Swain's  uords  give  me  plenty  to  th'nk  over, 
and  left  me  so  trouh'cil  .uui  uneasy  that  I  made 
a  trip  lo  the  top  of  the  ladder  to  take  a  look  over 
Iir)ihurs:.  Bi;r  exervthlng  aj^peared  as  usual. 
IVrhaps  Swain  was  right  —  perhaps  it  :i/;.s  Silva 
who  was  u^mg  e\erv  minute  U)  increase  his  inthi- 
ence;  hut  what  couhl  I  dor  So  long  as  he  com- 
mitted no  o\  ert  act.  there  was  no  excusu  for  inter- 
lerence.  and  Miss  WniL'l'.an  would  undouhtedlv 
resent  it.  As  Swain  hai!  said,  tliero  was  nothing 
that   I   could  do  hut   watj;. 

I  wo  hours  l.;t  -r    jnst   as   (   was  g.ttitig  np   fr..'ti 
a   dinner  to   wji     i.    i>;   r.w    perturhed   condition,    ( 
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had  ui'nr  .>ni:i!l  justice,  I  heard  :i  vln'^  ;ir  the  1^.!', 
and  I'rcs.'iitly  M!^.  I  lark's  eiUer...!  lo  t.'il  ii;^  t.!i;it 
there  w,;s  a  _!,ciitle!nan  asking  !or  jn;.  |  went  i;ut 
to  i:ieet.  lii.'ii,  and  \\as  aswjiiished  t.)  tmd  tiiat  it  'a.is 
^iinnicnds. 

1  diui't  wonder  you're  surpi":>ed."  he  said.  a-> 
we  sat  down.  "  1  act  is.  I'm  surprised  Mi\sclt. 
t'lr  I  diin't  know  exactly  \\h:!t  I'm  to  d-)  out  here. 
l>iit  Swain,  alter  he  i;ot  back  to  his  cJ.I.  was  like 
a  cra/y  ni;!!i;  he  was  sure  soinelliinL:  dreadlul  wis 
^iiiiiMT  to  happen  to  Miss  \  auLiha.n  if  she  sta\ed 
in  the  h.ousc  wit!i  those  Hindus.  In  rlie  emh  he 
;j;t't  nie  k;nd  ni  scared,  ti'o,  and  made  !ne  promise 
to  come  out  and  h.ehp  \(Ui  kee]^  w,M.!i.  I  went 
down  to  the  /\(  (  "/,/ otlice  ;ind  had  a  talk  witii  ( iod- 
trey  hetore  I  started.  I  halt"  i-xpecieil  him  to 
lauLjh  at  me;  hut  he  seemed  lo  think  I'd  hetcer 
come.       I  he    tact   is,''   concluded   Siniinonds,   sh.ilt- 
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was  so  serious  ahout  it.  that  1  hrou^lit  two  nie'i 
a!onL,^  (  )ne  ot  them's  patrollinLj  the  road  in  tront 
ot  the  house,  and  the  other  (he  road  alon:^  the  side. 
I'\e  arrauj^ed  tor  two  others  to  relieve  them  at 
mulnir;hi.  Now.  what's  it  all  a.hout.  atnwav?" 
Well,"  I  said,  "  in  the  first  plaee.  iieithei  ( lod- 
trey  nor  1  helie\es  th.U  Swain  str.uiLiied  that  man." 
"  I  can't  hardly  helie\e  it  nnsell."  ai^reed  Sim- 
nionds.  '■  tor  he  seems  a  nice  xounjj;  teller:  hut  it's 
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a  clear  ca^c :  Ki^i'c's  tiiL'  iiii)-ii\^,  !u-  -"..is  nn  tiic 
groiiiiu,  aiul  tl...rc\  tiic  !;i'.i;Lr-in"Iiri5.  1  Imw  i.\i:i 
\i/U  cxphiiii  tliciii  a\\a\  ?  " 

1  can't  cxplam  liicm  away.  Ijui,  _ni>t  r!ic  >.!!!il', 
Cr.allrcy  IhTk'vls  the  murder  was  C'';iiiniitt.  d  In' 
one  (>!   tiii'-e   I  liiiJu^."" 

'"lie  iiiliMUiteJ  bi':ii;^ihiii_:r  at  t'ie  sort  ti-  'lie,'" 
said  >;i)iim>ndb;  "but  there's  no  evideiKe  ;:j^ain>t: 
them." 

"  Xn,"  I  eiineeded;  "  tl'.at's  what  we've  .M»t  lo 
lir.d." 

"  Where  are  we  ^oin^  tn  Imik.  lor  it  : 

"  i  here's  (Uily  one  phiee  to  hiok  t'o:-  it.  and 
that's  m  th.e  hou^e  •/.Ivre  llie  murder  was  ewm- 
niitted.  I  only  wisli  wc  could  ^et  .Mi^s  X'au^han 
ou;  of  It    -  that  would  [i;i\e  us  a  Ireer  h;UKi." 

"  What's  the  matter  with  the  lOol  i^irh  anv- 
w;  •  .•"  "  demanded  Simmonds.  "I  siiould  thin': 
siie'd  jump  at  a  chance  to  ^et  aw  ay." 

"So  shouKI  I — but  she  i^n't  reasonable,  just 
now.  I  can't  make  her  out.  IV-rhaps  she'll  conie 
round  in  a  day  or  two.  but  meanwlille.  il  she  shouKl 
happen  to  lued  help.  1  don't  s.o  \\r.\v  \.nir  men 
out  i''\\  th.e  road,  on  the  other  bide  oi  .i  twel\e-to  it 
\>a!!.  could  do  an\'  ^ood.  " 

Simmonds  rubbed  his  cliin  tli'm^litlullv. 

"  What  would  \oii  suy^est  i' "  he  asked,  at  last. 

"  \\'h\-  not  put  them  in  the  L;rouiid>.  as  soon  ai 
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it  is  (.lark,  ami  let  tlicin  conceal  themselves  near 
tlie  liousL'.'  Jliey  can  L;et  oxer  the  wall  on  this 
side.  We've  -ot  ladders.  Besides,"  1  added. 
"  It  would  he  ;i  .Li;reat:  F;iistake  to  y;i\  e  Silva  any 
reason  to  susfKet  he'>  heini^  wa'  hed.  1  ie'd  see 
t!te  men  out  on  l!ie  ro.id.  s(  <i!ut  or  later;  hut  they 
could  keep  oiit  o|   si.i;ht  anion;;  t!ie  shruhhery." 

Simmonds  eonsi^Icred  tliis   t'or  a  moment. 

"I  ilon't  know  hiit  vJiat  jou're  rij^hi,"  he 
n.i^ieed,  at  last.  "•  We'll  arra-  ;  it  tliat  way, 
tlien,"  and  he  weiit  away  jM-esemly  to  call  in  his 
nien.  He  soon  came  Iiack  with  them,  ami  ;;ave 
them  caretul  .md  u'ctailed  insfuetioiis  as  to  what 
he  wanted  them  to  d.i,  dueiliiii:  especially  upon 
the  nnporta.ice  of  t'leir  keep'nj;  carefully  con- 
cealed. I  hefi  v.e  L^ot  tl'.e  hulders  and  put  them 
in  pi. ice. 

I5e  carehil   n  '.',   to  touch  t!ie  top  of  the  v.  all," 


I   cai.tioned   tlie 


;i ; 


tliere  s   I'.roken    ^'lass   on    top, 


and  th,.-  merest   toi,c!i  niay  inc. in  a  h;;d  injurv." 

"  When  you  i;ct  dov.ii  ..n  tlie  oJur  ;i(le,"  Sim- 
monds  , id  led.  "take  dow!i  t;:e  l.uKLr  ,uid  hi.le  it 
in  the  s!iruh''er\  ;it  the  fo.it  .'.{  the  walk  .S,>mc- 
body  miu'ht  sv,  '.'.  if  \,ui  K  ft  it  sta;idin.r  there. 
I'ut  tor  li.,i\en's  sake,  don't  ^vt  mixed  u[>  so  you 
ear.'t  tiiul  it  a^ahl.  He  hack  h-re  at  c!- \en-thirty, 
and  \(iur  lelic  !  W'll  he  re:uiv.  ViHi\e  "ot  \our 
whistles?      Well,    hhiw    tliem    -oov!    ;m.l    hard    if 
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there's  any  trouble.  And  he  iiiighrv  careful  not 
to  let  anyone  see  you,  o!"  you  m:i\  ^et  snake-hit!  " 
I  he  men  mountetl  the  huhler,  crossed  the  \v.:!l 
and  disappeared  on  the  other  side,  and  Simnionds 
and  I  turned  li.ick  to  t!ie  Inuise.  I  felt  as  thouij;h 
a  jjreat  load  liaii  Ikch  liftcii  from  my  shoulders. 
V\  ith  th.ise  two  men  so  close  at  li:ind,  surely  noth- 
ing: \ei-y  serious  could  liappen  to  Miss  N'au^han  I 

Sii7imotuls  and  I  spent  the  remainder  of  tlic 
cvenin^r  in  di.cussmLj  the  case,  hut  neither  of  us 
was  able  to  shed  any  new  li^lit  upon  it.  ShortK' 
after  iie\en.  tlic  two  iiien  wlio  were  to  form  the 
relief  arri\  ed,  and  just  as  we  starred  for  the  wall, 
(iodfrey  dro\e  in  from  the  hi;^rhway.  It  needeil 
hut  a  moment  to  tell  him  of  our  arranj^etnent?, 
which  he  heartily  approved  II-  -oj-.ed  us,  and 
wc  Wire  soon  at  tlie  foot  of  the  ladder.  While 
we  v.,iiteil,  Sinimonds  ^avi  (!ie  new  men  the  same 
minute  instructions  he  had  •^nven  the  others;  and 
presently  we  heard  a  slight  scrnpinp:  r gainst  die 
wall,  .md  the  men  who  li.ul  li.-,;i  on  duty  re- 
crossed  it. 

i  hey  IkuI  nothlnir  of  esp.'cial  in'ercst  to  report. 
'i'hc  vo^i  and  .Miss  \'aui,'!ian  li  id  t.;ken  a  stroll 
t!irouL:!i  the  Lir-'  i;;ds  larlv  in  the  r\cninfr;  and  rny 
heart  .ank  as  the  det--  tive  added  tliat  thev  seemed 
to  he  talklnij  e.irneslly  to^jethrr.  'l}\:r  tliev  h;id 
re-en.tercd  tli     house,  aiul   Miss  N'.tu-.'han  hi  1   re- 
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iiiaiiK'd  in  t!ic  llhr;!r\  looking  at  a  luxik,  w'lile  livi' 
i.()m;ni!iHMi  pasbijj  on  out  ot  sii^iit.  At  ti-c  cwd 
ot  ai:  hour,  s;ic  had  l1o-,cJ  t!'.c  book,  biiut  ar.J 
loi^kcd  the  outer  ioor.  .uid  tui'ncdi  out  the  I'^'/r.:. 
Another  liL'iit  luui  .ippeared  shortly  alrei-wards  m 
a  room  upstairs.  h.  too,  had  been  e\tiMu;i.:ishe.,l 
half  an  liour  hiter,  and  the  deteeti\"es  presuriied 
that  she  had  <^one  to  bed.  Alter  that,  the  Iiousc 
had  remained  In  complete  liarkness.  Hie  >er\- 
. lilts  h.ad  spent  tlie  e\enin^  s;tting  on  a  porJi  at 
tiic  rear  of  the  house,  talking;  tn.^i-'ther,  but  liad 
;.;nne  in  early,  presumablv  to  bed. 

When  the  men  li:'.vl  tinislud  their  repiat.  Slm- 
monds  dismissed  tliem,  and  i!ie  two  uIid  were  to 
t.:ke  u]i  tlio  watch  crossed  the  wall  and  pa^-ed 
1  rom  sii^lit. 

"And  now,  Simmoiuls,"  said  (lodlrev,  "conic 
alonu;  ;ind  I'll  show  \ou  what  started  me  to  \\ati.bi- 

inir  that  house,   and  caused  me  to  get   Lester  out 

1         " 
lie  re. 

Simmonds  tojlowed  iiirn  uji  the  ladder  without 
a  word,  and  I  came  aloni^  behind.  We  were  soon 
t^n   the   limli. 

"  <  )t    course,"    (iodtrev   added,    A\he;i    we   w-ro 
111  place,  "  it  is  just  possible  lliat  notlriiir  will  liap- 
ycn.      Ihit  I  think  the  sliow  will  conie  ott  as  u^u;l!. 
Look    straii^h.t   out   oxer    the    trees,    Snnmonds 
ah!  " 
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Hi.LjIi  in  tl'.L'  iKMNL'iis  t!i,ir  sti-.in;^^'  star  sjiiMn^^ 
sudiiciii}'  i!U()  liciiiu:.  L';In\vcii.  hriL^htc!K\i,  huriK-J 
srccl-Muc;  t!icn  slowly  aiul  slowly  it  iloatcd  t.iw\s!i, 
strai.^iit  down:  ho\-crcd,  hurst  iiito  a  thousaiul 
sjKirks. 

Aiul,  scarvcly  aMc  to  bclic\"c  niv  cve<.  I  saw 
staiuiiii^f  there  against  t!ic  niu;ht  two  wiiitc-rohcd: 
iiL.'ures,  with  anr.s  cxteiulcd  aiui  tacc^:  raised;  and 
tlicn   thev  \'anislieej   ai^ain   into   the   darkness. 

I'or  an  instant  we  sat  tlu -e  silent,  still  staring. 
Then  (lodtrey  drew  a  deep  breath. 

'■  i  kared  sol  ''  he  said.  "  Miss  \'auji;han  has 
become  a  eonvert  I 

And  he  led  the  wav  down  the  ladder. 
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i  WAS  honestly  ^^laJ  r<.  ^ct  hack  to  the  office, 
next  rnornin^^r,  for  I  kit  the  need  of  work  —  ah- 
sorhinir  work —  to  take  my  mind  oft  the  problem 
of  \Vorthii:^ton  X'aughan's  death,  and  especially 
to  relie\e  me  from  the  depression  into  which  his 
daiij^hter's  inexpiicalile  conduct  had  plunged  mc. 
When  I  thought  of  her,  it  was  with  impatience 
and  aversion,  for  I  folt  that  she  had  deserted  to 
the  enemy  ami  turned  her  !>ack  upon  the  man  who 
loved  her,  in  the  hour  of  his  utmost  need. 

As  I  saw  It,  lier  conduct  was  little  short  of 
heartless.  She  had  summoned  her  lover  to  her 
side,  antl  he  had  come;  instant!)  and  without  hesi- 
tation, without  pausing  to  consider  the  danger  to 
him^eli.  he  liad  ans\' ered  her  call;  in  conse(|uenee 
o!  t!iat  high  devotion,  he  was  now  in  prison, 
charged  with  a  dreadful  crim.c;  hut,  instead  of 
fiasrenin-  to  Iiim.  instead  of  standing  !)y  his  side 
and  proclaiming  to  the  whole  world  her  iielief  in 
his  itinoce!\-c,  she  lielil-eratelv  ^food  aloof.  It  was 
a.rj.ist  as  if  slie  her>elf  helie\eii  in  his  guilt  I  The 
world,  at  least,  could  drav,-  ik.  otlur  inference. 
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Hut  she  IkkI  (.ionc  more  than  that.  She  had 
ahandoned  herself  to  the  fate  froin  wiiich  he  had 
tried  to  sa\e  her.  Her  presence  at  SiKa's  side 
could  ha\'e  only  one  meaning  she  had  hecoine 
his  disciple,  had  accepted,  his  faith,  was  ready  to 
follow  hini.  The  thou^'iit  turned  nie  sick  at  heart, 
ior  lier  as  well  as  ior  Swam,  but  tor  Swam  most 
of  all,  for  he  had  tlone  nothing  to  merit  such  mis- 
fortune, while  she,  at  least,  had  chosen  her  road 
v.nd  was  folUjwini!;  it  with  open  eyes.  Small 
wonder  that  I  thou|;ht  o!  her  with  an<i;er  and  re- 
sentment, yes,  and  with  a  \a^ue  liistrust,  for,  at 
tile  very  hack  ot  my  mind  was  the  suspicion  that 
'he  had  i)een  a  decoy  to  lure  Swain  to  his  destruc- 
t'.i'n. 

I  threw  myself  feverishly  into  the  work  which 
had  accumulated  at  the  office,  in  order  to  tear  my 
mind  away  from  thouj^hts  like  these;  but  when 
-Mr.  Koyce  arrived,  1  had  to  yo  o\er  tlie  case 
with  him,  and  1  have  seldom  seen  a  man  more 
puz/ied  or  astonished. 

"  I  shall  defend  Swain,  of  course,"  I  concluded, 
"  and  I'ni  hopinjj;  that  somethinjr  in  his  lavour  will 
turn  up  before  long,  but  I  haven't  the  remotest 
idea  what  it  will  be.  He  can't  be  tried  till  fall, 
and  tTioanwhilc  I'm  n'raid  he'll  have  to  stay  in 
jail. 

"  Ves;  I  sei'  no  way  o|  i^ettin;^  him  out."  ajj;reed 
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111}  partner.      "  But  tlic  girl's  il,ui<icr  is  tniicl'!  more 
suriiHis.      Can't  \vc  Jo  soiTictiiinL,^  jor  her?" 

It's  ditlicult  to  cio  an>tIiinL;  against  t;^;-  will,'' 
I  poiiitcil  out.  "  Jjcsidcs,  I've  los":  iiitLrc-:  in  her 
a  little." 

"Don't  blanic  her  too  much  —  Me  must  uo 
c\crythin.L!;  we  ean.  .Since  slie  isn't  of  age.  she'll 
iia\e  to  ha\e  a  guardian  appointed.  He  might  do 
something." 

"  I  had  thought  of  that;  I'll  suggest  to  her  to- 
iilght  that  she  let  me  arrange  for  a  gu;irdian. 
Hut  it  we  wait  f(jr  a  court  to  take  action,  I'm 
a  I  raid  we'll  he  too  late.  Swain  seems  to  think, 
that   the  danger  is  \ery  pressing." 

"  At  least  we  can  make  one  more  effort,"  said 
Mr.  Koyce.  "  I'll  ha\  e  my  wife  dri\e  out  to  >ee 
her  this  aiternoon.  Perhaps  she  can  tio  some- 
thing," and  he  went  to  the  'phone  to  make  the 
arrangements. 

I  -irned  hack  to  my  work,  hut  found  nnself 
nil. I, lie  to  take  it  u]\  lor  my  conscience  told  me 
th;it  1  ouglit  to  see  Swain,  make  sure  that  he  was 
eomlo,  table,  and  ilo  what  I  couKi  to  rel:e\e  his 
anxiety.  It  was  not  a  pleasant  task,  for  I  should 
!;a\e  to  dimt  my  f.iilure,  hut  at  last  I  put  I'lv 
work  asiile,  made  my  way  reluctantlv  to  the  rombs, 
and  asked  to  see  him. 

I  hey  hail  gl\en  him   a   welMiglited  cell   on   t!ie 
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upper  tier,  and  sonic  of  his  own  thiii^s  !i:ul  !)ccn 
brcHi^ht  in  to  soltcii  its  bareness,  luu  iiu  Iirst  ul.'Mce 
at   Sv.  ain  told  nie  tliat  he  was   in  a   bad  v.av. 

Is  sHl   all   riuht?  "  was  his  tirs:  (juestion,  a:;  1 
his  c\es  seenu'd  to  burn  into  nic. 

"  '\  es,"    I    ar.suered    a    little   testilw    "  she's    rdl 
r-.Ljht      -  tliat     i-.     if"     you     mean     Miss     WuiL^flian. 
]  '  V    hea\en's    sake,    Swain,    be    a    little    sei^.siliie. 
\\  hat  >  the  use  of  workmL,^  \o'.irself'  up  into  a  sta.te 
liki    thisi      Dill    you    sleep    anv    last    I'iL'iit?" 
"  No,"    said    Swain,    af'ter   thinking;    a    minute. 
No.   I  iielie\-e  not." 
"  I  lou-  aliout  breakfast?  " 

I   don  t  seef7i   to   remember  about  breakt'ast.  " 
lie   answered,    after  anotlier  nioment's  th.ouij;ht. 

I  stepped  to  the  door,  idled  tlie  ^uaril.  and. 
jnittin^r  a  bill  into  his  hatnl.  asked  him  to  send  up 
the  prison  barber  ami  t  ha\e  a  <i;ood  jiieal  sent 
in  in  the  course  of  li  !f  an  hour.  W'lien  the  bar- 
Iht  arri\-ed.  I  h;;,l  '  i  take  Swain  in  fiand,  u^w 
hnm  a  sha\e  atid  shampoo  and  general  fresheniiy; 
up.  Then  I  saw  that  he  -  it  into  eban  thin-s; 
:mi\  tlien  the  breakfast  arri\  ed,  ai^i  I  made  hitn 
sit  down  and  eat.  I  le  obeyed  p.assi\elv,  ai:  1  ! 
could  sec  the  food  did  him  ^ood.  When  he  h:\'.\ 
finished  his  c<''n'e,    i   handed  him  a   (ii^ar. 

"  Now,  Swam,"   I   bc,u;a!),  sittin<j;  ilown  opiioslte 
him,  "  I'm  iro'm'j-  to  talk  to  \nu  seriously.      In  the 
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lirst  place,  Mi^s  Wui^^han  is  in  no  lianncr.  Si;!!- 
!Tiiiiuls  had  two  :-]i.n  in  the  ;;riiLiruls  watcliing  the 
house  all  last  iii^rht,  ready  U>  intert'erL-  at  tlic  L'ast 
siL^ii  of  anythi.MLr  uroiii:.  'Jliat  watch  will  he 
kept  up  as  lonjr  as  Miss  X'auLMiaii  remains  there."" 
I  hat"s  i;o.).!,""  lie  said.  "  1  didn"t  kiio\,  th:\r. 
liut  just  the  same,  she  mustn't  remain  there. 
l''.\en  with  th.e  nieii  on  guard,  vou  may  be  too 
late." 

"Just  what  is  it  you're  afraitl  of?"  1  asked 
him,  curiously.  "  Do  nou  th.ink  her  life's  in 
dan<i;er?  " 

"Worse  than  iliati"'  saitl  .Swain  thickly,  his 
lace  suddenly  livii!.      "Oh,  worse  than  that!" 

I  confess  that  I  cauglit  something  of  his  horror; 
1  ut  I   shook  myself   impatiently. 

"  1  can't  believe  that,"  I  said.  "  Hut,  in  any 
case,  our  men  will  he  at  hand.  At  the  least  out- 
cry, they  will  burst  into  the  house.  .\nd  remem- 
ber, the  three  servants  are  there." 

Ihey  cut  no  figure.  !f  they  vlidn't  hear  those 
screams  the  other  night,  do  you  think  they  would 
hear  any  others?  Vou  must  get  her  away  from 
there,  Mr.  Lester,"  he  went  on  rapidly.  "If  she 
won't  come  of  her  own  accord,  \ou  must  use 
force." 

"  Hut,  my  dear  Swain,"  I  objected,  "  I  can't 
ilo  that.      Do  you  want  me  to  kidnaj)  her?" 
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"  Just  that  —  !t'  it's  r.LVcs-:irv."" 

1  iicii   1  d  >(i(ir,  \mj  oi^cLi; i\  ir.u;  a  i-i.l!  here,  too. 
1   wont  sec  unat  ;.,';()oJ  ttiat  \\ouIJ  vio." 

it    would    save    her,"    he    asserteJ,    doLTi^eillv. 
It  \\ouKl  sa\e  hcv.      That's  the  onK-  tn.intf  to  eon- 

SlLier." 

I'ut  I  rose  to  my  teet  in  sudiien  ''npatienee; 
v.l.a.t  uiiiMcierat'on  was  she  showiiit;  tOr  hi:ii  or  lOr 
ine  or  tor  anvonc  ? 

"  \'ou're  talkiii;;  i'oohshly,"  I  said.  "  \ r.u'd 
nn;ch  lietter  he  thinking;  of  your  owh  danger;  it's 
ii'ueh  more  rea!  t'laii  hers."  I  had  an  impulse  t>) 
add  th.at,  since  she  had  chosen  her  path,  it  w.is 
tolly  to  waste  pity  upon  lier,  but  I  managed  V) 
check,  die  words.  "Has  a.ny  new  light  un  tiic 
case  oc^urrctl  to  you?  "' 

"  No,"  lie  answered,  listlessly.  "  I  haven't 
thow^'u  about  it.  \Vhen  do  \.)u  see  her  again, 
-Mr.   Lester?" 

I'm  to  see  her  to-night." 
"Will   \ou  gi\e  her  a   note   from  me?" 

^  es,"  I  agreed. 
Ills  I'ace  lighced  again  at  that,  and  ho  cleared 
a  corner  ot"  his  table  and  'at  down  to  .vrite  t!ie 
r.ote.  It  was  e\identl\  diilicuk  to  eo;r.r'0^e,  for  he 
tore  up  two  drafts  betore  he  got  one  to  suit  him. 
Ijut  :it  last  it  was  donu,  ami  he  folded  it,  rum- 
maged  an   enwiope  out  ui  a   pile  of  [^ijiers  on  a 
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t!i;!;'-,    ..lipj'cJ  tiic  note   into   it,   and   handed   it  to 
inc. 

I  here,"  he  said,  and  his  lace  was  iiriglit  with 
hope.      "  I    t!ii;ik   that   will   settle   it." 

I  was  lar  from  sliariii;j;  his  certainty,  hut  I  put 
th.e  en\eIo]ie  in  my  poe'ket,  assured  nnsi.df  tliat 
ti;ere  ^\;is  iioth.:ni,f  more  I  louKl  do  for  hirii,  aiul 
r(.'t;irn..d  to  'he  I'dnw  Ju-t  -.is  I  w:!s  L^'ttiiiL;  read.v 
til  i^aNe,  .^ '  r.  i\oyce  came  in,  a  ehaii^rined  h)ok. 
o:;  !iis  I. ice. 

".Ml-,.  Iv.\  '■  jjst  teleplioned  me,''  lie  said. 
"  She  ih'ove  oi'  t!:ere.  as  I  asked  her  to,  hut 
.Miss  \'.iu,uhan  .    lu'-ed  to  sei-  her." 

I  iiad  'xpe  ted  ir,  hut  ihe  eertainty  t!'at  we  had 
l.iileii  .i^a'n  chd  not  .aI'.I  t)  ;m\-  ehci'rl'ulness. 

"  Sw.iin  w,i";s  us  to  kid;'.ip  !ier,"  I  slid,  v.ith 
a  twisted  smile. 

I'm    not   sur^    Init    that    lie's    right,"    s.iid    mv 
;  ariner.  and.  \\.:,,it  t'ringhtl'ullv  awa\. 

I  went  tc  my  rmims.  cdr'.nged,  hail  dinner  at  a 
quiet  restaurant,  and  then  took  the  ele\;ited  for 
t!ie  h'ng  trip  to  the  15n'.-i\.  It  was  al'ter  eight 
oMock  wlien  I  pulled  th,e  hell  beside  t!ie  tall  gates 
to  !  Imiiurst.  'Idle  g:trdener  v.  ;;s  exidei-tly  ex- 
pect.ng  nie,  I"]-  JK'  appearei!  aintost  at  once  nnd 
avltuitted  me.  Without  naiting  for  him,  I 
M-alkeii    u]^    the    dri\e    toward    the    iKuise.       idle 
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liphts  u-ca-  on  in  the  library,  and  I  stcppcl  up  u, 

t.le   open    dnor. 

IIk'h  I  stopped,  and  my  heart  fell.  I-,,,-  tJiere 
^WTC  tu-o  whitc-rohed  n.^ures  in  the  room.  One 
Has  Mis?  \'nu^rhan  and  the  other  was  I'Vancisco 
^iKa.       I  he  ^irl   was  slttin,Lj  at  his   feet. 

'I'iuv  liad  eM'dently  heard  my  footsteps,  {or 
t'uv  were  looklni;  touard  the  door,  and  Miss 
^au^!lan  arose  as  soon  as  [  came  within  the  cirele 
"i  h'^iit.  P>ut  if  I  expected  her  to  show  any  em- 
h.irra>-sme!;r,    I    was   d!sap[    .Jmed. 

-Come  In.  Mr.  Lester."  .h.  said.  '•  f  hel'eve 
>oii  ha\e  not  met  Senor  *^il\a." 

■/'lie  vo^l  had  risen.  a„d  now  he  howed  to  me. 
'•"ur   encounters   heretof,,re   have   heen   purelv 
<<'nn:d;'  he  said,  smihnfr.      -  I  am  iiappv  to  n>eet 
.^'Hi,  Mr.  J. ester." 

IHs  mann.r  was  friendiv  and  unaftected.  and 
'■•'ip^''-ceptihly  some  of  my  distrust  of  him  slipped 
away. 

"  I  have  toKl  SeAor  Silva,"  .Miss  \-;,u^hnn  con- 
t  '-.wed,  when  we  were  seated.  "  that  vou  have  con- 
^^■Mted  to  act  as  my  man  of  Inislness." 

^'  .\nd  h  is  my  intention,"  broke  in  Silva.  "to 
Iv--cch  Mr.  Lester  t..  consent  to  aa  a>  mv  .nan 
^•1  husmess  also.  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  need 
one." 
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1  w  ns  nor  at  ;'.ll  si;rc  of  it.  lor  he  sc.incd  .'iipablc 
(,{  (!',:'.1'iil;  V  it!i  :iP.v  s;tii;it/)n. 

"  It  •Acukl  .'Kit  he  ',iosm!i1c  for  !nc  tr.  represent 
divergent  iiitcrLbts,"  I  pointed  out. 

"  My  Jear  sir."  protebtej  the  voL!;i.  '"  there  will 
be  iio  (.li\-erii;ent  !!itertst<:.  Suppose  we  put  it  in 
this  way:  }()u  will  represent  Miss  \  auL^han,  and 
will  (l.spose  ot  my  interests  t rom  tliat  staiul[M)int. 
I  here  eould  he  no  ohii-etion  to  that.  1  suppose."'  "' 
No,''  I  answered,  slowly;  "hut  helore  we  go 
into  tliat,  let  nie  uiuierstantl  exaetU'  wiiat  tliese 
intere^'ts  aie.  .Mr.  \  aughan's  estate  1  uiuler- 
staiid,  IS  ;i  larLie  o!ie." 

Sih.i  shruL,fL;ed  his  shouKlers. 

I  ha\  e  uiulerstootl  so,"  he  said,  "  Ini;  1  know 
iiothm;^  about  it,  be\ond  what  -Mr.  \  aui;h:Mi  hiui- 
selt    told   me.'' 

■■  W'li.i^  was  tliat?  " 

"  1  li.-r  it  was  his  intention  t<i  ^i\e  this  {lace  as 
a  nionastery  tor  tlie  studv  ot  our  reliLjion,  and  to 
endo.\    :t." 

"  Did  he  mention  the  amoinU  of  the  entiow- 
menr  r  " 

lie  as'ked  me.  not  I01114  ai:",  if  a  million  dol- 
Kirs    u  Hild    ;H'   sutfuienr." 

"  1  lad  he  dr.'.wn  v\i  a  diii:^]  of  j^ift  ?  " 


I    do   not    know 
"  (  'r  ni.ide  a   uil 
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Again  S  Iva  shrugycd  inJittcrvntly  to  indicate 
that  he  wair  also  igncrant  on  that  point,  and  1 
turned  10  Miss  Vaughan. 

li  ti.^rc  is  a  will/'  I  asked,  "  where  would  it 
proh;;!'!;-  he?  " 

Ih.rc  .^  a  .fe  here,"  she  said,  ''  in  which  my 
fathc-  k.jit  iiis  papers  ol  \ahit,"  and  she  went  to 
the  V  .  ".  and  swung  out  a  hini:cvl  section  of  shelv- 
ing.    The  door  of  a  safe  appeared  hchind  it. 

i  r.pproachrd  and  h'oked  at  it,  then,  tr^^  ;  the 
door,  hut  it  was  locked. 

To  open  th.is,  we  must  know  the  combination," 
I  said:  ''  or  else  we  shaH  fia\e  to  get  an  expert." 
"I   know  the  combination,"  she  broke   in;   "it 
is 

Ibjt  I  sropped  Iier. 

■'My  ckar  Miss  Vaughan,"  I  laughed,  "one 
doesn't  go  around  proclaiming  the  combination  of 
a  safe.      1  low  do  xou  !ia[)pen  to  kno/  it?  " 

"  -My  tatlicr  otten  had  nie  open  the  safe  for 
liiin." 

"  Docs  anyone   else  know  it?  " 
*'  I  do  not  think  so." 

"  Well,  suppose  wc  see  what  is  in  the  snh."   F 
suggested,    and,    as    she    knelt    before 
away.      I,  at  least,  did  not  wish  to  know  liw  Loai- 
bination.      That  Silva  already  kiiev        "  •    ' 
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I  heard  the  tuirhi;g  of  the  knob,  arid  a  sharp 
dlik  as  the  boks  were  thrown  back.  1  licii  I 
walketl  to  Miss  \'au^:^han's  side  and  knelt  bcsicie 
her.  i  hie  interior  oi  tlie  sate  was  di\idcd  iiuo 
the  usual  eiiniparcinents.  one  of  ihem  ecjuippcd 
Avith  a  Vale  loik.  ihe  ke>  was  in  the  lock,  and 
1  turned  it,  s\\  uni;  the  little  door  open,  and  drew 
out  the  drawer  ulileh  lay  behind  it. 

"  It  there  is  a  will,  it  is  probably  here,''  I  saiil; 

let  us  see,"  and  I  carried  the  diawcr  o\  er  to  tlie 
li^ht. 

Miss  N'auj^han  t'nllowed  iTie.  but  Sil\a  hat!  sunk 
back  inro  his  chair,  and  was  starini;  abstracteoA- 
th!()iiu,h  the  open  door  out  into  the  darkness,  as 
thou.^ii  our  proceediniTs  interested  him  not  at  all. 
'I  hen,  as  I  looked  into  the  drawer,  I  ga\e  a  li'.tle 
^^asp  ol  astonishment,  for  it  was  almost  hlled  with 
p.ickets  ot  bills.  1  here  were  li\e  of  them,  nea.tiv 
sealed  in  wrappers  of  the  National  Citv  Ba.ik, 
a  nil  ea.h  cndorseLl  to  contain  ten  tiu)u>and  dol- 
lars. 

"  Whv  did  your  l'"thcr  require  all  this  ni'mey?  " 
I    askcvl.    but   Miss   \'auifh.in   shook   her   head. 

"lie  al\\a\s  kept  money  there,"  she  saiil, 
"  tli<iu^h   1  ne\er  knew  the  amount." 

I  L!;laiKed  at  the  vo^i,  but  his  re\  er\-  remained 
luibriiken.  J  hen  1  laid  the  packets  m  the  ta'ule 
ami  ilippi  d  deeper  into  the  lii-.ov.  '•        i'here   were 
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t\vo  bank-books,  sonic  lucnioranda  cf  sea; ri ;!(.•>.  a 
S!;ia!l  casli-liook,  aiu!.  at  the  \cry  bottom,  an  i;n- 
scalcti  cn\clopc  LjKlorsci.  "  Last  will  and  tcsta- 
nicnt  of  WortJiini;ton  \'au-lian.'' 

"  1  Icrc  uc  arc,"  I  saiii,  took  it  out,  and  re- 
placed the  rest  of  tlie  contents.      "  Shall  we  read 

it    LOW?  " 

"  "l  cs,  I  siiould  like  to  read  it,'"  she  answcrctl 
quietly. 

I  he  document  was  a  shorr  one.  It  IkuI  l\  i- 
liently  been  tlrawn  ly  WiiJL'han  liin-self,  for  it  was 
written  simply  a.f.d  witiiout  !e:j;al  j'lh.rases.  It  had 
Iieen  witnessed  by  i  L-nry  ami  Katiierine  Schneidu-, 
and  was  tlated  udy  a  week  pre\ioubl_\  —  but  three 
da_\s  before  tl^.e  murkier. 

"Who  are     'lese   witnesses?"   I   asked. 
1  hey  are  the  co;,k  and  the  gardener." 

"  Do  you  reco-nise  your  father's  writifiL";  ?  " 
r)h,  yes;  there  can  be  no  (luestlnn  as  to  tliat." 

It  was  a  pe^Ldiar  wntmu;,  and  a  \ei"\-  character- 
istic one;  not  easy  to  read  ur.'dl  i^n^:  ^rew  accus- 
tomeii  to  it.  Cut  at  rhe  eiui  nf  a  few  minutes  I 
had  jnastered  it.  Tlie  pro\;sions  oi  the  will  were 
snnpie:  I  Imhurst  and  the  sum  ot  one  million  du!- 
lars  in  neL,Mitia!ile  securities  were  left  absolutelv 
to  "  my  dear  ai'd  re\ered  M  ^ier,  I'ranci-co  >i!va. 
IViest  of  t!ie  Third  Circle  of  Siva,  and  V<.^i  of 
tb.c  Ninth   Deirrce,  ^o  uIkiim   1  owe  mv  soul's  sal- 
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vation."  ii;c  'ic'iiiest  ti)  I'c  used  tor  the  purpose 
nl  |wu:ui;;iLj  ;i  lUDiiasterv  lor  the  stuil\-  i^l  the  liuc- 
trinei  r.\  S;;  ;\;ii;,ni.  aiul  as  an  as\Iu!ii  lor  ali  truo 
hehe\e;'s.  I  lie  renialtiuer  (jf  hi.-,  est:i*e  \v::s  lelt 
ahsdlutei)  ti)  his  thiu^hter,  tn  uispnsc  ot  :is  "-he 
SAW  hi.  "  It  :s,  Ii()UL\er,  rnv  eai"iiest  wi-h,"  the 
w.ll  ediitlutleci.  "  that  uiv  (iauL;hter  Marjcjric 
sh.uild  enter  upon  th.c  Way,  nwd  aeeept  tiie  h';^Ii 
'.ie>lin\-  wliieh  the  Master  otters  her  as  a  I'riesiess 
(it  (lur  (ireat  LorJ.  May  the  All-Seei;:^^  ^  )n^: 
fj;ui(.ie  her  steps  arii^h.t  I  " 

'I  here  was  a  tnt.tnent's  silence  a^-.  I  iinishM;  t'len 
I  i^hiULeii  ;ir  Miss  \';iu,L'!ian.  I  ler  e_\es  were  tixeii; 
her  tace  was  rapt  ami  shiiiinLj. 

Siie  ielt  my  L;a/.e  upon  iier,  anvl  turneLi  to  I.k-j 
3ne. 

"  As  your  attorney.  Miss  \'au^lian,"  i  said,  "  it 
is  my  duty  to  ad.\ise  \nv  that  tliis  will  wo.ihj  l^\■r^^- 
\\h\v  not  liold  i!i  hiw.  I  think  it  would  be  com- 
j-taratixeK  e.'.sy  to  con\;nce  a;,v  court  t!uit  your 
lather  wa>  Jiot  of  sfumd  mind  when  he  drew  it. 
"^  ou  see,  Sefuu-  Silxa.""  I  added,  "  that  tiiere  is 
at  once  n  conflict  ot'  interests." 

Inir  S;!\a  sh.ook  his  head  witli  a  I'ttle  smile, 
lliere    is    no    cdntlict,"    he    said.      "  It"    Miss 
\'au;.l!uin    does    not    apnroxe    her    tat!le""^ 
the\   are  as  though  tliev  were  not  I  " 
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atcly.  her  hands  ug,i;n>t  her  heart.      "  1  d"  np^rovc 

ttieiii  . 

'•  All  of  them?  "'  I  asked. 

She  swuim  full  upon  v.\c.  her  eyes  atb.:r;e. 

'•Ves,air..t  them!  "'she  cried.  •■()!:.  Master, 
receive  n-.e'."  and  she  ilung  herselt  on  !icr  knees 
bv  Silva's  chair. 


CIIAI'TI-R    XXI 

llli.    \I.M0N    1  \     11 1  i.    (KVSTAr. 

SlI.VA  laid  a  haiiJ  tciulcrly  upiui  the  liowcJ  head, 
as  though  in  hci]C('ictiMii,  hut  1  couKi  ha\c  iUuni 
tlicrc  was  uiiIicK  triunijih  in  liis  c\cs.  !  cau^J.t 
but  a  n-linipsc  of  it.  (nv  he  veiled  theni  iiistantiv  and 
bnucd  Ills  head,  and  his  lii)s  tjKned  as  it'  i.-i  [irayer. 
1  iie  IsMeeliii^^r  h^uvc  \\  ^  (juiveri!!:;  w'th  soIk  ;  I 
CMiild  heariheni  in  her  riiroat:  and  my  heart  turned 
si^iN  as  I  ^a\\•  how  she  jierjiiitted  liis  caressino; 
t"iiih.  1  hen,  suddenly,  she  spr.uiij;  erect,  and, 
Withdur  a   L^Iance  at  me,   huiTied   tnim  the  vnr,in. 

1  liere    was    silence    lor   a    monient,    then    Sil\a 
arose  and   faced  me. 

"  \nd  see  how  it  is,   Mr.  Lester,"  he  said. 

'■  "i  es,"  I  an^werid  drily,  "  I  see  how  't  is." 

I  relolded  the  will,  slipped  it  h.ack  into  its  en- 
velope, restored  't  to  the  drawer,  made  sure  that 
all  the  packets  wcre  tliere,  too,  rejdaced  the  drawer 
HI  the  sate,  closed  the  d')or,  twirled  tlie  km  \\  swuni; 
the  shehes  into  place  in  front  of  it.  a.nd  tinall-v, 
my  sell-control  jnirtiallv  re^a'ned,  turned  Inuk  to 
Siiva. 

'■  \\  ell."  I  said,  and  mv  \-oice  sounded  \-erv 
Hat.  "  '  t  us  m:  down  r.nd  talk  it  o\-er." 
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Mc  u'hcelcJ  Ii;>  dvdlv  :ir(juiid  i.i  lace  :ik'  uaJ 
s.it  J<ju:i.  I  I'  oko.l  at  him  in  silence  tor  a  mo- 
iricnt.  r!ie  ]]]dn  was  \'ii'i!e,  uoniiiKiir.  ;  tiiere  '•■.is 
i:i  iiis  aspect  sonietliin^  i.-iiprcbsis  e  ar.J  cinj^el- 
lin^.  SiiKiU  wonder  tliis  cliiM  ot  nuiet.en  luul 
{ov.'.kI  herseli'  unaMe  to  stand  at^^alnst  him! 

"  I  know  what  is  in  \(nir  inind,"  he  said,  at  hist. 
"  Bur.  after  ah,  ::  was  lier  lather's  wish.  That 
siioLiKi  V.  ei^h  \\ith  you." 

"  1  ler    lather  was  mad." 

"I  Llei'.'/  it.  I  !e  was  very  sane.  lie  lound 
the  \\':i\-,  andi  i;e  has  set  her  I'eet  upon  It." 

"What  \\a\:"  i  demanded.  "Where  d^ci 
it  kad?" 

"  i'l.e  Whi}-  of  life.  It  leads  to  [ie  ice  ;ind  hap- 
piness." 

He  uaered  the  words  as  with  !'nallt}  ;  but  I 
ihruL'ij;ei.l  them  impatiently  away. 

"  Don't  i'.o.it  o:!  into  \()ur  mysticism,"  I  -aid. 
'■  Let  lis  keep  our  teet  on  the  earth.  '1  ou  !r..i\ 
!^e  sincere,  or  \ou  may  not  —  it  is  impossil^te  tor 
::;e  to  say.  But  I  know  this  —  it  is  not  t.iir  !  > 
that  child  to  take  her  at  iier  word.  She  doesn't 
re.ali-.e  wiiat  she  is  doing.  I  don't  know  what  ;t 
is  \ou  p];:n  for  her,  but  before  you  do  an\ 'Jiii^j. 
she  iiui'^t  ha\  e  a  chatice  to  tind  herselt.  She  rr.u->'. 
be  t.iken  out  oi  this  atmos'phere  into  a  h^ah!.  er 
ii!ie.  until   s!ie  has  rallied   troni   die  slio.k  01    her 
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futiicr's  dcuth,  and  cnicrt^cd  from  the  shadow  of 
his  influence.  She  nuist  have  time  to  ^et  back 
!ier  self-contn-i.  i  hen  siie  chooses  to  return. 
Well  and  ^^ood." 

"']"()  all  \our  'musts.'  Mr.  Lester."  retorted 
Silva.  "  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  willinj.;.  1  have 
not  lifted  a  ilnj^er  to  lietain  her.  I>ut  what  it  she 
u  ill  not  tj;o?  " 

"   Then  she  must  he  n:ade  to  i^ix" 

"  .\not!iir  '  mu-t  '  I  "  he  rejoined  lightly.  "  1 
would  ren.ind  \ou  that  sh.e  is  mistress  ot  Iht  own 
actions.  Neither  \ou  ivr  I  can  comiihI  !kt  to  do 
aiutliini!;  she  lioes  not  wis!;  to  do.  It  has  been 
a  'j.\\:\  hapi'iness  to  !ne  tJMt  she  has  chosen  as 
sjic  has:  it  would  ha\e  been  a  .Ui'eat  ^-orrow  to 
me  li.id  she  decided  ditlerently.  Pnit  I  shouhl 
have  ac(]uiesced.  Ndw  it  is  l^r  you  ti'  acquiesce. 
\tui-  all,  wliat  ela';;n  h;ive  \ou  u;^o;;  her.' 

"  I  admit  that  I  have  no  claim,"  I  said,  more 
caimlv.  '"  I)ut  there  is  one  who  has  a  claim,  .ind 
to  whom  she  is  boun«.l  to  Isten." 

"  Vou  refer,  no  doubt,  to  that  misguided  young 
man  who  is  now  in  prison." 

'■  '  refer  to  Frederic  Sw.iin.  ve^,  '  I  rit'nud 
ii.  i;>.  "  '  "  •••;;e  he  is  in  prison.  And  how  did 
he  get  L.....^.  .iv  com^'^'f  "hr"  <h''  c'lbd  h-n; 
bv  trying  fo  nss'st  her." 

■  Was  rlnir   I  kill    her    father?" 
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came  to  his  death  I  ^\o  not  know;  but  I  do  know 
that  Swain  had  no  hand  in  it."' 

"  Vet  he  is  in  prison,"  he  remiiuled  nie. 

"  Innoi-ent  men  ha\e  been  in  [Tibon  helore  this. 
I  will  Lict  him  (iut." 

'*  15v  what  means?  "' 

■■  1)V  liniliiij^  tile  real  nun'derer'"  !  s.'.ul,  and 
1,  liked  at  him  with  e_\c>  uhiJi  I  know  were  hl'.'.Ll- 
shot. 

He  returned  my  L!:a/e  steavMv. 
So  vou  think  1   ,U!i  t!ie  murderer:  "'  he  asked, 
ijuietK . 

!  i^ot  a  ^rip  ol'  m\sell' — •  I  saw  tluit  I  liad  ,u-:.e 
I'.)  lar. 

'■  I  do  not  know  what  to  think."  I  .iiisuered. 
■  »  am  seeking  liyht.  In  any  e\ent,  Swain 
merits  some  consideration.  .Miss  X'auLrhan  should, 
at  ie.ist,  listen  to  what  he  has  i  She  prom- 

ised to  marry  him." 

"  She  has  withdrawn  that  promise." 

"  She  has  never  said  so." 

"  She  lias  withdrawn  it  in  choosing  as  sh 
Jio-en.      i'hev   who  serve   in  the  temple  ot   biva 
turn   their  backs  on  marriage.'' 


'.Gi 
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I   pi,     the  WDPuS  away  fmrn  ;ne  wit'    :i  Lrcsturc, 

"■   1  Iku    i:)Lans    iiDtiiiiii,^    to    inc,"     1    s.;:d.      "  I 

kii'iw   nothing  ot   the   temple  ot    Si'.a.      I    wish  to 

know    nothinu;.    tor   iiusticisni    repels    tr.e.      But    1 

'.jo  know  tha'  she  ga\  e  he!"  wo:\i :  I  Ji   know  that  she 

|o\  i.il     lliUu" 

■■  1  ai'thU  hue  fades  aiul  passes,"  said  the  >'ogi, 
solenmlv.  "  She  h.as  gi\en  !ier  heart  to  the 
Master.""   anJ  he   nia.le   h.is   gesture   ot    re\  erence. 

There  was  anger  In  iiu  eyes  as  I  lookeJ  at  !ii:n. 
1  Io\/  was  one  to  repK'  to  sLuh  iargon."' 

"  i  woiikl  pi.mt  our  to  \ou.  Senor  S:]\a."  I 
saivi.  ■'  that  Mi^s  \'ai:_;han  !>•  not  \et  ot  legal  age. 
and  SI)  not  ijuite  her  own  !ii>tress. 

"Does  \our  law  Intuierc  'n  ir.atters  ot  the 
heart?"'  lie  ir.ijuirei,i  Maiuily;  "or  in  n-.atters  ol 
religion  ?  " 

"  \i!."  I  saidi.  flushing  at  his  irony;  "  hu*-  the 
law  demands  that,  un.til  she  is  ot  a-je.  s!ie  ha\c 
a  uuardiaii  to  j^roteet  her  interests.  I  shall  ask 
tli.it   one   he   a.ppointedi   at  or.ee.'' 

"jo  tli.it."  said  the  \ogi.  niildly,  "  I  iiax-e  nor 
the  least  objection.  In  I'aet,  Mr.  I.estir.  I  do  not 
know  whv  vou  should  tell  me  \our  plans.  l>ut, 
tor  >'ime  I'eason.  you  seem  to  legar.i  mc  as  an  ad- 
versary. I  am  not  -  ■  I  am  nu  mati's  id\ersar\. 
1  object  to  iK/thiiig;  1  lia\c  no  riglit  to  object  to 
anything.    1  am  simply  Miss  \  .lughan's  friend  and 
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well-wisher,    and    seek    her    h;i;''piness.      I    slioiiKl 
like  til  he  your  I'rietui  a!s(\"' 

"  .\".]   Swaiti's?"    I    (jueriiJ,    a    little   brutally. 
I  he     trieiul     of    all     iiieii,"     said     the     vo^i, 
simply.      "They    are    all    my    brothers.      We    ar;: 
chikiren  of  the  same  Cireat  Spirit." 

I  was  silent  for  a  moment.  Then  I  took 
Swain's  letter  from  mv  poeket. 

It  you  are  sincere."  I  said,  "you  can  easily 
jM-o\-e  it.  I  ha\-e  a  letter  liere  from  S'v;i;!i.  lie 
ga\-e  It  to  1)10  to-day,  and  I  promised  to  f/i\\-  it  to 
M"ss  \'au;4han  to-ni^lit." 

Without  a  wiM'd,  he  crossed  to  the  bell  aiul  rani; 
it.       1  he   maid   an>u'ered. 

"  Mr.  Lester  lia'^  a  letter  which  you  w\l\  [I'wc 
to  your  mistress,"  lie  said. 

"And  you  will   wait   for  ari   answer,"    I   added.. 

'I  he  i^irl  took  the  letter  and  went  aw  aw  Silva 
sat  down  a;,'ain,  aiul  when  1  fj;lancevl  at  him,  I  saw 
that  his  eyes  \\'ere  cio  ^'d.  I  i\c  minutes  passed, 
:ini.]  the  girl  aj^peared  again  .it  the  tlooi'. 

".Miss  \  aiiL'han  sa\s  there  is  m^  answer,  sir," 
she  said,  aiiil  Kt  the  curt.iin  fall  into  [ilace  again. 

I  made  a  gesture  of  tiespair;  1  f^lt  that  the  ;.amc 
was  lost. 

"  \fter  all,  Mr.  Lester,"  <aid  Sil\a,  kindly. 
'■  what  is  this  fate  that  you  would  prei^nrc  for  her? 
You  seek  her  marriage  with   a   voung  m.m   who, 
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wTicn  1  -law  I'.im,  appiiircd  to  vac  rmruy  cuni;);>'n- 
phuc.  Ailinittir.ii;  tV-r  the  niomcnt  t!i:it  he  i^  :n- 
n(icciit  fti  tliis  crsinc,  yiu  wouM  ikn  crtiicloss  coii- 
il'jnin  l-.cr  to  an  Lxistcncc  flat  ar.il  savourkss.  dit- 
fcrinsj;  in  no  essential  fruni  that  of  the  beasts  of 
the  liekl." 

"  It  i.-<  t!ie  existence  of  a'l  normal  people. "  I 
pointed  out,  "  and  the  one  which  they  are  h.ap- 
piest   in." 

"  Pnit  -Miss  \'auL:;!ian  wouUl  not  he  happy.  She 
has  too  ^reat  a  soul;  tliat  vounr  man  is  not  wortliv 
di'   !ier.      '^'ou   \ourself  have    Iclt   it!'' 

I    could   n<it   deny   it. 

"  I  lw  men  are  worthy  of  a  good  uoinar.,"  I 
said  lamely. 

"  I'aughl  CJood  woman  I  "  and  he  snapped  h;s 
fingers.  "  I  abhor  the  words!  I'hey  are  simply 
cant!  But  a  great  woman,  n  woman  ol  insi^dit, 
of  imaginatio!!  —  ah,  for  such  a  woman  the  W  ;i\ 
that  I  prepare  is  the  on!v  Way.  I  h.ere  she  v.i'.l 
find  ioy  and  inspiration:  there  she  will  L'l-mv  in 
knowledge;  there  she  will  breathe  the  breath  of 
life!  Mr.  I  e<ter,"  and  he  leaned  forward  sud- 
denly. "  ha\-c  you  th.e  courage  to  consult  the 
sphere?  *' 

"What  do  you  mean?" 

"  "^'f>u  saw  how  I  spent  the  \\  hite  Niglit  of 
Siva,"    and    he    nuuie    his    gesture    ot    rexeruiee. 
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Will    \()U   ^'a/.c    for   an   liDur   oi\    tlic    crysta 
(;r  wiiat  purpose  .' 
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iLcl  that  It  Mill  r.nt  tie  in  x-am 
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lere   uas   sometiim:;  compelling;   m    his   i^a/e. 
1    struLj^ieil  to   my   teel. 
mile,  he  heKi  haek  the  eurtain, 


i-r  ai 


whv  not 


h  a  straniie  s 


I 


a:u 


passed 


liefiirc  him  into  the  hall  and  up  the 


stairs.  \s  1  hesitateii  at  the  top,  he  opened  the 
door  into  the  entry,  and  aL!;ain  w.y  senses  were  as- 
saulted bv  a  hea\\,  inimhinj;  oviour.      in  the  muidio 


the   roo;n   the   crvstal   spliere 


'lowed   softK. 


aK.e    \o 


ur   phice   upon   the   coueii. 


he    sail'. 


*'  sit  tl 
folded 


lus.  witli  vour  Ie^s  trosscLJ 


na  \our  hands 


lelorc  \  "U. 


Hut 


tii'st.  listen  to  u^.e. 


hei^c 


IS    m    th;S    no    maLjic;    this    sp.here    i 


mer 


shell    ot    cr\stal.    in    whieh    a    small    lamp    luirn- 
It  scr\'es  onlv  to  corfentrate  the  imnd,   to  ena!'!- 

id  and  to  tui'n  in  upon  itseh 


it  to  toruet  t 


!e  wo  I 
he  \isions  w  hiLh  w 
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me  to  \ou,  it   anv  come, 


\vi 
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come    tmrn    'Aitnin    and    not    Irom    without 


lev  w 


l">e  sucli  \  i>ions 


as  tlie  I  Iol\  <  )nc  ma\ 


w  ,  I  I 


and   bv  the   Ho'v  (  )ne    1    mean   that  Spirit  whieh 


I 


2  66 


THE    GLOVED    HAND 


l^cr\:uk's  ijic  uiil\-cr-,L-.  l-\  en  to  its  farthj'.:  boiiiul: 
tlic  Spirit  uhiJi  i^  in  a!!  ot'  us  alike;  the  Sp.irit 
which  is  in  i^iUKl  men  and  in  haJ.  uwn  h'ke  \nu 
anil  nie,  ami  men  like  the  one  u  hu  slew  my  pupil. 
It  is  with  this  Spirit,  if  tlie  I  I(il_\  (  )nc  S(j  wills,  that 
\<ui  Will  eiunmune.  so  that  \<m  will  see  m;  Ion;4cr 
with  the  pi/or  e>es  <jt' tfie  liody.  hut  witii  eyes  from 
which  nothing-  is  concealed,  either  in  the  past  or  in 
the   future.      Do  you  understand?" 

"  I   think  so,''    f   niurmureil.   unahle  to  take  my 
eye>  from  i!ie  ,i!;h)wing  circle. 

i  hen    u)    the    Holy   One    I    commend    thee!" 
said  tile  _\.);,'i.  and  sat  tioun  on  the  couch  ojipos 
me. 


iite 


hit   that    his 


c\es    wore    upon    t;;e,    !nit    mini 


were  up(.n  the  sphere,  and  in  a  moment  I  was  no 
loni^vr  aware  of  hipi.  I  was  aware  only  of  the 
Kh)\\In.ir  circle,  which  seemed  to  widen  and  wldea 
iifitil  the  whole  universe  revolved  within  it.  The 
sun  and  the  moon  and  the  stars  were  there,  and 
I  ixazc^l  at  them  as  from  a  great  distance.  I  ^aw 
stars  glow  and  fade;  [  saw  great  nehuhe  con- 
dense to  points  of  light,  anil  disintegrate  to  dust; 
then,  slowlv,  slowly,  a  single  planet  swung  into 
^■le\v,  a  million  miles  away,  at  tirst.  hut  growing 
clearer  ;ind  more  clear,  until  I  was  looking  down 
upon  Its  seas  and  continents;  and  suddenly,  as  it 
turned     !>elore     me.      1      recognised     the     earth. 
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I-,urnnc,  Asia,  the  hr(.:ui  Pacific  swung  hclow  nu- ; 
then  hiMil  ag.iiii  —  .\nierica  I  I  saw  great  moun- 
tains, hroad  phiins.  ami  nilghtv  ri\ers. 

I  he  Miotion  ceased.  I  was  ga/ing  ilown  upon 
a  great  city,  built  upon  a  narrow  s[Hir  ot'  land 
beiween  t\'>o  ri\er^,  a  city  ot  towering  huilJings 
niul  Inisy  streets:  thei  upon  a  single  house,  set 
in  the  nudst  ot  lotty  elms;  then  1  was  in  a  ro(^iii, 
a  room  with  hooks  against  the  walls,  and  a  door 
opening  uiHin  a  garden.  I-Vom  the  garde. 1  the 
light  t'aded,  and  the  darkness  came,  \nd  a  clock 
somewhere  struck  twcKe.  Then,  suLldenlv,  at  th- 
door  afipeared  two  white-rohed  figures,  an  old  man 
and  a  girl.  1  he  man  was  talking  \  iolenth-,  hut  the 
g;rl  crossed  the  room  witliout  a  backward  glance, 
and  passed  through  a  door  on  its  farther  side. 
The  riian  stood  for  a  moment  looking  at'ter  her, 
then  ilung  himseli'  into  a  chair,  and  put  his  hands 
betorc  his  tacc. 

Witii  creeping  flesh,  I  looked  again  at  the  outer 
door,  waiting  who  would  enter.  And  slowlv, 
slowly,  the  drapery  was  put  aside,  and  a  I'ace 
peered  in.  I  coukl  see  its  flashing  eyes  and  work- 
ing mouth.  A  hand,  in  which  a  knitc  gleamed, 
was  raised  cautiously  to  the  cord,  anil  when  it  was 
lowered,  it  held  a  piece  of  the  cord  within  its 
grasp.  I  could  see  the  eager  fingers  fasliioning 
a  knot;  then,  with  head  bent,  the  figure  crept  for- 
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''■•^'--  ^'""^  '•>■  ''"'t;  '''  ^v-o  at  the  chair-hack,  nnd 
even  ui  tiic  ull  man,  conscious  at  hist  oi  the  in- 
truder, raised  h.Is  head,  the  c';rd  was  cast  ahout 
his  throat  and  drawn  tight,  'l-hepe  ua,  a  mo- 
ment's struggle,  and  I  saw  that  the  hKuid  whlJi 
lie-Kl  the  cc.rd  was  red.  wit'i  hi.)„d.  l-runi  the 
urist,  a  stained  h.andkerchief  fell  softly  to  tlie 
Hour. 

And  tlien  tlie  assassin  turned  to  steal  away;  lujt 
as  he  went,  he  cast  one  awful  glance  o\er  his 
shi.njKier.  The  light  tVIl  full  upon  his  face  — 
and  1  saw  tliat  it  was  .SwainM 

-^  *  *  * 

1  ^>Va]cd  my  e\es  to  find  myself  extended  full 
length  on  the  divan,  with  Sil\a  standing  over  nie, 
a  tun  glass  of  \cllow  li^juid  in  h^s  hand. 

i)rinktins,"'he^aid.  and  1  swall.,ued  it  ohedi- 
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!r  had  a  [-ungenr,  i.nideasant  taste.  ln;r  I  could 
lee!  it  running  through  m>  veins,  and  it  cleared 
my  ;n,nd  and  steadied  my  nerves  as  though  In- 
magic.  1  sat  u]>  and  looked  at  tl'.e  crystal.  "  The 
other  lights  In  the  room  Ju.d  heen  switched  on,  and 
the  sphere  lay  cold  and  lifeless.  I  passed  my  hand 
hef-.re  my  eyes,  and  lo(,ked  at  it  again;  then  mv 
sought  Si!\a's.      1  K  smiling  softh,. 

i  lie  visions  came."  he  saiii.      "  "i  our  eyes  tell 
:'ie  liuu  the  visions  came.      Is  it  not  so?" 
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■■  \  cs.  '    I    aii^^uciwi:    "  strange    \isions.    Scnor 
Sil\-:i.      I  wish   1   knew  their  tjri^^in." 

1  Mc'r  (iri-^in   is   in   the    I'nivcrMil   Spirit,'"    he 
sa;(.i,  (jLiictl;.-.      "  ]'\\n  yet  ynij  dn  ni't  !)clic\c." 

"Nil,"     and     r     hmkcd     a^;iiii     at    tile    cr\sta!. 

1  ::ere   arc   sunie   tliin^^   [last  belief.*' 

Ncthin^r  Is  past  iKJief,"  he  said,  still  more 
■]:.iet!).  "  '\  (ju  think  so  because  \()ur  mind  is 
wrap'ped  in  the  cmnentinns  amid  uhiclt  \nu  exist. 
}  Tie  it  troni  those  wrappin^^s.  an^i  vou  will  bei^in 
really  to  h\  e.      \  nu  have  ne\er  knuwn  wha.t  lite 

IS." 

"  I  low  am   I  ti>  free  it.  Senor  Silva?"   I  i|ues- 

tdl.ed. 

He  tiii'k  a  step  nearer  to  me. 
l)y  becoming  a  disciple  of  the  llolv  Une,"  he 
viid.  most  earnestly. 

But   I  was  nuself  again.  :\nd  I   rose  to  mv  feet 
;'.nJ  ■-hook  mv  head,  with  a  smile. 

"  No,  "  I  said.  "  '^'ou  will  uct  n<i  coinert  hero. 
I   must  be  going." 

I  uill  open  the  gate  for  you,"  he  said.,  in  an- 
other tone,  and  led  the  way  (.iown  the  stairs, 
through  the  librar\-.  and  out  up^on  the  gra\-el!ed 
walk. 

Alter  the  drugged  atmospiiere  of  his  room,  tlie 
jnire  night  air  was  like  a  ref'eshmg  bath,  and  1 
drew   HI   jiin.sjr  breatiis   o!    it.      Sib.  a    uidkeJ,  beside 
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mc  silently;  he  unlocked  the  gate  with  a  kev  which 
he  carried  in  his  hand,  and  p'llled  it  op.-n. 

"  (lood-night,  Mr.  Lester,"  he  said.  "The 
sphere  is  at  your  ser\ice  should  you  desire  auain 
to  test  it.      Think  o\er  what  I  have  said  to  vou."' 

"  Ciood-ni^fht,"  I  answered,  and  stepped  through 
into  the  road. 

liic  gate  swung  shut  and  the  key  grated  in  the 
lock.  Mechanically  1  turned  my  steps  toward 
Godfrey's  house;  but  I  s^;enied  to  be  bending  under 
a  great  burden  —  the  burden  of  the  vision. 
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I  WAS  cnnuiscd  anJ  >!iakcn;  I  had  nn  idoa  of  the 
hour;  I  iliel  not  kiinw  whether  that  \isioii  had 
lasted  a  minute  or  a  thousand  years.  lUit  when  I 
hluntleretl  up  the  path  to  Godfrey's  house,  I  found 
him  and  Simmonds  sitting  on  the  porch  together. 

"  I  had  (lodtrey  bring  me  out,''  said  Simmonds, 
as  he  shook  hands,  "  because  1  wanted  another 
look  at  th'jse  midnifjjht  fireworks.  Did  you  come 
up  on  the  elevated?  " 

"  "\'cs,"'  I  answered;  and  I  felt  Godfrey  turn 
suddenly  in  his  chair,  at  the  sound  of  my  \-oice, 
and  scrutinise  my  face.  "  I  had  dinner  in  town 
and  came  up  afterwards.'' 

"  What  time  was  that?  "  asked  Godfrey, 
quietly. 

'  I  got  up  hci'c  about  eight  o'clock.  I  had  an 
engagement  with  Miss  X'aughan." 

"  ViHi  ha\e  been  with  her  since?  '' 

"  With  her  and  Silva,"  and  I  dropped  into  a 
chair  and  mopped  mv  fac<.  with  mv  handkcrchiel. 
"  The  experience  was  almost  too  much  tor  me," 
I   added,  and  told  tliem  all  that  had  occurred. 
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riicy  I.stcncii.  (i(.H!ircy  ninii.  inicsv,  anj  intcir, 
niul  S:ii;;i!m;u1s  with  a  iiiui-.Miur  of  astor.i^iiment 
now  nm!  tlicn. 

"  I'm  h'.ur.d  to  coiifcs';,"  I  conciuacJ.  "that 
:7Ty  respict  lor  Sil\a  lias  iiitTcas,  J  :ni;r.enscly. 
!  le  s  :nii)rcs;,i\c;  he's  consistent;  I  almost  hc!ic\-c 
he's  sincere.'' 

"I!a\e    you    Cf)nsiJcrcd    what    that    helief    Ini- 
l^liesr  "  asked  Ciodt'rev. 
"  \\  hat  tloes  it  iinpK  ?  " 

"  If  Sll\a  is  sincere."  said  (iodfrev.  slowlv;  "  if 
'iC  IS  realK-  what  Ik  pretends  to  lie.  a  invstic,  a 
;M-iest  oi  Si\-a,  intent  only  on  niakin.^^  converts  to 
\viiat  he  !ii.iie\es  to  '  •  tlic  true  reli^Mon.  t'lrn  our 
whole  (henry  falls  to  tlie  gro-nd.  and  .Swain  is 
i^iiiltv  of  n'.urdcr." 

I  shi\ereil  a  l,ttl  luit  I  saw  that  Ciodfrey  was 
ri^ht. 

We  are  i",  th:s  ddeniina,"  (lodfrey  continuc.i. 
"  cither  Sd\a  is  a  fakir  and  charlatan,  or  Swain 
is  a  murderer." 

"  I  wish  you  r-uld  ha\-e  witnessed  that  horrible 
scene,  as  I  did,"  I  broke  in;  "  it  '.vould  have  sh.iken 
ynur  cnnlidenc  '.lol  I  wisli  Mm  ,(iii!d  ha\e  seen 
his  face  as  he  fj;iai.ced  hack  o\  er  his  shoulder  I  It 
was  fiemi'sh,  (iodfrev;  pos:tI\el\'  fiendish  I  It 
made  my  Ido.ui  run  cold.  It  makes  it  run  cold 
now.   to  refiiemlicr  if !  " 
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"Iliiw  i!ii  \')U  cxjilain  a!!  i!;at  u"\sta!  ^;'licrc 
bus!ncs>,  aiiywa}"  r  "'  a-ktii  SiinnionJs.  who  luui 
been  clicalrii;  his  cij;:ir  p-jr}-l^XL\l!y.      "  Ii;  <tunips 

"l.L-;i.r  wa'i  h.  i'ii.H.-.  il  and  saw  wliat  Sih/a 
\\iili.\i  !i!:n  ti>  MC."  an>-.\  L-rod  dodtrev.  "V(iu'll 
rc!!ic;in\T  i.c  sat   taAiiii^r  him." 

"  Hi;t."  I  fl\'L\'K\i.  "no  one  renunilKTS  wliat 
happcjis  Jurin,!!;  hypMO'^is." 

"  1  hey  iK'  it  t';ey  arc  willeti  to  remciiilier. 
Siha  \\iili..i  \  oil  to  rerne.Miher.  It  was  c!e\'e'"!y 
di'iK-.  ai'.d  his  exphmalion  ot"  the  oriuin  ot"  the 
vision  was  e!e\er.  too.  M()n.'i'\ei".  it  li.iJ  sonic 
trutli  ill  it,  i.ir  t;ie  secret  of  crNsta.I-uia/irii::  is  that 
It  awakens  the  suhjectix'e  consciousness,  or  (ireat 
Spirit,  as  SiKa  called  it.  liut  ynn  weren't  cr-.s- 
tal-t,^^/lnL^  to-nij^lit.  Lester-  Voii  were  siiiiplv 
!i\  pnotised." 

"^  lui  ina\  he  riLiht, "  I  aihnirted;  '"  I  remciTihcr 
ii.iw  his  i\es  st.ired  at  me.  lint  it  was  wondert'i.l 
—  I'm  more  impressed  uitli  him  t!i;ni  e\'er." 

It  isiTt  the  tact  that  he  h\pn"tisi.il  \ou  that 
bothers  me."  saiil  (i(uit're\'.  afteT  a  mofuct. 
"It's  the  tact  tliat  he  h.is  also  hxpiiotis^d  .Miss 
\  auuhaii.'' 

Tile  words  starded  me. 

"  "\  ou     think     t!ia.;'s    the     reason    of    her    he- 
luuiour  r  "   I  .isked,  iiuickh. 
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"What  otlicr  reason  can  llicrc  be?'"   (j.'lt'rev 
cicniandcil.      "Ikrc    "a  c    ha\L'    a    ^irl    wlio    tniiiks 
liLTSflf  m  (iaPi^cr  ;i;.J  suiniiiiais  lo  licr  aid  t!ic  :;;aii 
wiio  !<)\cs   i;.r  and  wlioin,   prL^utnably.   she  Im-es. 
.\nA  iw:!  da\s  later,  w  lien  he  has  been  imprisoned 
lor  a  cr.nie  of  which  she  deJares  it  is  abMn\l  to 
suspect  h:m.  insteail  ot"  hasteninj^r  to  him  or  trsin;; 
t(j  carry  (.ut  his  wishes,  she  turn-,  lier  back  on  him 
and  deliberate!)  walks  into  tlie  danger  trom  which, 
Li|^  to  that  nioment.  she  had  shrunk  with  !n;uhi^^^ 
Contrast  her  beha\iour  of  Satiirda>.  wlicn  she  de- 
clared   her    faith    in    Swain    and    be^iueii    \.)ur   as- 
sistance,  with  her  beha\-iour  of  \esterda\-  and  to- 
da;,,  when  she  throws  \()u  and  Swain  aside  and  an- 
nounces th.it  she  is  ,u;oin^'  to  follow  S:l\  a  —  to  be- 
c.ime  a  priestess  oi  Siva.      Do  \(,u  knnw   what  that 
ine.ins.  Lester  —  to  become  a  priestess  i^\   Si\a?" 
"  No,"    1    answered,    slowly;    "  1    don't    know. 
Sd\a  said  it  w.is  a  ^reat  destiny;  ves.  and  that  it 
nie.mt  turning  .mc's  back  on  iTiarria^c."" 

1  hat  is  riuht."  said  (iodfre\.  in  m]  mdescrib- 
a!i!c  tone.  "  there  is  no  ma'-ria;,'e  —  th.ere  are  only 
re\'ihin^,  abwmin.i'hK-,  unsjicak.dile  rites  and  ,cre- 
'■'"'""-s.  I  ran  across  Professor  Smro.  the  Ori- 
entalist. to-d,i\.  ai.vi  had  a  talk  witii  him  about 
It-  lie  s,i\s  (he  worship  of  SI\  a  is  ]uvw]\  the 
worsh.p  (i!  the  rep.rodu.;i\  t-  principle,  as  it  runs 
thv.„io',   ;,li  creation,   an.]   th.it  the  iktads  of  this 
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worship  arc  iiiconccivaMy  dis{:iustin[;.      Thar  is  the 
sort  i)t  licst'.nv  M;ss  \'ai'^han  has  chnscn." 

M\'  liaiiJs  Were  clammy  witii  the  hurrnr 
of  it. 

"  We  must  save  her  I  "  I  said,  hi)a-M.ly.  "  Of 
course  she  lioesn't  kiiow  —  doesn't  suspect  I  We 
must  ^et  her  away  1  rum  Siha! 

'  L'mlouhtediv  we  must  do  s^imethiiiLr."  ()(h1- 
frey  agreed.  "  I  iloii't  know  Imw  ue  can  L^et  iier 
away  from  Siha.  hut  we  !iii;:;ht  j^er  Siha  away 
froiT)  her.  CouUJn't  you  arrest  him  on  su^^pieioa 
and  keep  him  locked  up  for  two  or  tiiree  da;,s. 
Simmoiids?  " 

I  miij;ht,''  SImmonds  grunted. 

"  And  while  he's  away,  you  can  work  with  her, 
Lester:  take  Mrs.  Ko\ce  to  see  her,  gi\e  Iier  a 
hint  of  what  Saiwiism  really  is  or  j^et  Mrs. 
Ku\ce  to.  It  that  doesn't  h.avc  atiy  eflect.  we  c.ui 
try  stronger  measures;  hu«-  I  helie\e.  if  we  can 
get  her  away  from  Sih.i's  inlluenee  for  a  few 
d:!\s,  s!ie  will  he  all  right  again." 

"I  hope  so."  I  agreed,  "hut  I'm  n<it  at  all 
certain.  She  didn't  hJi.ue  like  a  Inpnoiised  per- 
son, (lodtrev;  she  seemed  to  he  acting  (»t  her  own 
tree  udl.  I  eouKin't  see  that  Siha  \\as  trying  to 
inthience  her  in  ,iny  wa\.  She  said  s!ie  \'.  as  try- 
ing to  eirrv  out  her  father's  wisli.  \\\\  it  eer- 
tahily   wa>   his   wish  —  the   will    proves   tliat.      If 


anybody  is  liypnorisiii^r  h,,-,    I    shmilA  ^av  it  was 
1,  .  " 

.'■^^'^■'';    ^    ""'t   anv.r    hhu,"    ^ald    Simniomls. 
^'  '^n  a  ,L,n'in. 

■"il^:-  latlicr's  wislics  may  ]v^v^,■  h;;,;  some 
weight  with  her  at  ti:c  Mntsct."  aJ-nittcd  (...Jfrcy. 
"but  they  couldn't  ha\c  Jrixcn  her  to  the  Icn-r'h 
to  which  s!ic  has  iumc.  .\:ij  ah..ut  the  wdh  "fr 
^■au-ha^  !iaJ  imt  l)ccn  killed.  \i  he  had  been  W  d 
insane,  the  will  u-ould  have  been  at  once  invah- 
dauch  iJon't  you  t^et  the  -limine!-  of  a  motive 
for  his  nuirder  tliere,   lA^teri-  '" 

"It  can  be  inxalidated  iv.^v,  if  Miss  \'au-han 
contests  it."   I  pointed  out. 

"'ics:  but  unless  s!ic  ^lurs  contest  it.  it  wHl 
stand.  I5ut  if  N'au-han  had  bee;,  de.iared  in- 
sane, the  will  could  never  have  been  probated  — 
no  content  would  Inn  e  been  nercssary.  Do  you 
See  the  diilerence?  " 

'■  '    see    what    ye^u    mean;   b;;t    I    don't    think    it 
an'-unts    to    much.      Silva    declares    that    if    Miss 
Vau^han  contests  t!ie  >vlll.  he  wdl  not  ,k(cnA  it." 
"  i)ut  he  knows  perfectly  uell  that  she  will  not 
contest  It.      The  surest  wav  to  p-event  a  contest  is 
by   adoptin^^r    just    such    an    attitude.      Besides,    if 
we     don't     saxe     her.     he'll     uet     her    share,     [nn 
VauL,'han's    estate    and    X'au^^han's    dau^^hter    and 
cvcrythmg  else  that  uas  Wiughan's  nill  disappear 
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into  his  :r.a\v.      (  )li,  iic's  p!:>._\!!i^'  In,-  a  IM^  stake. 
J-L'stcr,  ajul  It  luuks  to  nic  a.s  thiu^ii  he  were  u:n- 


wi;;  to  w  .nit 


It  hxikcd  so  to  n\c.  too,  aiui  I  t\ll  into  ^looir.v 
t!ioi;;j;ht. 

"\nu'vc  ^'nt  \oiir  men  uatchinL,^  tiic  house,  I 
suj'pose  .' "  I  asked,  al  Li>r,  taming;  to  Si.'iiiiionds. 
^es;  anJ  ue  :r.a:iaLj;ed  to  setire  one  little  j'oint 
to-,!  i\." 

'■  What  was  that?  "' 

1  loi.nd  (lilt  t'':at  Aiinic  C/ogan,  th.e  liouse- 
ni;iid  o\er  there,  haJ  a  Lousin  on  the  force,  so  ! 
^ri  c  hnn  .  ut  lure  an^i  he  inanaL^'ed  to  !ia\e  a  talk 
with  her.  I  le  d'Jn't  tiiui  out  ainthiiiLj,"  he  adJevi; 
"that  is,  ainthin.L:  \\  e  don't  kn..\\-;  Init  she  prom- 
ised to  !ea\e  the  duor  ot  hei"  hedr>(ini  open  at 
Wiiht,  an  1.  il  anythiiiLj  haiipeiied.  t^  slunv  a  li^^lit 
.'.t  her  wiiulow." 

•Splendid!"'    I    said.      "And    ot'   course    she'll 
KCup'  her  eyes  open  in  the  da\t!!:K." 

"  Sure  she  will.  She's  a  hright  ^'irl.  liic  onlv 
thini,^  Fni  aiVaid  of  is  tliat  the  I  lindu  will  -,'et  on 
to  her  and  lire  lur.  But  she's  been  warned  to  be 
mijijhty  careful.  If  they  don't  suspect  her.  nun  he 
she'll  ha\'e  sonicthiriLr  to  tril  us.  !n  a  li  :\  or 
two." 

"Perhaps  she  will."  I  at,'reed :  and  I  drew  a 
breath  of  reh\  f.     Surely  with  all  these  guardians, 
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insi(ie  the  house  aiui  out.  Miss  \'nughan  was  safe. 
i  he  least  oiitery  uould  l)rinnr  swift  assistance. 
Besides.  1  cou'd  lujt  hrini,'  ni>self  to  hclie\  c  that 
SiJva  was  su.:h  a  Ivute  as  ( .odfrey  seemed  to  tiiiiik 
h-:ni.  I  had  heeii  attracted  h\-  hini.  not  npelled. 
and  I  !Ki\e  aiwa.ys  helie\ed  in  the  accuracy  of 
tile:  e  insti!ic':\  e  feehn^s. 

And  (iodlrey  iiiinself,  I  rellected,  did  rKl  seem 
to  he  \ery  ciear  in  the  matter.  If  Si!\a  was 
merely  a  fakir  and  a  charhitan.  there  was  no 
reason  why  he  should  wish  to  induct  .Miss  \'auah:i„ 
into  the  nu^teries  of  a  reh.^ioii  which  lie  wore  onlv 
as  a  cloak,  to  l-.c  dropped  .is  so^n  .is  his  [ilans  were 
accomplished.  On  the  otiier  h.md,  if  lie  was  sin- 
cere and  reallv  wished  to  con\ert  the  L^irl.  it  was 
onl\-  reason, il^le  to  suppose  that  he  was  sincere  in 
otiier  thing's  .is  well. 

"  It  reduces  itself  to  this,"  I  said  linally  to  (iod- 
tre\.  "  1 1  Sd\.i  IS  ;i  Jiarlatan.  there  is  no  re.ison 
why  lie  should  InpM.itise  .Miss  Vaughan;  hut  if  he 
reailv  wishes  to  make  a  priestess  of  her,  then,  by 
the  s.imc  token,  he  is  sincere  and  not  a  charlatan 
at  all." 

( lodl  re\'  r.otided. 

I  here's  a  twist  there  which  I  cin't  s.em  to 
.Uet  strai<,^ht."  he  aiifnitted.  "Weil  h,i\e  to 
watch  SiKa  a  little  longer  to  find  out  what  Ills 
game  re.ilh'  i>.      (  )f  course,  it's  just  [lossihle  tliat 
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he'll  lie  irhul  ti)  get  rill  of  tiio  girl.  Inir  that  •^hc 
really  is  oh^es^-eJ  by  the  '.vira  ot  carrsiiiLi;  nut  iier 
lather's  wish.  If  that's  tlie  case,  Siha  is  ratlier 
lip  a  tree." 

I  hat's  wh.ere  zit'(J  l-'etter  be  .gettinu:,"  broke 
in  SiniiiKiP.Js.  who  had  taken  nut  his  wat^h  m\A 
Held  it  up  to  tile  Iiii;iir.  "  It's  iiearlv  tweK'e 
o'elnck,  a:ui  1  dnn't  want  to  nii>s  the  lirewnrks. 
Besides,  ynii  lellnws  don't  gain  ainthing  by  all 
tliis  jawing.  '\'nu'\e  been  at  it  fnr  an  hour,  and 
you're  luon:  tangled  up  now  tiian  sviien  \du  started. 
.M_\  niotlo  widi  a  ease  of  this  kind  is  just  to  sit 
(juiet  .ind  \\ateh  it;  and  pretty  soon  the  rat  thinks 
the  coast  is  clear,  and  pt)kcs  out  has  heati,  and  \-ou 
nab  him." 

I  here's  a  good  deal  in  that,"  agreed  ( iodfrev, 
uith  a  little  laugh.  "  1  ailrnit  th:;f  our  arguing 
doe'^n't  seem  to  lead  anywhere.  Com  -  along," 
and  he  led  the  wa\-  out  among  the  trees. 

"  Novv  take  tliese  f'reworks,"  went  on  Sim- 
monds.  in  a  low  tone,  when  we  were  sitting  side 
by  side  on  the  limb.  "  I  don't  understand  what 
they  mean;  but  they  must  jnean  something.  Am 
I  laying  awake  irghts  worrying  about  theni?  \or 
me!  I'm  just  going  to  kee[->  on  watching  till  I  tin.! 
out  what  the  mean.m!;  is.  1  know  yfni're  a  groat 
lellow  tor  theoiv  and  deduction,  and  all  that  sort 
ot   thing,  (iodfre)-,   and   I   know  vou'\e  [Hilled  off 
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S"n,c  nu;,l,tv  clever  stunts;  hut.   after  all.   there's 
nothin^r  hke  pat;eme.'" 

,    "^''~':''''^"^^'^^'^"^^n:-  agreed  iu,A. 

;"'■         ^'^'";^'"   '^  ''  ^'^-^'^   thing.      J   only   u-.sh 
'   iiaii  more  of   it." 

n^-'Hls.   cand.ilv;  and   then   ue   fell   silent,   .a/in- 
*'-t  "ito  the  darkness. 

"'^^"--b."    said   Codfrey.    at    hist,    -it   must   he 
twehc  ()  cl'uk." 

_     Sinin.nnds  .^ot  out  his  watch  and  flashed  up.,n 

't  a  ray  ironi  his  eh/ctric  torch. 

"  ^^'s."  lie  Slid,  ••  it's  tour  minutes  after." 

l^''^  ("Hifre;/.  hand  stitlen  on   mv  arm. 

"   Jl'^n     there's    soniethin.^r    ,v,-onu.'"     he    whis- 

ir",       ■.'^-"--"^"iber.   f. ester,   u  hat  happened 

t"^'<'thert,mc  that  n.^ht  failed  to  .appear.       \  man 
^vas  murdered.'  " 

_    'n.o  darkness   into  which    I  stared   seemed  sud- 
c.enlv    to    .row    threatenin.    and    sinister,    full    of 

y-'^"^,;^''"";'^',     '-^-'>— nds.rewune.isv.and 
'    ^'Hild    teel    his   arm    twirJiini;. 

^"'^i'-vv  puHiis  foot  .,„  thHadder.  and  he-an 

':;     T'""'^-      ^''"'"""^^^     ^^"'1     J     l""llnu.d     him 
silentK. 

'■'■'"  ^"Mnrover  the  wall."  he  said,  when  we 
^^^•;-c  on  the  .round.  -  Something's  wron.,  and 
uc  ve  ..It  to  finvl  out  what  It  is." 
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"How  will  \\-c   -Lt  down?"   asked  Siniinonds. 

J  here's  no  ladder  liicrc." 

Cj<-)dlrc\'  con^uicrcd  a  nionieiit. 

"  \\  c  can  stand  on  the  top  of  tiic  walh"  he 
said,  at  last,  "and  Hu  tiiis  hidder  (i\  er.  It  won't 
be  cas\-,  but  it  can  be  done,  do  :;hcad,  Lesler, 
and  be  careful  of  the  yiass." 

1  mounted  tile  iai.lder,  felt  cautiouslv  along  t!ie 
top  ot  the  wall  and  ft)und  a  place  wlicre  I  could 
put  my  Icct;  SInimonds  followed  me,  and  then 
came  Ciodlrey.  I  lis  was  the  ditlicult  part,  to  draw 
up  the  ladiler  and  lower  it  again.  As  for  me, 
it  was  all  1  could  do  to  keep  from  falling.  I  felt 
ab>urdly  as  tiiough  I  were  standing  on  a  tremulous 
tigiit-rope,  liigh  in  the  air;  i)ut  dodfrey  managed 
it  somehow  and  started  down. 

And  at  that  instant,  there  shrilled  tlirough  the 
nigiit  the  high,  piercing  note  of  a  policc-wiiistle. 
It  rose  and  fell,  rose  and  fell,  rose  and  fell;  and 
then  came  poignant  silence.  'I'iic  sound  stabbed 
through  me.  Without  hesitation  (.r  thought  of 
peril.  I  let  myself  go  and  plunged  douinwird  into 
the  darkness. 


CHAPTER    XXIII 
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'i  iii.Ki,  must  be  a  prcn  iJcncc  which  protects  fnoh 
and  riKuiineii,  t'or  1  landed  in  a  heavy  ckiriip  cf 
slirubbery.  and  j^ot  to  my  feet  with  no  injury  more 
serious  than  some  scratches  (ni  hands  am)  face, 
which  at  the  time  1  did  not  e\en  feel.  In  a  mo- 
jnent.  I  had  found  the  path  and  was  specdin}; 
t./ward  the  house.  Ahead  ot  me  flitteii  a  dark 
shadow  V,  hich  I  knew  to  be  Ciodfrey,  and  Ivj!  .nd 
me  came  tile  pad-pad  cf  hea\  y  feet,  wlnc'i  could 
"tily  belonsj;  to  Simmonds.  And  then,  from  fhe 
i!irecti>)n  of  the  Iiou>e,  came  the  crash  of  I.-  ;\en 
irlass. 

I  reached  the  lawn,  crossed  it,  and  tra'u  ;-e'd 
the  sh(jrt  a\-cnue  which  ended  at  tlie  library  tlonr. 
I  hree  nun  were  there,  and  Simmonds  cariie  p.int- 
in^'  up  an  instant  later.  The  detecti\  es  h  ul  tl^-ir 
torches  in  their  hands,  an^l  I  saw  that  they  had 
broken  one  of  the  }j;!ass  panels  of  the  doc-r'^,  and 
that  one  ot  them  had  passed  :i  li.ind  tlirou;^rh  fhe 
openitifj;  and  was  fumblinj;  abnut  inside.  There 
was  a  sfiarp  click,  and  the  hand  came  back. 

I  here  \ou  are,"  he  said,  threw  the  door  open, 
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;uul  stood  ;isi(.L'  lor  his  superior  oHiccr  to  kiui  the 
\\ay. 

"  Wliat's    n-ron^?  "    Sinimonds    askij. 

"I    don't   know-  -but   tdc   L;irl   showcti   ;i    k^ht 
at  licr  \vi!ulo\\."' 

"  You  iK.ird  nothiiiu:?  " 
Not  a  sound." 

Sii;inioi;ds     hesitated.      No     doubt     the     same 

th(niu;ht  ouurred  to  him  as  to  me;  t'or  the  ki',\yer- 

I  artarin    in    tne    su^Li;ested    that    we    s.areelv    had 

warrant  to  brea!;  our  way  into  a  sleeping  house  in 

the  mitldle  of  the  n.ight. 

But  no  such  (k)ubts  seemed  to  disturb  (iodi'rev. 
Without  a  word,  he  cauu;ht  the  torch  from  S'm- 
M!onds's  hand,  ,ind  passed  tlirou^^h  t!ie  iloorua\. 
SimiTionds  toHowed,  I  wetit  next,  aiul  the  two 
otlier  men  cam;  ,t,  their  torches  ;dso  Ikiring. 
!  .hree  beams  of  li^  it  Hashed  about  tlie  kbrarv  and 
showed  it  to  be  etnptv.  One  of  them  —  (iod- 
Irey's  -  -  hngcred  on  tlie  hi^h-backed  cliair,  hut 
this  time  it  had  no  occupant. 

1  b.en  (iodti'ey  snitched  on  the  liuiit.  pa^^ed  into 
tlic  hall  and  -v.itcheil  on  the  k^iir  there.  The 
hnik  too,  Was  empty,  and  only  the  tickinij;  of  a  tall 
clock  disturbed  the  silence.  I  was  falterlrvj;  and 
reailv  to  turn  Iiack,  but.  to  mv  ama/ement,  (iod- 
frey  crossed  tlie  hall  at  a  bound  and  spranj^  up 
the  stair.,  tliree  stens  at  a  time. 
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Make  a!!  the  noise  you  caul  "  he  shoutctj  o\er 
Ins  ^llouKk■^.  ami  tlic  clatter  of  (Uir  feet  seemed 
enoiiiih  to  wake  the  dead. 

'I  he  upper  hall  was  also  enipt\  ;  aiul  then  my 
heart  .ua\e  a  siidijen  leap,  for  tlie  circle  of  li^ht 
Irom  {ioillre\\  turcli  had  eoriie  to  i-est  upon  a 
uhite-i-oln.ll  ti^^ure.  whicli  had  stolen  half-way 
down  the  stair  tro-ii  the  up[er  storv.  it  was  tiivj 
maid,  hoKlinL,^  her  nii^hr-iiress  about  her;  and  her 
face  was  as  wliite  as  her  t^own. 

( iiidlrey  sprang  to  her  side. 

'■  What  is  it?  "'  he  asketl.  "  \\'hat  is  wron;^?  " 
I  lie  d  a  ei"\,"  .^asjud  the  ^irl.  "  Down  here 
soni'-ahere.  .\';d  a  seulile  in  die  dark.  A 
Woman's  cry.      It  wa.s  choked  o'l  >iiort." 

(lodlrey  lea[>ed  :\<>\\:\  aniong  us,  and,  as  the 
liuht  ol  a  torch  ilashed  across  it,  I  saw  that  his 
tace  was  li\  id. 

"  Who's  t:ot  an  extra  i^un}  "  he  d-.m:inded.  and 
one  ot    the   detecti\'es  ]iressetl   one   into   his   hand. 

Ready,  now,  men,''  lie  added,  crossed  the  hall, 
threw  open  the  outer  door  into  SiKa's  room,  aiul 
llunii;  back  tlie  drapery  bevond. 

My  heait  was  in  my  throat  as  I  peered  over 
riotilrey's  shoulder  at  wliat  lav  within;  ami  then  n 
gasp  ol  :ima/emenr  ti-om  niv  C(inipanions  mincrled 
with  mv  own. 

I- or  the  cr\stal  spliere  was  irlowinij  sofdv.  and 
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scatLiJ  cross-l'-'^^cil  on  the  (.livaii,  !i:s  haiuls  loIJcd, 
[lis  eyes  lixn!  in  meditation,  was  SiUa. 

W'c  all  stood  t'or  a  iiioinent  starin;^  at  hini,  tlieil 
Godfrey  parsed  his  hand  da/.dly  helore  his  eyes. 

"  \\m  two  men  otay  on  ^uard  here,"  iic  said. 
"One  of  '.')u  k.ej)  your  toreh  ua  tliis  lellow,  rmd 
the  (^ther  keep  iiis  torch  on  the  lloor.  1  liere's  a 
cobra  around  somew'nere."' 

An  are  of  li^^ht  ■=\\\\A  shakin.^ly  across  the  tloor, 
as  one  oi  the  men  turned  his  loreh  toward  it.  liuC 
I  saw  no  biL;n  oi    i  oto. 

"  Lester,    xou   a!id   Simmonds   come   with   me," 


Gudtrey    added,    stepped 


aek   into  the   hall,   and 


tapped  at  the  door  of  Misa  \'aui^han's  hedroom. 

There  v>as  no  response,  and  he  tapped  ai^am. 
Then  he  tried  the  door,  }>;uiu!  it  luiloeked.  and 
opened  it.  I  le  sent  a  ray  of  T/^ht  skimmiip^  ahout 
th.e  room:  then  he  found  the  s'.virch,  turned  on  the 
lii,dits,  and  entered. 

The  room  wa.s  empty,  as  were  the  dressing- 
room  and  bath-room  adjoining.:.  '1  he  co\-ers  ot  ti'C 
bed  had  been  turnevl  baek.  ready  for  its  occupant, 
but  the  bed  was  undisturbed. 

Godfrey  L,datieed  about  the  room  ap;a:n,  a  sort 
of  frenzied  concentration  in  his  ga/e,  and  then 
went  out,  lea\ing  the  lights  burning.      It  took  but 

a  moment  or  two  to  look  through  the  other  suites. 

'I  -1 _     .11  , .. . 

i  iic>"  '>N  e  re  uii  eiMpi,. 
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It  Miss  X'aup^'haii  was  aiiywliLrc  aliout,  atul 
uniiarnicd,""  said  (nuifrey,  •' t!ic  muse  \vc  riiatic 
would  ha\c  !)r.'ui-!it  her  unt  to  invcstij^atc. 
'i'liLTc's  only  one  place  sr.e  can  he,"  and  he  led 
the  ua_\  i-cviUitcly  haek  to  the  do:)[- of  Si!\  a"b  rooin. 
I  lu-    yoL'i    had   not   mn\  ^_.\. 

(i(  dtre\  conteniplafed  !i;;n  t'or  a  nujiiient,  with 
liis  toiih  lull  on  the  be:;rdled  face.  Tlien  he 
crossed  the  threshold,  his  toiJx  s\vce|Mng  the  lluor 
't!  front  of  him. 

"  Let's  see  \\!iat  tlie  TIiu^  is  up  to,"  he  said. 
crossed  tile  rootn.  drew  hack  the  vlrapery,  and 
cpcned  the  door  into  file  little  closet  vilere  we 
haii  seen   .Malihi;!)  once  before. 

f  lu  re  was  a  Inirst  of  .uriil  stnnkc  into  the  room, 
and  (j(»dlrey  stepped  hack  with  a  stilled  exclama- 
tion. 

"  Loim'  here.  y<ni  fellows  I  "  he  cried,  atul  Sini- 
inonds  and  I   sprang  to  his  side. 

lor  a  moment  1  could  sec  iKiU.n:-;  the  roljirifr 
douils  of  smoke  blinded  and  choked  inc;  1  could 
feel  the  tears  running  down  my  checks  and  mv 
throat  burned  as  though  it  had  been  scalded. 

Then  the  smoke  lifted  a  little.  .M\d  \  ciurh^ 
a  fzlimpsc  of  what  lay  within  die   roono 

'n  the  miildle  of  die  lloor  stood  an  open 
er,  widi  a  thin  yellow  tlame  hovering  above 
''W   bright,    now  dim,    as   the   snu>ke   whirled 
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ar.out  it.  BctDrc  the  hra/icr.  sat  M.ihhu:'.  I.n 
1.^,  crossed  with  t'ect  up|)cnii"st,  his  hands 
jTc^seil  pahii  to  pahn  l)ctore  his  hu'e. 

"  Uut  he'll  sullocatel"  I  ^^aspeil.  M'id,  iiulccd, 
I  did  not  see  liou  any  human  heiny  c  »uld  hreallu 
i:i  siuh  vj\  atniospliere. 

\\\d  then,  as  the  smoke  \vhirk\i  aside  a^ain.  1 
^au  the  snake.  Its  head  was  u;i\ing  slowly  to 
.irid  t'ro,  its  hurrible  hood  distended,  its  yellow, 
litiless  eyes  tixed  upon  us. 

Siinmonds  saw    it  too,  and  retreated  a  step. 

■•  We'll  better  keep  <ait  oi  there,"  he  gasped. 
"  rill   that  little  pet's  j)ut  away  in  his  basket." 

Hut  Ciodl'rey  sei/ed  his  arm  and  dri^.^ed  hnti 
baek  to  the  threshold  ot  the  door. 

"  Look.  Simmonds."  he  cried,  riibbin^^  h.is  dr:p- 
pin;jj  eves  fiereely,  "there  against  the  wall  —  is 
there  something  there       or  i^  it  just  ilie  snioke  ."  ' 

I  Inoked.  too,  but  at  first  saw  nuthin-^,  tor  a 
Cloud  I'l  smoke  rolled  down  atui  b.lotted  out  the 
li^ht  trom  (ioillre\"s  torch.  Then  it  swirled 
aside,  anii  against  the  tarther  wall  I  fancied  i  saw 
something -- a  siiape,  a  huildled  shape  —  gro- 
lesijue'  —  httirible,  somehow. 

1  luard  (lodfrey's  startled  cry,  saw  his  hand 
swing  up,  saw  a  tongue  of  \ell  w  tl.ime  lea[)  troni 
his  rcvoK  er. 

\nd  witli  the  echo  of  the  shot,  came  a  scream 
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a  scream  pi^.^^.■in,L^  uncarthlv.  of  tcrr.ir  U'lSjU'cik- 
p.Mc.      ... 

I  saw  iP.c  I  lui;:  sprinn;  into  the  air.  his  face  dis- 
tnrtLii.  lis  nimitli  (ipcn — I  saw  hini  tcarinix  nt 
so.nicthinjr  tliat  swuii-  frem  his  neck  —  ioincihlnir 
horrible,    that  cKmi;  and   twisted.      . 

I  le  ton.  the  thini,'  loose  —  it  was  onlv  an  instant, 
r.allv.  I>iit  it  seemed  an  age  —  and,  still  shrieking^ 
liinig   it    fill!   at  '.iS. 

I  was  [\iral_\sed  v/ith  ten-or.  hicapalile  of  move- 
ment,   stanng    diim!ily  —  luit    (.odfrev    swept    me 


asu 


'e  so  sharply  that   I   almost   fell. 


And  tliat  fniil   sluip-e  swisjud  past     s.   fell  with 
a  lluid,  ;wul  was  lost  in  the  darkness. 
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Words  cnnnot  paint  the  nauscariiii:;  horror  ot  that 
nioM'.cnt.  Icar  —  coKi.  ahjcct.  awl  ill  tear — - 
ran  throuiih  my  \cins  hkc  a  dru;^:  tiiy  iacc  was 
Janiiiiy  with  the  svcat  of  utter  tei'ror;  uw  haiuls 
c1utc!-ie'l  wiK'ly  at  Si-ine  drapery.  '.\hii.h  t.'re  from 
its  fasteniniZ'^  and  came  down  in  my  iirasp. 

iiiree  shafts  of  hi^hts  swept  acrcjss  the  llonr.  ami 
almost  at  cnce  picked  up  th;U  horrid  shap.;.  It 
was  coiled  ^\■ith  liead  raised,  ready  to  strike,  and 
I  saw  that  one  side  oi  it-;  hood  !iad  heen  shot  away. 
I  ha\e.  more  than  once,  referred  to  Simmonds 
as  hard  headeil  and  wantini^  in  imagination  —  not 
alwa\s,  1  fear,  in  tuiiis  the  most  respectful,  i-or 
that  1  ask  his  pardon;  I  shall  not  make  that  mistake 
again.  I  "or.  in  that  ner\e-rackini:  moment,  ho 
never  lost  his  coolness.  Re\ol\i.r  m  haiul,  he 
crept  cautiously  forward,  while  we  others  held 
our  breath;  then  the  pistol  spoke,  one.  twice,  thrice, 
and  the  ugly  head  fell  lorwartl  to  the  floor. 

\t  the  same  moment.  Ciotlfrcy  spran^j  to  the 
door  from  which  volumes  of  heavy,  scented  smoke 
still  eiKiied.  and  disappeared  inside. 
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I  scarcely  nuticcd  tiun;  i  was,  starinj^  at  that  foul 
object  on  tlic  lluor;  and  then  I  stared  at  J-'rati- 
t:sco  Silva,  motior.L-si  on  tiic  di\an,  his  eyes  li:i;ed 
oil  t!ic  ci)stal  spliere.  undisturhed  amid  all  this 
teri.ir  and  (umiih.  It  is  impossible  {i<i-  jne  to  re- 
incnihcr  lilni,  as  lie  was  in  that  Dioimiit,  witliout 
admiration  —  \es,  and  a  little  awe. 

I>ut    (iodi  rev's    \  oice,     shrdl     with    excitcrneiit, 
broiii;ht  nie  around  wil!i  a  sr;irt. 

"  Lester  I  ''  he  shouted.  '"  Ixnd  a  hand  here!  " 
VVondering  what  new  horror  lav  in  wait.  1 
fought  my  way  into  tlie  otlier  room,  stumbled  uwv 
the  body  o\  die  'i'hwj;.  barely  sa\  ed  myself,  my 
scalp  prickling  with  terror  from  falling  upon  it, 
VMil  j)ilched  forwani  to  /e  (lodfnv  was  bend- 

ing  above    mat    liuddleu    tihapc    I    l;ad    glimpsed 
through  the  smoke. 

"Catch  hold!"  lie  iMiited;  and  choking,  stag- 
gering, suflocating,   we  liraLjged  it   into  the  outer 


room 


"(iet     a     \\i!'d)w     o[>en !  "     he     i;as[nd. 


(iet  a  window  open  !  " 

And  Simmonds,  whom  nothing  ~>ecmed  to  sliakc, 
groped  along  the  wall  until  he  found  ti  window, 
pulled  the  hangings  hack,  threw  up  the  sash,  and 
thing  hack  the  shutters. 

"  Quick !  •'  said  Godfre\ .  "  Over  there.  Now 
holil  the  torch." 

And    a.     I     ii.i!-.    it    and    pressed    the    button 
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Avith  a  trci);!iliii;^f  t!ii,ij;cr,  t!ic  1kiIi>  ct  li^zht  fell 
upon  ;i  oluudlcss  lace  —  the  face  n\  Marjuno 
\'aughan. 

SirninoiKis  was  supportintj;  her,  and  (iodtrcy, 
uith  frantic  lin.^crs,  was  loosening  her  robe  at  the 
throat.  My  terrified  eyes,  starinj;  ;it  that  throat, 
half-cxpectetl  to  find  a  cruel  mark  there,  hut  its 
s.'iujothness  was  unsullied.  I  he  r.i'.ie  li)t)>,Lned, 
Ciodfre)-  snatched  h.is  cap  from  h.is  head  and  be- 
gan to   tan  tile   fre=h  air  in  upon  her. 

"  Pray  he;i\en  it  is  n>>t  too  late  I  "  he  murmured. 
"nd  kept  on  tannin^;,  watchin:;;  t!ie  white  lij^^s  and 
delicate  nostrils,  so  drawn  and  li\  id..  "  We  tnu.-.t 
try  artiiicial  respiratlnn."  he  saivl.  alter  a  moment. 
"But  not  here  —  thi<;  atiiiospherc  is  stillin^'j. 
Take  her  feci,  Lester." 

\Vc  stammered  out  with  her,  somehow,  across 
the  ha!!,  inid  hf:v  room,  and  !aidi  her  on  her  bed. 
(lodfrey,  kntelin;^  abii\e  her,  betian  to  raise  and 
lower  her  arms,  with  a  steady,  regular  rhythm. 

"  Open  the:  w  indows  wide,"  he  cf)miiuinded, 
without  looking  u\\  "  Wet  a  towel,  or  something, 
in  cold  water,  and  bring  it  here." 

^■'"imonds  threw  <)[ien  the  wlndi)\vs,  wh:!i  I 
V  __  ticchanically  to  the  bath-room,  wet  a  to,,  .1, 
:\nd  slapped  it  against  her  face  and  neck  as  dod- 
frey  directed.  The  ir.oments  passed,  and  at  last 
the  lips  opened  in  a  fluttering  sigh,  the  bosom  rose 
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^vlth  a   rii!I  inhalation,   and  a  sp,it  nl"  cul.,ur  crept 

Ihajik  („i.i!"'  sai,i  (uhliwy,  \r.  a  voice  thar 
was  almost  a  .ob.  -  Xou-,  si:r.n'i.Mui..  go  out  ar..i 
I^riiu:  that  Irish  -irl.  arui  scn.l  ,.;,c  of' your  men 
to  'p-'-'i*--  liM-  I  linman." 

Simrnonii^  scJit  one  of  Irs  men  scurr\!nu^  ^vitIl 
a  \vord.  ami  hin;se!f  daslie.l  up  the  ^^tairs  to  ti,e 
other  floor.  I  I,-  uas  'jack  in  a  moment  ahiio-t 
<ini-n;hi-  the  fri::hlu;e.l  -iri  u!,h  him.  I  fcr 
teeth  Were  chattering  and  she  started  to  scream 
wlieii  siic  sau-  that  still  fonn  on  the  hed.  hut  Sin:- 
inonds  slionk  luT  sa\  agclv. 

fibre's  nothmg  to  he  afr.iid  of,"  f  ..ulfrey  as- 
sured h.iT.  "  Vour  misircss  isn't  dead  —  she'll 
soon  come  ann;nd.  P,at  vou  mus!  ^a  l,cr  un- 
dressed and  to  hcd.  And  d.en  keep 'bathing  her 
lace  wit!)  .^Kl  v.at.r  till  the  doctor  comes.  In- 
ticrsta nd  :  " 

'■  U'        yes.    sir."    faltered    the    girl.      •'  IJut 

—oh:  ••  and  a  hurst  of  hvsteri.al  sMJ.'^ng  choked 
her. 

Simnionds  shook  her  again. 

■•  i^on'r   be   a    fo.,1.     \nnic   Crogan !  "   he   said. 
'  *  let  hold  ot    \  oiirself !  "' 

(.odfrey  stepped  o!t  the  bed  and  picked  up  one 
ot  the  Hiiiii  wrists. 

"  Hrr  pulse  is  gettit)^  stronger."  he  said,  at'ter 
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a  moment.  "  It  will  scon  —  hello,  what's  tliisi" 
Clasped  ti,L!;ht  in  the  slenLler  tiiit,arh  was  some- 
tiiini;  tliat  looked  like  a  torn  and  .rumpled  rubber 
^lo\e.  He  tried  to  unelu'^p  the  tinkers,  but  when 
he  touched  them,  they  eontraeted  ri^ndlw  wud  a  low- 
moan  burst  trtJM)  the  unconscious  ^irl.  So.  alter 
a  .moineiit,  he  desisted  and  laid  the  hand  d'^w.i 
again. 

"^  ou  understand  wliat  you're  to  do?  "  lie  asked. 
the  maul,  and  she  nodded  mutelv.  "  Then  eome 
aiori^.  !ioys,"  lie  avKkd.  and  led  the  wav  b.iek  to 
the  ii.ill.  1  lis  lace  u.:s  di";pping  witli  perspiratl'.n 
a?id  his  liarids  were  shakiiifr,  !)ut  he  man.a<j;ed  ro 
control  tlieni.  "  .\nd  now  for  Senor  SiK'a,"  he 
b.a:d,  m  anodiei"  tone,  taking  ilie  torJi  t  rom  r;i\- 
iiand.      "  I    le.ir  he  w  dl   lia\e  .i   rude  awakening'. 

lie  sat  there  like  a  staUie,  e\en  whe:;  1  shot 
the  snake,"  remarked  Simmonds.  "  lie's  a  wi>n- 
der,  he  i>." 

"  "les,"  agreed  dodlrey,  as  he  ste[ipcd  into  the 
entry,  "he's  a  wonder."  'I  hen  he  stopped, 
glaneed  around,  .uul  turned  a  stern  t.iee  on  Sini- 
monds.  "  Where's  the  man  I  lelt  on  guard 
111  re?  "  he  asked. 

Win,"  l.dtered  Suiimniid^,  "  I  remember  now 
—  he  helped  us  i..irr\  the  \oung  l.ul\.  liut  we 
were  all  riglit  there  in  the  hall  ~  um  d<jn't 
Jiiean 
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(nullrcy  sUi^.ncd  to  the  inner  J.ior  aiul  Haslied 

his  tnrth  ,ihnut  t'le  room.       The  iii\an  was  eni[n\. 

Snninoniis  ;■  luseJ  onlv  for  a  single  j^hmcc. 

"  I  le  tan"f  Iv  lar  a\va\  I  ""  he  saij.      '•  i  le  .aii't 

Kcr  awav  in  tl^r  white  robe  of  his.      Come  alon-. 

I  orn  I  "  ari.l,  followed  h\'  his  ass':tanr,  he  j^'unijcd 

u'ovvn  the  stairs. 

!  '^aw  (..ulfrev  half-turn  to  follow;  then  he 
stoppetl,  r.in  his  lianii  along  the  wall  insiile  the 
tioor,  toiirui  the  initt(<n,  and  turnetl  on  tiie  lii^hts. 
I  l;s  face  was  pale  ami  ani^rv. 

It's  my  fault  as  muJi  as  anyone's,"  h  _•  said 
savagely.  "  I  might  have  knov.  n  SiKa  winild  see- 
the game  was  u;\  and  trv  to  slip  ;iway  in  the  ex- 
citement. !  ought  to  ha\e  kept  an  eye  on  !'.in;." 
"  '^our  e\es  were  fairly  husv  as  it  was,"  i  re- 
n;arked.  "  I'esides,  m.iyhe  he  hasn't  got  aw.iv." 
(lodlrey's  f.u-e.  as  he  glaneed,  a.l'out  the  room, 
showeii  th.at  he  eherisheil  no  siieh  hope. 

"  r.ct's  see  what  happened  to  Mahluih."  he  s;ud. 
"  .Mayhe  lie  got  auav.  too,"  anil  h.e  e,-"v;<,.J  f,,  fl^^. 
inner  door. 

'I'hc  flame  in  the  hra/ier  ha^i  died  awav,  and 
the  smoke  came  otily  in  iifful  puffs,  heavy  with 
(leadening  perfume.  The  Thug  had  not  trot 
away.  !  le  ].\\  on  the  floor  -  a  dreadful  sight. 
He  was  lying  on  his  haek.  his  hands  elenehed,  !iis 
hody  arehed  in  a  coiivulsion,  his  head  drawn   far 
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fvick.  I  he  black  lips  were  [Mrtcd  over  the  uii;l\ 
teeth,  arivl  the  eyes  li.i,l  nilled  ujnvani  till  they 
L^Ieanicd.  two  \:;^a!it  halls  of  white.  At  r!;e  sitic 
ct  his  neck,  just  under  the  jaw.  was  a  hideous 
swelJiriL^. 

(lodtrey's  torJi  ran  o\er  the  hotly  iron)  head 
to  loot,  ami  I  sickened  as  I  looketl  at  it. 

"  Vm  i^oinL,^  out,"  I  vi;d.  ■■  1  lan't  stand  this!  "' 
and   I  hurried  to  t!ie  open  wintlou. 

(HKJtrcy  joined  me  there  in  a  niornent. 

"  Fni  Seclinu;  pretty  had  niyselt."  he  said,  put- 
ting tile  torch  in  his  pocket  and  nioppinjj;  iiis  shin- 
ini;  torcheail.  "  It's  pl.iin  enou^^h  what  hap- 
pened. I  caught  a  glimpse  of  .Miss  \'auji;han  on 
the  lloor  there,  rea.lised  tli.it  we  couldn't  do  any- 
thinj.,'  with  the  snake  in  the  way,  and  shot  at  it. 
h'lt  I  only  rij^ped  awav  a  portion  of  the  hood,  ami 
the  thinj;,  mad  wirfi  ra'j;e,  sprang  upon  the  Hindu. 
Nothing  Oil  earth  could  ha\  e  saved  him  after  it 
;^ot  its  fanLrs  in  his  neck.      L'^h!  " 

I  le  shivered  slightly,  and  stood  \i,\\7.\n\r  for  a  nio 
nunt  down  into  the  ^^I'rden.      'Chen  he  turned  'vick 
to  nie  with  a  smile. 

It's  a  Ljood  ni<.;hi's  work,  I.e-^ter,"  he  said, 
''  e\en  it  we  don't  catch  Silva.  I  fancy  Miss 
\'au^han  ^\il!  chanf^c  her  mind,  now.  about  hc- 
coi.iin^  a  ,  riestess  of  Si\a  I  " 

But.    (iodfrey,"    I    asked,    "  what    h.ippcncd? 


296  Till-    GLOVED    HAND 

AVliat  was  she  doinii;  in  there?      What     .      .      ." 

He  stojiped  itie  with  a  h;ind  upnn  in\  arm. 

"  I  don't  kncAV.  liut  she'll  tell  us  when  she 
conies  arcjunJ.  I  only  hii}e  they'll  get  SiK'a. 
'Ihat  \V(ni!d  tnalve  the  \:iti)ry  eoinj^lete." 

I  le  [-UUised,  tor  the  hum  ol  a  moror-ear  caiTie  up 
the  dri\e,  and  an  instant  later  we  caught  die  glare 
ot  tile  acet}  le[ies.       I'lien  a  \ii;ee  haiUd  us. 

'■  i  lello,  there,"'  it  euiled.  "  Shall  I  come 
lip ': 

"Is  it  \ou,  ddctor?"  asked  (ndl'rey.  leaning 
out. 

"  Yes." 
Come    right    up.    tlien.    to    Miss    \":uighan's 
room." 

We  met  him  at  the  stairdie.id. 

"Oh,  it's  \ouI"  he  said,  ree-'ignising  us. 
"  What  has  happened  new  ?  " 

"Its  Aliss  \  aughan  —  t^he's  been  h.dt-suho- 
cated.      But  how  did  you  get  in?" 

1  lie  gates  were  open."  Hinman  ans\^■C!•ed, 
''so  1  dro\e  right  through.  Is  .Miss  X'aughati  in 
liere.'  "  and  when  Oodtrey  nodded,  he  opened  the 
door  and  '.  losed  it  softly  behind  him. 

"Open:"  repeated  Oodlrey,  staring  at  w.z. 
"  0['eii !       I  \\i:\\  ih.it  is  the  way  SiUa  went  I 

"  Yes,  yes,"  I  agreed.  "  He  had  the  key.  It 
was  he  who  kt  liie  out." 
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"  AiuJ  locked  the  ^:uc  after  vou?  " 

'■  1  es  -    1   licanl  the  kev  turn."' 

WitliuLit  a  word,  (jodlay  hurried  d..\vii  the 
stairs.      At  tiie  loot  u  e  met  >i;iirii. 'iids. 

"  \Vc'\-c  searched  tiie  grounds,"  iie  said.  ••  init 
iinven't  found  anyone.  I've  left  my  men  on 
KLi;u-d.  I  "p''"ned  for  some  more  men,  and  noti- 
iiej  lieadquarters." 

"He's  not  in  the  grounds,"  ^aid  Godfrey. 
"  He  went  out  by  the  gate,"  and  he  told  of  Hin- 
nian's  elisco\erv. 

"  I "11  stretch  a  net  over  the  whole  Bronx,"  said 
Snnmonds.  '•  I  don't  see  Imvc  a  fellow  dre^,sed  as 
lie  is  can  get  away,"  and  he  iiastened  uh  u>  do 
some  more  telephoning. 

"  Weil,  wc  can't  do  anything,"  said  ( .odfrev, 
"  so  wc  might  as  well  rest  awhile,"  and  he  passed 
Into  the  library  and  dropped  into  a  chair. 

I  followed  him,  but  as  I  sat  down  and  glanced 
about  the  room  1  saw  something  that  fairly  jerked 
ine  to  my  feet. 

A  section  of  the  shelving  had  been  swung  for- 
ward, and  behind  It  the  door  of  the  safe  sto(jd 
open. 

In  an  instant,  I  had  (lunij^  myself  on  my  knees 
before  it.  groj^ed  for  the  locked  drawer,  pulkd  It 
out,  and  irurrled  with  it  to  the  table. 

I  he  li\e  packets  ot  mutiey  u  ere  uone. 
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"  \V!iat  is  it,  I. ester?  "  askcj  (ioJlrcy.  at  my 
siJc. 

"There  was ---fifty  tliDUsarul  tlollars — in 
inoiiey  in  —  this  drawer,""  I  answered,  trvin^  to 
speak  colierentK . 

(j.'iiitrcy  took  th.e  drawer  t'rom  my  hands  and 
examined  its  contents. 

"  Well.  It  ;sn"t  tiiere  now,"  he  said,  ?.nd  re- 
jdaeeii  t!ie  drawer  in  tlie  safe.  "Sit  down,  Les- 
ter,"" a.nd  he  pressed  me  hack  into  m\-  chair  and 
fUin^  hiMisell  liito  another.  "  1  wish  I  knew 
where  \'au,L;h:ni  kept  his  whiskey  I  ""  lie  murmured. 
antl    ran    his    iuii^ers    tunouslv    throutj;!i    his    hair. 

I  h.is  is  getting  too  strenuous.  e\  en  tor  me  I 

lie  te!!  silent  for  a  moment,  and  sat  lookini!; 
at  the  open  safe. 

"  What  astonishes  nic."  he  mused,  ''  is  th-.- 
ner\c  of  the  man,  stopping  at  sucli  a  moment  to 
work  that  eonihination.  I  fiink  what  that  means, 
Lester,  ;.)  •..  k  a  e>.:;.hinat!on,  a  man  has  to  be 
cool  ami  collected."' 

"  A  man  \v\\n  could  sit  without  stirring  throucrh. 
that  scene  upstairs,"  I  said,  "  has  ner\e  enougli 
for  aiuthins^.  Nothing  Silva  does  can  surpr'sc 
me  after  that !  " 

1  wonder  how  he  knew  the  comhination  ?  " 
I   was  sure  he  !  new   it.      I   had  to  sto]i   Miss 
\'aughan  to  keep  her  from  telHiv^^  it  to  me." 
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^^  c'H.  he  lessened  his  chance  of  escape  In-  just 
tf>ar  much.  i;vcrv  minute  he  spent  before  that 
sate  was  a  n,inute  1,k;.  Ah,  here's  Simm-nuis. 
^y-ar  do  you  think  of  that,  Simn.onds'' -  he 
^^^l^ie^i.    and   pointed   to    the   safe.      -  Scfior   Silva 

stopped  on  his  uav  out  to  ..uher  up  lifrv  tnousand 
^^"^;"-    i"    cash    to    pav   his    travelling   expenses." 
S.rnmonds  ualked  .n  .r  to  the  safe  and  'ooked 
at  !t. 

,^^y'-  f''""""^i-'"  he  repeated.  "Rut 
\au^han  must  have  been  a  fo,,l  to  keep  tha  -„h 
nionr-  here." 

."/"'•  I  ;!"n"t  knou-.      It's  a  Hreproot  safe,  and 
mi;.,duv  we!!   concealed." 

inten-.ed  to  <r,ve  tlie  mnnev  t<.  Silva.  I  le  uns  go- 
"i^to  .ive  him  a  million  -  left  him  that  in  ,.:. 
^vill,   you  know." 

"So  Silva  was  only  taking  what  belonged  to 
;^-"''.  eh."  and  Godfrey  laughed.  "Well  I 
"ope  you'll  get  him.   Simmonds." 

It  was  at  this  moment  that  Dr.  I  Unman  entered 
a   curious,    repressed   excitement  in   his   face,    and 
his  eyes  shining  strangely. 

•'How  is  she.  doctor?  "  Godfrev  asked. 

"  She'll  be  all  right  in  the  morning.  She  is 
•still  pretty  nervous,  so  I  gave  her  a  sleeping- 
draught  and  waited  tl!!  it  t^^^^k  c'lect  " 
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Godfrey  looked  at  him  more  closely. 

"  Did  she  tell  you  anvthinu;?  "  he  asked. 

"  Not  much,"'  said  Ilinmaii:  "  i  \V(juldn'i  let  her 
talk.  Hut  bhe  told  me  eiiouLjh  to  let  ine  f^uess  one 
thiiiij  —  she'b  the  bravest  girl  I  ever  knew  or 
heard   (jI  I 

"  What  lio  \iiu  mean  ?  " 

'■  1  mean,"  criL-d  Ilmman,  his  eyes  {^lowin^ 
more  and  more,  "  that  she  stayed  in  this  house  and 
faced  t!ie  deadliest  peril  mil  of  lo\  e  for  that  man 
J'wain;  1  ;iiean  that,  it  he\  cleared,  as  he's  ccr- 
t;:ni  to  he  nnu,  it  will  he  slie  uliw  clears  h,im  :  I 
mean  that,  if  tlie  rc.il  murtierer  is  lirouj^ht  to 
justice,  it  V.  i!I  \k-  because  of  the  evidence  she  stayed 
here  to  ^ct,  and  did  j^ct  I  '' 

His  \oice  had  mounted  shrilly,  and  his  face 
was  workinu:  as  thouj»h  he  could  scarcely  keep' 
back  the  tears. 

"  Wait   a   minute,    doctor,"   broke   in   Ciodlrey. 

Dcn't  <j;o  too  fast.      What  e\idence?  " 

for  answer.  Ilitiman  flipped  something;  throuj.fh 
the  air  to  him.  Ciodfrey  cauj^ht  it,  ami  stared  at 
it  an  instant  in  hew  ildermefit :  then,  with  a  stifled 
exclamation,  he  s[>raii^  to  liie  hght  atui  held  the 
object  close  under  it. 

"  By  ill!  the  j^ods !  "  he  cried,  in  a  viiee  as  shrill 
as  1  lininan's  own.      "  1  he  tinger-prints!  " 
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I  Po  not  kiiDw  wliat  it  \*.!>  I  cxpcctcJ  to  sec,  as 
I  leaped  trom  my  chair  ;;tk1  peered  o\cr  (jodfrcy's 
siioiiKicr;  hut  Lcrtainly  it  was  soinethiriLr  inoro  ini- 
prcssi\c  than  the  soiled  and  rasjmd  ohject  he  held 
In  liis  haiiil.  It  was,  a[>parently.  an  f)rdinary  ruh- 
bcr  {^love,  such  as  surgeons  sometimes  use.  and  it 
was  torn  and  criim})led,  as  though  it  had  heen  the 
subject  of  a  struggle. 

Then  I  remembered  that  1  liad  >een  it  crushed 
in  Miss  X'aughan's  unconscious  lingers,  and  I  re- 
called how  the  fingers  had  stittened  when  Ciodtrey 
tried  to  remove  it,  as  though  some  instinct  ii.  her 
souglit  to  guar!  it,  even  in  the  face  of  death. 

"  Hut  I  don't  understand,"  said  Simrnond^.  who 
was  staring  over   the  other  shouKle:  What's 

that  tiling  got  to  do  with  the  finger-prints?" 

I    ok.  here,"  said  (iodfrey,  and  held  the  glove 
so  th.it  the  ends  of  the  lingers  la\  in  the  full  light. 
ihiM  I  s.iw  th.it  against  the  emi  of  e\er\  .'  ';:;er 
Iiail  been  glued  a  strip  of  rubber,  aboir  ich 

in  length  and  halt   .is  wiiie:  and.  bemling  tloM-r, 
I  perceived  tl!:U  tlie  surJ:iec  of  each,  of  tlic  ■ 
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was  coNcrcJ   \\it!i    ,ui   intricate  iMttcrn   ui  minute 
lines. 

"Forged  (inger-prints!  'limit's  a  new  ItK  -  in 
crinio,  isn't  it.  Siniinonds ;  "'  and  (iodirey 
lauLjhcd   excitedly. 

SinuMonds  took  the  ulovc,  got  out  his  pocket- 
glass,    and   examined   the    iinger-tips   minutely. 

" '^  nu  think  t!)ese  reproduce  Swain's  finger- 
prints? "  he  a^ked,  sceptically. 

"  I'm  ^ure  they  do!  I'ou  see  it's  the  right 
hand;  loi(k  at  tlie  tliumh  —  you  see  it's  a  double 
whorl.  \\  :iit  till  we  |ujr  them  side  by  side  with 
Swain's  own,  and  you'll  sec  that  they  correspond, 
line  (or  line.  '\\s,  an.vl  look  at  those  stains.  Do 
you  know  what  those  stains  are,  Simmonds? 
i  Ik\  re  blood.  Did  \ou  notice  the  stains, 
doctor?" 

V'cs,"  said  llinman.      "  I  tliink  they're  blood- 
stains,    'f'hat  uiil  be  easy  enough  to  iletermine." 
"Whose   Idootl   is  It?"  asked  Simmonds.   and 
I  could  see  that  e\en  his  armour  had  been  pene- 
trated. 

"Well,"  answered  Cioilt'rey,  smilliij;,  science 
isn't  able,  as  yet,  to  identify  the  blooil  of  individ- 
uals; but  I'd  be  willing  to  give  odds  that  it's 
Sv/ain's  blofui.  Mv  idc.i  is  that  SI!\a  got  the 
blood  for  the  titiger-prints  from  the  blood-soaked 
handkerchief,  which  Swain  probably  dropped  when 
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he  tied  I'l-om  tlic  arbour,  aiui  which  Siiva  picked 
up  aiul  dropped  beside  the  chair,  alter  iie  uas 
through  with  it,  as  an  additional  bit  ot  e\  i- 
dcnce." 

*' 'ihat's  reasonable  enoLii;li,'"  agreed  Hinman. 
w  ith  a  ijuick.  nod,  "  but  what  I  can't  understand  is 
how  he  made  these  reproductions." 

Godfrey  sat  dowti  a^ain  and  contcni[i!ated  the 
glove  pensively  hjr  s  )n;e  moments.  I  hen  he 
turned  to  me. 

**  Wliere  is  that  bot/K  ot'  linger-prints  you  spi)ke 
about,  l.evter?"  he  asked. 

I  went  to  the  book-case  and  got  it  out.  God- 
frey took  it  and  began  to  turn  the  pages  quickly. 

"  Swain's  name  is  "n  the  index,"  I  said,  and 
h.:  glanced  at  it,  and  tlu  turned  to  the  place  where 
the  page  had  been. 

"Which  remi.'ids  me."  said  Ilinman,  with  a 
rueful  smile,  "  that  I  o  .octed  a  very  pretty  the- 
ory to  account  for  that  m'ssing  page.  I  felt  quite 
chesty  about  it!  I'm  glad  it  didn't  throw  .Miss 
Vaughan  off  the  scent!  " 

"  So  am  1 1  "  agreed  Godfrey,  "  for  it  must 
have  been  this  missing  page  which  gave  Miss 
Vaughan  her  tirst  suspicion  of  tiie  truth.  I'er- 
haps  it  was  pure  inspiration  —  or  perhaps  she 
knew  that  Silva  could  reproduce  finger-prints. 
\Vp  shall    '    ' 'M   <■,'!■•'   >>, '•  bi'i'"  I'  '!'  ^•'"'v.      In  ;r"i^ 
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event,  it's  a  clc\cr  trick  ;uul  casv  enuuLrh  ^v'le^ 
you  know  Iiow  I  " 

I.ikc  stamiif         j  l'i^'j:  on  ciul.  "  I  suggested. 

"  I'rec  isely.  tritk    is     easy    when     vou 

work  it  backwards.  Hut  just  tliink.  Siminoiuis," 
he  aiiiicil,  "  uliat  problems  tiie  poliee  will  luuc  to 
face,  if  gloves  like  these  become  fashionable 
among  cracksmen!  " 

Simmonds  groaned  dismally. 

"  '\'ou  haven't  told  us  yet  liuw  it's  done,"  he 
said. 

I  bit  back  a  smile,  for  Simmonds's  tone  was  that 
•  'I   pupil  to  master. 

"Well,"  said  (iodfrey.  slowly,  "it  might  be 
done  in  several  ways.  'Ihc  first  thing  is  to  get 
a  good  set  of  the  prints  to  be  reproducetl.  1  hat 
Silva  got  from  this  aliium.  The  moulds  might 
be  made  bv  cutting  them  in  wood  or  metal;  but 
that  would  take  an  expert  —  and  besides,  I  fancy 
it  would  be  too  slow  for  Silva.  He  had  a  (juicker 
way  than  that  —  perhaps  hy  transferring  them  to 
a  plate  of  /inc  or  copper  and  then  eating  them 
out  with  acid.  Once  the  mould  :>  secured,  it  is 
merely  a  question  of  pressing  india-rubber-mix- 
ture into  it  and  then  heating  the  rubber  until  it 
hardens  —  just  as  a  rubber-stamp  is  made.  The 
whole  process  wiuild  take  only  a  few  hours." 

<;;,,,..,,.„  1      1.. ,,  .    ,    j^^,^,p  breach. 
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'■  It  may  be  simple,"  he  said.  "  but  tliat  tel- 
low's  a  genius,  just  the  same.  lie's  ihulIi  i"o 
clever  to  be  at  large.  We've  got  to  get  liim  I  " 
"  Be  sure  of  one  thlnu."  retorted  (iuLltrey. 
"  You'll  tind  it  harder  to  catch  him  than  it  v.is  to 
let  him  go!  He  won't  walk  into  your  arms.  N«'t 
that  I  blame  you,  Simmonds."  he  added;  "  !  nt  1 
blame  those  mucklc-heided  men  of  yours  —  and 
I  blame  myself  for  not  keeping  my  eyes  open. 
Here's  the  glove  —  take  good  care  of  it.  It 
means  Swain's  noiulttal.  And  now  there  is  one 
other  thing  I  want  to  see  before  we  go  to  bed.  Sup- 
pose we  make  a  little  excursion  to  the  roof." 

"To  the  roof?  What  for?"  demanded  Sim- 
monds, as  he  wrapped  the  glove  in  his  handker- 
cJi-'  f   Mvd  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

u  know  how  fond  you  are  of  lii?-works!  " 
retorted  Godfrey,  smiling,  aiul  started  tor  the 
d'v^r. 

iaven't  the  slightest  idea  what  you're  talk- 
ing about,"  said  Hinman,  "but  I'm  as  curious  as 
an  old  woman. —  and  I  like  firc-works,  too!  ' 

"  Come  along,  then,"  laughed  Godfrey,  and  led 
the  wav  up  the  stairs.  "  Th's  time  we'll  go  as 
quietly  as  wc  can!  "  he  added,  over  his  shoulder. 

In  the  entry  at  the  top  of  the  stairs  leading  to 
the  attic  stor' 
frev  looki-.l 
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"  Do  you  suppose  those  two  Cicr)n;in  servants 
h:i\e  slei'it  oii  tilr^li^h  all  this  excitement?"  he 
asked;   and   we    louiid   alterwurds  tiiat   they   had  I 

The  Hare  of  (Mnjircv's  ton.h  disclosed  a  ;'.ird 
fiigl;t  ot"  stairs  at  tiie  end  -if  tiie  entry,  and,  when 
we  reached  the  \\)nt  of  these  aiid  looked  up,  we 
lound  ourseKes  ^a/.in_i;  at  the   stars. 

"Ah!"  >a;d  (imiirc);  "I  thought  so!  'ihc 
statj[e  was  ^et,  ready  f.ir  the  i.urtain,  and  then  the 
leading  lady  failed  to  a[ipear.  Su  the  \  illain  went 
in  search  ol  her.  lound  her  with  the  glove  in  her 
hand,  and  started  to  suppress  her,  when,  our  limelv 
arrival  interrui)ied  him!  Gentlemen.  1  think  f 
can  promise  you  a  mobt  interesting  denions'  -.i-  - 
W  hat  did  Miss  \aughan  call  it,  Lester?  " 

"  An    astral    hcnediction."    [    said. 

"   l!iat's   it!"    i,aid   Godfrey,   and   led  the 
u\)   the   steps. 

I  here  was  a  wide,  h.inged  trap-door  at  the  top, 
lying  open,  and  we  ste}>ped  through  it  out  upon 
the  rnoi.  Ihrc  hail  been  built  a  platform  about 
eight  leet  squari',  with  a  low  railing  around  it. 
I  saw  Cioilt rev's  torch  pla\ing  rapidly  o\er  the 
boards  of  the  [ilalforni,  then  he  marslialled  us  in 
the  miildle  of  It. 
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west.      1  \tcnd  \our  arms  to  t!ie  hea\(.iis  and  con- 

'"cntrati    \'<'iv  ■■!',■  upon  that  big  sf;ir  up  voniit-r. 
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Gt)  ahcaJ.  doctrir."  lu  wr.u.J.  .ir,  1  linman  hesi- 
tated. "  W'e'ro  try!n;z  to  persuade  an  astral  vis- 
itor to  pay  us  a  call,  and  it  takes  team-work." 

We  sti'od  sil'jiu  a  mniiKin.  with  our  arms  above 
our  heads,  and  I  could  heir  dodirey  shitting  his 
feet   cautiously   aloii;^^   the   h(jards  of   the   iloor. 

'■  \\'liat"s  that!  "'  cri-d  ^immonds,  for.  from  the 
darkne;,s  at  our  feet,  h.id  conic  a  sott  whirr  as  of 
a  bird  takinij  lli^ht. 

"I.odkl"    cried   Ilinman.      "'Look! 

IIii2;h  abo\e  our  he. ids  a  po'nt  of  llame  ap- 
peared, briti;htened  and  burned  ste(.!-bluc.  I' or  a 
moment  it  lump;  there,  then  it  i^rew  brighter  andi 
brighter,  and  I  knew  that  it  was  descending. 
Lower  and  lower  it  came,  until  it  hovered  in  the 
air  just  above  us;  then  it  burst  into  a  million  sparks 
and  \-anisheil. 

For  a  moment,  no  one  spoke;  then  I  heard  Hin- 
)nan's  voice,  and  it  was  deciiiedly  unsteatly. 

"Whit  's  this,  anvway?"  he  demandevi. 
"  The  Arabian  Nights?  " 

"'  No,"  said.  Godfrey,  and  in  his  voice  was  the 
rlna:  of  triumpli.  "  It's  merely  a  device  of  one 
of  ihe  cleverest  iakirs  who  e\er  li\ed.  lake  the 
tf^reh,  Simmonds.  anil  let  us  see  hov.-  it  works." 

He    dropped    to    his    kiues.     while    Simmor.d 
li-rhted  him,   and   I  saw  that  there  was  a  hole  :m 
the    floor    almut    three    inches    \n    d'anw  f.  r.      G.  d- 
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trey  felt  carefully  about  it  for  a  mnMicnt,  and 
then,  with  a  little  exclamation  >>i  triuDipli,  foun-l 
:i  li'iKi  lor  his  finders,  jiullcd  sharp!),  aiul  raided 
a  hinged  section  of  the  floor,  about  eij^hteen  inches 
stjuare. 

"  Now  give  us  the  lii^lit."'  .ic  saij,  and  plunged 
it  into   the  opening:;. 

In  line  with  the  little  Imlc  was  :\n  upright  metal 
tube  aliout  a  to(jt  long,  ending  in  a  small  square 
box.  Iksicie  the  tube,  a  slentler  iron  rod  ra:i 
Iroin  the  platform  down  into  the  box. 

i  hat's  the  lever  that  sets  it  ott,"  remarked 
Godfrey,  tappir^T  f!  ,■  r.,d.  "  A  [M-essure  of  the 
foot  did  it." 

lie  puliei!  the  rod  loose,  seized  t!ie  tul^e,  and 
lifted  t!ie  v.liole  apparatus  out  upon  the  plat- 
form. 

"  I.er's  take  It  ilown  where  we  can  look  at  it,'' 
he  saivl,  and,  carrying  it  easily  in  one  hand,  leil 
the  way  back  to  the  library,  cleared  a  place  on  the 
tal)le  and  set  it  down.  ■{"hen.  after  a  moment's 
examination,  he  pulled  back  a  little  bolr  and  tilted 
the  top  of  the  box,  with  the  tube  attached,  to  one 
side. 

A  curious  mechanism  lay  revealed.  There  was 
a  powerful  spring,  which  couhl  be  wound  up  with 
a  key,  and  a  ilrum  wound  with  Hlnmentdikc  wire 
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it.      Two  small  dry-battcrics  were  i».».iircJ  to  one 
side  of  llic  box,  tlicir  wires  running  to  tiic  drum. 

'■  W'liv,  it'i  III 'thing  but  a  toy  catapult  I  "  I  said. 

"  I  hat's  all,"  and  (iodtrcy  nodded.  "'  It  rc- 
niaincil  for  ^IKa  to  add  a  few  trininiings  I't  li;s 
own  and  to  jua  it  tu  a  uniijuc  use.  Instead  o*  a 
missile,  he  loaded  it  with  liis  little  aerial  shell,  at- 
tached to  the  end  of  this  wire.  I  lie!!  he  shot  :" 
off  with  a  pressure  of  the  foot;  whesi  il  readied  the 
end  of  the  wire,  the  iHill  brought  this  platinum 
coil  ag.iinst  the  batteiA  wires  and  closed  the  cir- 
cuit. '1  111.  spark  lired  the  shell,  and  the  drum  be- 
j,;:n  to  rL\-ol\e  and  pull  it  dov.:!.  1  hat  explains, 
Lester,  why  it  descended  so  steadily  and  in  a 
straight  line.  liie  fellow  wlio  could  iie\ise  a  thing 
like  that  descrxe.^  to  succeed !  Here's  health  to 
Inm  . 

'"He  ought  to  !k'  behind  the  bars,"  growled 
Simmonds.  "  1  he  cle\erer  he  is,  the  more  dan- 
gerous he  is." 

"  \\'el!,"  rew.rted  (jodfrey,  "I  admire  him. 
an\way;  ami  he  isn't  behind  the  bars  yet.  No 
doubt  vou'll  tind  some  of  his  shells  to-morrow 
about  t!ie  iioiise  somewhere,  and  yui  might  amuse 
yourself  by  shooting  one  oft  every  night  at  nud- 
night,  cm  the  chan.ce  that  he  sees  it  and  eomcs  b.vA 
to  see  who's  stealing  his  thunder!" 

But  this  brilliant  suggestion  didn't  seem  to  ap- 
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peal  to  SimiTKJiuls,  -aUo  merely  -grunted  and  con- 
tinued his  examination  oi"  the  catapult. 

'  Siha  had  loaded  it  tor  to-night's  I'erforrn- 
ancc,"  (jodl'rey  weiit  on,  "hut,  as  1  remarked  he- 
iorc,  the  leadinL,^  lady  failed  to  answer  her  cue, 
and  It  remained  for  us  to  touch  it  oil.  There  it 
is,  Sinimomis;  I  turn  it  o\  er  to  sou.  It  .ind  the 
,Ldo\e  w  ill  make  unique  additions  to  the  museum  at 
iieadiju.irters.  And  rmv, ,"  he  addeij,  with  ih.c 
\v;dc  yaun  ol  suvlden  relaxation.  "  \nu  fellows  can 
nutise  a  ninlit  ol  it,  if  \(ju  want  to,  but  I'm  goini; 
to  hed." 

I  .ulanced  at  my  watch.  It  was  h;df-[.ast  foin". 
Another  d.iwn  wa>  hri^hteninij;  aloni;  the  east. 

Hininan  r.m  upstairs,  took  a  l(n,k  at  lii-:  pa- 
tient, .i.nd  came  down  to  tell  us  that  slie  was  slee])- 
in^j;-  calndy. 

"She'll  he  all  ri;zht  in  the  mor-Mni!;."  he  as- 
sured u>;  "and  while  1  dnii'i  want  to  hutt  in.  I'd 
certanil>  like  to  hear  her  story.  Adventures  like 
this  don't  happen  \ery  often  to  a  country  doctor  I 
May   I    come?  '' 

"  Mo>t  surely!"  1  assented  warmlv.  "I 
think  we  Wire  wry  fortui.ate  to  !ia\e  had  vou  in 
tiiis  case,   doctor. " 

'' ^''  do  I!  '  echoed  (iodlrey,  while  i  linm  in 
Hushed  with  ideasure.  "  And  don't  forget, 
Lester,    that   it   was    I    who   nicked   him   ,y,n     wWh 
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nothing  better  th:in   tlic   tclcphniu-bofk  to   ^uidc 
nic  I       riuit  was  my  iiitalllMc  instinct  I  " 

'"Suppose  wc  sav  ten  o'clock,  ther. .'  '  1  sug- 
gested, sniinii;^^  at  (iodt'rey"s  exuberance  —  but 
then.   T   was   feeling  ratiier  exuberant  rnvseltl 

'•Til  be  here  I''  said  1  lintnan.  And  thank 
\uu.""  and  a  ri-oment  later  we  heard  h:s  car  cb.ug- 
ging  away  down  t!ie  dri\e. 

We  listened  to  it  for  a  moment,  then  (.odirey 
yawned  again. 

"  Come  along.  Lester."  he  s.i.d.  "  or  I'll  l;o  to 
sleep  on  my  feet.  Can  1  gi\e  you  a  bed,  Sim- 
monds?  " 

"No.  thanks,"  saiil  Simmnnds.  "I'm  not 
rcadv  for  bed.  I'm  jioin<r  to  comb  tb.is  whole 
neighbourhood,  as  soon  as  it's  hglit.  Sd\-a  ca:i  t 
escape  —  urdess  he  just  tables  away  into  the  air.' 

"  "^'ou'v'e  found  no  trace  ol   him.'" 

'■  Wc  had  no  reports  \et."  and  .simmonds 
walked  beside  us  down  the  dri\-e  to  the  gate; 
"  but  mv  men  ought  to  be  coming  in  pretty  soon. 
There's  a  thick  grove  just  across  the  road,  wlure 
he  may  be  hiding. 

Me  stopped,  for  a  man  was  hastening  towarel 
us.  carrying  under  one  arm  a  small  white  bundle. 

Simmonds  quickened  his  pace. 

"  What's  that  \ou've  got?  "  he  asked. 

The  man  saluted. 
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■  I  i'uiikI  it  just  now,  sir,  in  the  luislics  near  the 
gate.      I.ouks   like   a   dress." 

Sininidiuis  unrolled  it  slowly.  It  was  the  robe 
of  the   White   Priest  of  Si\a. 

(.odtrey  loik.d  at  it  and  t!ien  at  Siinnionds, 
whose  hue  v,  as  a  study.  'Miin  lie  t-iok  me  hv  llic 
ai-i!)  and  hd  me  auav. 

"  I  !ii  ati-aid  .Sijiimonds  has  his  w;)rk  cut  nut 
''•'"  hnii,  '  hL  sa;d,  when  we  were  out  nt'  eaisliot. 
"  I  thou^lit  so  from  the  first.  A  feih'w  as  dL\er 
ns  Sii\a  would  !ic  certain  to  keep  his  hue  wf  re- 
treat (.pen.      Ik's   far  away  hy  this  time." 

lie  walked  (I!)  ihoughtfullv,  a  little  smile  i>i\  liis 
lil-    ^ 

"  I'lti  n.!t  ali(!:;ether  snrr\,""  he  continued.  "  It 
adds  an  interest  to  life  to  know  that  he's  ruimint^ 
ar. "and  the  wcrld.  and  tliat  '.\  e  may  ejicounter  h:ni 
ai^rain  some  day.  Ik's  a  remarkable  fellow, 
Lester;  one  of  the  most  remarkable  I  e\er  met. 
lie  comes  close  to  bein^  a  genius.  I'd  i;i\e  some- 
th:n<i;  to  hear  the  story  of  his  life." 

That  wish  was  destined  to  be  ^M-atified.  for, 
three  years  later,  we  heard  that  story,  or  a  part 
<)l  It,  trom  .'^iba's  lips,  as  he  lav  eabiiK  sDinkini^r 
a  cil,^arette,  lookin<r  in  rlie  face  of  death, —  and 
with(iut  tliiiehin-.  Perhaps,  some  dav.  I  siiall  tell 
that  story. 

"  But.  Cotifrey,"  f  said,  as  we  turned  in  at  his 
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jj;atc.  "  al!  this  sclicmc  of'  lies  the  --tar.  the 
niuriic"  the  fi'i^er-priiits  -  what  was  it  all  ahnut.'' 
i  tan't  see  tiiroui;li  it,  cveii  set." 

"  There  are  still  a  tew  dark  places,"  he  agreed: 
"but  the  DUtliiics  aix'   pretty  clear,  aren't  they."" 

"  Not  to  i:ie  ^  it's  all  a  juinlle." 

"  Suppose  we  wait  till  we  hear  Miss  Wiiighan's 
story,"  he  suyyesteJ.  "  After  that.  I  think,  wc 
can  re-construct  the  wiiole  plot,  'i  here's  one 
foundation-stone  th:u's  missing,"  ho  aiided. 
thou<j;httull\.  "I  yonder  if  Miss  \'au^han  uses 
a  hlotting-hook?      It  all  de|^e!uls  upon  that  1  " 

"A  hlottinL^-bouk? ''  1  echoed.  "But  I  don't 
sec. 

lie  shook  hinisclf  out  of  his  thoughts  with  a 
little  lau^h. 

"  Not  ntiw,  Lester.  It's  time  we  were  in  bed. 
Look,  there's  the  sun  I  "  and  he  led  the  way  into 
the  house.  "  111  ha\e  vou  called  at  nme."  he 
added,  as  he  bade  ine  ^ood-nignt  at  my  duor. 
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GoDFRr.v's  penvcrs  of  recuperation  1ki\  c  aston- 
ishcii  nic  more  than  once,  ami  never  more  so  than 
when  I  foLinJ  him  at  the  breakfast-table,  as  fresh 
and  rosy  as  thouj^rh  he  had  had  a  full  night's  sleep. 
But  c\en  I  lelt  better  by  liie  time  the  meal  was 
o\er.  Ir  IS  wonderful  what  a  cup  oi  cottee  can 
do  lor  a  man ! 

"  I  ■phoned  a  message  to  Swain,  as  soon  as  I 
was  up,"  Godfrey  said,  "  telling  him,  in  your 
name,  that  we  had  the  exidence  to  clca--  him,  and 
that  Miss   \'aughan  was  safe." 

"  I  must  go  dtnvn  to  him,"  I  said,  "  and  start 
proceedings  t(j  set  him  free.  I'll  get  Simmonds  to 
go  with  me  before  Goldbcrgcr,  and  then  before 
the  magistrate.  VVc  ought  to  get  an  order  of  re- 
lease at  once." 

"  You've  got  something  to  do  before  that," 
(Jodfrey  reminded  me.  "  We're  to  her  Miss 
Vaughan's  story  at  ten  o'clock.  I'm  taking  it  tor 
granted,"  he  iddetl,  with  a  smile,  "that  I'll  be 
welcome,   as  well  as  llinman." 

1  hat  doean't  need  saying,"  I  retorted,  and  ten 
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minutes  later,  \vc  were  on  the  way  to  Elmhurst. 
I  here  was  a  man  on  guard  at  the  iihrarv  door, 
but  he  alloweii  us  to  pass  when  we  ^:i\\:  our  names, 
having  evidently  had  his  instructions  from  Sim- 
monds.  In  answer  to  Godfrey's  (]uestion.  he  said 
that,  so  far  as  he  knew,  no  trace  had  heen  found 
of  SiKa. 

We  went  on  into  the  room,  anti  found  that  some 
one,  Sin-.monds  presumably,  had  closed  the  safe 
and  swung  the  section  of  shelving  back  into  place 
belore  it.  It  was  not  locked,  however,  and  I 
opened  it  and  went  through  its  contents  carefully, 
with  the  faint  hope  that  the  money  might  have 
been  thrust  into  some  other  compartment.  But  I 
found  no  trace  of  it,  and  was  replacing  the  con- 
tents, when  a  voice  at  the  thrcsiiold  brought  me 
to  my  feet. 

"  Mr.  Lester  I  "  it  said,  and  I  turned  to  behold 
a  vision  which  made  me  catch  n.y  breath  —  a 
vision  of  young  womanhood,  with  smiling  lips  and 
radiant  eyes  —  a  \ision  wh.ich  came  quickly  to- 
ward me,  with  hands  outstretched. 

"  Miss  \'aughan!  "  I  cried,  and  took  the  iiands 
and  held  them. 

"  Can  you  forgive  mc?  "  she  demanded. 

"  For  what?" 

"  For  treating  you  so  badlv!  Oh.  I  ould  sec 
what  you  tliought  of  me,  and  I  longed  to  tell  -ou 
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it  was  oiilv  iiiakc-l)clic\c,  Init  I  didn't  ilarcl  I 
ci'.uld  sec  )(Hir  grimace  of  di-^gust.  when  I  Icll  on 
;ii\'   knees    beside   the   cliair   yonder. 

"Miss  \'aughan,"  I  broke  in,  "  \vhate\cr  my 
sentiments  may  lia\e  been  --  and  I  was  an  idiot  not 
to  suspect  the  truth!  —  they  ha\  e  all  changed  into 
enthusiastic  admiration.  "\'ou  were  wiser  and 
bra\er  than   all  of  us." 

A  wase  of  colour  swept  into  her  checks. 

"  1  might  athi,"  I  went  on,  "  that  1  thought 
white  robes  becoming,  but  they  were  not  nearly  so 
becoming  as  this  gown!  " 

"It  is  of  the  last  century!"  she  protested. 
"  I'ut  anything  is  better  than  tliat  mas(]uerade ! 
And   when  —  when. 

"  I  tiiink  I  can  get  Swain  free  tliis  afternoon." 
I  ansveretl.  "  I'm  going  to  trv,  anyway.  Mr. 
(loiifrey  'phoned  him  tiie  good  news  the  lirst  thing 
this  morning.  1  his  is  .Mr.  (iodlre\,  M:  - 
\'aughan,"  I  added,  "  and  \  cry  c.igcr  to  shake 
hands  with  you." 

"  \'ery  proud,  too,"  saie'  Godfrey,  coming  f>.r- 
ward  anil  suiting  the  action  t<'  the  woril. 

Tlurc  was  a  step  on  the  walk  outside,  ant!  Dr. 
Ilinman  appearcel  at  the  tloor. 

"Well'"  he  cried,  comini'  in.  his  (^cc  beam- 
ing. "  1  here's  no  need  for  tiic  to  ask  how  rw 
patient's  d^'ing!  " 
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"  I'm  afraid  \nu  ha\cn't  got  any  patient,  any 
more,  tloctor."    I  lau^hcil. 

*■  I'm  afraid  not."  agreed  Ilinman.  "  i  11  \v.i\c 
to  ^o  InKk  to  my  otticc  and  wait  for  another  one. 
liut  befnre  I  ^(k  Miss  N'au^^han.  I  want  to  hear 
the   story.      Mr.    Lester   promised   me    I    should." 

Miss  X'aughan  U)uk.ed  at  me. 

'■We  all  want  to  hear  it,"  1  saiil;  "how  you 
came  to  suspect  —  how  you  got  the  glove — ■ 
everything." 

1  ler  face  grew  sober,  and  a  shadow  Hitted  across 

it. 

'■  Suppose  we  sit  down."  she  said,  and  just  then 
the  sentry  at  the  door  saluted  ami  Simmonds 
stepped  into  the  rootii. 

1  saw  him  shake  his  head  in  answer  to  (jodtrey's 
questioning  look  and  knew  that  SiK  a  had  not  i)ecn 
found.  '1  hen  I  brought  hitJi  forward  t(  .Miss 
\'aughan  ami  introduced  him. 

"  Mr.  Simmonds,"  I  explairuxl.  "  has  been  in 
charge  of  thii,  case;  and  it  was  he  who  arranged  to 
watch  the  house,  for  fear  some  harm  would  bet. ill 

you. 

"  1  know,"  broke  in  Miss  Vaughan,  clasping 
Sinmionds's  hand  warmly.  "  Annie  t^'ld  me  all 
about  it  this  morning.  1  don't  know  how  lo  thank 
you,  .\1  r.  Simmonds." 

"  Oil,  it  wasn't  me,  cspeciallv,"  protested  Sim- 
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nioruJs,  rctl  v>  the  cars.  "  Jt  was  really  Cjodfrey 
liicrc,  ami  .Mr.  Lester.  Ihey  were  wurried  to 
lieath." 

We  ■li.i'fc  rather  \s()rrietj,"  (mdtrey  adiTiitteJ ; 
"  especially  after  we  saw  y>m  at  that  iiiidnight  lire- 
works  party." 

"  '^  uu    saw    that.'"'    slie    asked    (juickly;    "but 

MOW. 

"Oh,  we  h.ad  seen  the  show  e\erv  iii^ht  for 
a  week.  It  was  its  lailure  to  eoi;ie  otl  last  n.ight 
which    hrst   told   us  sonietliui^  was   wroiii^." 

"Well,"  said  .Miss  \  auj^han,  with  a  dee;i 
breatli.  sittmi^  down  attain  and  niotioiiiti^  us  to  tol- 
low  her  example,  "  it  seems  to  me  that  y(  ha\e  a 
story  to  tell,  tool  But  I'll  tell  miiie  first.  Where 
shall    1    lie-in  ?  " 

Bej^in,  '  I  su!j;^ested,  "  at  the  moment  when 
)(Ui    tirst   suspected  the   plot." 

1  hat  was  when  \ou  were  tell  iij^  me  ot'  I'red's 
arrest.  When  \ou  told  me  o!  the  haiuikerciiiel 
anil  then  ol  t!ie  liii^er-priiits.  j  knew  tli.it  some- 
one was  plottm^  ajfamst  hmi.  .\nd  then.  i]uite 
si.ddenK,    I    thought  ol    somethm;^." 

"'^iiii  jumped  u\\"  1  saivl.  "as  though  \ou 
were  shot,  ami  vad  to  the  hook-ci^e  o\er  tliere  and 
ji'>t  diiwii  th.it  .dinnn  ot  linLH-r-prmts,  an!  loutul 
that  ^waui's  Were  nnssin^.  Ih.it  seemed  to  up- 
set you  completeh." 
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"  It  did;  and  I  will  tell  you  why.      My  fat'.icr, 
tor   many   years,   had   been   a   collector   ot    hni^er- 
prints.      All  ct'  his  friends  were  cntnpelled  to  con- 
tribute;   and   uhencver  he   made   a    new   aciiuamt- 
ance,  he  Ljnt  his  prints,  ti)o,  if  he  could,      lie  be- 
lic\eil   that   one's  character  was   revealed   m   one's 
rnmer-[Mints.   and  he  studied  them  very  caret  ully. 
h    was   a    Mirt    of    Imbby ;    but    it    was,    for   some 
reason,   distasteful    to   Sehor   Silva.      He   not   only 
refused  to  allow  prints  to  be  made  of  his  hn<j;ers, 
but  he  I'ooh-jioohcd  my  father's  theories,  and  they 
used    to    liavc    some    terrific    arguments    about    it. 
One    nij^ht.    after    a    particularly    hot    argument, 
Sehor  Silva  made  the  assertion  that  he  couKl,  by 
hypnotic  su^^c'Stion.  cause  his  ser\ant  Matibub  to 
reproduce    any    tinker-prints    he    desired.      Mah- 
!iub's    tinker-tips    had   been    manipulated    in    some 
way.   when   he  was  a  child,   so   that  they  showed 
onl\  a  series  of  straiji;ht  lines." 

"  Yes,"  I  said,  "  his  [^rints  were  taken  at  the 
incjuest." 

"  i'ather  said  that  if  Sehor  Silva  could  show 
him  proof  of  that  assertion,  he  would  never  look 
nt  finger-prints  aj^ain.  Sehor  Sd\a  asked  for  a 
week  in  which  to  make  a  stu.'.  of  the  iirinis,  m 
order  to  impress  them  uj^o!!  his  me!!ior\  ;  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  the  test  was  made.  It  was  a 
most  e\*raordinarv  one.      Sehor  Silva,  t.ither,  and 
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I  sat  at  the  tabic  \nndcr,  uhcLt  the  hL!;ht.  with  the 
hodk  ()|  prints  hctore  us.  Malihuh  was  placed  at 
a  little  table  in  the  tar  corner,  uitli  his  iiack  to  us, 
anJ  Sefior  SiKa  proceeded  to  lupnotise  hini.  It 
tuiik  only  a  inonient,  lor  he  could  hypnotise  Mah- 
bul)  by  piiiiitin^  his  tin,M;er  at  him.  He  said 
Mahbub  was  a  splendid  subject,  because  he  had 
liypnotised  hini  hundri'ds  of  times,  and  had  him 
under  perfect  C(jntrol.  Then  he  placed  an  ink- 
]^.u\  on  the  table  in  Iront  of  him  —  nothing  else. 
.My  lather  wrote  his  name  and  the  date  upon  the 
toj-)  sheet  ot  a  pwd  of  paper,  and  Senor  Silva 
placed  it  hetore  Mahbub.  Then  he  sat  down  with 
us,  selected  a  page  of  prints,  and.  asked  us  to  con- 
centrate our  minds  upon  it.  At  t!ie  eml  of  ? 
.ew  moments,  he  asked  me  to  bring  the  pad  from 
be  lore  Mahiiub.  I  d.A  so.  anvl  we  found  the 
prints  upon  it  to  be  identical  with  those  on  the 
page  we  had  been  lonking  at.  .My  father  touched 
them  with  his  linger  and  fouiul  that  they  were 
fresh,  as  the  ink  smeared  readily.  I  lis  name  was 
on  the  corner  of  the  page,  where  he  had  written 
It.  I  here  could  be  no  doubt  that  in  some  way 
Mahbub  hail  been  able  to  duplicate  the  prints. 

"  Setlor  SiKa  repeated  the  experiment  with  an- 
other set  n\  prints  atui  then  with  another.  I  think 
there  were  six  altogether,  and  e\ery  ^inc  t)f  them 
was  successful." 
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"  \Va~  Swain's  one  of  thcin?"  asked  Ciftdtrcy. 

"No;  liut  when  Mr.  I. ester  tokl  me  that  Fred 
was  suspected  because  <'(  those  tiniicr-iirints,  the 
thought  tlaslied  into  niy  mind  that  it  Sehor  Sdva 
and  Mahbub  could  imitate  those  of  other  people, 
they  coj'.d  imitate  Fred's,  to();  and  when  !  h)oked 
at  the  album  and  iound  that  sheet  torn  out,  I  was 
sure  that  was  what  had  liappened." 

"  Ami  so  you  decidetl  to  stay  in  the  house,  to 
win  Sefior  Silva's  confidence  by  pretending  to  be- 
come a  con\Lrt,  and  to  search  for  evidence  against 
hiiTi,"  I  said.  "  That  was  a  brave  thing  to  d(3, 
NFiss  \'aughan." 

"  Not  so  brave  as  you  tliink,"  slie  objected, 
shaking  her  head.  "  I  did  not  believe  that  thc.c 
would  be  any  real  danger,  with  the  three  servants 
in  the  house.  Only  at  the  last  did  I  realise  the 
desperate   nature  of  the  man.      .     . 

She  stopped  and  shivered  slightly. 

"  Tell  us  what  happened,"   I  said. 

"  It  was  on  Sunday  afternoon."  she  continued, 
*'  that  I  went  to  Senor  Silva  and  told  him  that  I 
had  ilecided  to  carry  out  my  father's  wish,  re- 
nounce the  world,  and  become  a  priestess  ot  Siva. 
1  shall  never  forget  the  tire  in  his  eyes  as  he  lis- 
tened —  they  fairly  burned  into  me." 

"Ah!"  said  Ciodfrey.      "So  that  was  it!" 

She  looked  at  him  in(|uiringly. 
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"  I'.xccpt  upon  one  hypothesis,"  he  explained, 
"  that  action  on  your  part  would  have  embarrassed 
Siha,  and  he  would  liave  tried  to  dissuade  you. 
lie  liad  Icir  him  !)y  \(nir  father's  will  this  \alu- 
able  place  and  a  million  dollars.  It  money  had 
been  all  he  sou;j;ht.  that  would  have  satisfied  him, 
antl  lie  would  ha\e  tried  to  i;et  rid  of  }ou.  '1  hat 
he  did  not  —  that  his  !\  cs  burned  with  eagerness 
when  vou  told  him  of  \our  dc(i>ion  —  proves  that 
he  !'i\cd  vou  and  '>vanted  \()u  also."' 

A  bi-ighter  colour  swept  into  Miss  \'aughan"s 
cheeks,  but  she  returned  his  ga/e  bra\"ely. 

"  1  think  that  is  true,"  she  assented,  in  a  low 
voice.  "  It  was  my  suspicion  of  that  which  made 
me  hesitate  ~- Ivjt  finally  I  decided  that  there  was 
no  reason  why  I  sliould  spare  him  and  let  an  in- 
nocent man  suffer  tor  him." 

"  I'spccially  when  you  lo\ed  the  innocent  man." 
1  added  to  nnself,  but  managed  to  kee[>  the  W(;rds 
t  rom  my  lips. 

"  As  soon  as  I  told  him  of  mv  ilec;sion."  Miss 
\'auu!ian  continued,  "  he  leil  nie  to  the  room  where 
the  cr\stal  ^|>here  is,  placed  me  on  tiie  di\an,  sat 
ijiiun  opposite  me.  and  began  to  explain  to  me  the 
i)cliefs  of  his  religion.  Meditation,  it  seems,  is 
essential  to  it.  .md  it  was  bv  ga/irig  at  the  crystal 
th.it  MiK'  ciuild  seivirate  one's  soul  hum  one's  bod\' 
and  ^11  att.iin  }>ure  and  prottuiiul  meditation." 
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Was  that  vour  first  experience  of  crystal-ga/.- 


ing 


?  ""  Cjodfrev  asked. 


Yes;  both  he  and  my  father  had  often  tried  to 
persuade  nie  to  join  them.  'I  hey  olten  spent 
whole  nights  there.  But  it  seemed  to  me  tliat  the 
breakin^i  dnwn  of  father's  will  was  due  to  it  in 
some  way;  1  ,t;re\v  to  liave  a  fear  and  horror  ot 
it,  and  so  I  always  refused." 

"  The  (.hange  in  your  father  was  undoubtedly 
directly  traceable  to  it,"  Godfrey  agreed.  "  Dur- 
ing those  periods  of  crystal-gazing,  he  was  really 
in  a  state  of  hypnosis,  induced  by  Silva,  with  his 
mind  bare  to  Silva's  suggestions;  and  as  these  were 
repeated,  he  became  more  and  more  a  mere  echo 
of  Silva's  personality.  That  was  what  Silva  de- 
sired for  you,  also." 

"  I  felt  something  of  the  sort,  though  I  never 
really  understood  it,"  saitl  .Miss  Vaughan;  "and 
as  I  sat  there  on  the  divan  that  Sunday  afternoon, 
with  his  burning  eyes  upon  me.  I  was  terribly 
afraid.  His  will  was  so  much  stronger  than  mine, 
and  bcsiiies.  T  could  not  keep  my  eyes  trom  the 
crvstal.  In  the  end,  I  had  a  vision  -  a  dread- 
lul  \ision. 

She  pressed  her  hands  to  her  eves,  as  though  it 
was  still  p. 'fore  her. 

"The  M-ion  of  your  fotliv?r's  death?"   I  (jues- 

ti'ined. 


3^4 


iiii;  (,i.()Vi:i)  HAND 


She  nodiicd. 

"With   .Sualii   ;!s  the  nnirderer  ?  "' 

"  1  low  ihd  \mi  knovv?"  s!ie  as'-     1.  astDiiisheil 

"  Ijeeaijse  he  imiueed  tile  same  \ision  in  iiic  the 
next  e\•enill.l^^       But  iloii't  let  me   iiiternipt." 

"  I    don't    know    hou    h'n^   the   seance    lasted,' 
she    eontinued;    "some    hours,    I    suj  jiose,    lor    i 
was    dark    when    I    a^ain    realised    w'ere    1    was 
\iid  after  dinner,  there  was  another;  and  then  at 
midtii<^ht  he  led  me  to  the  roof  and  invoked  what 
he    called    an    astral    henetlictiun  —  a    wonderful, 
wdnderful  thing. 

(jodfrcy  smiled  drily. 

"  You  were  overwrought,  Miss  Vaughan."  he 
said,  "  and  straight  from  a  spell  of  crystal-gaz- 
ing. Xo  woruler  it  impressed  you.  But  it  was 
really  only  a  ele\er  trick." 

"  I  realise,  now,  that  it  must  ha\c  been  a  trick," 
she  agreed;  "  hut  at  the  time  it  seemed  an  umjues- 
tionahle  proof  of  his  di\ '  ic  power.  When  it  was 
oxer,  I  had  just  sutlicient  strength  of  will  remain- 
ing to  tear  myself  away  from  him  and  gain  my 
own   room   ami  lock  the  door." 

"  Vou  moan  he  tried  to   iletain  you?" 

"  Not  with  his  hands.  But  1  eoiilii  feci  his 
will  striving  to  C(Miqucr  mine,  l'\en  after  I  was 
in  mv  room.  I  could  feci  him  calling  me.  In  the 
morning,  I  was  stronger.      I  lay  in  hed  until  nearly 
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noon,  tnlng  to  form  some  phm;  but  I  began  to 
fear  that  1  must  give  It  up.      I  realised  that    alter 
a  leu-  .norc  nights  like  the  night  before,  1  should 
no  longer  have  a  will  of  nu  own  -  that  what 
^vas  pretending  would  became  reality.      I  decided 
that    I  could   risk  one   more   day  -  P-^rhaps   two; 
but   1    felt  verv  weak  and  discouraged.      \  ou  see, 
1  did  not  know  what  to  look  for,  or  where  to  look. 
1  wanted  evidence  against  him,  but  1  had  no  idea 
what  the  evidence  would  be.      1  wanted  to  search 
his  room,  but  1   had  not  been  able  to,  because  he 
was  scarcely   ever  out  of   it.   except  when  he  was 
with  me;  and,  besides,  Mahbtib  was  always  squat- 
ting in  the  little  closet  next  to  it. 

-  1  <u.t  up,  at  last,  and  after  brcaktast  he  met 
,ne   here    in   the   library.      He   suggested   another 
seance,  but  1  pleaded  a  headache,  and  he  walked 
witlt  me  about  the  grounds.      I   reuKMr.bered  that 
vou  were  to  eome  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Eest.r.  and 
1  deter^niaed  to  leave  you  widi  him,  on  some  pre- 
text, and  sear.h  his  ronm  then.      I   tMd  Im.   vou 
were  counn^,  that  I  had  ask.d  you  to  take  c.urge 
.,f  mv  niiair.;  and  it  was  then  he  told  .ne  ot   the 
legacy   he   believed  mv  fadier  had  lelt  h;m,   a..i- 
in<r  that   whether  tiie   legacy  should   stand   or   not 
ur^entirelvinmyhands.     Then  I  Kgan  t,.  Uel 
his  intluen.e  again,  and  managed  tu  ex.u.e  mysell 
and  tio  indoors. 
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"  You  know  what  happened  in  the  evening,  Mr. 
Lester.  As  soon  as  I  left  you,  I  Hew  to  his  room, 
lieterniineii  to  searcli  it  at  any  cost.  But  I  was 
searceK'  insitle.  when  1  heanl  the  outer  door  open, 
and  1  had  ju^t  time  to  j^et  behind  the  curtains  in 
one  corner,  when  someone  entered.  Peering  out, 
I  ^aw  that  it  was  Mahhuh.  He  h)oked  about  tor 
a  moment,  and  then  sat  down  on  the  d!\an,  tohlcd 
his  I'eet  under  him,  and  fell  into  a  conteii-'dation 
of  the  sphere.  I  scarcely  dared  to  breathe.  I 
was  always  afraid  of  Nhihbub,"  she  adtled;  "  far 
more  so  than  of  Senor  Silva.  About  Sehor  Silva 
there  was  at  least  something  warm  and  liuman; 
but  Maiibub  im|iressed  mc  somehow  as  a  brother 
to  the  snake,  he  seemed  so  cold  and  venomous." 

"You  knew  he  was  dead?"'  I  asked,  as  she 
paused. 

"Yes;  Annie  told  mc,"  and  she  shuddered 
slightly. 

"  Th  •  cobra,  too,  is  dead,"  added  Godfrey. 
"  I  agree  with  you,  ^^lss  \  aughan.  There  was  a 
kinship  between  them— -though  the  cobra  turned 
against  him.  in  the  end.  How  long  did  he  sit 
there?  " 

''  I  do  not  know  —  but  It  seemed  an  age  to  me. 
Finallv,  in  despair,  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to 
try  to  steal  away,  when  I  heard  steps  in  the  entry. 
Mahbub  slipped  from  the  divan  and  disappeared 
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Senor  Sllva  and  Mr.  Lester  entered.  1  saw 
onee.  that  tliere  was  to  he  another  seanee.  and  that 
I  c(nild  not  escape,  for  Senor  SiKa  s  it  down  faclni; 
the  corner  where  I  was.  I  couKl  '.nly  hrace  my- 
self against  the  wall  and  wait.  It  was  a  dread- 
ful ordeal.  But  it  had  its  reward,"  she  added, 
with  a  sinile. 

"  And  that  was?"  1  asked. 

"  The  dia-ovcry  of  the  j^lovc.  Senor  Silva  sud- 
dcnlv  switched  on  the  lights,  and  I  knew  that  the 
seance  was  ner;  hut  he  had  some  difficulty  in 
arousin^r  you  — the  trance  must  have  heen  a  very 
deep  one  and  ♦inally.  leavinj.^  \ou  Ivinn;  on  the 
divan,  he  went  to  the  wall,  drew  aside  the  hang- 
in!;s,  and  pressed  his  hand  ai^ainst  a  panel.  A 
little  door  tiew  open,  and  I  saw  tluit  there  was  -> 
cuphoard  in  the  wall.  I  le  lilled  a  glass  with  some 
liquid,  pulled  the  hangings  into  place,  and  went 
back  to  you  and  made  you  drink  it.  It  seemed 
to  do  you  good." 

"  Yes,"  1  said;  "  it  brought  me  around  at  once. 

And  then?  " 

"  And  then,  as  soon  as  you  went  out  together, 
I  ran  to  the  cupboard  and  looked  into  it.  But 
for  a  moment  I  was  confused  —  I  saw  nothing 
which  seemed  of  any  importance  —  some  bottles 
and   decanters   and  glasses,   a   glass   tray   or   two, 
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"^  ruhhcr  ^l()\-cs.      I   couldn't  understand. 
1  .  lip  one  ot   tlic  gloves  and  looked  at  it, 

huL  it  was  just  an  ordinary  glo'.e.  Then  farther 
hack,  I  saw  some  others  —  their  finger-tips  were 
stained  with  ink  —  and  then  another,  lying  hy  it- 
sell.  I  lo(jked  at  it.  I  saw  the  patches  on  he 
linger-tips — I  saw  the  stains  —  and  dien  I  under- 
stood. I  do  not  know  how  I  understood,  or  why 
■—-  it  was  like  a  flash  of  lightning,  revealing  e\ery- 
thing.  And  then,  as  I  stood  there,  with  the  glo\c 
in   niv   hand,    I   heard  Senor  Sil\a   returning.  ' 

She  paused  a  nioinLtit,  and  I  could  see  the  shi\er 
which    ran  througli   her  at  the   recolicction. 

"  It  was  not  that  I  was  afraid,"  slie  said;  "  it 
was  that  1  seemed  to  he  lost.  !  let  the  drapcrifS 
fall,  ran  to  the  di\an  ami  sat  down  hi  fore  the 
S}>here.  I  could  think  of  nothing  else  to  do. 
can  stdl  see  his  astonished  tace  when  he  entered 
and  found  me  sitting  there. 

'  I  was  waiting  tor  you,'  I  saiil,  tr\Iiig  to  srnde. 
'  ^  ou  reniemher  i  was  to  h.i\e  another  lesion  t(J- 
night.' 

"  '  "^.'es,'   he   said,   and   looked   at   nie,    his   eves 
kindling. 

I  was  trenihling  inwaruK,  for  suddenly  I 
began  to  fear  him;  1  knew  that  I  must  keep  tJiv 
head,  that  I  niust  imt  \icld  to  his  wi!',  nr  |  u(nild 
he  swept  away. 
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"  '  ]  thou^lit  Mr.  Lester  a- ouKl  r,c\  or  ^o,'  I 
said. 

I  Ic  cntnc  ti>  the  eii\an  ami  sat  dnwn  closi.'  lusitic 
mc,  and  hmkcd  Inio  i.iv  c\c-s. 

Did  the  time  really  seem  so  h'nij;?  '  he  asked. 
It  seeii'.eil  \ery  'oriJLf,'    I   said. 
"lie   j^ii/i-'d    at   iiie    liir   aiintiiei-   i'lionient.    iheii 
rose  tjuickl}   and  tamed  ott  the  h^ilit. 

"  '  Sit  where  you  are,"  he  said.  '  and  1  will  sit 
here.  Iix  \our  e\es  upon  tiie  spiiere  and  \our 
nuiid  upon  the  Iiitinite  .Mind--  so  shall  ^reat 
wisdom  Come  to  you.' 

1  leit  my  \\ill  erumbliii;^  to  {'iec.s;  I  closed  mv 
e\en  and  crushed  tiie  ^lo\  e  witinn  n!\  hand,  and 
tiiought  ot  tills  man's  \illainv  and  i(  the  put  1 
■must  l'!a\.  i!  I  were  to  deteat  him.  I  lis  \oice 
went  <;n  and  on,  hut  ^rudually  1  tea  ■.d  to  iiear  it 
I  wa;.  thinking  oi  the  j^hn  e,  ot  e^eape,  ul 
I  red.      .      .      .  ' 

^  e.i,  love  IS  strong,  I  told  mysell  .md  it  ;/;\eth 
to  the  do\  e  the  wisdom  ot  the  serpent,  else  how 
had  this  child  come  victorious  Ironi  such  an  or- 
deal ! 

1  do  not  know  how  lon^  I  sat  there,"  .Miss 
\  au^iian  eonthuied.  "  Init  .Seiiur  Sil\  a  rose  sud- 
denly with  an  exclamation  ot  impaticMce  and 
switched  (in  tile  h^'ht. 

I  here    is    so     eti'.ing    w  ron;^.'    he    said,    com- 
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in^'  ha.k   and  stamlint^  <>\-cr  mc.      '  Swnic   Iiosiilc 
inlluciico  is  ar  work.      What  is  it.' 

••  •  I  J,)  not  know-;  I  said.  '  I  cannot  lo-^c  iny- 
^■Ji  as  1   liid  last  ni^^ht.' 

"  '  SoincthinL,'  liol-ls  voii  to  earth  —  some  chain. 
lV'rh,a|vs  it  is  \our  own  wish.' 

"'No.   no!'    !   protc^icil      M.ct  us  try  a;;ain.' 

"  lie  switdie.!  otl  the  h-lu  and  >at  down  lacing 
!)ie,  aiu!  a.uain  1  feh  his  will  trying  to  enter  and 
coniiuer  me.  And  a-aiii  1  chisped  the  f^h)\e.  and 
kept  m\    mind  upon  it.    ihlnkinj^  only  ot    escape. 

V.)u  can  -;uess  how  we  were  leaiiin,^  lorward, 
listeniM<:  hreathless  to  this  narrati\e.  1  tancied  [ 
eouUl  see  her  sittin-  there  in  t!ie  darkne.s,  with 
Silva's  e\i!  inlhience  visihly  ahout  lier,  hut  heM 
at  hav  hv  her  re^,oliite  innocetice,  as  Christians 
shieU!  of  l";!ith  turned  asid.e  tlie  tlarts  of  \p.il!\on. 
It  was.  iiuleeti,  a  iKitth'  of  ptod  and  e^  ih  the  more 
terrihle  hecause  it  was  fought,  not  with  bodily 
weapons,  hut  with  spiritual  ones. 

"  At  last,  Sen«ir  SiU  a  rose  aijain."  .Miss 
\au"han  continued,  "  aiul  turned  on  the  h-hts, 
and   1  shi\ered  when  I  met  iiis  ^a/c. 

"  '  Y(Mi  are  defvin^^  „u'.'  he  said,  very  low. 
'  I?ut  1  Will  break  you  \et.'  and  he  chipped  liis 
h.mds  sdfth   together. 

"  Maiilnih  appeared  at  the  inner  door,  received 
a    sharp    order,    an^l    ilisai>peared   a^ain.      A    mo- 
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rnciit  later,  tlicrc  was  a  little  swirl  of  suidlse  tr^'-n 
the  il-^or  of  I'.is  rooMi,  an.l  a  >lKir[\  ovl  > -iui\\\  niiij; 
odour.  wh'Ji  turncil  nie  tamt. 

''  Aim!  then  Senor  S'l\  a,  wmm  hail  heen  pa-iii^C 
up  aiui  liown  the  rotiiii.  stopped  suddenly  and 
looked  at  me.  his  taee  distorted. 

"  '  Is  it  .hat?  '  he  muttered.      '  Can  it  be  tiia.tr  ' 
''  And  he  strode  to  the  eurtain  whieh   hun;_;  be- 
fore his  seeret  euphoard  :ind  swept  it  hack. 

''  I  knew  that  1  was  lost.  1  spraii,^  for  tlie 
outer  door,  maiia^ed  to  <j;ct  it  open  and  set  a  toot 
in  the  hall,  before  he  seized  t7ie.  I  remember  tb.at 
I  screamed,  and  then  b  s  jmiui  was  at  uiy  throat 
—  and  1  supjiose  1  must  lia\e  tainted."  she  added, 
with  a  little  >mile,  "  for  the  next  thiny  I  remember 
is  looking  uj^  and  seeing  Dr.  Tlinnian." 

I  sat  baek  in  mv  chair  with  a  lon^  breath  ot  re- 
lief. Mv  tension  during  the  telling  ot  tlie  story 
had  been  almost  painful:  and  it  was  not  untd  it 
w.is  eniled  that  I  saw  two  other  men  had  entered 
while  Miss  \'auyhan  was  speakinl,^  I  was  on  mv 
feet  as  soon  as  I  ^aw  tl'.em,  lor  I  recognised  dold- 
bcrL'er  and  S\l\  ester. 

"  Simmomls  telephoned  me  th'^  morning  that  I 
was  neecied  out  lure  again,"  ( loldhergcr  explained. 
"  TiUt  :  r-t  I  want  to  shake  hantjs  with  Miss 
\'auglian." 

"  Vou      hav.      met      Mr.      (;oldl)er^er.      Miss 


Si 


->    "»    T 


rui;    GLOVKD    IIANH 

V-ui^han,"  1  said,  as  he  came  f..nvara.  "but  Dr. 
I  Tnunan  dMn't  tell  you  that  he's  the  cleverest  coro- 
ner in   greater  New   ^  nrk.  ^^ 

Mle  doesn't  really  think  so,   Miss  \  aughan, 
GoKlberuer  laughed.      '' You  ought  to  read  some 
of  the  things  he's  written  about  me!      But   1  want 
to  sav  that   I  heard  n.ost  of  your  sf.ry,   and  .ts 
,    wonder.      About   that   glove,   now.   Sunmonds, 
he  added,  turning  to  the  detective.      -Idb^e  to 
.,,   it-      and   Svlvester   here   is    nearlv    dvnig   to. 
-  1  Icre  it  is,"  said  Simtnonds.  and  took  it  I  rom 

l,is  pocket  and  passed  it  over. 

(..IJbergerlookedatit,  then  handed  .t  to  Syl- 

,e>ter,  who  fairlvsei/edil.  carried  it  to  the  d.KM-, 

,nd  cxa.nined  it  with  g!ean>in:;  cvc..       1  hen.  wuh- 
;,^,^.  ,  ,,,,1,  l,e  took  an   ink-pad  fn.n   ins  poc.et, 

slipped  the   glove  upon  his   right  hand.   u.ked  the 
tips  of  the  hngers  and  pressed  .hemcarelulv  upon 

a  sheet  of  paper.  From  an  inner  pocket,  he  pn- 
.luced  a  sheaf  of  photographs,  laid  them  besu  e 
^n,  pnnts.  and  carefuliv  o.npared  then,.  l.naly 
he  straightened  up  and  looke.l  at  us,  lus  tacc  w..rk- 

'"^''  Ho   vou  know   what  this   does,    gentlen.cn?  " 
h,    ..sked'.    in    a    voice    huskv    with    euu.t.on.  It 

strikes  at  the   foundation  of  tlu    whole  svstem  ot 
nnger-printidentilication!      lt,v^de,-st.u.^xrtm. 

f»,,.  1  »-,•  thouL'ht  abso  utelv  saU  .      n  s 
cert.un  a  metnoo  we  inou^nu 
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worst  l.l<.w  that  has  ever  hccn  stru.k  at   the 
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"You  mean  the  prints  a<^ree  with  the  p^ioto- 
graphsr"   asked  (.odtrey.    i^o'uv^  to  liis  suie. 

"  Absohitely!  "  said  Sylvester,  and  mopped  his 
face  with  a  shaking  hand. 
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To  S\lvcsta-,  hcaa  of  the  liulcntiruation  Bureau,  it 
seemed  that  the  worKl  was  tntt.rin-  to  its  !all:  V-iit 
the  rest  nl  us,  who  had  not  really  at  the  hom.in  o! 

ourhearts,  perhaps,  believed  in  the  intalhh.htyo 

the  tin^;er-rrlnt  svstein,  took  it  more  ealmly.  And 
presently  we  went  upMairs  to  take  a  look  at  the 
ontents'ofSilva'sseeret  cupboard.  When  he  had 
l„.t  eo.ne  to  the  house,  Miss  Vau^han  expluned. 
he  had  been  ^iven  carte-blanehe  in  tins  suite  ol 
,,H,ms.  lie  had  them  remodelled,  installed  the 
eireular  diN  an  and  er>stal  sphere,  seleeted  the 
h;,ni:in^s.  and  had  at  the  same  time,  no  douot, 
caused  the  secret  eupboard  to  be  built. 

Its  contents  were  mo-t  interesting.       I  here  was 
a  box  of  aerial  b...nS.  '.hich  (.odlrev  turned  over 

t,.  Simmonds  with  the  iniunctlon  to  -o  and  amuse 
himsell.  lor  Sylvester-s  o^ni.u:y\a^u>u  and 
further  confusion  were  the  L;loves  with  uhuh  Silva 

1,,,1  nia'.a-ed  his  parlour  mystitication  sJieme,  six 
nrs.,llhe:n:  and  there  was  also  the  verv  simple 
.,,,„:,,tus    with    which    the    tin^er-prn.t    reproduc- 
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as    \ari()us    bottles    of    perlumes, 
essences,  and  liquids  whose  properties  we  covi'd  not 

i;uess. 

Codfrey  looked  at  the  gloves  carelully.  as 
thou-h  in  search  of  something,  and  at  last  selected 
one  of  them  with  a  little  exclamation  of  sati^aaion. 
"I  thought  so!"  he  said,  and  held  it  up. 
'•  Lock  at  this  plove,  Sylvester.  You  see  it  has 
ne\  er  been  used  —  there  is  no  ink  on  it.  Do  you 
know  what  it  Is?     It's  the  print  of  Swain's  lett 

haiul." 

Sylvester  took  It  and  looked   at   it. 

"it's   a  left   hand   all   ri^ht."   I'.e   said.      "  B';t 
what  makes  \ou  think  it  is  Swam's .' 

"  Because  Silva  expected  to  u'-e  both  h:\v.dy  tdl 
he  Icarricvl  that  ^wain  iiad  injured  one  of  his. 
But  for  tiiat.  die  blood  needed  to  make  the  print> 
would  haxe  come  from  the  \ictim,  anel  Sib  .i  would 
have  uorn  thi^  ,^love,  too;  but  Swain's  iniurv  -ave 
SiUa  a  h.;ppv  iii^p' ration  1  Wonderful  man'. 
he  added,  half  to  lii;iisclt. 
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h(n\\  lit"  M;iIi'.H.!i;  Init  (i<)tii'rc\  aii^.i  Miss  \':niqhan 
ntai  I  tiirnci.!  I'ack.  toL^cthcr,  tOr  \vc  liid  not  uish 
to  stj  the  I  luii;.  At  her  Iioudoir  lioor  (n.JlVcy 
pauscvL 

I  he  case  is  clear,""  he  saiii,  '"  fro^i  llrst  t>  last, 
|M-o\;ii.ti  )()u  can  sup]"'Iy  us  witli  u  linal  detail, 
Miss  \  aii^han." 

■'  Wiiat   is   that?  "'   she   asked. 
Did  you  write  that  note  to  Swain  in  vour  own 
room  .■'  "' 

"  Ves." 
And  will  you  show  ir.e  the  talile  at  which  you 
wrote   it?  "" 

"Certainly,"'      and      she      openctl      the      door. 
"  C'oiiie  iti.      I   wrote  it  at  that  httle  desk  hv  th 
nirulow." 

(iodtrey  walked  to  it,  picked  up  a  Idottin^-hook 
whiJi  hiy  ufion  it.  and  turnedi  over  the  lea\e->. 

"Ah!""  he  said,  after  a  moment.  "  1  \\as 
sure  ot  it.  Here  is  the  iinal  link.  I  laxe  \ou  a 
small  h     ;d-inirror.   Miss  N'au^han?"' 

Siie  lirouiiht  one  from  her  toilet-taMe  and 
handed   i"  to  him   in  e\ident   astonishment. 

"  W'jiat  do  \-ou  see  in  the  mirror.-'''  he  asked, 
.md  held  a  pa^c  of  the  'olottinizduiok  at  an  anirle  in 
front  of    it. 

.Miss  \'au^han  uttered  an  exclarvation  of  sur- 
prise, as  she  reati  the  words  retlected  there: 
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Mr.  1'"ri  1)1. ric  ^\v.\I^■, 

loio  I'itth  Avenue, 

New   \'ork.  City. 
It   not    .Tt   thi-   nJi'.ro-, 
pit  I'-e    tr;.    -..x    I' ilumct    flub. 
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"  '  Tall     oiirvs      from     little     acnrns     ^mw, 
quoted  (.odfrcy.  t()ssin<i  the  hook  hack  upon  the 
desk.      '■  But   for  the  fact  that  vou  hlotted  Mie  en- 
velope. Miss  X'au^han,  young  bwain  would  never 
';ia\  e  heen  accused  ot   murder. 

"  I  I'o  not  understand."  she  murmured. 

"  Don't  you  see,"  he  pointeil  out.  "  the  one 
question  which  we  have  heen  unahle  to  answer  up 
to  this  moment  has  heen  this:  how  did  Silva  know 
you  v.ere  tioinii  to  meet  Swain?  He  had  to 
know  it,  and  know  it  se\  eral  hours  heforc  the  meet- 
ing, in  order  to  have  those  tinger-prints  ready. 
I  concluded,  at  last,  that  there  must  he  a  blotting- 
book  —  anil  there  it  is." 

Miss  N'aughan  stare/i  at  him. 

"  Vou  seem  to  he  a       ry  wonderful  mail  I  "  s!ie 

said. 

(lodfrey  lauglied. 

"  It    is    mv    e\ery-t!av    business    to    reconstruct 
mysteries,"    he    said.      "  Shall    I    reconstruct    t!   ^ 


one 


"  IMease  do!  "  she  begged,  and  motioned  us  to 
be  seated. 
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C.ltivs's  hue  was  ol.,u:n-  ^^^\^  t!u'  sort  of  cre- 
ative iMc  uliiJi,  1  iMia^i.ic,  iliuiNMKs  t!)c  poet's 
hi-<.u  at  the  inomciit  n\  invpiratiMii. 

••  Wlierc   .lid  \')U  first   meet  Siha?"   lie  asked. 

••  In    I'aris." 

"  What   was  he  ilnino;  tlicre  .'  " 
'•lie     was     practisiii-     invst'eisMi.      Mv     lather 
went   tn   ennsult   him;  he   was   miah   impressed  by 
him.   and   ihev   became   very   intimate." 

'•  And   Sil\a.   of  course,   at   ciiee  saw   the  possi- 
bilities of  exploiiinii  an  immensely   rich  old  man, 
whose    mind    was    tailin-.      So   he    comes   here    as 
his  In^tru.tor  in  Orientalism:  he  .iocs  sotne  very 
,nar\eIlous  thin-s:  bv  continued  hvpnosis.  he  i^ets 
yowr  t'atlier  eompletelv  imder  his  control,      lie  se- 
cures   a    promise    ot    this    estate    and    a    -reat    e:i- 
downtent:  he  causes  your  father  to  make  a  will  m 
xvhicli  these  bequests  are  specilically  stated.       1  lu'ii 
he  liesitate^.  for  durin-  his  residence  in  this  house, 
a  new  desire  lias  b.en  added  to  the  old  ones.      It 
h-.a   not   often   been   his    fortune   to   be   tiiroun    in 
dailv  contact  with   an  innocent  and  beautilul   -'rl, 
and    he    end^    by    fallin-    \'.)    h^c    wiiii    >ou.      Me 
knows   of   Nour   love    for   Suain.      He   has   caused 
Sw.iin  to  be  t'..rbiilden  the  hou-e:  bi;'  he  linds  vou 
still  indittercnt.      At  last,  bv  means  o!  h\^  own  en- 
treaties an. I  voiir  father's,  he  secure^  vmir  consent 
to  become  his  disciple.      1  le  knows  that,  if  once  vou 
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consc: 
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h  him,  he  will,  in  the  c;ui,  Joini 


n;\tc  M'Vir  v. 


;n. 


aiM'. 


•■  llui 
i^rantN 


\  I'll 


.i:ui 


I) 


i\>. 


lu 


:isk.   for  three   u.i\s    ilclay 
urin:^  c\  l r\    ninmcnt  d    thc'^c 
'kl-c-.i    \'U1    uiT-lcr   Mir\cillaiK-c, 


this 
tlitcc 
Al- 


most at  ('p:c,  he  j^uc^ses 
turn  t;'  the  hi'ii.sc.  ;.  mi  \vrit> 


It  N  <  lur  plan,   tor  \  ou  rc- 
Icttcr.  ami.  the  mo- 


ment \'iu   !ea\  e 


\()ur  roo'ii. 


he  enters  it 


JU 


'es 


tlie    iinpre-^ 


]\    tr,\    the    ni'  .11. 


■r, 


11. 


lolloWS     Mill 


in 


to  t! 


le  ^1 


i)inu:s,  iiv 


\    u  thriAv  tile 


■tier  i>\  e: 


the  wal 


aiui 


si.^'-eets  that   \iiu  are  eaiimj; 


S'>\- 
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It,  Lester."  lie  a^l 


sO 


than  tlui 
saw   \i)U   in   the   tree,   a 

rks,  on  the  olt-ehanee 

a;' reed 


to  your  .ii'-l.      -More 

turnlni::  l*'  'i'^-'-   "  l'*-' 

kept  up  \iU  mi^!n;-ht  !ire-\\o 

that  v(iu  mii^ht  be  wateh;n,j;I 

••  \\-,     that     exi^laiiis     that,     too,""     I 

thought  lull;. 

"When  he  realises  that  \(Hi  are  askin-z  \ni\- 
lover"s  aid."  (.odl'rey  e.mtinued  to  Miss  \'au-han, 
"  a  liendish  Idea  springs  into  his  tniiid.  It  ^wani 
answers  the  call,  if  he  enter,  th.e  -rounds,  he  Nvill 
separate  him  from  you  once  for  all  hy  eausm- 


:  I'im 
lie 


to  he  t'ound  izuilty  of  killin.^  your  lather, 
hastens  ba.k  to  the  house,  tears  the  leaf  fro  ii  the 
.d'nim  of  !in-er-prints  and  prepares  tlu  ru'.^her 
olove<.  That  ni>:ht.  he  follows  you  wh.en  you  Kavc 
the  liousc:  he  oNefluars  vour  talk  in  the  ar'h.ai;-; 
and  he  linds  that  there  is  another  reason  than  that 
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(•I  jLM.lnusy  uliy  iic  iiuivt  act  at  oihl'.  1 1'  vour  t'a'lKT 
IS  h)uiid  to  he  insane,  th.c  will  ilrawii  up  imi!\  three 
(lays  before  will  lie  iiualij.  Siha  will  ]'  c  e\ery- 
thin^r — not  only  \ou,  hut  t!ic  fortune  already 
within  his  ^ra^p. 

"  I  le  luirries  to  the  nouse  aiui  tells  v(v.ir  f.ither 
ol  rhc  re:iiie/\ou^-.  V.,ur  father  rushes  out  aiul 
brings  you  hack,  altLr  a  hitter  ip.iarrel  v.it'i  Swain, 
winch  Siha  has.  of  ^.,,;rse,  foreseen.  Vou  come 
uy  to  \i.ur  room;  \(,;-  fatlier  thni's  hi:iiself  into 
his  chair  a^ain.      It  i^  Siha  wlio  has  foilnucd 


\IUI 


vAu)    has    purposch     m.   ' 


ic  a  noise  in  onler 
that  _\ou  mi^ht  think  it  v,  as  Swain.  .\;\\  he 
earrirs  in  his  h.wul  the  Mo(uhsi'.)ke:l  h-ivM;cr- 
chiet  uhic!)  Swain  dropped  u!)en  he  tied  from 
the  arhour. 

"I  ['  to  this  point."  (Midfre\-  w  c;it  (^'.].  more 
slowlv,  "  exerydiin-  is  clear -■- e\-er\  detail  (its 
e\ery  other  tletail  perfectly  I'.ut,  in  the  next 
step  of  the  tra.'^edy.  one  ilel.-.il  is  imcertain  — 
whose  hand  w.is  it  tlrew  the  cud.  aroiavl  \;)ur 
father's  throat!'  I  am  Inclnvv!  t<.  think  it  was 
.Mahhuh'^.  If  >M\.i  !iad  done  the  Ac-A.  he  vv.uld 
prohahlv  haw  chosen  a  mctlio.i  h-.s  Mrientd:  hut 
Mahlnh.  even  under  Inpnotic  suLmestion.  would 
kill  onlv  iti  tlie  wav  to  which  I'c  -.^  as  acci,-t'vved  - 
with  1  noose.  Pardon  me."  he  addei!.  (jui.klv, 
as   she   shr.M'k    into    her  chair,    "  I    h:!\e    !' M-"otren 
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lu>\v  n.-pLllLiit  this  inust  he  to  you.      1  Ii;ivc  spokci'. 
hrut.illv." 

"  IMea^c  ^o  on."  she  murmured       "  It  is  right 
that    I    shouKl  htar   it.      1    can   l^ear   it." 

"There  is  not  iriuch  more  to  tfll,"  said  ( loJ.- 
t'rey,  gently.  "  Whoever  it  was  that  drew  thv 
ti.rd.  it  was  SiKa  who  moistened  t'ne  glow;  from 
tlie  hlood-soaked  handkerJiiet".  made  the  marks 
up. in  your  father's  rohc,  and  then  dropped  th. 
!Knidke:\iiief  lieside  his  eltair.  Then  he  returned 
siii'i'v  to  his  room,  closed  the  d.oor.  put  aua\  tl^e 
glo\e.  eleau-ed  his  hands  nuirl  ■  sure  that  .Mahbuh 
^\■;ls  in  his  el<i-i-t,  tunk  iiis  phue  uj on  the  di\  an,  ana 
waited.  1  iliink  we  know  the  re-t.  Aiul  now. 
Lester,"  he  added,  turning  lO  me,  "  we  wiaild  1  et- 
ter  he  getting  to  town.  Kcmeniher.  Swam  is  siill 
in  the   I  nmhs. 

'■  "^  ou  are  r:_;ht,  "  I  said,  and  mve  to  take  my 
lea\e.  hut  Mis>  \'aughan,  her  e\es  shining,  stopped 
me  witli  .1  hand  upon  the  slee\  e. 

"  I  should  like  to  go  with  y.ui.  Mr.  Lester," 
>!ie  said.      "  May    1?" 

I'he  colour  tkcpened  in  her  cheeks  as  she  met 
mv  ga/e,  and  1  understood  what  w.is  in  iier  heart, 
^'o  ditl  ( iodfrey. 

''id!  h.ae  m\  ^AV  around  in  ten  minutes."  Ik 
.said,   ami   hastened   awa\. 

"1    ha\e    on!\    to   put   nn   my    hat,"    said    .Miss 


1   <  ^ 

j4- 


nii:  (UJ)Vi:n  hand 


the' 

1, 


\"au-h;iii;  aiul  I   t'ouiid  her  \v;v,tin-  tor  ;r.j  ;n 
Tihr.nA.    wl;ui    I    cntcrca    It    after   arraim:n,u    v,;tii 
Sin;:;:  uuis   and   ( .oKlhcr-er  to   apiH'ar  w;th   inc   ;n 
tb,,.    ionih-^  C'Hirr  aiul  join  nic  in  askin-4  h-r  Swam  s 

(  ,nJtrc}'s  car  came  up  the  drive  a  ino-n^-r  iate/, 

ariil   we   were  ntt. 

The  Ii.,ur  that  f..ri.Avea  \vas  a  silent  nne. 
(.odlrev  was  s-.on  sutticiently  occupied  in  -u,d:n- 
the  ear  thr-ui-h  the  tani^le  of  tratfu.  M.^s 
VauL:lian  leaned  ha.U  in  a  corner  of  the  r-nneau 
l<,st  i:i  thou-ht.  It  was  ju.t  six  days  suue  1  had 
seen  her  luM ;  hut  those  six  da>s  had  I.  It  their 
,,,arl;  upon  her.  Perhaps,  in  time,  happiness 
would  hanish  that  shadow  from  hei  e>e<,  and  that 
treniulMusnesstnun  her  lips.    1a  ers  battle  leaves  Us 

even  on  the  victor;  and  the  battle  -b.e  h.ad 

lou.uhr  had  been  a  desperate  one.  But.  as  1  look.d 
at  her,  she  seemed  more  complete,  more  desirablo 
than  she  had  ever  been;  1  could  on!v  hope  tlu.t 
Swain  would  me:isu;e  up  to  her. 

\t  last,  we  drew  ..p  belore  the  -rev  stone  build- 
;,w.  ulH^.e  barred  ulndows  and  hi-h  wall  ma.ked 

the  p-ison. 

••lUre    ue    are."'     1    said,    and    helped    her    to 

alight.  . 

(.ndlrcv    ^^reetcd    the    door-keeper    as    an    oul 
friend,   and,  after  a   whisinred  word,  ue  were   al- 
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lowed  to  ]i:i>s.  A  i^u.uil  slinwcd  us  into  a  h-irc 
uaitiii.^-rodKi,  :i!ul  (Miill'rcy  lui^^tciicd  away  ti-  c\- 
j'lain  our  crraiivl  v>  the  warden. 

'"Won't  vou  sit  dowii?"  1  a-^ked,  Init  my  coiii- 
j\inio!i  siu-ok  l.er  iie.ui.  with  a  t  nifiitLiiLw  little 
s.i'.ile,  and  paeedi  i^iAdusly  up  and  down,  iier 
hands  a^ain^t  her  '-'.art.  II'mv  rit>touslv  it  was 
heatinjx  1  vould  ^'.kss  —  with  what  hope,  uiiat 
fear.      ... 

I'here  was  a  qiiiek  step  in  the  corridor,  an.l 
she  stood  as  if  turneil  to  stone. 

i'hen  the  door  was  ilu'i^j;  ojien,  and,  with  radi- 
ant i.ii^,  she  w.d^ed  strai-ht  into  the  outstretched 
arms  of  ilie  man  wlio  stood,  there.  I  heaid  her 
mutlled  boh.  as  the  arms  dosed  ahout  her  and  she 
hid  h'.-r  face  a.uainst  his  shuulder;  thei^  :i  ii.ind 
w  as  l.iid  up'on  my  sleeve. 

•'  l.)!iie    alon;^.    Lester,"    said   Godfrey    softly. 
'    I  his  case  is  ended . 
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